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Dear friends, 

 

Welcome to church!  Prayer is a tremendous privilege – but hard work.  The Scriptures 
recognise it’s a struggle & wrestle.  Prayer requires discipline.  Over the past newsletters, we’ve 

reflected on Jesus’ starting point: ‘This then is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in Heaven’ 
(Matthew 6v9).   Our pattern of prayer is communal (to OUR Father – praying both with & for 

others).  Our pattern of prayer is also intimate (to our FATHER – being heard by the God of 
the Universe as a loved child).  A third truth to remember in the discipline of our prayer: Prayer 

is reverent.  We pray ‘Our Father in HEAVEN’.  Pray knowing you relate to the exalted & 

transcendent ruler of all.   

 
Jesus reminds us that the one we call ‘Father’ – is not like us.  He’s in Heaven.  ‘Heaven’ is in 

contrast to ‘earth’.   It’s not that He’s in a different place, but a different ‘plane’.  He’s holy in 

Heaven, whereas the earth is full of sin.  He’s everlasting in Heaven, whereas the earth is fading 
& full of death.  He’s powerful in Heaven, over the weakness of all in earth.  He’s not in a 

different place, as much as a different plane – a different level.   

 

Solomon prays at the temple’s dedication, 2 Chronicles 6v18, ‘The heavens, even the highest 
heavens, cannot contain you.’   The infinite God can’t be contained by any part of creation – 

even the greatest of creation.  Psalm 89 picks up on God’s transcendence – his superiority to us 

& all creation.  Psalm 89v6-7: ‘For who in the skies above can compare with the LORD? Who is 
like the LORD among the heavenly beings? In the council of the holy ones God is greatly feared; 
he is more awesome than all who surround him.’  Whenever an Angelic being appears to 

someone, the person is filled with awe & terror.  Yet the Heavenly beings are nothing to the 

God whose power, glory, majesty & holiness should fill us with awe & self-loathing.   

 
That’s what happens to Isaiah.  In Isaiah 6, Isaiah catches a glimpse of God’s greatness – the 

temple can only contain the ‘train of God’s robe’.  A bride’s train might be impressive – but it’s 

the least impressive part of her wedding gown.  The temple can’t contain any more than the tail-

end of God’s glory.  Angelic beings are present – crying ‘Holy, Holy, Holy is the LORD’.  There’s 
no rival to the LORD’s moral perfection & unbridled power.  That day, Isaiah glimpsed the 

LORD with a clarity he’d never experienced.  He truly knew God for the first time.  In that 

moment, he knew himself & cries: ‘Woe to me! For I am ruined’.   
 
Praying to the ‘Heavenly Father’ should fill us with awe & crush any trace of pride & self-reliance. 

 

Prayer is reverent - Therefore, pray fearfully.  Not ‘fearful’ in the sense of being scared.  In 

Christ, you are God’s precious child.  But ‘fearful’ in the sense that you are engaging a power so 
far beyond your imagining.   Some of us are inclined to be overly familiar with God.  Others 

overly distant.  The overly familiar default to God as Father.  They need to shift their thinking to 

see He’s in Heaven – freed from all the limits, flaws & inadequacies of human fathers.   The 

overly distant default to God’s greatness, as infinite, dwelling in inapproachable light.  They need 
to recall how the holy, awesome transcendent God has stooped to bring us up from the gutter. 

 

Wherever your thinking starts, we’d do well to heed Packer’s advice: 

‘Let your thoughts move to and fro like an accelerating pendulum, taking ever wider 
swings. “He’s my Father—and he’s God in heaven; he’s God in heaven—and he’s my 
Father! It’s beyond belief—but it’s true!” Grasp this, or rather, let it grasp you; then tell 
God what you feel about it; and that will be the worship that our Lord wanted to 
evoke when he gave us this thought-pattern for the invocation of the One who is both 
his Father and ours.’ 

 

Prayer is reverent – Our Father IN HEAVEN.  Pray fearfully. 

