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Dear friends, 
 

Welcome to church!   Joseph Scriven’s lyrics have comforted believers for over 150 
years: ‘What a friend we have in Jesus.  All our sins & griefs to bear’.  They’ve also 
challenged & invited action: ‘What a privilege to carry, everything God to in prayer’.  

There’s nothing we can’t bring to Him.  There’s endless opportunity: we can pray alone 
at any time, any day; & pray with others at church & Growth Group (there’s even a 
dedicated prayer group at Lithgow, Thursday 10-11am, always open to new members). 
 

What will keep us praying – taking up the privilege – is remember who we pray to.  
The Puritans called God ‘Providence’.  Griffin Gulledge writes how that name 

strengthened his prayer life:  
 

The early church father Irenaeus wrote, “The Maker of the universe . . . exercises 
a providence over all things, and arranges the affairs of our world.” Providence is 
the way God sovereignly rules all of creation. But it’s more specific. More than a 
millennium later, John Calvin wrote, “He sustains, nourishes, and cares for, 
everything he has made, even to the last sparrow . . . nothing takes place by 
chance” (1.16.1). God cares. God nourishes. God, in his sovereignty, has in mind 
what is best for those who are his.  
 

In college and seminary I can remember countless debates and squabbles over 
God’s sovereignty. There were horror stories of overzealous young preachers 
who used the doctrine like a hammer. But it was the doctrine of God’s providence 
that turned God’s sovereignty from a hammer into a pillow on which to rest my 
weary head. I had been told countless times how God was sovereign over 
everything in the world and in my life. The message of God’s providence, however, 
opened my eyes to the truth: God’s love governs God’s sovereignty. His 
sovereignty isn’t his cold, harsh rule with no regard or feeling for man. In the 
doctrine of providence, we see more clearly: God meets the needs of his people, 
according to his love for them.  God answers prayers in only two ways: provision 
or protection. 
   

When Providence is the one caring for you, you needn’t fear loss or pain or death. 
This is what undergirds Jesus’s teaching in Matthew 6:25–34. Be anxious for 
nothing, he says (Matt. 6:25). Jesus says we can look to God’s providence over 
creation to see his love for us in miniature. The birds don’t sow, but they are fed 
(Matt. 6:26). The lilies of the field don’t toil, and yet they are dressed with more 
magnificence than Solomon (Matt. 6:28–29). And we, Jesus says, are far more than 
they. God isn’t just our Creator; he’s our loving Father.  Jesus’s conclusion is the 
kicker. “The Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows 
you need them all,” he says. “But seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you” (Matt. 6:32–33).  
 

He knows you need them all. God’s provision isn’t arbitrary. He doesn’t withhold 
blessings to put his children through a cosmic test of pain tolerance. Providence is 
our God, and he knows our needs. He adds them to us.  If that’s true, it changes 
our prayer life from beguiling, bartering, or boasting to faithfully entrusting 
ourselves to the God who provides—the God who is Providence. When it comes 
down to it, God answers prayers in only two ways: provision or protection. If he 
gives us what we ask for, it’s because of his great love. But the converse is also 
true (and what we so often miss): If the Lord isn’t giving us what we’re asking for, 
then he’s protecting us from it. Because God provides his children with only good 
gifts, any time he withholds from us we can be sure it’s because that blessing 
doesn’t serve his ultimate purpose: to conform us into the image of Christ.  

cont’d inside  

 
 

 

 

June 16th     2019 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

8 am at St. Paul’s  

Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 
 

12:30pm at New St Thomas’ 

Wallerawang (All age, All in) 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 

mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Thursdays 

  
Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418610655 

john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Wednesdays 

 
Community Pastor 

Terry Smith  0449233862 
terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au 

Not available Tuesday & Friday  
 

Wardens 
Robert  Hookham  0403506693 

John Stevens           6355 1337 
Eric Young           0429664436 

  
Office Administration 

Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Tuesday  & Friday 9 – 2  
 

for Children and youth 

 Youth Group for yrs 6- 12                

                        During School 

Term    Fridays                          

7:00 –   9 pm 

……………. 

