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Dear friends, 
 

Welcome to church!    December has begun & we’re days from our Carols with family & 
friends.   Helping us prepare, we continue with Bill Salier’s reflections on John 1v14 (And the 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from 
the Father, full of grace and truth).  The second is ‘among us’: 
 

The Word became flesh and dwelt amongst us. I think it was Karl Barth who 
suggested that the most important words in the apostle’s creed were “for us.” 

Perhaps the same applies here. In the midst of all this heady theology—thoughts of 
the divine word; the flesh carrying revelation; the rich concept of God dwelling 

with his people—the little phrase “among us” might get missed. But the Word 
does not just dwell or take up residence; he dwells “amongst us.”  
 

Amongst Them …and Us! 

Now the “us” is first-and-foremost a reference to the first witnesses—the disciples 
and others, who had the privilege of seeing; walking with; and talking to Jesus of 

Nazareth, the word made flesh. But there is also a larger sense in which the “us” 
refers to all of humanity. The Word dwelt amongst us, a man amongst men and 

women.  
The true humanity of Jesus is implied all along. The offence taken at Jesus’ claims 

throughout the Gospel is predicated on the sheer ordinary humanness of Jesus.  
Perhaps too much can be made of so-called incarnational theologies. Some people 

talk too much of believers simply being amongst non-Christians, as if this alone will 
be a sufficient witness. In response to those theories of the incarnation, we are 
right to point to biblical focus on the end of Jesus’ life—to point to the message of 

redemption.  
But we do not want to rush (there’s that word again) too quickly here and bypass 

the wonder of the incarnation. The Word of God became flesh and dwelt amongst 
us!  
 

The Word Who Knows 
Let’s take a moment to contemplate the sense of identification with humanity and 

our weakness that this implies. The Word made flesh has walked amongst us and 
truly knows the reality of being human. He knows what it is to be disappointed; to 

feel joy; to see promises made and broken; to be helpless in the face of prejudice 
and opposition. He knows the reality of human friendship; the reality of suffering; 

the reality of celebrating. The wonder of it is that Jesus went through all this 
without sin—but that’s another story. As the writer to the Hebrews notes: we do 

not have a high priest who is unable to sympathise with us in our weakness.” (Heb 
4:15)  

The Word dwelt amongst us. He pitched his tent, moved into the neighbourhood. 
More than that, he knows what it means to walk in our shoes.  

 

Among Us and for Us 

It is, of course, a short jump from “among us” to “for us.” Later, in John 14, Jesus 
makes the astonishing statement that if anyone loves him and keeps his word the 

Father will love them and the Father and Son will come and make their home with 
the believer (John 14:23). In the same vein, chapters 14–17 are redolent with the 

language of mutual-indwelling, prompting the thought that the word becomes flesh 
and makes his dwelling amongst us so that we might make our dwelling amongst 

“them” (Jesus and his Father). The language Jesus uses is the even more intimate 
language of “home.” We can be, and feel, at home with the Lord.  

Thanks be to God that the Word became flesh and dwelt amongst us.  
 

In Him, Mark Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

December 1st   2019 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

8 am at St. Paul’s  

Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 
 

12:30pm at New St Thomas’ 

Wallerawang (All age, All in) 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 

mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Thursdays 

  
Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418610655 

john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Wednesdays 

 
Wardens 

Robert  Hookham  0403506693 
John Stevens           6355 1337 

Eric Young           0429664436 
  

Office Administration 
Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 

office@lpachurch.org.au 
Tuesday & Thursday 10 - 2 
 

for Children and youth 

 Youth Group for yrs 6- 12                

                        During School 

Term    Fridays                          

7:00 –   9 pm 

……………. 

 

K – yr 6  

During School Term  

             Fridays 5pm – 6:30 

pm  
 

 

 

 

Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%204.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%204.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2014.23


Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 

  

1. HEAD: What did you learn? 

   

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 

 

  

 
 

ot    Deuteronomy 10:12 – 20   (page 149) 

nt   1 Corinthians 12:31 – 13:13 (page 931)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Word of encouragement:  

 

“What contradictions meet in ministers employ; 

It is a bitter sweet, a sorrow full of joy” 

John Newton & William Cowper 

The words above are a picture that I hadn’t expected this year 

would look like, and yet I should have expected it, we all should.  

That is the picture of joy and suffering partnered intrinsically 

together. I didn’t realise the lesson I was learning, until I caught 

myself saying a shocking sentence in response to someone’s words.  

“Man you have such a cool job, you get to read the bible all the 

time with people, how sick!” He said with such joy. “Yeh, it is, but 

it’s also pretty exhausting “That was my response…. It wasn’t until 

later that week that I caught the attitude of my heart- the 

exhaustion I felt in doing God’s work and it hasn’t even been one 

full year.  I felt ashamed. I felt the pain of the realisation that full 

time ministry takes a burden like any other job. That I had 

responded in a way that didn’t show appreciation for the fact that 

this is my job.   It is awesome! 

It wasn’t until coming along to the Mission Minded conference over 

the October long weekend, that God was able to remind me of 

what I should expect along this path - that is joy and suffering- it’s a 

lie to say that I haven’t experienced any joy in this ministry this 

year. I’ve seen lots of joy, I’ve written about my joy and excitement. 

