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Dear friends, 
 

Welcome to church!   At the mid-point of the year, we know winter has really 
arrived.  For many, the bitterness of winter is a difficult time.  Not just the expense 
of heating (which is high), but the dark & cold impacts many emotionally - & even 
spiritually.  Winter’s bitterness can embitter our spirits.   We can get so focussed 

on what we don’t have, we’re blinded to what we do have.  God warns us against 
the danger bitterness presents – irrelevant of the time of year.  He calls us to ‘get 
rid of all bitterness’ (Eph 4v31) & make sure no root of bitterness grows within 
(Hebrews 12v15).    
 

At the Mother’s Day women’s fellowship luncheon, I had the privilege of sharing 
from Ruth.  Ruth herself is a great model & encouragement.  Her mother-in-law 
Naomi is a warning to avoid.  Facing emptiness, she is gripped by bitterness.  God 
brings her back home after grief & loss & abandoning Him.  But Naomi’s bitterness 

clouds out any joy in returning: 
"Don't call me Naomi," she told them. "Call me Mara, because the Almighty 
has made my life very bitter. I went away full, but the LORD has brought 
me back empty. Why call me Naomi? The LORD has afflicted me; the 
Almighty has brought misfortune upon me."  (Ruth 1:20-21) 

She wants Ruth & Orpah to leave with God’s blessing – all the while she curses 
God.  She talks of how God has brought her misfortune (1v13.  All she sees is that 
God has brought her back empty (1v21).  Proverbs 19:3 says A man's own folly 
ruins his life, yet his heart rages against the LORD.  That’s Naomi.  Still raging.  God 

has not resolved every part of Naomi’s emptiness.  But he has dealt with a lot of it.  
But Naomi is so embittered by disappointment, she’s blind to the good God has 
given.  She is too self-absorbed to see Ruth’s loyal love.  She is not entirely 
destitute – she has unqualified commitment from Ruth.  She is too overwhelmed 
but what she still longs for to see what God has already provided – like the 
restoration of food in the land that brought her back. 
 

When bitterness gets in, it spreads & clouds everything else.  Bitterness is sharp & 
penetrates the senses.  When people are gripped by bitterness – even what is good 
is viewed badly.  Bitterness colours reality & distorts it.  Even memories are 

warped.  In bitterness, our minds replay events over & over, focusing on the 
negative, distorting in our memories what may have really happened.  We all suffer 
emptiness – or at the very least sense it.  This side of heaven God doesn’t promise 
to satisfy every part of our emptiness.   Watch out it doesn’t fester into a 
bitterness that prevents you seeing God’s kindness to you in Christ.  James 3 simply 
assumes that some Christians do have a bitterness with in, & I can only assume 
some of our church family is struggling with bitterness – even though we’ve 
returned to Christ. 
 

Bitterness is dangerous & destructive.  Bitterness robs us of the joy we experience 
in the areas where Christ satisfies our emptiness.  So, in Ephesians 4v31 – we as 
Christian individuals are told to ‘get rid of all bitterness’.  But as a church family, as 
a collective, we are to do it together.  Hebrews 12v15 ‘See to it that no-one misses 
the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile 
many.’   
 

cont’d inside  
 

 

 

 

July 7th  2019 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

8 am at St. Paul’s  

Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 
 

12:30pm at New St Thomas’ 

Wallerawang (All age, All in) 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 

mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Thursdays 

  
Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418610655 

john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Wednesdays 

 
Community Pastor 

Terry Smith  0449233862 
terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au 

Not available Tuesday & Friday  
 

Wardens 
Robert  Hookham  0403506693 

John Stevens           6355 1337 
Eric Young           0429664436 

  
Office Administration 

Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Tuesday  & Friday 9 – 2  
 

for Children and youth 

 Youth Group for yrs 6- 12                

                        During School 

Term    Fridays                          

7:00 –   9 pm 

……………. 

