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Dear friends, 
 

Welcome to church!   Last week’s newsletter highlighted our new pew Bibles – purchased 

because we love God’s word (as Wesley writes: ‘at any price give me the book of God’).  But 

it’s no enough to simply love God’s Word in principle.   We need to love to listen to God’s 
voice & spend time with Him in practise. 
 

According to the National Church Life survey (2011), 47% of Christians in an Anglican church in 
the Sydney Diocese reported ‘much growth’ in their faith.  With that 43% said they spent time 

in prayer & Bible reading every day (or most days).   On those numbers alone, it suggests we’ve 

got the opportunity to make our love of God’s Word & time with Him in prayer more 

practised.   

 

For some, daily ‘quiet times’ don’t happen, because we don’t know where to start.  All sorts of 

great resources are available & can be recommended.  A great starting point is asking others at 
church what they do – share the treasury of ideas we already have.  Even without asking others, 

it can be as simple as choosing a book of the Bible & prayerfully read it with a few key questions.  

As an example: Open John’s gospel at chapter 1.  Pray for God to speak to you through it.  Read 

1 chapter.  Ask: What does this passage reveal about God?  What does this passage reveal 
about humanity?  If it’s true, what difference would it make to your day & life?  Then talk to God 

about what He’s revealed.  It’s really simple – but not the only model.  Another example:  Ask 

God’s help & read a Psalm.  Look for one point of Adoration (God’s character & works); 

Admission (the sin & failure it exposes in you); & Aspiration (a change you’d like the Spirit to 
bring about).   Respond in prayer.  Where to start is quickly solved. 
 

Harder for some, is getting started.  Even when your busy, distracted or half-hearted – there’s 
value in the discipline of spending time with God.  Heather Pace gives three reasons why mere 

faithfulness works.  

1. God’s Word Will Change You.  The Bible has a way of convicting our hearts, correcting 

our thoughts, awakening our spirits, and changing our lives (Heb. 4:12). Psalm 19 says God’s 
Word revives our soul, brings wisdom, rejoices our heart, enlightens our eyes, and, of 

course, keeps us from sin (Ps. 19:7–11).   If you want to have great quiet times, you need to 

just start having quiet times. Scripture doesn’t shy away from declaring its greatness—and for 

good reason. In the words of the old Sunday school song, if we can find ourselves in this 
Book every day, we will inevitably grow, grow, grow.  

 

2. Prayer Will Affect You.  In 1 John 5:14–15, the apostle writes: ‘And this is the confidence 
that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. And if we 
know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have 
asked of him.’  At first glance, it’s hard to believe we always “have the requests we have 
asked of him.” When we rightly pray, however, we are relinquishing our will and wanting 

God’s instead—which is what he always says “yes” to. Prayer, then, reminds us to want 

God’s will above our own. If we left our quiet time with this benefit alone, it would be worth 

the time. Prayer is also the act of coming before the throne of grace to ask for help (Heb. 
4:16). We enter prayer with concerns, and we leave with confidence in God’s sovereign grip 

over all things. What more could you ask for during a quiet time?  

 

3. You Will Want More.  Spiritual disciplines are a little like a healthy diet. Pieces of fruit 

don’t always look appealing when you stare at them. But if you take the plunge and bite into 

a juicy apple, you’ll think, That tastes good. I think I’ll take another bite. So it is with God’s 

Word and prayer—only exponentially more so.  Quantity will lead to inherent quality, which 
will invariably lead to more quantity of better quality.  The Psalms tell us God’s Word is 

desirable, sweeter than honey to the mouth (Ps. 119:103). Tasting Scripture’s goodness will 

create an appetite for more. You’ll want to dig deeper and engage further. Faithful prayer has 

the same effect. The more you talk to God in faith, the more you will see him answer (Matt. 
7:7–11), which will result in wanting to talk to him more.  In short, quantity will lead to 

inherent quality, which will invariably lead to more quantity of better quality. It’s a beautiful 

cycle. 

