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Dear friends, 
 

Welcome to church!    As Christmas approaches, we prepare with Bill Salier’s reflections 

on John 1v14 (And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth).  The third is ‘glory’: 
  

Leon Morris notes that there is no transfiguration scene in John’s Gospel and observes 
that this is because glory suffuses the ministry of Jesus: in John’s perspective, the glory of 

the Son is displayed in and through the flesh.   
 

Glory.  Glory is a tricky concept to define and it may be one of those things that we 

can recognise when we see it. We can think of words like renown, fame; it has 
connotations of brightness and weight. The word, again, takes us back to the Old 

Testament accounts of the tabernacle and the temple. Upon completion of each, God’s 
glory is said to have taken up residence.  

In the Gospel, Jesus says his purpose in coming was to bring glory to God.   
For John, the glory of Jesus is displayed in the series of signs he performs. The first of 

these—the transforming of water into wine at the wedding of Cana—sets the scene for 
how these signs are to be read: they display the glory of Jesus and the proper response 

is to believe on their basis. The glory displayed is that of the Messiah, who is also the 
unique Son. The signs point to the life-giving ability and purpose of the Son’s work; and 

they are also glorious in that show the absolute supremacy of the power and work of 
the Son, dwarfing the claims of any rival world be gods in the first century context. 

Glory all round  
 
Even as the word “glory” is used, its normal connotations are subverted. Jesus glorifies 

God and displays his glory in the activity of humble service; humble obedience, perhaps 
all encapsulated in the foot-washing incident, even as it prefigures the cross. And it is the 

cross that is the climactic moment of glory in this Gospel. The cross is the hour when 
the Son is glorified by the Father; and when the Son brings glory to the Father by 

revealing the character and purpose of both as self-giving love. The very action of 
incarnation is, of course, a glorious act of self-giving love on the part of the the Son, who 

has everything (all things were made through him), yet become poor and dwells amongst 
us.  Glory then, from first to last.   

 
Glory Beheld.  This glory is “beheld.” The original viewers of Jesus did not just see, 

they: observed; looked intently; perceived Christ’s glory. And we benefit too from their 
beholding: now we can also behold through the pages of Scripture.   

In John 12, John quotes from Isaiah as he explores the apparent failure of Jesus’ public 
ministry. The quotes suggest that everything is happening according to plan in fulfilment 

of Isaiah’s words. John draws a direct line between Isaiah’s words and the ministry of 
Jesus when he says that “Isaiah said these things because he saw His glory and spoke 
about him.”  

What does this mean? Did Isaiah see a vision of the divine son as suffering servant in the 
throne room vision of Isaiah 6? Whatever he saw, he saw the glory of Jesus and spoke 

about him in the words of his prophecy.   
We can be grateful that John and his fellow disciples also saw the glory and spoke. And 

we should ask ourselves what we will speak as we too observe the glory in the 
incarnate, crucified and risen Christ.  The incarnation is a glorious thing.  

Thanks be to God that the Word became flesh and dwelt amongst us and that we have 
beheld his glory!  

 
In Him, Mark Smith 

 

 

December 8th   2019 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

8 am at St. Paul’s  

Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 
 

12:30pm at New St Thomas’ 

Wallerawang (All age, All in) 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 

mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Thursdays 

  
Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418610655 

john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Wednesdays 

 
Wardens 

Robert  Hookham  0403506693 
John Stevens           6355 1337 

Eric Young           0429664436 
  

Office Administration 
Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 

office@lpachurch.org.au 
Tuesday & Thursday 10 - 2 
 

for Children and youth 

 Youth Group for yrs 6- 12                

                        During School 

Term    Fridays                          

7:00 –   9 pm 

……………. 

 

K – yr 6  

During School Term  

             Fridays 5pm – 6:30 

pm  
 

 

 

 

Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 



Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 

  

1. HEAD: What did you learn? 

   

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 

 

  

 
 

ot    Proverbs 14:30    (page 522) 

nt   1 Corinthians 14    (page 932) 



 

 

Word of encouragement:  

 

‘Christmas & the joy of knowing Jesus'. 
 

As a young child growing up in the 60’s I  was exposed to the story 

that Jesus was born 2000 years ago in a town called Bethlehem.  

Shops in Sydney had displays with Jesus in a manger in their windows, 

we had Christmas holidays, and people weren’t averse to singing 

Christmas carols or using the word “Christmas”.  Christmas for me 

was a happy time centred around a vague connection between a 

celebrated baby, much anticipated and welcomed presents, along with 

big family gatherings. One well known carol sung was, and still is: 

 

God rest you merry, gentlemen, 

let nothing you dismay! 

for Jesus Christ our saviour 

was born on Christmas Day,… 

 

God in His mercy revealed to me that there was a reason for the 

baby Jesus to have been born.  The above carol continues… 

 

to save us all from Satan’s power 

when we had gone astray: …. 
 

My neighbours had been praying for me.  Jesus become known to me 

as more than a baby, but as a sacrifice for my sin, and the way back to 

God.  Through Jesus my sins could be forgiven.  1 John 4: 9-10 

became real: “This is how God showed His love among us: He sent 

His one and only Son into the world that we might live through Him. 

This is love: not that we loved God, but He loved us and sent His Son 

as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  The carol continues… 

 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, 

O tidings of comfort and joy! 

 

The joy felt after God revealed this truth to me was immense.  I was 

all fired up with young teenage enthusiasm to tell all my family and 

friends.  It soon became a reality that many of these people didn’t 

share my joy. 
 

With time spent reading the bible, being exposed to large amounts of 

faithful biblical teaching, and having older more mature Christians 

nurturing me, my joy in Christ continued to mature and grow 

through those early years.  God is good! 