But I realised as I read an article written by Vaughan Roberts “what 

is gospel ministry?” That I have learnt the same lesson as him in 

stepping into full time ministry.  That is “it was even better than I 

had expected; and yet it was also far harder”.  What struck me, as I 

was reading, is that it is hard, and that’s okay, it’s the nature of 

doing life with people. As I read through Mark’s gospel , how hard 

and exhausting would have Jesus’ ministry been!? People constantly 

seeking him out for healing and miracles, teaching a bunch of 

disciples that didn’t ever really understand what he was saying, 

walking miles to share the gospel with the lost, and constantly 

having teachers of the law and Pharisees posing questions in the 

hope that he said the wrong thing. And here I am, struggling with 

my uni students? But the truth of it is, believe it or not, not every 

day actually looks like that. Shock!  The picture in my mind 

concerning the reality of what joy and hardship together looks like, 

was that the hardship has been continuous from day one, it’s been a 

hard slog and this looks like a constant line… but then the joy 

comes, and it comes in spurts. Spurts that are great and filled with 

so much joy, that they make you forget about the continuous 

hardship line… until the spurt is over and the constant line is still 

there, waiting for the next spur t of joy? It seems silly to me now 

that I had that expectation of this apprenticeship, never have I seen 

this truth in the bible.   This latest lesson has helped me to take 

hear t Paul’s encouragements in Philippians 4 “whatever is true, 

whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 

whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable - if anything is 

excellent or praise worthy- think about such things? What’s 

true is that God is working in the hearts of these uni students every 

day, whether I see it or not, but he has shown me and I will 

continue to rejoice in that truth and set my mind on the things of 

God, and the hope that is to come. Thank you for being on this 

journey with me, I hope and pray that God is revealing as much to 

you also!  

With love and thankfulness, Cait. 
 

For a full copy of letter see office 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Prayer points  
 

December 1st  Almighty God, give us grace that we may 

cast away the works of darkness and put on the armour of 

light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son 

Jesus Christ came among us in great humility; that on the 

last day, when he comes again in His glorious majesty to 

judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 

immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Dec 2nd  Leading into Christmas, praise God inspired by 

these lyrics: 

Hail the heav’nly Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of 

Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His 

wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die. 

Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second 

birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Dec 3rd  Praise God’s character, reflecting on Psalm 96v4-7: 

‘For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; he is to be 

feared above all gods.  For all the gods of the peoples are 

worthless idols, but the LORD made the heavens. Splendour and 

majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in his 

sanctuary.’ 
 

Dec 4th  Pray for authorities, reflecting on Romans 13v1: 

‘Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For 

there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have 

been instituted by God.’ 
 

Dec 5th  Leading into Christmas, praise God inspired by 

these lyrics: 

On Christmas night all Christians sing  

To hear the news the angels bring. 

News of great joy, news of great mirth,  

News of our merciful King's birth. 

Then why should men on earth be so sad,  

Since our Redeemer made us glad, 

When from our sin he set us free,  

All for to gain our liberty? 

 

Dec 6th  Pray for church leaders, reflecting on 1 Peter 5v2-

3: ‘Shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 

oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would 

have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly;  not domineering 

over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock.’ 

 

Dec 7th Pray for all Christians, reflecting on Jesus’ prayer in 

John 17v20-23: "I do not ask for these only, but also for those 

who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be 

one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also 

may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent 

me. The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that 

they may be one even as we are one, I in them and you in me, 

that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may 

know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.’ 
 

Dec 8th  Blessed Lord, you have caused all holy Scriptures 

to be written for our learning: grant us so to hear them, 

read, mark and learn, and inwardly digest them, that, 

encouraged and supported by your holy word, we may 

embrace and always hold fast the joyful hope of everlasting 

life, which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

 
 

 

News to share or point for prayer? 

If you would like the church family to hear of recent news, or 

request prayer for yourself, please contact the office by phone or 

email.  Due to privacy laws we can only publish names with 

permission of those people.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notices 
 

J-Fam  

Supporting the Arise Orphanage and School 

 in the Philippines 

Items on sale today after all services  
 

 

Christmas 2019 

Celebrate in Song at Carols for all ages  

Friday 6th December  

6:30pm at St Paul’s Anglican, Lithgow  

A service of classic carols and the timeless Christmas Story  

Followed by family fun with face-painting, balloons,  

a bouncy castle, activities & food.  

 
 

Christmas Eve BBQ Carols 

Tuesday 24th December 

• 6pm at St Stephen’s Anglican, Portland 

All are welcome for a relaxed outdoor service of  

classic carols & readings 

 
 

Christmas Day  

Wednesday 25th December  

• 8am at St Paul’s Anglican, Lithgow  

Celebrate Christmas Day with carols, Bible readings  

in a classic Anglican style.  

10am at St Paul’s Anglican Church, Lithgow  

All are welcome for classic carols, Bible readings and Kids spot 

 

Summer @ Portland 

From December 29th – January 26th Portland will be having BBQ 

church from 5:30 pm  

 

Baptism 

After our recent commitment service enquires have been made 

regarding baptism – if you would like to organize a baptism to 

symbolize your belief and commitment to Jesus please speak to 

Mark. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   Lithgow and Portland Anglican Church  

Direct Giving details 
Account Name -    ANGLICAN PARISH of     

 LITHGOW DIRECT  
GIVING   

BSB -                 062591 
Account No. -  10085204 

 

  

Roster reminders  
 

December 8th   2019  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible readings  

ot Proverbs 14:30  

nt  1 Corinthians 14   
 

Thank you for serving.  If you are unable to fulfil your rostered 

duty please organise a swap and let the service leader and 

the office know 
 

 

 

Growth Groups  
 

Mon pm Senior teens Lithgow 

Tues am mixed    Lithgow 

        pm mixed    Lithgow 

Wed pm Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm Men’s       Lithgow 

         pm Mixed   Wallerawang 

Thu  am Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm mixed   Lithgow 

         pm mixed    Wallerawang 

         pm mixed   Portland 

Fri   am women’s   Lithgow 

        pm Mixed    Lithgow 
 

 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 


