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Dear friends, 
 

Welcome to church!   As January rolls on & the new year settles in, it’s the ideal time to 
establish good patterns.  Last Sunday’s newsletter began looking at the habit of prayer – 
grounded in the communal aspect of Jesus’ teaching: 
 ‘This then is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in Heaven’ (Matthew 6v9).  

 

Building on that, as you pray, know Prayer is intimate: ‘Our FATHER in Heaven’.  Pray 
knowing in Christ, you relate to God as His precious child.  Jesus invites His followers to call 
God Father.  We’re used to it.  But Jews of Jesus’ day preferred ‘Sovereign Lord’ or ‘King of 
the Universe’.  They had a deep sense of God’s majesty, God’s holiness & distance from us.  
Jesus is saying pray, knowing God is imminent – he’s come close to you.  So close, he’s invited 
you into the family to call him ‘Abba’.  ‘Abba’ isn’t as childish as ‘Daddy’, but it’s more familiar 
than ‘Father’.   

 

Christ invites us to talk to the Father, in the same way as Jesus himself.  Romans 8 explains 
this privilege.  In Romans 8v14, the person led by the Spirit – the person whose life-direction 
is set by God’s agenda – is God’s son.  In v15, God didn’t put in us a spirit of fear – an 
awareness of Him that makes us cower.  He gives the spirit of ‘adoption’.  Because the Spirit 
connects us perfectly to Jesus, we have exactly the same relationship with God the Father as 
Jesus Himself does.  That’s the significance of Paul calling all Christians ‘sons’ in v14-15.  Yes, 
it’s still right that all Christians are God’s children in v16&17.  But by Paul using ‘sons’ first, 
he’s highlighting that the Father relates to us like His Son – the Lord Jesus Christ.  & so we 
can access God with the same intimacy & confidence that Jesus does.  We can cry in v15 to 
God ‘Abba, Father’ – that affectionate & intimate term for Fathers.  It’s how Jesus addresses 
His Father. In the garden of Gethsemane, the night before his crucifixion, Jesus cries: ‘Abba, 
Father.  All things are possible for you. Remove this cup from me.  Yet not my will but yours’ 
(Mark 14v36).  It’s the cry of a son.  It’s intimate & primal – asking for his deepest needs to be 
met.  It’s confident that the Father hears, & can & will do what’s best.  It’s humble – Jesus’ 
greatest desire is to be a true son – a true imitation – where he fulfills his Father’s desire.   In 
the Spirit, we have the same relationship with the Father Jesus Himself does.  
 

Praying ‘Father’ is a one-word reminder of our relationship with Him. There’s a lot of 
acceptable ways to address God, but calling Him ‘Heavenly Father’, rather than simply ‘Dear 
God’ powerfully expresses your standing in the gospel.   Calvin suggests every time we call 
God ‘Father’, we are re-stating the gospel in short – to quote: 
 ‘Who would break forth into such rashness as to claim for himself the honour of a son of 
God unless we had been adopted as children of grace in Christ?’ 
 

The wonder of the gospel is God offers to be our Father.  The same love He has for His Son 
– he offers to you.  As Packer writes: “To those who are Christ’s, the holy God is a loving 
Father; they belong to his family; they may approach him without fear and always be sure of 
his fatherly concern and care. This is the heart of the New Testament message.”  Every time 
you call God ‘Father’, in one word you’re re-stating the gospel; you’re re-affirming the 
security Christ’s guarantees in the gospel. 
 

Prayer is intimate – our FATHER.  Therefore, pray securely.  Call to Him, knowing no matter 
what you say, He’ll hear you in love.  Because in Christ, we relate like Jesus Himself – the 
Father will never forget us; the Father will never cease to care for us; He will keep being a 
forbearing Father when we are prodigal; He will keep giving us what we really need.  Packer 
puts it beautifully:  

‘Though he is Lord of the worlds, he always has time for us;  
His eye is on everything every moment, Yet we always have his full attention 
whenever we call on Him.’ 

