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Dear friends, 
 

Welcome to church!  John Wesley captures beautifully why we love the Bible 
‘I want to know one thing, the way to heaven… God Himself has condescended to 
teach the way… He hath written it down in a book.  O give me that book: At any 
price give me the book of God!  I have it: here is knowledge enough for me… I sit 
down alone: only God is here.  In His presence I open, I read His book; for this 
end, to find the way to Heaven… Does any thing appear dark & intricate?  I lift up 
my heart to the Father of lights… I then search after and consider parallel 
passages… I meditate thereon… If any doubt still remain, I consult those who are 
experienced in the things of God: and then the writings whereby, being dead, they 
yet speak.  And what I thus learn, that I teach.’ 

 

Wesley taps into why the Psalmist calls God’s Word more precious than gold & sweeter 
than Honey (Psalm 19).   In the Bible, we have God speak directly to us.  We don’t need 
anyone else (though we have the blessing that we can ask other’s wisdom).   When we’re 
alone reading the Bible, we’re really in God’s presence, as He lights our darkness & leads us 
home to glory.  
 

Our love of the Bible is why we’ve purchased news Bibles for all our locations (150 for 
Lithgow, 50 for Wallerawang & 50 for Portland).  You would’ve received it as you came 
into church today.   It’s a significant outlay for us as a church (but as Wesley writes: ‘at any 
price give me the book of God’).  There are at least 3 great benefits of this purchase: 
 

First, Handing out Bibles has symbolic value.  Giving everyone a Bible as they enter is a 
simple way to say: ‘this is what you’ll need’- no matter who you are.  We’ve come to 
engage God - & we meet Him in His Word & Spirit (God’s Word & Spirit always work 
together & can’t be separated).   It also symbolically reaffirms we came at the same level.  
While you’re welcome to bring your own copy, giving out Bibles doesn’t draw a line 
between people as we gather.  You can’t look around & tell the long-time follower with a 
well-worn Bible, from someone just checking Jesus out who doesn’t own a copy.   It says 
we have no expectation of you in coming – God will graciously give you what you need.  
 

Second, Handing out Bible has real & eternal value.  God’s word is more than symbolically 
useful.  As Peter said to Jesus: ‘Lord to whom shall we go?  You alone have words of 
eternal life’ (John 6v68).  The Bible is living & active.  Because God can’t lie or fail – there’s 
no separation between Him & His Word.  When we read the Scriptures, we meet the 
Living God.  In it is everything we need for life & godliness (2 Timothy 3v16-17).  As our 
articles of faith put it: 

Article VI -  Of the Sufficiency of the holy Scriptures for salvation.  Holy Scripture 
containeth all things necessary to salvation: so that whatsoever is not read therein, 
nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be 
believed as an article of the Faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation. 

In receiving the Bible entering church – we are receiving all we need to have a real, lively 
faith in God that will last forever.   
 

Third, We have Bibles to hand on.   The Bible is too precious to keep to ourselves.  We 
bought new ones because at some services, we were running short of copies to hand out.  
Some of our old copies were also starting to fall apart (one week I had to grab another, as 
the passage I was to preach on had fallen out).  But many of our old editions are still in 
good condition.  We are storing them onsite, so that we can give them to friends & family 
who don’t’ have a copy.  Until they run out, our old copies (preferably not our new ones) 
are a supply that you can take, give to a friend.  As you do, it’s your chance to offer to read 
it with them (as one experienced in the things of God) – that they might discover the 
treasure within.  
 

In Him, Mark Smith 
 
 

 

 

June 2nd    2019 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

8 am at St. Paul’s  

Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 
 

12:30pm at New St Thomas’ 

Wallerawang (All age, All in) 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 

mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Thursdays 

  
Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418610655 

john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Wednesdays 

 
Community Pastor 

Terry Smith  0449233862 
terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au 

Not available Tuesday & Friday  
 

Wardens 
Robert  Hookham  0403506693 

John Stevens           6355 1337 
Eric Young           0429664436 

  
Office Administration 

Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Tuesday  & Friday 9 – 2  
 

for Children and youth 

 Youth Group for yrs 6- 12                

                        During School 

Term    Fridays                          

7:00 –   9 pm 

……………. 

 

 

K – yr 6  

During School Term  

     Fridays 5pm – 6:30 pm  
 

 

Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 

 

mailto:terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au


  
  

 

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn? 

   
2. HEART: What did God say to you? 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 

 

readings 
 
 

ot    Isaiah 29:13–21  (page 576)  

nt    1 Corinthians 1:18–2:5  (page 924) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Word of encouragement:  

 

Youth and Children’s update 

I really don’t know where to start as I try to write down 
some reflections on our youth and children’s ministry. I 
want to share with you some of the blessings but my head is 
spinning. I mean, do I write about the faithful leaders and 
SRE teachers? Do I share the way they love Jesus and love 
young people by sharing Jesus with them? Do I share with 
you their hard work, and the way God has gifted them and 
is using them for His glory? I’d love to show you that. 
  
Or do I write about the young people and the blessing it is 

to share Jesus with them? Do I write some of the 
encouraging stories of young people maturing as they follow 
Jesus? Do I write about those who stood firm for Jesus 
despite difficult situations? Maybe I should write about the 
joy it is to see them grow in their understanding of the Bible 
and through that growing closer to Jesus?  
 
Perhaps I should share about all the weekly programs from 
our Sunday programs to the numerous Scripture lessons 
taught each week or the kids club or youth group? I could 
share about the types of programs we run or materials we 

write or use.  
 