 

 

K – yr 6  

During School Term  

     Fridays 5pm – 6:30 pm  
 

 

Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 

 

mailto:terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au


  
  

Sometimes God withholds things we ask for because the thing itself is bad. Other times he withholds it because of the 
rotten fruit it would bear in our lives, the unseen pain it would cause, or the lessons or formation it would steal. 
Sometimes God’s “no” is for a season, whereby he provides for us in waiting what we couldn’t get through immediate 
gratification. Often we’re called to be like the woman from Jesus’s parable seeking justice from an unjust judge—to wait 
on the Lord and be persistent in our asking. But even then, God isn’t the unjust judge. In those moments, he isn’t holding 
out until we grovel; rather, in his providential timing he’s forming us and conforming us until we’re ready to receive his 
answer.  
In every granted prayer request and in every ‘no,’ the one who answers our prayers is Providence himself.  Whatever the 
answer, we can be sure of this: In every granted request and in every “no,” the one who answers our prayers is 
Providence himself. He has shown us in the incarnation, cross, and resurrection of Christ the extent to which he’s willing 
to go for our benefit.  

 
In Him, Mark Smith 

 

readings 
 
 

ot    Job 5:8 – 13   (page 404)  

nt    1 Corinthians 3   (page 925) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Word of encouragement:  

 

Reflections on Quiet Times 
Christine Dieckmann – 3pm congregation 

 

I think it is easy to logically rationalise or justify from 

the scriptures why having a personal time with God is 

fundamental to having a fruitful and enjoyable 

relationship with Him. What I have not always found so 

easy is establishing a routine by which this is 

implemented in my daily life. I write not as one who has 

been incredibly successful in this area but rather as one 

who fights hard to establish and keep up a routine of 

spending time alone with God so that I continue to 

experience the wonder, intimacy and joy of having a 

relationship with Him. I know from experience how 

precious it is to have this time with Him, to read the 

scriptures, to speak to Him and to wait upon Him to 

speak to me. What an incredible thing it is when He 

opens something in His word to me! Whatever it is it 

comes with a sense of truth and understanding that 

satisfies both mind and heart and gives me what I need 

to live. It keeps me in a state of worship and makes 

obedience a natural choice. 

 

And yet this being said I still struggle to keep it up. 

However, one of the best things that I have found is that 

overall its not so much what I do but that I do 

something regularly. God is a gracious Father and when 

I spend time with Him in His Word He will always 

speak to me. What I have done over many years now 

has changed according to my circumstances at the time. 

I have used bible reading plans, devotionals and kept 

journals. Sometimes my quiet times have been long and 

involved and sometimes short and simple. I have tried to 

aim for something that for me at the time is achievable 

on a regular basis. Currently I use a devotional app on 

my phone. My husband has been doing the same and so 

we have been able to share with each other the 

blessings we receive from it. I trust that my Heavenly 

Father will continue to draw me to Himself and that I 

will continue to seek His face and His voice and that I 

will employ whatever means I can to help me do this 

daily. 

 

 

 

  

 

News to share or point for prayer? 
If you would like the church family to hear of recent news, or request prayer for yourself, 

please contact the office by phone or email.  Due to privacy laws we can only publish names 

with permission of those people.  

Prayer points  

 

June 16th  Almighty and everlasting God, you have 
given us your servants grace by the confession of a 
true faith to acknowledge the glory of the eternal 

Trinity, and by your divine power to worship you as 
One: we humbly pray that you would keep us 
steadfast in this faith and evermore defend us from all 

adversities; through Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
June 17th  Read over all Psalm 30, then let your 

prayers be shaped by the first section: I will exalt you, 
O LORD, for you lifted me out of the depths and did 
not let my enemies gloat over me. O LORD my God, 
I called to you for help and you healed me.  O LORD, 
you brought me up from the grave; you spared me 
from going down into the pit. 
 
