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Dear Friends, Welcome to church!   

 

This weekend we acknowledge Australia Day.  A time not without complications – but 
even the least patriotic happily welcome the extra time off.  We’re so committed to public 
holidays, we’ll shift it if it falls on a weekends!   As believers, there are at least 6 ways to 
mark this occasion:  

 

First, Rest well.  Rest is an important part of Christian life.  It is not just a chance to re-
charge the batteries & enjoy yourself – though it is both those things.  God instituted rest 
as a reminder of the eternal rest to come (Hebrews invites us to join that rest through the 
generous work of Christ).  Resting reminds us that we live for someone greater (Christ) 
& somewhere greater (eternity with Him).  Enjoy the rest with a sense of anticipation for 
the New Creation! 

 

Second, Join in the celebrations.  God is a God of celebration – not some celestial 
scrooge.  The nation Israel had written in to their calendar a number of celebrations (by 
God Himself).  Jesus was well-known for his willingness to party (his first miraculous 
sign, in John 2, was to keep the celebrations going at the wedding at Cana).  It is good & 
right for Christian people to rejoice in God’s gifts: not least the blessings of good food & 
company. 

 

Third, Remember the first peoples.  In God’s kindness we are a nation with great 
wealth & immense comfort.  In the history of the world, it is hard to find a culture so well 
off.  Yet those blessings are not evenly spread.  Whilst the arrival of the British in 1788 
did bring many good things to Indigenous people – it is not surprising that many 
Aboriginal people call January 26 ‘Invasion Day’.  Australia Day is a call to we who have 
much to consider, pray & act for the good of the first people of this nation.  

 

Fourth, Model gratitude.  Richard Johnson preached the first sermon on Australian soil 
from the text: ‘What shall I render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward me?’ (Psalm 
116v12).  It was a sermon of thankfulness & a model for all Christian people.   In 
Romans 1, the great sin of humanity is to take the blessings God gives, but fail to give 
Him thanks for them.  As Christian people, we should lead the way in grateful speech - & 
stand against our culture of whingeing & the delusion Australians live under of being 
‘self-made’.  

 

Fifth, pray for our leaders.  Australia Day is a chance to remember what we have in 
common.   One obvious common distinctive we have (unlike ‘mateship’, which appears 
in some form in almost all nations) is shared governance.  The one true ruler of the world 
is Jesus Christ.  On the day of His return – it will be observable to all, as ‘every knee will 
bow & every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God’ (Philippians 
2:10-11).  One way he exerts his rule now, is through human government.  All 
governments & authorities derive their rule from God.  There is no authority except that 
which God establishes (Romans 13:1).  Because they derive their power from God we 
owe our authorities our obedience (Romans 13:2).  Which should be incentive enough to 
pray for them!  But should we want more: ‘I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, 
intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone – for kings and all those in 
authority… that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. (1 
Timothy 2).  Governments create conditions for both justice - & for the gospel & 
godliness to grow.  Prayer for them.  

 

Sixth, Intercede for this nation.  The Scriptures gives models of godly people coming 
before God pleading for others (eg. Abraham for Sodom; Nehemiah for Israel; Jesus 
lamenting Jerusalem).   Our country is bathed in sunlight – but is darkened to the truth of 
the gospel.  Pray for God to have spiritual mercy to match the physical grace he’s shown 
us. 
 
In Him, Mark Smith 

 

 

 

January 27th 2019  
 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

 
8 am at St. Paul’s  
Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  
All age service with children’s 
programs 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  

All age service with children’s 
programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 

Not available Thursdays 

  

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418610655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 

Not available Wednesdays 

 

Community Pastor 
Terry Smith  0449233862 
terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au 

Not available Tuesday & Friday  
 

Wardens 
Robert  Hookham  0403506693 
John Stevens           6355 1337 

Eric Young              
0429664436 

  

Office Administration 
Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 

office@lpachurch.org.au 
Away till 30th Jan 
 

for Children and youth 

  

 Youth Group 

for yrs 6- 12                
                        During School 

Term    Fridays                          

7:00 –   9 pm 
……………. 