Or maybe I should write about the big special events like 
Y.U.M. (the combined youth groups event we are part of 
each term)? What a blessing it is to gather with youth 
groups from all over the upper mountains. Or even KYCK 
the Katoomba convention for high schoolers? What an 
amazing event, with over 6000 young people attending over 
3 weekends each year. We’ve been so wonderfully blessed 
to attend KYCK with youth group for a number for years 
now. 
 

I could write about so many different things. I could even 
make it sound like I’m in control, busy and successful. But I 
must confess that I spend a lot of time feeling overwhelmed 
and inadequate. Perhaps that’s why I love 1 Corinthians 
1:18-2:5 that Mark is preaching on today. I’m so thankful 
that this work is not dependent on my wisdom, strength or 
planning! I am so thankful that it is all dependent on our 
wonderful saviour Jesus. And I’m so thankful for all the 
opportunities He blesses me with; people to work 
alongside, programs and events to be part of, the way He 
calls people to Himself and grows them in Him.  

 
31 Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts  

boast in the Lord.” 
 

 
 

  

 

News to share or point for prayer? 
If you would like the church family to hear of recent news, or request prayer for yourself, 

please contact the office by phone or email.  Due to privacy laws we can only publish names 

with permission of those people.  

Prayer points  

 

June 2nd   O God, the king of glory, you have 
exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great 

triumph to your kingdom in heaven: thank you 
for sending your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, 
and exalt us to where our Saviour Christ has 

gone before, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for evermore.  Amen. 
 

June 3rd  Praise God for His power – that He 
can bring something from nothing & life from 
death 

 

June 4th   Pray for our persecuted sisters & 
brothers in Christ around the world.  Pray 
for their relief - & even more their 
endurance – mindful of Hebrews 10:35-36 
‘So do not throw away your confidence; it 
will be richly rewarded. You need to 
persevere so that when you have done the 
will of God, you will receive what he has 
promised’. 
 

June 5th   Pray that our church might grow in 
depth in our knowledge of God’s character 

& ways.  Pray that we might hear His voice & 
do all that Jesus says. 
 

June 6th   Thank God for the good news of 
the gospel that makes us one in Christ & 
breaks down every human barrier.  Pray for 
our church family to enjoy & express that 
peace. 
 

June 7th   Remember Christ’s love & pray for 
those who still live rejecting him: For God so 
loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 
 

June 8th   Give thanks for the ‘means of grace’ 
that God has given you to grow more like 
Him (eg. His Word in your language; godly 
Christian models & teachers; the fellowship 
of Church; The indwelling Spirit of Holiness) 
 

June 9th   Almighty God, who taught the 
hearts of your faithful people by sending to 

them the light of your Holy Spirit: grant to us 
by the same Spirit to have a right judgement 
in all things and always to rejoice in his holy 
comfort; through the merits of Christ Jesus 
our Saviour, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever.  Amen 

 
 

 



 

 

 Notices 

 

Winter Appeal 
Saturday June 15th.   The whole town are invited to donate daily 
basics & long-life food.  We’ll collect goods from supermarkets 

in Lithgow, Wallerawang & Portland – then sort them on church 
property.  Through our partnership with Anglicare, we’ll help 
meet the needs of locals struggling in this time.  If you are able 

to be involved in promoting, donating or helping on the day – 
please use the sign-up sheet at the back of church, or contact 

Nick McKinney. 
 

Lifts required 
Some local members of 10am congregation are having difficulty 

getting to & from church.  If you are able to assist in picking up 
& dropping home, please let the office know.  

 

YUM (Youth Upper Mountains) 

Special event for all youth, Friday 14th June 
Speak to John Young for details.  

 

Winter Feasts 
A night for all church, their friends, family & the community. 

Good food, company & a gospel talk. 
Portland – Sunday 30th June (no 3pm service that day) 

Lithgow – Friday 26th July 

 
Sermons online 

each weeks sermons are available on the church website 

www.lpachurch.org.au (usually uploaded on Tuesdays) or 
printed transcripts are available by contacting Beth Kelly  

 
Opportunity to serve 

God gifted us differently, that through all serving, Christ’s 
church is built. A lot of serving is informal. Some is formal 
& rostered (Flowers, Welcoming, Bible Reading, Prayer, 

morning tea, sound & computer). There are opportunities 
for those wishing to serve at Wallerawang on reading the 
bible, prayer, welcoming, if you would like to help please 

speak to either Mark or Terry.  Also at 10am there is a 
need for more volunteers on the Morning Tea Roster and 
Computer, sound  (training is available), if you would like 

to join this team please speak to Corinne   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lithgow and Portland Anglican Church  

Direct Giving details 
Account Name -    ANGLICAN PARISH Of     

 LITHGOW  DIRECT 
GIVING   

BSB -                 062591 
Account No. -  10085204 

 

  

Roster reminders  
 

June 9th  2019  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible readings  

ot Isaiah 64:1 -7 

nt  1 Corinthians 2:6-16 
 

Thank you for serving.  If you are unable to fulfil your 

rostered duty please organise a swap and let the 

service leader and the office know 
 

Growth Groups  
 

Mon pm Senior teens Lithgow 

Tues am mixed    Lithgow 

        pm mixed    Lithgow 

Wed pm Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm Men’s       Lithgow 

         pm Mixed   Wallerawang 

Thu  am Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm mixed   Lithgow 

         pm mixed    Wallerawang 

         pm mixed   Portland 

Fri   am women’s   Lithgow 

        pm Mixed    Lithgow 
 

 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 

http://www.lpachurch.org.au/