June 18th   Read over all Psalm 30, then let your 
prayers be shaped by v4-5: Sing to the LORD, you 
saints of his; praise his holy name. For his anger lasts 
only a moment, but his favour lasts a lifetime; weeping 
may remain for a night, but rejoicing comes in the 
morning. 
 
June 19th  Read over all Psalm 30, then let your 

prayers be shaped by v6-7:  When I felt secure, I said, 
"I shall never be shaken." O LORD, when you 
favoured me, you made my mountain stand firm; but 
when you hid your face, I was dismayed. 
 
June 20th  Read over all Psalm 30, then let your 

prayers be shaped by v8-10:  To you, O LORD, I 
called; to the Lord I cried for mercy: "What gain is 
there in my destruction, in my going down into the 
pit? Will the dust praise you? Will it proclaim your 
faithfulness? Hear, O LORD, and be merciful to me; O 
LORD, be my help." 
 

June 21st   Read over all Psalm 30, then let your 
prayers be shaped by the v11-12a:  You turned my 
wailing into dancing; you removed my sackcloth and 
clothed me with joy, that my heart may sing to you 
and not be silent. 
 

June 22nd  Read over all Psalm 30, then let your 
prayers be shaped by the final line: O LORD my God, 
I will give you thanks for ever. 
 
June 23rd  Lord God, the strength of all who put their 
trust in you: mercifully accept our prayers, and 

because through the weakness of our mortal nature 
we can do nothing good without you, grant us the 
help of your grace, that in keeping your 

commandments we may please you both in will and 
deed; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 Notices 

Fresh Food Sunday 

Today  
see Peta if you are able to assist in any way 

 

 

Lifts required 
Some local members of 10am congregation are having 

difficulty getting to & from church.  If you are able to assist 
in picking up & dropping home, please let the office know.  

 

Susan Drummond is in need of assistance.   
If anyone is free in the afternoon/early evening of Tuesday 
18th June to collect her from hospital & spend some time 
with her recovering, contact Mark to get Susan's details. 

 

Thursday Prayer group 
10am – 11am Thursdays in St. Pauls Church building 

Open to all and All Welcome 
Contact Carolyn Jones for details 

 
Winter Feasts 

A night for all church, their friends, family & the 
community. 

Good food, company & a gospel talk. 
Portland – Sunday 30th June (no 3pm service that day) 

Lithgow – Friday 26th July 
 

Sermons online 
each weeks sermons are available on the church website 
www.lpachurch.org.au (usually uploaded on Tuesdays) or 
printed transcripts are available by contacting Beth Kelly  

 

Opportunity to serve 
God gifted us differently, that through all serving, Christ’s 
church is built. A lot of serving is informal. Some is formal 
& rostered (Flowers, Welcoming, Bible Reading, Prayer, 

morning tea, sound & computer). There are opportunities 

for those wishing to serve at Wallerawang on reading the 
bible, prayer, welcoming, if you would like to help please 
speak to either Mark or Terry.  Also at 10am there is a 

need for more volunteers on the Morning Tea Roster and 
Computer, sound  (training is available), if you would like 

to join this team please speak to Corinne as term 3 rosters 
will be organised next week. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name -    ANGLICAN PARISH Of     

 LITHGOW  DIRECT 
GIVING   

BSB -                 062591 
Account No. -  10085204 

 

  

Roster reminders  
 

June 23rd    2019  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible readings  

ot Psalm 78:1 - 4 

nt  1 Corinthians 4 
 

Thank you for serving.  If you are unable to fulfil your 

rostered duty please organise a swap and let the 

service leader and the office know 
 

Growth Groups  
 

Mon pm Senior teens Lithgow 

Tues am mixed    Lithgow 

        pm mixed    Lithgow 

Wed pm Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm Men’s       Lithgow 

         pm Mixed   Wallerawang 

Thu  am Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm mixed   Lithgow 

         pm mixed    Wallerawang 

         pm mixed   Portland 

Fri   am women’s   Lithgow 

        pm Mixed    Lithgow 
 

 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 

http://www.lpachurch.org.au/