In Him, Mark Smith 
 
 

 

 

June 9th     2019 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

8 am at St. Paul’s  

Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 
 

12:30pm at New St Thomas’ 

Wallerawang (All age, All in) 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 

mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Thursdays 

  
Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418610655 

john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Wednesdays 

 
Community Pastor 

Terry Smith  0449233862 
terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au 

Not available Tuesday & Friday  
 

Wardens 
Robert  Hookham  0403506693 

John Stevens           6355 1337 
Eric Young           0429664436 

  
Office Administration 

Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Tuesday  & Friday 9 – 2  
 

for Children and youth 

 Youth Group for yrs 6- 12                

                        During School 

Term    Fridays                          

7:00 –   9 pm 

……………. 

 

 

K – yr 6  

During School Term  

     Fridays 5pm – 6:30 pm  
 

 

Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 

 

mailto:terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au


  
  

 

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn? 

   
2. HEART: What did God say to you? 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 

 

readings 
 
 

ot    Isaiah 64:1 – 7  (page 609)  

nt    1 Corinthians 2:6 – 16   (page 924) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Word of encouragement:  

 

Gospel Conversations on Campus   We've almost finished our first 
semester on campus working amongst students at Western Sydney Uni 
and we're very thankful for the many gospel conversations we've had with 

non-Christian students from all over the world. One of the blessings we've 
found ministering at WSU is that the majority of students we're meeting 
with are non-believers from various cultures and faiths. 
 

Cameron is continuing to meet with Adrian*, the Bengali Muslim he met at 
the beginning of semester. Adrian is yet to commit his life to 
Christ because he is feeling some anger towards God after some tragic 

events in his life last year. Despite this, Adrian is interested in coming to 
church with us. Please pray that he would come to church and to faith in 
Jesus. 
 

During the first weeks on campus, Sandy*, an ex-Catholic came to check 
bible study out. He didn't say much and wouldn't give us his contact details 
and we didn't see him for a number of weeks. And then just the other 

week he appeared at bible study again, this time full of questions about the 
bible and happy to give us his contact details.  Please pray that Sandy 
would keep coming to bible study and find the answers to his 

questions about God's word. 
God also provided an opportunity to share the gospel with Walter*, a 
Chinese/Vietnamese Atheist. Walter was very hesitant to talk because past 

conversations he had about religion had turned nasty but we were able to 
hold a calm conversation about Jesus and God-willing this is a 
first step toward Walter coming to faith. Please pray that he would come 
to faith. 
 

That same week Cameron met Paul*, an ex-Jehovah's witness who was 
very surprised when told that he could be sure of being saved because of 
what Jesus has done. Paul is interested in coming to bible study next 

semester. Please pray that he would come to bible study and know 
the certainty of salvation in Jesus. 
 

We also met two students who said they are Christians, one named Tom* 

an international student from the Congo and the other, Ira* the son of 
migrants from Sierra Leone. At the moment there are very few solid 
Christians involved with CBM at the Liverpool campus so we're really 

keen to meet more Christian students, especially those from 
migrant backgrounds, to help lead students to Christ. Please pray that 
God would raise up more Christian students on campus. 

Easter Welcome Dinner   On Easter Saturday our family hosted an Easter-
themed welcome dinner for mostly non-believing families from the Middle 

East. This was our first opportunity to show hospitality to some refugees 
and new migrants and to share with them what Easter means for 
Christians.  
 

Counselling Refugees & New Migrants   Plans for the Summit Trauma 
Healing Centre are continuing to progress. The mental health team are 
drawing up their mission statement and narrowing down locations to 

begin counselling. They're currently working on a name for the centre. If 
you have any suggestions, please let us know. Lara is looking forward to 
beginning counselling amongst refugees and new migrants as she has been 

counselling one day a week in preparation for this new venture. 
 

Cameron & Lara Blair 
if you would like the full letter please let office know 

 

 

 

  

News to share or point for prayer? 
If you would like the church family to hear of recent news, or request prayer for yourself, 

please contact the office by phone or email.  Due to privacy laws we can only publish names 

with permission of those people.  

Prayer points  

 

June 9th   Almighty God, who taught the 
hearts of your faithful people by sending 
to them the light of your Holy Spirit: 

grant to us by the same Spirit to have a 
right judgement in all things and always 
to rejoice in his holy comfort; through 

the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, 
who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

Amen 
 
June 10th  Reflect on Jesus’ words: ‘All 
authority in Heaven and earth has been 
given to me.’  Praise God as Lord of all 
– acknowledging His Lordship over all 

the aspects of your life. 
 
