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Dear friends, 
 

Welcome to church!   We all need something to live for. ‘What makes life worthwhile is 
having a big enough objective, something which catches our imagination and lays hold of our 
allegiance; and this the Christian has, in a way no other man has.’  (JI Packer).  As a church, 
we’re convinced that greater purpose is Jesus.  Our motto is ‘Knowing Jesus, Serving Jesus, 
Proclaiming Jesus.’    In our newsletters over the coming weeks, we’ll look at each in turn.    

 

First, Knowing Jesus is life. Jesus prayed for all to hear: ‘Now this is eternal life: that they may 
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent’ (John 17v3).  ‘Knowing 
God’ is different to ‘knowing about God’.   We can know about God from creation.  By 
nature, we don’t want to know & worship God – we suppress the truth of who He is & 
replace him with something else.  Knowing about God doesn’t create relationship.  What we 
all need is a knowledge of God that brings life.  Only in Jesus can we get that.  He is the image 
of God - & all the fullness of God dwelt in Him, as he made peace with the world on the cross 
(Colossians 1).  Jesus is the exact representation of God – he’s God’s final word to us 
(Hebrews 1).   

 

To know God through Jesus, is to have him overcome our sin, in relationship with God & life 
eternal.  According to Jesus in John 17v3, Eternal life isn’t just the result of knowing God – 
eternal life is knowing God.  Relationships aren’t are the added extras to living – they are the 
essence of life.  A study in 2010, found that loneliness had an equivalent impact on your health 
as smoking 15 cigarettes a day or having 6 daily units of alcohol.  It’s twice as bad as being 
obese.  Life is relationship, & eternal life is entering into the relationship we were created for 
with the relational God: Father, Son & Spirit.   

 

Second, Knowing Jesus is knowing yourself.  James 1 talks about the effect of looking into 
God’s word.  James 1v23 likens reading the Bible to looking into a mirror.  The more we read 
the Bible, the more it shows us what we are really like.  Someone helpfully put it: 

‘Disregard the study of God, & you sentence yourself to stumble & blunder through 
life blindfold, as it were, with no sense of direction and no understanding of what 
surrounds you.  This way you can waste your life & lose your soul’. 

Every person is the image of God.  Because of our sin, we are the broken image of God.  
Because of Christ’s work on the cross, we are the redeemed image of God.   If we want to 
understand ourselves, we need to look at God.  Jesus doesn’t just show us what God is like, 
he shows us what we should be.   For some, knowing God will reveal failings & humble pride.  
For others it will lift you up & build your esteem as you realise you’re God’s valued image & 
treasure.  

 

Third, Knowing Jesus puts life into perspective.  We keep forgetting this world is passing.  
Knowing Jesus gives the proper perspective on this life.  

 

That means the success & triumphs we experience in the world aren’t as great & important as 
we think.  It’s why Paul in Philippians 3v8 can say he considers everything he had – his 
reputation & morality & heritage – rubbish compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing 
Christ Jesus.  He describes them, literally, as dung.   No promotion, no renovated house, no 
holiday, no super package, no good deeds & self-satisfaction – can compare to knowing Jesus.  
Because they fade – the joys of knowing Christ are eternal glory. 

 

On the flipside it means the suffering & pain isn’t as bad as it feels.  Knowing Jesus means we 
suffer well – because we know it won’t last.  1 Peter is a letter to persecuted Christians.  It is 
a letter that speaks a lot about pain – being denied justice, mistreated, badly spoken about & 
worse.  But read it - & it is a letter of joy.  Hardship is seen through the lens of knowing Jesus 
– so 1 Peter 4v13 ‘rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be 
overjoyed when his glory is revealed.’ 

 

May you find the joy of life in Knowing Jesus.  
In Him,  Mark Smith 

 

 

 

April 7th  2019 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

8 am at St. Paul’s  

Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 
 

12:30pm at New St Thomas’ 

Wallerawang (All age, All in) 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 

mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Thursdays 

  
Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418610655 

john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Wednesdays 

 
Community Pastor 

Terry Smith  0449233862 
terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au 

Not available Tuesday & Friday  
 

Wardens 
Robert  Hookham  0403506693 

John Stevens           6355 1337 
Eric Young           0429664436 

  
Office Administration 

Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Tuesday  & Friday 9 – 2  
 

for Children and youth 

 Youth Group for yrs 6- 12                

                        During School 

Term    Fridays                          

7:00 –   9 pm 

……………. 

