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Dear friends, 
 

Welcome to church!   We all need something to live for.  As a church, we’re convinced 
that greater purpose is Jesus.  Our motto is ‘Knowing Jesus, Serving Jesus, Proclaiming 
Jesus.’    Last week’s newsletter looked at knowing Jesus.  This week – ‘Serving Jesus’.  

 
God Himself calls everyone to make a serious choice.  He draws a line in the sand: ‘what 
does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his 
ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul’ 
(Deuteronomy 10v12).  Joshua, who led God’s people into the promised land, understood 
the importance of this decision.  Joshua 24v14, ‘Choose this day who you will serve’.  It’s 

a challenge to us all. 
 
This is no light decision.  The choice to serve God is costly. To serve is giving up the right 

to put your desires first.  To serve is to give up the right to meeting your deepest needs.  
To serve anyone is costly, & it is no different with Christ.   2 reasons why you should 
choose to serve Jesus. 

 
First, Serve Jesus, because He served first.  When Joshua challenged people to choose to 
serve God, it was after God had already saved them from slavery.  In Josh 24, the people 
were able to recite back to Joshua all the good things God had already done for them.  

How he’d already served them.  God doesn’t ask of you or me, anything he hasn’t already 
done.  Jesus said: ‘whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and 
whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many’ (Mark 10v43-45).   
 
He spoke these words not long after he explained to his closest friends, how he was 

heading to Jerusalem, where he’d be mocked, rejected, beaten & crucified.  Jesus gave His 
perfect life to buy back our imperfect lives.    He dies our death that we might live.   2 
Corinthians 8 speaks of him becoming poor, that we might be rich.  His service makes 

believers spiritually rich.  In 2 Peter 1, we have everything we need for life & godliness.  
Everything.  In Ephesians 1, in Christ, believers have every spiritual blessing: we’ve been 
chosen, we’ve been made blameless, we’ve been adopted & redeemed; we’ve been given 

an insight into God’s plan for the universe.  In 1 Thessalonians 1, we read how their great 
works of faith & love were powered by the Holy Spirit’s conviction.  In Ephesians 3, Jesus 
has given gifts to his people with lavish abandon.  Christ’s service has given us everything 

we need. 
 
We live to serve Jesus, because he first served us.  What he asks is nothing he hasn’t done 

for us.  & when Jesus asks us to serve, it is nothing he hasn’t already abundantly equipped 
us to do. 
 

Secondly, Serve Jesus, because that’s perfect freedom.  In Galatians 5v13, Paul writes this 
about Christians:  ‘You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom 
to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.’  It’s a fascinating line, 

because he’s explaining how freedom isn’t doing whatever you want.  Doing whatever you 
want is actually a form of slavery – slavery to sin.  It’s what our world thinks is freedom - 
& that’s why it doesn’t, & will never, stop repeating the same mistakes.  What the Bible 

makes clear is that true freedom is doing what you’re made for.  True freedom is serving 
Jesus. 
 

Cont’d inside 
 

 

 

April 14th  2019 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

8 am at St. Paul’s  

Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 
 

12:30pm at New St Thomas’ 

Wallerawang (All age, All in) 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 

mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Thursdays 

  
Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418610655 

john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Wednesdays 

 
Community Pastor 

Terry Smith  0449233862 
terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au 

Not available Tuesday & Friday  
 

Wardens 
Robert  Hookham  0403506693 

John Stevens           6355 1337 
Eric Young           0429664436 

  
Office Administration 

Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Tuesday  & Friday 9 – 2  
 

for Children and youth 

 Youth Group for yrs 6- 12                

                        During School 

Term    Fridays                          

7:00 –   9 pm 

……………. 

 

 

K – yr 6  

During School Term  

     Fridays 5pm – 6:30 pm  
 

 

Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 
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True freedom is doing what you are made for - like a goldfish in its bowl.  A goldfish might be in the confines of a bowl 
– but the bowl doesn’t limit its freedom.  The bowl is not slavery.  The bowl guards its freedom.  Without the bowl, the 
water would spill out & the fish would die.  A goldfish might desperately want to go beyond the bowl – imagining 

freedom on the other side.  The reality is of course, any goldfish out of water might enjoy new things for a moment, but 
death is inevitable.  Freedom is not doing anything you want.  That’s the lie Satan sold to Adam & Eve to get them to 
leap from the fishbowl into death.  Freedom is not doing whatever you want, but doing what you were made for.  

When Christ bought us by his blood, he wasn’t making us slaves.  He was setting us free. In Luke 1v74, we are rescued 
to serve God without fear.  In Hebrews 9v14, Jesus blood cleanses us from dead useless works, to serve the living God 
– doing something that lasts.  In Revelation 1, we are freed from the sin that was destroying us, to serve in His kingdom 

forever.   
 

Choose this day who you’ll serve - & may you find the joy of life in Serving Jesus.  
 

In Him,  Mark Smith 
 

 

readings 
 
 

ot   Psalm 85:7 – 13  (page 421)  

nt   John 20:24 – 31 (page 769)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Word of encouragement:  

 

 

  

 

News to share or point for prayer? 

If you would like the church family to hear of recent news, or 

request prayer for yourself, please contact the office by phone 

or email.  Due to privacy laws we can only publish names with 

permission of those people.  

Prayer points  

 

Mary White (10am congregation) asks us to 
remember her in your prayers this week, as she is in 

period of difficulty.  Ask God to fill her with 
strength, wisdom & grace - & that she might trust 

Him as her refuge & fortress. 
 