K – yr 6  

During School Term  
     Fridays 5pm – 6:30 pm  

 

 

Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 

 

mailto:terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au


  

 

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn? 
   

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 

 

readings 
 
 

ot   Daniel 7:9 – 14  (page 631 )  

 

nt  Matthew 25:14 – 30  (page 702  )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 Word of encouragement:  
 

What’s your story? 
Name: Eric Rizk (Rizk is a common name in Egypt like Smith is in 
Australia) 

Born: 17th May in Cairo – arrived in Australia at 9 months old.  
Family: My parents are Nadia and George Rizk, and I have two younger 
brothers, Sam and Peter.  

School: I attended primary school at St Therese, Mascot and secondary 
school at Marist Brothers, Pagewood. My family comes from the 
Coptic Orthodox Church in Egypt and my parents chose to send us to 
Christian schools to help keep our Christian faith. Afterwards, I went 

on to study Computer Science at UNSW and enjoyed it so much that I 
kept studying on to achieve an honours degree, whilst working as a 
tutor and computer operator at the School of Mathematics. 

Work: When I was finally brave enough to leave the University 
‘cocoon’, my first job was with Mercantile Mutual as an applications 
programmer. Three years later, I moved on to QBE where I was 

promoted to team leader after 1 year and remained until 2005. During 
2005, a major QBE restructure led to the redundancy of many staff, so 
I decided that was a good time to take a break and travel the world. 

Knowing that my mother felt home sick, I firstly escorted her to Egypt 
and left her with relatives, before embarking on a trip through the UK, 
Ireland and France. My travels lead me to a deeper reflection and 

appreciation of the amazing world that God created and the people in 
it. Saint Augustine put it perfectly when he said “The World is a book 
and those who do not travel read only a page.” Upon arriving back, I 

continued working as a Senior Applications Analyst for both Macquarie 
and ANZ Bank, before moving to Lithgow in 2015. Why Lithgow? 
Because it was the last station on the train line  and I felt 

disillusioned and tired from just running the rat race just to impress 
people. At that time, I wasn’t a strong Christian and looking for 
something more than what I was living. On reflection, I was 

desperately searching for any way to fill that God shaped hole that I 
felt in my soul. 
Life in Lithgow: In Lithgow, I am much happier and have found just the 

right church community, away from all the pressures of the fast life in 
Sydney. I also feel that I have grown closer to God, and had the eyes of 
my heart opened to the message of Christ. Jesus does answer our 

prayers, however not in ways that you would ever expect. By leading 
me to Lithgow, God has completely reshaped my life so that I have the 
freedom, peace and serenity to follow everything that’s truly important 

and to leave difficult distractions behind me.  
Things you love to do: Performing Arts – both stage and film (yes I 
have acted in some films. No, you can never see them!). Tennis is my 

sport of choice and bush walking is my favourite way to relax. 
Fondest memory: Performing in a Comedy Sketch show at the NIDA 
theatre (and getting a standing ovation) to help raise money for Coptic 
Orphans in Egypt. 

How faith in Christ has changed you:  
My faith has given me a certain joy and peace that I never thought I 
could have. It has felt like I was stumbling around for years in the dark 

and now it feels like somebody has suddenly switched on the lights. 
This has been a result of learning and living the truth of God’s word. It 
has wiped away my fears, knowing that I don’t have to worry anymore 

since Jesus has conquered everything in my life, including death. 
How could we pray for you?  I would be grateful if people could pray 
for my continued growth in Christ and inclusion (even in minor ways) 

to help those who are living in darkness to enter into the light and 
experience the joy of knowing Christ. 

 

News to share or point for prayer? 

If you would like the church family to hear of 

recent news, or request prayer for yourself, 
please contact the office by phone or email.  Due 
to privacy laws we can only publish names with 

permission of those people.  

Prayer points  

27th January  Almighty and everlasting God, 

mercifully look on all our infirmities; and in all 
our dangers and necessities stretch out your 
right hand to help and defend us; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
28th Jan  Give thanks for the gift of knowledge 
& learning.  Pray for all places of education & 

that education is so freely available in our 
nation.  Thank God for all who teach: pray 
that coming summer holidays would refresh 

their passion for students & their subject; pray 
they might all know Jesus personally. 
 

