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Dear friends, 
 

Welcome to church!   5 years ago, we laid out a plan for our Parish shaped by our 

conviction: Knowing Jesus, Serving Jesus, Proclaiming Jesus.  That plan helped guide 
decisions & challenged us all personally.  Key to that 5 year plan is our simple strategy 
to make that maturity spiral a reality. 

Every member committed to Christ 

Every member committed to one public worship service 
Every member committed to a Growth Group 
Every member committed to a ministry (either to build the church or bless the 

community). 
 

As we look in the 2nd half of this year to draft a plan for the next 5 years, it’s worth us 
all reflecting on that word: ‘Commitment’.   ‘Commitment’ itself is a beautiful word.  

Commitment implies:  Extravagance: Not content with the bare minimum; Sacrifice: 
Expect it to be costly; Insight: It requires thought & intentionality; Action: The thought 
doesn’t count; Passion: Genuine emotional involvement; Persistence: ‘For better, for 

worse, till…’.  When Jesus gave the greatest command (‘to love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength’), 
he was calling us to commit to Him.  
 

 Archdeacon Kara Hartley writes helpfully how commitment can so easily be forgotten 

in how we speak of the Christian life – the shift from ‘Servants to Volunteers’. 
 

At my church, probably like many others, we have a vision/mission statement: 
Connect, Grow, Serve. That’s what we’re on about. People to connect with Christ 
and his people, to grow in their love of Christ, and to serve Christ. Yet over the 
past few years I’ve been struck by the use of “volunteer” as an alternative word to 
“serve”, to the point where the mission statement could read Connect, Grow, 
Volunteer. 
Now that doesn’t sound quite right does it? But am I just being pedantic, or is 
there a problem with the growing reference to church members as volunteers?  I 
suspect volunteer is being used with good intentions as ministers are keen to find 
helpful terms to describe those in their church community who contribute to 
ministry and the general running of the church. Yet even with the best of 
intentions I fear using “volunteer” has some unintended, unhelpful consequences. 
[…]   

 

However, not only do we now speak of people volunteering for various activities 
around church, more recently the term volunteer move from a verb to a noun. 
People no longer simply volunteer for this or that, but are themselves given the 
title “volunteer”’. That’s the description I hear ministers using: “I’m keen to 
encourage my volunteers”, or “I want to train our volunteers”. Yet, as I said, does 
this really matter? I believe it does, because it changes the way I think of church, 
and the way I think of myself. 
 

Without getting into an extensive discussion on the theology of Church, in the 
New Testament we see several descriptions and metaphors: the people of God (1 
Peter 2:9), a gathering (Acts 8:1), the body of Christ (Romans 12:5f) and family or 
household (Ephesians 2:19; 1 TImothy 3:15), among others.  Romans and 1 
Corinthians describe how those who belong to the body of Christ are to serve the 
body using the various gifts that God gives them (Rom.12:5f; 1 Cor.12:12f). So as I 
belong to a local gathering I serve as a member of that expression of Christ’s body, 
for the good of that body. 

cont’d inside  
 

 

 

 

June 23rd      2019 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

8 am at St. Paul’s  

Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 
 

12:30pm at New St Thomas’ 

Wallerawang (All age, All in) 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 

mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Thursdays 

  
Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418610655 

john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Wednesdays 

 
Community Pastor 

Terry Smith  0449233862 
terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au 

Not available Tuesday & Friday  
 

Wardens 
Robert  Hookham  0403506693 

John Stevens           6355 1337 
Eric Young           0429664436 

  
Office Administration 

Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Tuesday  & Friday 9 – 2  
 

for Children and youth 

 Youth Group for yrs 6- 12                

                        During School 

Term    Fridays                          

7:00 –   9 pm 

……………. 

 

 

K – yr 6  

During School Term  

     Fridays 5pm – 6:30 pm  
 

 

Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 

 

mailto:terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au


  
  

There is a reason I am on the welcoming roster and not the music team! As I volunteer for various ministries I do so as a 
servant of Christ, a member of the body of Christ, for the glory of Christ. As Romans 12:1-2 says, in view of God’s 
mercies I offer myself as a living sacrifice to him.  Finally, 1 Peter 2:4-5 gives us a vision of the priesthood of all believers. 
That is, in the economy of salvation I am no more or no less than the “priest”, but through Christ have the same access 
to God. 
 

The danger of describing people in church as volunteers is that we begin to obscure or even deny these realities. By 
adding the category of volunteer into community, the church is now an organisation and brothers and sisters become 
volunteers. The paid staff are the professionals, leading and running an organisation that I help out with in my spare time – 
not unlike friends who volunteer to manage their kid’s soccer team, or volunteer to be the class mum. […] 

 

Church is not an event put on by a bunch of professionals […] “Volunteers” might be a neat, shorthand way of referring 
to the unpaid non-staff in our churches but I find it unsatisfactory. I am a servant, a member of Christ’s body, part of 
God’s family, his household. So: Connect, Grow, Volunteer? I hope it doesn’t catch on. I am a member of Christ's body. 

 

In Him, Mark Smith 

 

readings 
 
 

ot    Psalm 78:1 – 4    (page 472)  

nt    1 Corinthians 4   (page 925) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Word of encouragement:  

 

Reflections on Quiet Times 
(Andrew Smith – 10am congregation) 

 

A daily quiet time is something I have always struggled with 
but has been getting better and better as I have aged. Over 
the last few years it has become a highlight of each day.  
 

Growing up, we had family devotions but I was very slow to 
take responsibility for my own quiet time. I would 

occasionally read from my NIV Study Bible, using the notes 
to answer any questions I had or sometimes just following 
the cross references to see where I might end up.  
 

