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Serving through Church Leadership roles 

When Paul wrote to the talented (but puffed up) Corinthians he reminded them how 
God’s character shapes our meetings: ‘God is not a God of disorder but of peace…. 
Therefore everything should be done in a fitting & orderly way’  (1 Cor 14:33,40)  Put 
another way: God brings all the complex parts together.  God’s peace creates 
community that’s not neat, simplistic & uniform.  Our culture wants ‘order’ through 
exclusion.  God brings the complex together – gifting us differently as parts of His 
body & calling us to use those gifts to bless on another. 
Mindful of this, we hold our Annual General Meeting (AGM or Vestry Meeting) so we 
can function best for Him.  This year our meeting will be held after the 3pm service 
next Sunday 19th March 2023 at St. Stephen’s Portland.  Everyone is Welcome to 
attend both the 3pm service and the AGM.  There are 3 things we aim to do at the 
AGM: 
First, Reflect on God’s Goodness: Reports from the wardens, treasurer & Ministry 
staff give us the opportunity to look back over the year – recalling God’s gracious 
hand upon us through complex times.  We’ll take time in the meeting to pray with 
gratitude to uur generous God. 
Second, Re-commit to Christs’ cause: Our AGM puts flesh on ‘knowing Jesus, serving 
Jesus, proclaiming Jesus.’  The tabled reports are an opportunity to look forward – 
remembering how we, as Christs’ people in Portland, Wallerawang & Lithgow, will 
live it out together.  The realities of putting our vision into practise will be touched 
on, & there is space to bring questions for the consideration to the new Parish 
Council. 
Third, Recognise Church Leadership:  God has generously gifted His Church.  Jesus 
has gifted His church (Romans 12 & Eph 4) it means He has gifted us.  Our task is to 
recognise those God -given gifts & how they might be used to build His body – we 
need to order His gifts for peace (1Cor 14).  A significant part of our AGM is electing 
people to positions of responsibility.  While we are confident God will raise those He 
wants, we are still to be responsible in our voting.  Any baptised adult who considers 
this to be their church & is regular in attendance is eligible to vote.  Nomination 
forms are available now.  To assist in wise appointment, these are the roles we’ll be 
voting on: 
Wardens: Congregation members responsible for the Finance & Property of the 
church - & in the absence of a rector, make sure a suitable replacement is found for 
ministry to continue.  2 are elected by congregational vote & 1  selected by the 
minister. 
Parish Council: an optional group to assist the minister & wardens.   Primarily the role 
of the Parish Council is administration & governance.  They create the conditions for 
good ministry to happen- & they are in position to prevent some unwise or 
distracting ministries.   At the AGM we vote whether or not to have a PC.  If we 
decide to have one, the minister & wardens are automatically on it.  The 
congregation then vote to elect 3, 6, or 9 to PC.  For every 3 elected, the rector 
selects another 1. 
Treasurer: practically responsible for the financial management of the church.  They 
enact the decisions of the wardens & PC. 
(Please note: Nominators & Synod reps are in place and do not need to be elected 
again in 2023) 
Prior to the meeting consider who you will ‘lay hands on’.  All Christians serve – not 
all in the same way.  Look at the life, character & skills of the people you vote for.  
Vote for those whose godliness & gifts align with the role we elect to.  Before voting, 
people need ‘a hand on the shoulder’ & encouragement to serve in certain ways.  If 
you haven’t already, this is the week to prayerfully ask people to stand for positions.  
Should someone invite you to consider such a role, prayerfully consider it. 

 
 

Prayer Points 

 

Sunday- Almighty God, you know that we have no 
power in ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us both 
outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, 
that we may be defended from all adversities 
which may happen to the body, and from all evil 
thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever.. Amen 

 

Monday— Praise God, reflecting on the humbled 
King Nebuchadnezzar’s words: I, Nebuchadnezzar, 
praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, 
because everything he does is right and all his 
ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is 
able to humble. (Daniel 4v37) 

 

 Tuesday— Pray for those in authority – that their 
leadership would allow truth & love to flourish in 
our land.  Pray especially for Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese, Premier Dominic Perrottet & 
Mayor Maree Statham. 

 

Wednesday— Praise God for saving us & making 
us the body of Christ.  Give thanks for the way He’s 
gifted us differently.  Pray for  peace & unity at our 
AGM; our common purpose to know, serve & 
proclaim Jesus; & those who are considering  
serving in formal positions in church life 

 

Thursday- Give thanks that God loves the world.  
Pray for our broken & divided world – that God 
would remove from people the spirit that makes 
for war & injustice 

 

Friday— List the blessings we enjoy as a local 
community (consider our public services, 
businesses, natural surrounds, security, 
friendships etc).  Give thanks for them & pray 
these generous gifts from God would lead our 
community to repentance & gratitude 

 

Saturday— Pray that God might keep 
transforming you by His grace.  Pray in light of 
Paul’s encouragement: Finally, brothers, whatever 
is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy-
-think about such things. (Philippians 4v8) 

Keeping in Contact 
Children’s & Youth Minister 

John Young         0418 610 655 
John.young@lpachurch.org.au 

Not Available Wednesdays 
Community Pastor (Part-time) 
James Barnes     0424 825 369 

James.barnes@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 

 
 
 



Sermon notes:   
 
Mark 11:12-19  
Jeramiah 7:5-11  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
2. HEART: What did God say to you?  

 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 

 

Notices 
 

Fresh Food Day 
Today  

Please let John Wiltshire know if you’d 
like to help – or just sit and have a 

cuppa & a chat with someone. 
 

2023 AGM 
Sunday 19th March at St Stephen’s 

Portland after the 3pm 
Nomination forms for Wardens, & 

Parish Council are at the rear of 
church – when filled in please hand to 

either John Young, James Barnes, 
Philipp Bassett or Corinne Ogg 

 

Who can be a Warden or a parish 
councillor? 

You can be a Warden or a parish 
councillor if you are – a parishioner 
of a church in the parish or, if the 
parish is administered as a whole, a 
congregation of the parish; and at 
least 18 years of age; and a 
communicant member of the 
Anglican Church of Australia 
* A communicant member includes a 
person who is a member of the 
Anglican Church of Australia and 
who partakes regularly in the Holy 
Communion or the Lord’s Supper. 
You must have been a member of an 
Anglican church/congregation in the 
parish for a least 12 months. 

 – please note that if you nominate 
someone for a role you must be at 

the AGM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notices for this Newsletter: 
Please send your notices to the office 

e-mail: office@lpachurch.org.au 
Please send in before 4pm Thursdays 

 
 

 
 

www.lpachurch.org.au • office mobile: 0492 944 091 • PO Box 192, Lithgow •  
St. Paul’s: Railway Pde, Lithgow • St Thomas’: Commens St, Wallerawang • St. Stephen’s: Williwa St, Portland 

 

Thank you for your generosity!  You can give in-person with the secure 
box at the back of church.  Direct Giving details: 
  Account Name: ANGLICAN PARISH of LITHGOW DIRECT GIVING   
  BSB - 062591      Account No. – 10085204 
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