29th Give thanks for the children’s ministries 
at our church.  Pray for the leaders of Glow, 
crèche, tic tacs, KFJs, RED, Portland Kids 

Church & playgroup – that they might share 
their life & the gospel faithfully.  Pray for every 
child to be welcomed into the kingdom of 

Heaven 
 
30th  Pray for our Mission Partner: Sarah Kan 

(AFES) as she begins a new ministry to 
University students on the Gold Coast (Qld) 
 

31st   Pray for those you know suffering pain & 
anguish.  Pray they would find healing through 
the wounds of the Lord Jesus. 

 
1st  Pray for Christians around the world who 
seek to make Christ known.  Pray for all 

believers, mindful of 1 Thessalonians 5v23-25: 
‘May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify 
you through and through. May your whole 
spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who 
calls you is faithful and he will do it. Brothers, 
pray for us.’ 
 
2nd  Pray for those you sat near in church last 

Sunday – for their spiritual growth.  Pray that 
God might guide you this coming Sunday to be 
near someone you can build up in Christ 
 

3rd Lord God, you know us to be set in the 
midst of so many great dangers that by reason 
of the frailty of our nature we cannot always 

stand upright: grant us such strength and 
protection as may support us in all dangers 
and carry us through all temptations; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 Notices 
 

 

Rostered serving 
God gifted us differently, that through all serving, Christ’s 

church is built.  A lot of serving is informal.  Some is formal 
& rostered (Flowers, Welcoming, Bible Reading, Prayer, 

morning tea, sound & computer). New Sunday rosters are 
being put together now, please contact the office to offer 

your service. 
 

Unnoticed serving 
Small maintenance jobs, gardening/mowing & weekly cleaning 
of the church property are graciously done by a handful of 
people.  If you are able to join this ‘unseen service’, please 

contact a warden. 
 

Rosters will be available next week –  
thank you for your patience 

 

Joining a Growth Group 
Growth Groups exist to help every member become more 

like Jesus.  These small groups meet weekly at various 
locations & times during the term time. 

They are currently in recess, but if you’d like to join one for 
2019, sign-up sheets are available at the back of church. 

 

 

Baby Bundles 
As an expression of love, we give a ‘Baby Bundle’ for every 
child born in Lithgow Hospital.  Due to a new government 
initiative, in consultation with the hospital, we’re changing 

the focus.  Our bundles will now contain clothing for 
newborns, information about church & a children’s ‘board 
book’.  If you would like to donate to this ministry, contact 

Diane Reyter or the office. 
 

Fresh Food Days Dates for 2019 
‘A help up, not a hand out’ - $2 for bag of fresh food; $10 

for bag of long-life. 
10 February; 10 March; 14 April 

12 May; 16 June; 14 July 
11 August; 15 September; 13 October 

10 November; 15 December  
 

AGM - Sunday 3rd March, 4:30pm at St Stephen's Portland 

Staff Leave: Mark Smith 14th January – 28th January 

 
 

 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name -    ANGLICAN PARISH Of     

 LITHGOW  DIRECT GIVING   
 

BSB -                 062591 
 

Account No. -  10085204 

 

  

Roster reminders for next week 
 

3rd February 2019  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 bible readings  

ot  TBC   

nt   TBC 

Thank you for serving. 

If you are unable to fulfil your rostered duty please 
organise a swap and let the service leader and 

 the office know 
 

Growth Groups  
 

Mon pm Senior teens Lithgow 
Tues am mixed   Lithgow 

        pm mixed   Lithgow 

Wed pm Women’s Lithgow 

         pm Men’s      Lithgow 
         pm Mixed  Wallerawang 

Thu   am Women’s Lithgow 

         pm mixed  Lithgow 

         pm mixed  Portland 
Fri     am women’s  Lithgow 

        pm Mixed   Lithgow  

 
 

 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 