 
In Him, Mark Smith 

 

January 20th 2019  
 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

 
8 am at St. Paul’s  
Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  
All age service with children’s 
programs 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  

All age service with children’s 
programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 

Not available Thursdays 

  

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     
0418610655 

john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Wednesdays 

 

Community Pastor 
Terry Smith  0449233862 

terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Tuesday & Friday  
 

Wardens 
Robert  Hookham  0403506693 

John Stevens           6355 1337 
Eric Young              
0429664436 

  

Office Administration 

Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Wednesday & Friday 9 – 2  
 

for Children and youth 

  

 Youth Group 
for yrs 6- 12                

                        During School 

Term    Fridays                          
7:00 –   9 pm 
……………. 

K – yr 6  
During School Term  

     Fridays 5pm – 6:30 pm  
 

 
Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 

 

mailto:terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au


  

 

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn? 
   

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 

 

readings 
 
 

ot  Isaiah 25:6-9  (page 500)  

 

nt  Matthew 22:1 – 14  (page 699)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 Word of encouragement:  
 

Making the most of 2019 for Jesus 
 

I know that 2019 will be different to the last few years, which fills 
me with a mixture of excitement and nervousness. I am more 
relaxed when things are stable and predictable. Change is always a 
challenge. 
 

Since two more of our grandchildren have now reached school age 
I will no longer be required to spend a couple of days away from 
home. It has been an amazing privilege to contribute as a 

grandparent to their upbringing, spiritually as well as general care, 
but it has also been tiring. I will need to find new ways and times to 
do this.  What will fill my days now? 

 

I have applied to volunteer with Hammond Care hoping to read the 
Bible to a lady with poor vision. I have yet to be interviewed for 
suitability so I hope I pass muster. If so, there may also be others I 
can serve under this umbrella? 

 

For some years now I have volunteered with Fusion, helping on 
Mondays at Gindaay, the after school drop in centre for children in 

Portland, and have also been involved in the planning and running of 
the Easter Festival. Opportunities come from time to time at 
Gindaay to share with the children, (some of whom know nothing, 
or very little, about Jesus), what the Bible says, and hopefully my 
words and actions also show what Jesus means to me and how I 
care for them as people who are loved and precious to God. I pray 
that I will be quick to seize these moments and sensitive and wise in 
the way that I use them.  

The craft tent at Easter provides opportunities to share the 
meaning of Easter with both children and the parents who are with 
them. We are always keen to have more helpers!! 
 

That still leaves a lot of time for ??? 
I have never felt that I am a good listener and to date most of my 
service has been with children, but God seems to be making me 
more and more aware (through fresh food days and other 
occasions) of the number of lonely and struggling people who just 
seem to want someone to listen to them, to show that they care (in 

practical ways), and to know that someone loves them. Many seem 
to fall in a much older age bracket. I am not sure what will come of 
this, but I know that I want to be open to God’s leading. At the 
same time I am praying that I will be obedient and have courage 
because I’m uncertain what that could mean.  
 

To grow and remain prepared spiritually I am currently reading 
through the Psalms and Hebrews and working hard to develop a 
more vibrant prayer life. I love to read through the words of hymns 
to inspire and give me a focus and I appreciate the suggestions for 

prayer printed in the church newsletter. My prayer is that I will 
learn to “Be still, and know that I am God.” I find it hard to be still, 
(either in mind or body), to pray. I have to be ‘doing’ and love to be 
in control. I am learning to let go of the reins and that, for me, it is 
good to write things down (that is hard to do while on the move!). 
 

Waiting and trusting… 

 

Judy Hill (Portland congregation) 

 

News to share or point for prayer? 

If you would like the church family to hear of 

recent news, or request prayer for yourself, 
please contact the office by phone or email.  Due 
to privacy laws we can only publish names with 

permission of those people.  

Prayer points  

 

20th Jan  Almighty and everlasting God, ruler 
of all things in heaven and earth, mercifully 
hear the supplications of your people, and 

grant us your peace all the days of our life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

21st Jan  Praise Christ for his humility – 
considering others needs ahead of his own 
(Philippians 2).  Give thanks for those 
who’ve modelled humility to you & pray 
for that virtue to abound in church-life. 
 

