
WHY IS ALL THIS HAPPENING?

The short answer is that we don’t know exactly why. Viruses, plagues and
threats that turn our lifestyle upside down are not new, but if it is your first
time experiencing something like this it can feel like humanity is completely
out of control. But the good news is we know the God who knows why this is
happening, and he is in control. So our first step must be to remember that
even when things seem out of control, God’s got this. We know that sin has
fractured our world and even creation itself is groaning (Rom 8:22). So when
hard things happen it makes us long for a better world.

WHY DOESN’T GOD DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT?

I’M FEELING ANXIOUS, WHAT SHOULD I DO?

HOW DO I RESPOND TO ALL THIS?

RESPONDING 

TO A CRISIS
The events coming out of the COVID-19 global pandemic have been chaotic: people getting

sick, social isolation, countries in lockdown and lots of fear. So as Christians how do we
respond to this moment of crisis? Here are some answers to common questions.

Actually God has ALREADY done something. He was not content to just deal
with one crisis after another: he wanted to deal with the fear of death that is
at the heart of them all. He did that when he sent Jesus to die and rise again,
bringing forgiveness of sins and bringing the hope of eternal life. This means
we do not need to fear anything in this life (including Coronavirus), because
we know that one day God is bringing a new creation where all evil, suffering
and death will be wiped away and God’s people will get to live him  forever.
So God has acted - he has taken the reason to be afraid away! But it’s not like
God put up his feet 2000 years ago, he is still working today. If you look
closely you can see God doing lots of things as he pours out his grace upon
our world and works by his Spirit.

Of course we are still effected by these events and you might be feeling a
whole bunch of things, and that’s ok. But the best thing we can do with those
feelings is give them all to God. 1 Peter 5:7 says: "Cast all your anxiety on
him because he cares for you.” We can do that because the God we are
praying to is the “God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles” (2
Cor 1:3). This same God came and experienced what it’s like to suffer as a
human, so he knows what you are going through. Many times Jesus himself
cried and called out to God. The book of Psalms also has lots of examples of
this, why not have a look and see if there are some you can relate to.

A helpful attitude might be for us to follow Romans 12:12, which says: "Be joyful
in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”
- Be joyful in hope: As Christians we have the hope of the New Creation. Dark
times remind us to look forward to the day Jesus returns. An attitude of joy (not
fear) can mark us out as lights in this world so that we have opportunities to share
Jesus. 
- Patient in affliction: This pandemic may last for several months so we have to
patient. If you go into isolation, consider how you can use that time well, rather
than being frustrated and spending the whole time watching Netflix. God’s timing
is perfect, and he has things to teach us all in this season. 
- Be faithful in prayer: There is nothing better for us to be doing now (or ever) than
depending on God in prayer, continually asking him to be giving wisdom to our
leaders, energy to doctors/nurses and health to our families and community. You
could be praying about how you can love people who are struggling in this difficult
time. Most of all we can ask God to use this pandemic to grow his kingdom.
 

There's no way we could do these things alone, which is why staying connected
during this time is crucial. Make sure you are using your social media and
technology to continue to 'meet' with God's people and love them. 