 
In Him, Mark Smith 

 

 

January 13th  2019  
 

 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

 
8 am at St. Paul’s  
Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  

All age service with children’s 
programs 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  
All age service with children’s 

programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
away 14th January – 28th January  

Children’s & Youth Minister 

John Young     6352 4347 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Wednesdays 

 

Community Pastor 

Terry Smith  0449233862 
terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Tuesday & Friday  
 

Wardens 

Robert  Hookham  0403506693 
John Stevens           6355 1337 
Eric Young              

0429664436 

  

Office Administration 
Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Wednesday & Friday 9- 2 
 

for Children and youth 

  

 Youth Group 
for yrs 6- 12                

                        During School 
Term    Fridays                          

7:00 –   9 pm 

……………. 
K – yr 6  

During School Term  

     Fridays 5pm – 6:30 pm  
 

 

Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 

 

mailto:terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au


  

 

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn? 
   

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 

 

readings 
 
 

ot  Isaiah 5:1-7 (page 486) 

 

nt  Matthew 20:1 – 16 (page 697)  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 Word of encouragement:  
 

Making the most of 2019 for Jesus.  
Bronwyn Webb – 10am congregation 

 
"For I know the plans I have for you", declares  the Lord,  "plans 
to prosper you and not to harm you,  plans to give you hope and 

a future". Jeremiah  CH 29 v 11 

 

This is the year,  God willing,  that I shall  turn 70! Three score 
years and ten!  Actually, more than I ever anticipated,  and I 
thank God continually  for each one.   
 

Being asked to write of my hopes, plans and prayers  for 2019 
has made me reflect- how shall I use my time this coming year to 

grow like Jesus,  to serve Him,  the church and others as best I 
can?  
 

Some of the  thoughts that came to me are obvious, practical 
ones.  I shall continue to volunteer at the Anglicare shop: 

rotating stock,  ticketing,  tidying and so forth,  but more 
importantly just being  there  to listen to people,  to help show 
the love,  empathy and care our  Lord  asks of us when he says 

"love thy neighbour as thyself". I have seen our shop become a 
haven for quite a few now, and want to see it continue to 
flourish as a place of refuge, solace and friendship,  a witness  for 

God in Lithgow's  busy Main St.  Other practical plans are to 
continue to offer support to our local families  of refugee 
backgrounds who are trying to make a life here,  as a 

friend,  advisor and advocate,  as well as a witness  of our 
Saviour's  love and the gift of grace.   
 

But the practical part is easy,  and I fear I often take refuge in 

this!  I can DO it,  HELP it,  BE there,  make a difference -and 
then I neglect the more important  parts of my growth  in 
Christ,  my prayer life,  my quiet times,  reflection,  deeper 

thinking,  reading and understanding,  all of which can be 
swept  away  by being too BUSY! To make the most of this year 
for Jesus,  to grow in Him,  I need to "be still" more often, to be 

more vocal about my faith, and to start door knocking  with 
Sharyn Hewitt! For this I need to pray,  to study God's word 
diligently,  to learn.  Attending weekly growth  group will be a 

priority,  as I know this has been an invaluable  aid to my spiritual 
growth  over the past year.   
 

I pray now that God will use me this year as a powerful  witness 
to my nearest and dearest  family and friends  who do not yet 
know Him.  I pray for the right words to speak 

and  the  patience  and grace needed in every situation,  that His 
truth might be seen,  His voice heard,  His sacrifice grasped and 
fully understood.   

 
I give thanks for my 69 years and pray that this,  my 70th,  will 
bring me ever nearer to Him,  more tolerant,  more 

understanding,  more compassionate,  more open,  more 
welcoming,  more able to speak out of my faith and my love for 
Christ.   

 
Bronwyn    

 

 

 

News to share or point for prayer? 

If you would like the church family to hear of recent news, 
or request prayer for yourself, please contact the office by 

phone or email.  Due to privacy laws we can only publish 
names with permission of those people.  

Prayer points  

 

13th Jan Eternal Father, who declared Jesus our 
Lord to be your beloved Son at his baptism: 
grant that we and all who have become his 

members through baptism may rejoice to be 
your children and the servants of all men; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever.  Amen 
 
14th Jan  Reflect on the wonder of creation, & 
like Psalm 19, let it lead you to praise our 
Maker.  Pray also that all humanity might be 

good & wise stewards of God’s great creation. 
 
