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Dear friends, 
 

Welcome to church!    

 

Not only has the attention around Israel Folau not reduced in Australia, it’s now gaining 
attention world-wide.  The BBC’s Sydney correspondent, Hywel Griffith, explains why: 

‘It’s an active debate about the frontline between someone’s right for freedom of 
expression & freedom of religious views on one side, and then someone’s right not to 
be discriminated against, not to be condemned by people publicly.  In the middle is the 
issue of a contract and what you can do as an employee, what can you do in your 
private time (when as a well-paid Rugby player – when are you acting in public & when 
in private).’  This conversation is far from over.  Many of us are having these 
conversations with our friends, co-workers & neighbours right now.    We need to 

continue to respond carefully, graciously & wisely.  
 

Archbishop Glenn Davies helpfully & challengingly issued a public statement on Israel 
Folau and the issue of Freedom of Speech, Conscience and Belief. 

"Israel Folau's right to express his faith and act according to his conscience is of 
fundamental importance in any democracy, and it is of great concern to many 
Australians that this right is being denied and vilified. Many are wondering 
whether they will be next. No-one should suppose that there are not deeply 
held views on either side of this issue. But at the moment, only one side is 
being heard. The way in which Folau’s motives have been impugned and his 
avenues of support have been cut off smacks of a new and ugly Australia where 
dissent from narrow cultural views is not tolerated.  
The original post on Instagram canvassed some basic tenets of the Christian 
faith. It was not the entire Christian message, but it was posted without malice 
and from a place of deep conscience and concern. It encompassed all people, 
for we are all liars. It was posted with respect and with urgency. It had nothing 
to do with rugby and it should have been his right as a citizen to speak of what 
he believes without threat to his employment.  
Christians do not ask that everyone agree with us on the reality of heaven and 
hell, but it is part of our faith-DNA that we speak out about the salvation that 
is only found in Jesus, whatever the cost. I support the right for him to 
articulate his faith in the public sphere of social media. I admire the resolute 
way he has given his personal testimony.  Why, in the diversity of views in 
modern Australia, is that faith to be silenced - the faith from which springs so 
much of the values and virtues of our own civilisation, let alone the charitable 
works of many Christian churches across our land. 
Ultimately, this will not be decided in the media. The clear support of ordinary 
Christians has been ignored, marginalised and silenced. Many commentators 
(and many politicians) have failed to understand the precious nature of 
conscience and belief and its power in the lives of ordinary Australians. Loud, 
intolerant voices swamp the quiet faith of many. But I pray that what Israel 
Folau is going through may shine a light on an issue which is vital to our 
democracy and of crucial importance for Christians - freedom of speech, 
freedom of worship and freedom to live according to our faith." 

 

On the ‘big-scale’ of public debate, Folau’s tweet, sacking & then crowd-fundraising, it 
would seem to have painted Christianity in a negative light.  Fairly or not, it’s been 
heard as a message of hateful condemnation rather than loving warning.   

 
cont’d inside  

 

 

 

 

June 30th 2019 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

8 am at St. Paul’s  

Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 
 

12:30pm at New St Thomas’ 

Wallerawang (All age, All in) 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 

mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Thursdays 

  
Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418610655 

john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Wednesdays 

 
Community Pastor 

Terry Smith  0449233862 
terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au 

Not available Tuesday & Friday  
 

Wardens 
Robert  Hookham  0403506693 

John Stevens           6355 1337 
Eric Young           0429664436 

  
Office Administration 

Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Tuesday  & Friday 9 – 2  
 

for Children and youth 

 Youth Group for yrs 6- 12                

                        During School 

Term    Fridays                          

7:00 –   9 pm 

……………. 

 

 

K – yr 6  

During School Term  

     Fridays 5pm – 6:30 pm  
 

 

Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 

 

mailto:terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au


  

Fairly or not, it’s been heard that the Christian message is one of behaviour change, rather than a heart renewed by the 
transforming work of Christ & His Spirit.  For all the problems, the ‘big-scale’ has generated a lot of ‘small scale’ opportunities.   
Jesus is in the mix of regular, day to day conversations - & has been for weeks now.  Each twist in the story is a new angle & 

fresh conversation to speak of the Christ we know. 
 

With all that’s at stake, we can all at least do 2 things:  

First, Pray.  Few of us will have a profile that attracts world attention.  Pray for Folau & other high-profile Christians to boldly 
& clearly present Jesus.  With that, pray we’d be bold & clear in talking to those we do have a ‘profile’ amongst.   
Second, Take the opportunities.  If we ask, God will open chances for the gospel.  Don’t neglect them.  Don’t get waylaid with 

side issues, but use the side issues to introduce the wonder of Christ Himself.  
 