 

 

K – yr 6  

During School Term  

     Fridays 5pm – 6:30 pm  
 

 

Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 
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Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn? 
   

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 

 

readings 
 
 

ot   Isaiah 53:4 – 12 (page 523)  

nt   John 18:28 – 19:16(page 767)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Word of encouragement:  
 

Sarah on the Sunshine Coast 

 

I've been on the Sunny Coast for nearly 2 months now & there's still 
no such thing as a 'normal' week, but there are many good things that 
have been happening. Praise God for His steadfastness in the midst of 

change & for the way He's sustained me (it's certainly been less 
stressful than anticipated!). 
 

Campus Ministry  
Kick Off Camp  |  It was great to get away for the weekend with a 
few Sunny Coast students & the group from USQ at Toowoomba. 

We looked at 'Who Jesus is' from Luke 4 & 'Following Jesus' from 
Luke 7 & 8. We split guys/girls for the second session & I got to take 
the girls through Luke 7:1-10 looking at having faith in Jesus, the one 

who is both good & has authority. 
 

It was exciting to see a few non-Christians from Toowoomba 
engaging with the Bible, to have students from both campuses come 

along to a camp for the first time & have some good chats with girls 
about full time ministry. Praise God for the time away in fellowship & 
under God's word, please pray that we would seek to continue as we 

have begun, allowing God's word to shape us & our time together. 
 

Weekly meetings & socials | It's Week 4 of semester now which 
means we've had 4 weeks of our regular weekly Main Meetings & 

Thursday Socials. These have been encouraging as we've gathered 
around God's word with students & enjoyed fellowship & met some 
new contacts, but also hard as numbers have been lower than 

anticipated & students have been irregular in attendance.  Praise God 
for the freedom to meet on campus under His word & for those 
students who have been coming along regularly & contributing.  

 
No common lunch hour & the pressures of a growing Uni  
trying to fit in more classes has made it tricky to find a time the 
works for lots of students from different courses. Please pray that 

students would prioritise meeting together when possible & that we 
would know how to best encourage them & keep trusting God in the 
unpredictability of Uni ministry!   

  

Bible Study groups have just launched this week with varied results 

Our first group on Monday was much larger than anticipated (so 
much so that we're thinking of splitting into 2 groups!) which was 
exciting to connect with people who haven't made it to other events 

yet. On the other hand we were hoping to run a girls group on 
Tuesday but no one turned up. Pictured below is the guys groups & 
there's another group that will meet today! Praise God for a good 

first week of groups & please pray that students would be regular & 
the groups will be a great opportunity to grow & spur one another 
on in sharing Jesus on campus. A side bonus of the group on Monday 
possibly splitting is that it will give me the opportunity to train one of 

the girls in leading a Bible study group & rather than just going 
through the 'Growth Groups' course with our trainee we'll have a 
few others being trained! Praise God for the opportunity to run a 

training course earlier than expected in the year & pray that it will be 
useful for equipping students in serving long term.    

 

In Christ,  Sarah Kan  (if you would like the full letter see office) 
 

 

  

 

News to share or point for prayer? 

If you would like the church family to hear of recent news, or 

request prayer for yourself, please contact the office by phone 

or email.  Due to privacy laws we can only publish names with 

permission of those people.  

Prayer points  

 

Mary White (10am congregation) asks us to 
remember her in your prayers this week, as she 
is in period of difficulty.  Ask God to fill her with 
strength, wisdom & grace - & that she might trust 

Him as her refuge & fortress. 
 

April 7th Father, help us to be like Christ your 

Son, who loved the world and died for our 
salvation.  Inspire us by his love, guide us by his 

example, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen 

 

April 8th  Give thanks for God’s life-giving Word.  
Thank God for those who taught you the gospel 
& pray for those you have the opportunity to 
speak the gospel to. 
 
April 9th  Praise God for his character – 
remembering his name: The LORD, the LORD, 
the compassionate and gracious God, slow to 
anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 
maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving 
wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not 
leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the 
children and their children for the sin of the 
fathers to the third and fourth generation." 
(Exodus 34v6-7) 
 
April 10th   Give thanks for God’s great provision.   
Give thanks for the productivity & bounty of the 
earth.  Pray for fruitful harvests & for us to be 
wise stewards of all God has entrusted to us. 
 

April 11th  Approaching Easter, reflect on the 
woman who honoured Christ by anointing him 
with expensive oil (Matthew 26).  Pray for God to 
fill you with a lavish delight in Christ, that you 
would do beautiful things for Him. 
 