15th Jan Praise God that He lives & speaks.  Ask 
God to give you a teachable heart.  Pray that 
the Holy Spirit would reveal truth about both 
God’s Word & yourself – that you might grow 
more like Jesus. 
 

16th Jan Pray for Gospel Growth in your life, 
the life of church & throughout the community.  
Ask God to strengthen us in the gospel, to 
draw us deeply into the glory of Christ (making 
us more & more impressed by Him), that we 
might live worthy of the good news. 
 
17th Jan  Give thanks that Christ unites us both 
to God & to one another.  Ask God’s 

protection from lies & selfishness that might 
damage our Christian unity. 
 
18th Jan Thank God for our Diocese & the 
long-standing commitment to gospel truth.  
Pray for those who lead our diocese (especially 
our Archbishop Glenn, Bishop Ivan & Synod), 
that they may lead with the grace & selflessness 
of Christ. 

 

19th Jan Thank God that he welcomes those 
who do nothing but depend - & calls the 
children to come to him.  Give thanks for the 
children in your life (family, neighbours or 
those in the local school) & pray that they 
might know & follow Jesus. 
 

20th Jan   Almighty and everlasting God, ruler 
of all things in heaven and earth, mercifully hear 
the supplications of your people, and grant us 
your peace all the days of our life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 Notices 
 

 

 
 

Rostered serving 
God gifted us differently, that through all serving, Christ’s 

church is built.  A lot of serving is informal.  Some is formal 
& rostered (Flowers, Welcoming, Bible Reading, Prayer, 

morning tea, sound & computer). New Sunday rosters are 
being put together now, please contact the office to offer 

your service. 
 

Unnoticed serving 
Small maintenance jobs, gardening/mowing & weekly cleaning 
of the church property are graciously done by a handful of 

people.  If you are able to join this ‘unseen service’, please 
contact a warden. 

 

Joining a Growth Group 
Growth Groups exist to help every member become more 

like Jesus.  These small groups meet weekly at various 
locations & times during the term time. 

They are currently in recess, but if you’d like to join one for 
2019, sign-up sheets will be available next Sunday. 

 

Services over Summer (January 6, 13, 20 & 27) 
8am & 10am at Lithgow,   

Portland will have BBQ church at special time of 5:30pm  
(no 3pm service those Sundays) 

 

Baby Bundles 
As an expression of love, we give a ‘Baby Bundle’ for every 
child born in Lithgow Hospital.  Due to a new government 
initiative, in consultation with the hospital, we’re changing 

the focus.  Our bundles will now contain clothing for 
newborns, information about church & a children’s ‘board 
book’.  If you would like to donate to this ministry, contact 

Diane Reyter or the office. 
 

Fresh Food Days Dates for 2019 
‘A help up, not a hand out’ - $2 for bag of fresh food; $10 

for bag of long-life. 
10 February; 10 March; 14 April 

12 May; 16 June; 14 July 
11 August; 15 September; 13 October 

10 November; 15 December  
 

Staff Leave: Mark Smith 14th January – 28th January 

 
 
 

 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name -    ANGLICAN PARISH Of     

 LITHGOW  DIRECT GIVING   
 

BSB -                 062591 
 

Account No. -  10085204 

 

  

Roster reminders for next week 
 

20th  January 2019 
 
 

8AM 

 

 

 
     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

bible readings  

ot  Isaiah 25:6-9  

nt   Matthew 22:1 – 14 

Thank you for serving. 

If you are unable to fulfil your rostered duty please 
organise a swap and let the service leader and 

 the office know 
 

Growth Groups  
 

Mon pm Senior teens Lithgow 

Tues am mixed    Lithgow 

        pm mixed    Lithgow 
Wed pm Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm Men’s       Lithgow 

         pm Mixed   Wallerawang 

Thu   am Women’s  Lithgow 
         pm mixed   Lithgow 

         pm mixed   Portland 

Fri     am women’s   Lithgow 

        pm Mixed    Lithgow  
 

 
 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 