 

 

K – yr 6  

During School Term  

     Fridays 5pm – 6:30 pm  
 

 

Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 

 

mailto:terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au


  

You mustn’t let your experience of emptiness result in bitterness.  Next week’s newsletter will share some approaches 
to battling bitterness.  But the first step is learn from Ruth – return wholeheartedly to the LORD.    
Ruth sees God’s grace & provision, & wholeheartedly throws her lot in with Naomi & the true God:  

But Ruth replied, "Don't urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you 
stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. Where you die I will die, and there I will 
be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if anything but death separates you and me." 
(1v16-17) 

Naomi’s other ‘widowed daughter-in-law’, Orpah, acts sensibly. She weeps, grieves & says goodbye.  Naomi had formally 
freed them.  She wanted the LORD’s kindness for the girls back in their homeland of Moab.  Orpah’s choice is hard to 
fault – it’s sensible.  Which makes Ruth’s more extraordinary.  Someone put it: ‘One might understand Orpah, but one 
must emulate Ruth’.   The first step to dealing with bitterness is clinging to the Lord, throwing your lot entirely in with 
Him & trusting His provision. 
 

In Him, Mark Smith 

 

 
readings 
 
 

ot   Zephaniah 2:1–3:8  (page 767)  

nt    Matthew 6:27–34 (page 788) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Word of encouragement:  

Update from the finance team 
Great news!  
For the past 2 months, the church offertory has been above budget  

Praise God for faithful giving by so many church members. It is our prayer 
that this can be maintained into the future. 

 

Giving to mission partners in May 

During the March quarter, the following notable giving above and beyond 
our offertory was made: 

 CMS - $599; BCA - $373; Bible Society $80; Arise - $294 

 Organ - $120 (Total in hand $1354) 

 EST - $660  
Once again, thank you for helping the gospel to go out into our parish and 
the wider world. 

Property managed by the Anglican Parish of Lithgow 
Over the course of the year, we have updated the church family on an 
aspect of our parish management that is carried out by the finance 

committee. This month, it’s time to talk about property. 
Our parish is blessed to have 4 properties owned by the diocese but 
managed by our parish: 

1. St. Pauls Lithgow – comprising the Church, Hall and Parish Centre 
(now rented out as ‘Rooms on Roy’) 

2. St. Stephens Portland – comprising the Church and Hall 

3. 38 James Parade Wallerawang – residential rental 
4. Wilton close – rectory  

We have a property committee ably headed by Eric Young that takes care 

of maintenance of all property, and are also the contact point for the 
Professionals in their role as property managers of our 2 rentals. 
The finance committee is responsible for all of the financial aspects of 

property. This includes receiving the rental, and payment of all 
maintenance costs, rates, electricity and gas.  
Practically speaking, per quarter the costs amount to 8 sets of rates (1 

property and 1 water/sewerage each property) 3 gas and 3 electricity at 
St. Pauls (1 each per building), and 2 electricity at Portland. These costs 
alone amount to approx. $20,000 per year. 

Maintenance of course, varies depending on wear and tear to the 
buildings. Currently, repairs are being made to the roof of St Paul’s to 
prevent water seeping under the eaves and damaging the structure. The 

play area is upgraded with soft fall on a regular basis, carpets are cleaned, 
pipes and hot water systems are replaced as needed and so on. Through it 
all, the endeavour is to wisely look after the buildings so they will last well 

into the future and be safe and comfortable for the church family and our 
guests. 
Where funds allow, we try to upgrade our buildings – in the near future 

work will be carried out to improve the toilet facilities at Portland and the 
BBQ at Lithgow will have a cover added – money for this has come from 
an excess when our 2 properties were sold in 2017, to buy James Parade 

(Wallerawang). 
This year, we have taken on board rental of the Memorial Hall in 
Wallerawang, which has become our St Thomas’ church. This provides a 
small amount of extra financial management but it is more notably, a time 

to rejoice in the knowledge that God has richly blessed us with growth. 
 

Billinda Auld (Treasurer) 
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Prayer points  

 

July 7th Lord God, the unfailing helper and 
guide of those whom you bring up in your 
steadfast fear and love, keep us, we pray, 

under the protection of your good 
providence, and give us a continual 
reverence and love for your holy name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 
Each day this week for prayer, draw on this 
note found in the desk of a pastor who was 
martyred in Zimbabwe more than 100 years 

ago. 
 

I am part of the fellowship of the 
unashamed. I have Holy Spirit power. 

The die has been cast. I have stepped 
over the line. The decision has been 

made. I am a disciple of His. I won’t look 
back, let up, slow down, back away or 
be still. 