April 14th  Almighty and everlasting God, in tender 
love towards mankind you sent your Son, our 

Saviour Jesus Christ, to take our nature upon him 

and to suffer death on the cross, that all mankind 

should follow the example of his great humility: 
grant that we may follow the example of his 

suffering, and also be made partakers of his 

resurrection; through him who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.  Amen 

 

April 15th Approaching Easter, reflect on these 

words Mark & Matthew record Jesus speaking from 

the cross, leading you to Praise, Thanks & 

Confession:  "My God, My God, why have you 
forsaken me?" (Matthew 27:46 & Mark 15v34) 

 

April 16th Reflect on these words Luke records 

Jesus speaking from the cross, leading you to Praise, 
Thanks & Confession: "Father forgive them for they 

do not know what they are doing" (Luke 23:34); "I 

tell you the truth, today you will be with me in 

paradise." (Luke 23:43) & "Father, into your hands I 
commit my spirit." (Luke 23:46) 

 

April 17th  Reflect on these words John records 

Jesus speaking from the cross, leading you to Praise, 

Thanks & Confession: "Dear woman here is your 
son". "Here is your mother" (John 19:26,27); "I am 

thirsty" (John 19:28); "It is finished." (John 19:30) 

 

April 18th Today is Maundy Thursday. The term 

“Maundy” is derived from the Latin word mandatum 
(commandment), referring to the commandment 

given by Jesus at the Last Supper: “A new 

commandment I give to you, that you love one 

another: just as I have loved you, you also are to 
love one another.” (John 13:34).  Pray that our 

church - & all Christian people – would delight to 

keep Christ’s command 

 

April 19th  Prayer for Good Friday: Grant Lord, that 

as we have been baptized in the death of your dear 

Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, so by continually 

putting to death our sinful desires we may die to sin 
and be buried with him, and that through the grave 

and gate of death we may pass to our joyful 

resurrection; for his sake who died and was buried 

and rose again for us, your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

April 20th  Intercede by name for all those you know 
who need to be transformed by the message of 

Easter. 
 

April 21st  Almighty and everlasting God, in tender 

love towards mankind you sent your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, to take our nature upon him 

and to suffer death on the cross, that all mankind 

should follow the example of his great humility: 

grant that we may follow the example of his 
suffering, and also be made partakers of his 

resurrection; through him who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.  Amen 

 
 



 

 

 Notices 

Lifts required 

Some local members of 10am congregation are having difficulty 
getting to & from church.  If you are able to assist in picking up & 

dropping home, please let the office know.  
 

Engage your neighbourhood.  Be paired with someone 

experienced & invite locals to gospel events.  Postcards promoting 
Easter celebrations are available & make this easy. Contact Terry 

Smith 
 
 

Easter celebration services: ‘The joy of Easter’ 

Palm Sunday 14th  
Our regular Service times & locations – great for people new to 

church. 

Good Friday 19th  
9am at St Paul’s & 3pm at St Stephens 

Resurrection Sunday 21st  

8am & 10am at Lithgow,  
12:30pm at Wallerawang & 3pm at Portland 

 

Portland Easter Festival – Easter Saturday 

This year’s theme is "New Life." The planning committee would 
love to hear from anyone who is willing and able to make 

themselves available on Easter Saturday, Contact Miriam Palmer 

6355 4104 or impalmer@swissmail.org 

 
Arise Orphanage Tracy & Mick Staines 

Donations of good quality bric-brac or new items 
to sell at Ironfest 27=28 April, 

All proceeds will go to the orphanage 

contact  kymleffley@gmail.com  
Arise Orphanage is a wonderful place but has 

so many needs that cost $$$. 

Your trash could be someone elses’ treasure! 
 

Forbidden Obedience – Open Doors Australia 

Smuggling Faith to the Millions 
Sunday, 26th May 2019 7pm – 9pm 

Lithgow Anglican Church cnr Roy St & Railway Pde. 

From China to Iraq, Nth Korea to Egypt, hear stories of radical 
obedience from a man who dared to serve the persecuted church.  
Join us for a night of prayer and praise as we explore the realities 

of living a bold faith in the face of suffering.  Free event tickets 
available through  https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/open-doors-

presents-forbidden-obedience-lithgow- 

 
One Day – let hope take hold 
Orange Women’s Conference 

Ezekiel talks by Annabel Nixey 
May 25th 2019 9:30 am – 3;30 pm 

$55 register at www.onedaycwc.org.au 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name -    ANGLICAN PARISH Of     

 LITHGOW  DIRECT GIVING   
BSB -                 062591 
Account No. -  10085204 

 

  

Roster reminders  
 

Resurrection Sunday  April 21st  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible readings  

Revelation 19:1-16, 21:1-8    

Thank you for serving.  If you are unable to fulfil your rostered 

duty please organise a swap and let the service leader and 

the office know 
 

Growth Groups  
 

Mon pm Senior teens Lithgow 

Tues am mixed    Lithgow 

        pm mixed    Lithgow 

Wed pm Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm Men’s       Lithgow 

         pm Mixed   Wallerawang 

Thu  am Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm mixed   Lithgow 

         pm mixed    Wallerawang 

         pm mixed   Portland 

Fri   am women’s   Lithgow 

        pm Mixed    Lithgow  

 
 

 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 
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