 

Sometimes life gets tough, and it’s hard to be happy and joyful during 

challenging times.  Thankfully, through reading the bible, praying, the 

faithful teaching of His Word by others, attending Growth Group, 

and through wonderful friends, God has taught me that our joy in 

knowing Christ is one which comes and grows as we seek to know 

God and His will for us; as we follow Christ.  As Habbakkuk 3:17-18 

says, “Though the fig-tree does not bud and there are no grapes on 

the vines...…, yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my 

Saviour.” 

 

Over many years God has taught me that joy isn’t dependent on 

what’s happening, or not happening around me.  Rather, my hope and 

joy are in the certainty of Christ’s completed work through His 

coming as a baby, His death on the cross, His resurrection, and His 

return to sit at God’s right hand.  Christ came as a baby, born in 

Bethlehem that Christmas night, to bring great joy to all who turn to 

Him as their Saviour and Lord.  This is true joy! 

 

My prayer is that we may all rejoice with real joy this Christmas as 

we remember and celebrate the coming of our Saviour. 

Julie Barnett. (10am) 

 

Prayer points  
 
 

 

Dec 8th  Blessed Lord, you have caused all holy 

Scriptures to be written for our learning: grant us so 
to hear them, read, mark and learn, and inwardly 
digest them, that, encouraged and supported by your 

holy word, we may embrace and always hold fast the 
joyful hope of everlasting life, which you have given 

us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Dec 9th Pray for all nations & the world, reflecting on 
Psalm 108v5: Be exalted, O God, above the heavens, and 

let your glory be over all the earth. 
 

Dec 10th  Leading into Christmas, praise God 
inspired by these lyrics: 

When sin departs before His grace,  
Then life and health come in its place. 

Angels and men with joy may sing  
All for to see the new-born King. 

All out of darkness we have light,  
Which made the angels sing this night: 

"Glory to God and peace to men,  
Now and for evermore, Amen!" 

 

Dec 11th Pray for our church, reflecting on 1 
Thessalonians 1v2-3: ‘We always thank God for all of 

you, mentioning you in our prayers. We continually 
remember before our God and Father your work 

produced by faith, your labour prompted by love, and your 
endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.’ 

 
Dec 12th  Praise God for his character: loving justice 

& establishing equity (reflect on Psalm 99).  Pray that 
we might love justice more than gain & mercy more 

than power in all our dealings 
 

Dec 13th Leading into Christmas, praise God inspired 
by these lyrics: 

Then let us all with one accord  
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord; 
That hath made Heaven and earth of naught,  

And with His blood mankind hath bought. 
     Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, Born is the King of Israel. 

 
Dec 14th Praise God for satisfying all our physical 

needs & the abundance of this world.  Pray especially 
for those who work on land & sea (Farming & 

fishing). 
 

Dec 15th Lord Jesus Christ, at your first coming you 
sent your messenger to prepare the way before you: 

grant that the ministers and stewards of your 
mysteries may likewise make ready your way, by 

turning the hearts of the disobedient to the ways of 
the righteous, that at your second coming to judge 

the world we may be found an acceptable people in 
your sight; for you live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

 

 

News to share or point for prayer? 

If you would like the church family to hear of recent news, or 

request prayer for yourself, please contact the office by phone or 

email.  Due to privacy laws we can only publish names with 

permission of those people.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notices 
 

J-Fam  

Supporting the Arise Orphanage and School 

 in the Philippines 

I want to say a big thank you to everyone for supporting Arise 

by purchasing the jewellery.  We were able to raise a massive 

$1,220.  There is so much this money could do at Arise but 

unfortunately on Tuesday a typhoon hit the Philippines with the 

eye of the typhoon being directly over Calapan so some of the 

money will now be going to repairing the damage from that.  

Thank you Tracey. 
 

 

Fresh Food Sunday December 15th  

Lithgow & Portland 
Delivery Friday 13th many hands make light work!  

Let Mark know if you’re available.   

 

Christmas Eve BBQ Carols 

Tuesday 24th December 

• 6pm at St Stephen’s Anglican, Portland 

All are welcome for a relaxed outdoor service of  

classic carols & readings 

 
 

Christmas Day  

Wednesday 25th December  

• 8am at St Paul’s Anglican, Lithgow  

Celebrate Christmas Day with carols, Bible readings  

in a classic Anglican style.  

10am at St Paul’s Anglican Church, Lithgow  

All are welcome for classic carols, Bible readings and Kids spot 

 

Summer @ Portland 

From December 29th – January 26th Portland will be having BBQ 

church from 5:30 pm  

 

Baptism 

After our recent commitment service enquires have been made 

regarding baptism – if you would like to organize a baptism to 

symbolize your belief and commitment to Jesus  

please speak to Mark. 
 

 

 

 
 

   Lithgow and Portland Anglican Church  

Direct Giving details 
Account Name -    ANGLICAN PARISH of     

 LITHGOW DIRECT  
GIVING   

BSB -                 062591 
Account No. -  10085204 

 

  

Roster reminders  
 

December 15th   2019  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible readings  

ot Daniel 12:2-3  

nt  1 Corinthians 15   
 

Thank you for serving.  If you are unable to fulfil your rostered 

duty please organise a swap and let the service leader and 

the office know 
 

 

 

Growth Groups  
 

Mon pm Senior teens Lithgow 

Tues am mixed    Lithgow 

        pm mixed    Lithgow 

Wed pm Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm Men’s       Lithgow 

         pm Mixed   Wallerawang 

Thu  am Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm mixed   Lithgow 

         pm mixed    Wallerawang 

         pm mixed   Portland 

Fri   am women’s   Lithgow 

        pm Mixed    Lithgow 
 

 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 