April 12th   Reflect on Jesus’ willingness to humble 
himself, washing his disciples’ feet on his final 
night (John 13).  Give thanks for His loving model 
& ask that we might be like Him. 
 
April 13th   Remember those in physical, 
emotional & mental pain at this time.   Pray for 
their relief - & for God use this hardship for a 
greater good, to make them like Jesus.  
Remember too those who are spiritually empty & 
needing to be filled. 
 

April 14th  Almighty and everlasting God, in 
tender love towards mankind you sent your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, to take our nature upon 
him and to suffer death on the cross, that all 
mankind should follow the example of his great 
humility: grant that we may follow the example of 
his suffering, and also be made partakers of his 
resurrection; through him who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.  
Amen 

 
 

 



 

 

 Notices 

Lifts required 
Some local members of 10am congregation are having difficulty 

getting to & from church.  If you are able to assist in picking up & 
dropping home, please let the office know.  

 

Our Mission: Encountering Jesus 
7th-21st April 2019 

Today we welcome students from Sydney Missionary Bible College 
(SMBC).  They join us, as we introduce our friends, family & 

neighbours to Christ.   This week is full of opportunities to bring 
others to encounter Jesus.  Postcards are available for each event to 

make inviting easier. 
 

‘Ageing Well with God’s Help’ 10-11:30am Tuesday 9th  - Morning 
Tea & gospel discussion at Treeview Estate. 

‘Stay Strong: Body & Soul’ 7-8:30pm Wednesday 10th  - Jesus’ advice 
for a healthy soul & Expert physio advice (Lithgow Hall) 

‘Sandwiches, slices & Jesus (the bread of life) 12-2pm Friday 12th  
Luncheon for women of all ages & stages (Lithgow Hall) 

Glow & One’s Combined BBQ night 5:30-7pm Friday 12th - Jesus, 
food & fun for all children & youth (family & friends) – Lithgow Hall 

Grill & Chill Community Breakfast in Portland 8:30-10:30am  
Saturday 13th – Good food, company & Jesus (Portland Hall) 
All church services on Sunday 14th geared for newcomers.   

 

Engage your neighbourhood.  Be paired with someone experienced & 
invite locals to gospel events.  Postcards promoting Easter 

celebrations are available & make this easy. Contact Terry Smith 
 

Fresh Food Day Next Sunday  
‘A help up, not a handout’.  Assistance welcome in receiving goods 

on Friday & serving clients on Sunday. For us all, it’s a chance to 
welcome others in conversation over a cuppa. 

 

Easter celebration services: ‘The joy of Easter’ 
Palm Sunday 14th  

Our regular Service times & locations – great for people new to 
church. 

Good Friday 19th  
9am at St Paul’s & 3pm at St Stephens 

Resurrection Sunday 21st  
8am & 10am at Lithgow,  

12:30pm at Wallerawang & 3pm at Portland 
 

Portland Easter Festival – Easter Saturday 
This year’s theme is "New Life." The planning committee would love 

to hear from anyone who is willing and able to make themselves 
available on Easter Saturday, Contact Miriam Palmer 6355 4104 or 

impalmer@swissmail.org 
 

Arise Orphanage Tracy & Mick Staines 
Donations of good quality bric-brac or new items 

to sell at Ironfest 27=28 April, 
All proceeds will go to the orphanage 

contact  kymleffley@gmail.com  
Arise Orphanage is a wonderful place but has 

so many needs that cost $$$. 
Your trash could be someone elses’ treasure! 

 

Gaye and Peter Avery are rejoicing in God’s goodness in the birth of 
Xanthe Lydia Swan to Bec and Dan, their ninth grandchild. 

 

 

 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name -    ANGLICAN PARISH Of     

 LITHGOW  DIRECT GIVING   
BSB -                 062591 
Account No. -  10085204 

 

  

Roster reminders  
 

14th April  2019  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible readings  

ot  Psalm 85:7 - 13  

nt  John 20:24 - 31 

Thank you for serving.  If you are unable to fulfil your 

rostered duty please organise a swap and let the 

service leader and the office know 
 

Growth Groups  
 

Mon pm Senior teens Lithgow 

Tues am mixed    Lithgow 

        pm mixed    Lithgow 

Wed pm Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm Men’s       Lithgow 

         pm Mixed   Wallerawang 

Thu  am Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm mixed   Lithgow 

         pm mixed    Wallerawang 

         pm mixed   Portland 

Fri   am women’s   Lithgow 

        pm Mixed    Lithgow  

 
 

 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 

mailto:kymleffley@gmail.com