In Him, Mark Smith 

 

readings 
 
 

ot   Zephaniah 1  (page 766)  

nt    Matthew 27: 33 – 46 (page 810) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Word of encouragement:  

 

 
 

 

  

 

News to share or point for prayer? 
If you would like the church family to hear of recent news, or request prayer for yourself, 

please contact the office by phone or email.  Due to privacy laws we can only publish names 

with permission of those people.  

Direct Giving details 
Account Name -    ANGLICAN PARISH Of     

 LITHGOW  DIRECT 
GIVING   

BSB -                 062591 
Account No. -  10085204 

 

Prayer points  

 

 
June 30th  Lord God, the unfailing helper and guide of 
those whom you bring up in your steadfast fear and 

love, keep us, we pray, under the protection of your 
good providence, and give us a continual reverence 
and love for your holy name; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, Amen 
 
July 1st Our diocese has a prayer for ‘Mission 2020’ – 

reflect on it to shape your prayers for our church 
family: ‘Our Heavenly Father, fill our lives with the 
fruit of your Spirit, so that we may walk in joyful 

obedience, share your love by word and deed, and see 
Christ honoured in every community as Lord and 
Saviour.  Amen’ 

 
July 2nd Give thanks for the young people of our 
church & the ministries that cater to their spiritual 

growth.  As a new term begins, pray that God might 
see our children grow in faith - & many young people 
in this area come to faith 

 
July 3rd Thank God for the privilege of prayer – that 
through Christ, we are listened to by the Father as 

His beloved children.  Give thanks that even when we 
don’t know what to pray, the Spirit intercedes on our 
behalf. 

 
July 4th  Reflect on the wonder of creation, & like 
Psalm 19, let it lead you to praise our Maker.  Pray 

also that all humanity might be good & wise stewards 
of God’s great creation. 
 
July 5th  Give thanks for Christ’s victory over the 

grave.  Pray for those who live in fear of death, that 
they may find faith through the resurrection. 
 

July 6th  Ask God for opportunities to share with 
others the hope you have through the risen Lord 
Jesus. 

 
July 7th Lord God, the unfailing helper and guide of 
those whom you bring up in your steadfast fear and 

love, keep us, we pray, under the protection of your 
good providence, and give us a continual reverence 
and love for your holy name; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, Amen. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notices 

Thank you 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all my friends 
at St. Paul’s for their support and love shown to myself and 
my family on the occasion of John’s funeral and the weeks 
following.  It is a very hard journey that only I can travel as 

I miss John very dearly.  But I know the prayers of the 
faithful have helped me through each day.  Whatever the 
future may hold I know the God who holds the future.  

God bless you all.  Carol Barlow 
 

 Winter Feasts 
A night for all church, their friends, family & the 

community. 

Good food, company & a gospel talk. 
Portland – Sunday 30th June (no 3pm service that day) 

Lithgow – Friday 26th July 
 

Creating Safe Places 
Lithgow Baptist Church  

     Saturday, 27 July 2019 Workshop: 12:30PM - 3:30PM 
Sign in on the day, 20 minutes before start  

Afternoon tea provided.  Pre-registration essential 

the workshop will cover – Duty of care, positional power, 
protection of vulnerable people, and more for information and 

to register contact – Eric Chambers 0428442855 

ericac@fastmail.net 
 

Remaining Fresh Food Days 2019  
July 14th, August 11th, September 15th , October 13th , 
November 10th, December 15th .  Extra helpers will be 

needed for July if you can assist please speak to  
Peta O’Meley,  John Wiltshire or Mark.   

 

Ladies Fellowship 2019   
Meet at 12 o’clock each month  

(bus trips leave at 11:30) 

July 8th Bus trip to David Parsons Organ Recital $45 bus  

& lunch  - contact  Pat Charlton 
August 15th  Soup & Damper Guest speaker Terry Smith 

$8 -  contact Doreen Hart 
September 19th  Bus Trip to Portland for Lunch – contact 

Deirdre Culla 
October 17th  Beth & Barbara’s Garden – bring a sandwich, 

- contact Margaret Blundell 
Nov 21st   Christmas Lunch  

 
 
 

 
 

Lithgow and Portland Anglican Church  

  

Roster reminders  
 

July 7th      2019  
 

 

Bible readings  

ot Zephaniah 2: 1 – 3:8 

nt  Matthew 6: 27 – 34  
 

Thank you for serving.  If you are unable to fulfil your 

rostered duty please organise a swap and let the 

service leader and the office know 
 

Growth Groups  
 

Mon pm Senior teens Lithgow 

Tues am mixed    Lithgow 

        pm mixed    Lithgow 

Wed pm Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm Men’s       Lithgow 

         pm Mixed   Wallerawang 

Thu  am Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm mixed   Lithgow 

         pm mixed    Wallerawang 

         pm mixed   Portland 

Fri   am women’s   Lithgow 

        pm Mixed    Lithgow 
 

 

 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 

mailto:ericac@fastmail.net