Later, my quiet time was based around church commitments 

- preparing a Sunday School lesson or a youth group Bible 
study. I was spending time reading the Bible but the focus 
was on the task, on preparing something for others. Several 

times (often with a New Years resolution) I tried using a 
Bible reading plan with varying degrees of success. Invariably 
though, I would end up falling behind, getting discouraged or 
simply losing interest.  
 

The turning point came when my quiet time became 

personal. I would pick a book of the Bible I wanted to learn 
more about and I'd read it! For me, the key was not having 
an imposed book or an imposed daily starting or finishing 

point. Not understanding everything, I took to reading a 
commentary AFTER trying to figure the passage out for 
myself. I still use this method for the Old Testament.  
 

For the New Testament, I have been learning Greek, 
translating a verse at a time then reading a commentary 

based on the Greek. (This is God's word after all and I don't 
want to believe the wrong thing out of my own ignorance). 
This process is both delightfully slow and extremely 

rewarding and can feel like I am reading the Bible for the first 
time.  
 

However, the method that has helped me more than any 
other to understand the Bible better is a process known as 
phrasing. Using a computer, I start with just the Bible text, 

one verse per line - no headings, paragraphs or formatting of 
any kind.  
 

The basic idea is to break the text into phrases and lay them 
out visually. (Details of this method can be found at 
https://www.billmounce.com/phrasing). This requires a lot of 

reading and re-reading. I find this process extremely 
enjoyable, an effective way to grapple with the author's train 
of thought and creates something I can use in other contexts.  

 
My top tip for a quiet time? Be selfish! Find a time of day 
when you won't be watching the clock, clear your mind of 

distractions and do something that interests you - but make 
sure the Bible is included. Don't forget to pray. 
 

 

 

  

 

News to share or point for prayer? 
If you would like the church family to hear of recent news, or request prayer for yourself, 

please contact the office by phone or email.  Due to privacy laws we can only publish names 

with permission of those people.  

Direct Giving details 
Account Name -    ANGLICAN PARISH Of     

 LITHGOW  DIRECT 
GIVING   

BSB -                 062591 
Account No. -  10085204 

 

Prayer points  

 

June 23rd  Lord God, the strength of all who put their 
trust in you: mercifully accept our prayers, and 
because through the weakness of our mortal nature 

we can do nothing good without you, grant us the 
help of your grace, that in keeping your 
commandments we may please you both in will and 

deed; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
June 24th  Praise the LORD who loves this world… 

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son 

into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 
world through him.  (John 3:16-17) 
 

June 25th   Praise the LORD who is good to all ‘He 
causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous’. 

(Matthew 5:45) 
 
June 26th   Praise the LORD who remembers those in 

hardship ‘Though the LORD is on high, he looks upon 
the lowly, but the proud he knows from afar’. (Psalm 
138:6) 

 
June 27th   Praise the LORD who loves his enemies 
‘But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.’ 
(Romans 5:8) 
 

June 28th   Praise the LORD who shares His riches 
‘Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can 
never perish, spoil or fade.’ (1 Peter 1:3-4) 
 

June 29th  Praise the LORD who will return to 
redeem us ‘When Christ, who is your life, appears, 
then you also will appear with him in glory’. 

(Colossians 3:4) 
 
June 30th  Lord God, the unfailing helper and guide of 

those whom you bring up in your steadfast fear and 
love, keep us, we pray, under the protection of your 
good providence, and give us a continual reverence 

and love for your holy name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, Amen 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 Notices 
 

 

Lifts required 
Some local members of 10am congregation are having 

difficulty getting to & from church.  If you are able to assist 
in picking up & dropping home, please let the office know.  

 

Thursday Prayer group 
10am – 11am Thursdays in St. Pauls Church building 

Open to all and All Welcome 
Contact Carolyn Jones for details 

 
Winter Feasts 

A night for all church, their friends, family & the 

community. 
Good food, company & a gospel talk. 

Portland – Sunday 30th June (no 3pm service that day) 
Lithgow – Friday 26th July 

 

Sermons online 
each weeks sermons are available on the church website 
www.lpachurch.org.au (usually uploaded on Tuesdays) or 
printed transcripts are available by contacting Beth Kelly  

 

Opportunity to serve 
God gifted us differently, that through all serving, Christ’s 

church is built. A lot of serving is informal. Some is formal 
& rostered (Flowers, Welcoming, Bible Reading, Prayer, 

morning tea, sound & computer). There are opportunities 
for those wishing to serve at Wallerawang on reading the 
bible, prayer, welcoming, if you would like to help please 
speak to either Mark or Terry.  Also at 10am there is a 

need for more volunteers on the Morning Tea Roster and 
Computer, sound  (training is available), if you would like 

to join this team please speak to Corinne as term 3 rosters 
will be organised next week. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Lithgow and Portland Anglican Church  

  

Roster reminders  
 

June 30th June     2019  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible readings  

ot Zephaniah 1 

nt  Matthew 27:33- 46  
 

Thank you for serving.  If you are unable to fulfil your 

rostered duty please organise a swap and let the 

service leader and the office know 
 

Growth Groups  
 

Mon pm Senior teens Lithgow 

Tues am mixed    Lithgow 

        pm mixed    Lithgow 

Wed pm Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm Men’s       Lithgow 

         pm Mixed   Wallerawang 

Thu  am Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm mixed   Lithgow 

         pm mixed    Wallerawang 

         pm mixed   Portland 

Fri   am women’s   Lithgow 

        pm Mixed    Lithgow 
 

 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 

http://www.lpachurch.org.au/