June 11th Reflect gratefully on the 

glories of Christ’s Kingdom. Recalling 
the final words of the Bible, pray ‘Come, 
Lord Jesus’. 

 
June 12th  Give thanks for our church 
family.   Ask God to strengthen our 

newest congregation in Wallerawang. 
Pray by name for others, that the Spirit 
will produce great fruit in them & that 

the light of Christ might shine through 
them. 
 

June 13th  Remember the plight of 
refugees around the world.  Pray for 
our nation to reflect the compassionate, 
merciful & just nature of God. 

 
June 14th   Give thanks for the Bible, & 
its easy availability to us (to read & 

hear).  Pray the God’s Word might be 
esteemed by all Christians & every 
aspect of our nation’s life. 

 
June 15th   Pray for our Mission Partner: 
Mark Muss, Anglican chaplain to Lithgow 

Correctional Centre.  Pray for Mark’s 
ministry to inmates – both Christian & 
not-yet Christians; to the families; & to 

the staff. 
 
June 16th  Almighty and everlasting God, 

you have given us your servants grace 
by the confession of a true faith to 
acknowledge the glory of the eternal 

Trinity, and by your divine power to 
worship you as One: we humbly pray 
that you would keep us steadfast in this 

faith and evermore defend us from all 
adversities; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen 

 
 

 



 

 

 Notices 

Fresh Food Sunday 

Next Sunday the 16th June 
see Peta if you are able to assist in any way 

 

Winter Appeal 
Saturday June 15th.   The whole town are invited to 

donate daily basics & long-life food.  We’ll collect goods 
from supermarkets in Lithgow, Wallerawang & Portland – 

then sort them on church property.  Through our 
partnership with Anglicare, we’ll help meet the needs of 

locals struggling in this time.  If you are able to be involved 
in promoting, donating or helping on the day – please use 
the sign-up sheet at the back of church, or contact Nick 

McKinney. 
 

Lifts required 
Some local members of 10am congregation are having 

difficulty getting to & from church.  If you are able to assist 
in picking up & dropping home, please let the office know.  

 

YUM (Youth Upper Mountains) 
Special event for all youth, Friday 14th June 

Speak to John Young for details.  
 

Winter Feasts 

A night for all church, their friends, family & the 
community. 

Good food, company & a gospel talk. 
Portland – Sunday 30th June (no 3pm service that day) 

Lithgow – Friday 26th July 
 

Sermons online 
each weeks sermons are available on the church website 
www.lpachurch.org.au (usually uploaded on Tuesdays) or 
printed transcripts are available by contacting Beth Kelly  

 

Opportunity to serve 
God gifted us differently, that through all serving, Christ’s 

church is built. A lot of serving is informal. Some is formal 
& rostered (Flowers, Welcoming, Bible Reading, Prayer, 

morning tea, sound & computer). There are opportunities 
for those wishing to serve at Wallerawang on reading the 
bible, prayer, welcoming, if you would like to help please 
speak to either Mark or Terry.  Also at 10am there is a 

need for more volunteers on the Morning Tea Roster and 
Computer, sound  (training is available), if you would like 

to join this team please speak to Corinne as term 3 rosters 
will be organised next week. 

 
 

 
Lithgow and Portland Anglican Church  

Direct Giving details 
Account Name -    ANGLICAN PARISH Of     

 LITHGOW  DIRECT 
GIVING   

BSB -                 062591 
Account No. -  10085204 

 

  

Roster reminders  
 

June 16th   2019  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible readings  

ot Job 5: 8 1 13 

nt  1 Corinthians 3 
 

Thank you for serving.  If you are unable to fulfil your 

rostered duty please organise a swap and let the 

service leader and the office know 
 

Growth Groups  
 

Mon pm Senior teens Lithgow 

Tues am mixed    Lithgow 

        pm mixed    Lithgow 

Wed pm Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm Men’s       Lithgow 

         pm Mixed   Wallerawang 

Thu  am Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm mixed   Lithgow 

         pm mixed    Wallerawang 

         pm mixed   Portland 

Fri   am women’s   Lithgow 

        pm Mixed    Lithgow 
 

 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 

http://www.lpachurch.org.au/