My past is redeemed. My present makes 
sense. My future is secure. I’m finished 

with low living, sight walking, small 
planning, smooth knees, colorless 
dreams, tamed visions, worldly talking, 

cheap giving, and dwarfed goals. 

I no longer need preeminence, 

prosperity, position, promotions, 
plaudity, or popularity. I don’t have to 
be right, first, tops, recognized, praised, 

regarded or rewarded. I now live by 
faith, lean on His presence, walk by 
patience, am uplifted by prayer and labor 
by power. 

My pace is set. My gait is fast. My goal is 
heaven. My road is narrow. My way 
rough. My companions few.  My guide is 

reliable and my mission is clear. 

I cannot be bought, compromised, 

detoured, lured away, turned back, 
deluded or delayed. 
I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice, 

hesitate in the presence of the 
adversary, negotiate at the table of the 
enemy, pander at the pool of popularity 

or meander in the maze of mediocrity. 
I won’t give up, shut up, let up, until I’ve 
stayed up, stored up, prayed up, paid up, 

preached up for the cause of Christ. 

I am a disciple of Jesus. I must go till He 

comes, give ’til I drop, preach till all 
know, and work till He stops me. And 
when He comes for His own, He’ll have 

no problem recognizing me. My banner 
will be clear! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notices 
 

 Winter Feasts 
A night for all church, their friends, family & the 

community. 
Good food, company & a gospel talk. 

Lithgow – Friday 26th July 
 

Creating Safe Places 
Lithgow Baptist Church  

     Saturday, 27 July 2019 Workshop: 12:30PM - 3:30PM 
Sign in on the day, 20 minutes before start  

Afternoon tea provided.  Pre-registration essential 

the workshop will cover – Duty of care, positional power, 
protection of vulnerable people, and more for information and 

to register contact – Eric Chambers 0428442855 

ericac@fastmail.net 
 

Remaining Fresh Food Days 2019  
July 14th, August 11th, September 15th , October 13th , 
November 10th, December 15th .  Extra helpers will be 

needed for July if you can assist please speak to  
Peta O’Meley,  John Wiltshire or Mark.   

 

Women’s Fellowship – Cancellation of Bus Trip 
The Bus Trip planned for the 18th July for the Organ 

Recital has been cancelled due to the serious ill health of 

David Parsons.  Instead we will have a finger food lunch in 
the hall at 12 noon on the 18th July followed by a guest 
speaker.  We are hoping to have Tracey Staines speak, 

however that is to be confirmed.  For catering purposed 
please give names to Doreen Hart or Deirdre Culla. 

August 15th  Soup & Damper Guest speaker Terry Smith 
$8 -  contact Doreen Hart 

September 19th  Bus Trip to Portland for Lunch – contact 
Pat Charlton 

October 17th  Beth & Barbara’s Garden – bring a sandwich, 
- contact Margaret Blundell 

Nov 21st   Christmas Lunch  
 

Staff Leave 
Mark Smith  July 15th – 19th  

John Young  July 1st – July 21st 

Terry Smith July 10th – 14th  
Corinne Ogg  July 13th – July 21st 

 
 
 

 
 

Lithgow and Portland Anglican Church  

Direct Giving details 
Account Name -    ANGLICAN PARISH Of     

 LITHGOW  DIRECT 
GIVING   

BSB -                 062591 
Account No. -  10085204 

 

  

Roster reminders  
 

July 14th      2019  
 

8AM 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible readings  

ot Zephaniah 3:8 - 20 

nt  Matthew 23: 37 - 39  
 

Thank you for serving.  If you are unable to fulfil your 

rostered duty please organise a swap and let the 

service leader and the office know 
 

Growth Groups  
 

Mon pm Senior teens Lithgow 

Tues am mixed    Lithgow 

        pm mixed    Lithgow 

Wed pm Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm Men’s       Lithgow 

         pm Mixed   Wallerawang 

Thu  am Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm mixed   Lithgow 

         pm mixed    Wallerawang 

         pm mixed   Portland 

Fri   am women’s   Lithgow 

        pm Mixed    Lithgow 
 

 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 

mailto:ericac@fastmail.net