22nd Jan  Give thanks for the children’s 
ministries in our church life.  As a new 
year begins, pray for leaders to be 
refreshed & the hearts of children in our 
area to be ready to receive God’s Word.   
 

23rd  Jan  Give thanks for the freedom 
Christ brings.   Pray for those in all forms 

of bondage – physical, mental & spiritual. 
Remember those living in poverty in our 
nation & under oppression in other parts 
of the world.   
 

24th Jan  Remember those who are 
bereaved & grieving for seriously ill loved 
ones.  Give thanks that the house of 
mourning can be good for our hearts 

(Ecclesiastes 7) & that one day there will 
be no more death, mourning or crying 
(Revelation 21) 
 

25th Jan  Praise Jesus for having all authority.  
Pray that he might grow our church family 
according to Christ’s great commission, to 
be ‘Disciple-making disciples’ 
 

26th Jan  Pray for our Mission Partners: 
Howard & Michelle (CMS) proclaiming 
Christ & building His church in the 
Philippines. 
 

27th Jan  Almighty and everlasting God, 
mercifully look on all our infirmities; and 
in all our dangers and necessities stretch 
out your right hand to help and defend us; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 Notices 
 

Rostered serving 
God gifted us differently, that through all serving, Christ’s 

church is built.  A lot of serving is informal.  Some is formal & 

rostered (Flowers, Welcoming, Bible Reading, Prayer, morning 
tea, sound & computer). New Sunday rosters are being put 

together now, please contact the office to offer your service. 
 

Unnoticed serving 
Small maintenance jobs, gardening/mowing & weekly cleaning of 
the church property are graciously done by a handful of people.  

If you are able to join this ‘unseen service’, please contact a 

warden. 
 

Joining a Growth Group 
Growth Groups exist to help every member become more like 
Jesus.  These small groups meet weekly at various locations & 

times during the term time. 
They are currently in recess, but if you’d like to join one for 

2019, sign-up sheets will be available next Sunday. 
 

Services over Summer (January 6, 13, 20 & 27) 
8am & 10am at Lithgow,   

Portland will have BBQ church at special time of 5:30pm  
(no 3pm service those Sundays) 

 

Baby Bundles 
As an expression of love, we give a ‘Baby Bundle’ for every 

child born in Lithgow Hospital.  Due to a new government 
initiative, in consultation with the hospital, we’re changing the 
focus.  Our bundles will now contain clothing for newborns, 
information about church & a children’s ‘board book’.  If you 

would like to donate to this ministry, contact Diane Reyter or 
the office. 

 

Accommodation  required,  

within walking distance from Lithgow TAFE for two 19 year old 
women, Saravina and Tiana, from Arnhem Land who will be 

studying Certificate III in Outdoor Recreation at Lithgow TAFE, 
arriving in Lithgow 26/27 January. They speak 4 languages and 

their English is good. Both really into sports – soccer and 
netball.  Ideally looking for someone who can provide them 

with breakfast and dinner and a warm supportive family/home 
environment, walking distance to TAFE. 

For information, contact: Murray Turner on 0418 339 866, 

email murray.turner@bigpond.com 
 

AGM - Sunday 3rd March, 4:30pm at St Stephen's Portland 

Staff Leave: Mark Smith 14th January – 28th January 

 

 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name -    ANGLICAN PARISH Of     

 LITHGOW  DIRECT GIVING   
 

BSB -                 062591 
 

Account No. -  10085204 

 

  

Roster reminders for next week 
 

27th January 2019  
 
 

 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 bible readings  

ot  TBC   

nt   Matthew 22: 1 - 14 

Thank you for serving. 

If you are unable to fulfil your rostered duty please 
organise a swap and let the service leader and 

 the office know 
 

 
Growth Groups  

 

Mon pm Senior teens Lithgow 

Tues am mixed   Lithgow 
        pm mixed   Lithgow 
Wed pm Women’s Lithgow 

         pm Men’s      Lithgow 
         pm Mixed  Wallerawang 
Thu   am Women’s Lithgow 

         pm mixed   Lithgow 
         pm mixed   Portland 
Fri     am women’s  Lithgow 

        pm Mixed   Lithgow  
 

 
 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 


