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Dear Friends, 
 

The words of Ephesians 4v3 have felt different in 2020: 
‘Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace.’  It’s a verse built on the 
certainty of Christ’s work.  We aren’t creating unity – 
we’re keeping it.  Ephesians 2 makes clear that the blood 
of Christ has broken every moral, spiritual, personal, 
cultural & historical division people have with God & each 
other.  We aren’t building unity – Jesus bridged the 
divide.  We are keeping unity. 
 

But maintaining the unity of the Spirit requires effort.  In 
normal years, that has meant remembering the warning 
of Hebrews 10, to not neglect meeting together – but do 
it all the more.  It’s also meant acting with forbearance & 
love when we meet – as friction always comes when 
forgiven sinners work together.   In 2020, our efforts have 
looked different.  The effort has been to avoid ‘the slow 
drift’ of not having our usual meetings & resisting the 
devil’s deception to give up because online is hard. 
 

As we trial ‘face to face gatherings’ in November, keep 
unity has new challenges.   Through November we are 
trialling meeting at different times/locations in a Covid-
safe form (The Bible read & explained, prayer, open 
encouragement, physical distancing & praise items to 
hum along with).   Experimenting this way is an 
expression of ‘our effort to keep unity’ – but will require 
all our effort in a few ways: 
 

First, Bearing with other’s choices.  Some prefer to be 
face to face, others online.  Love those who are different.  
With that, don’t presume on what others might choose, 
or ‘second guess’ their actions.   As we make decisions, 
we need to know your preference.  If you want to be part 
of face to face gatherings, respond ASAP.  Don’t hold back 
to give space for those who might ‘need it more’.  In this 
time of decision making, that will simply be taken as a 
desire to stay online exclusively. 
 

Second, Readiness to serve.  Current restrictions mean 
we need people to serve in different ways (no need for 
morning tea – but we need cleaners, ushers, registrars & 
compliance oversight).  If our usual congregations can’t 
provide a large enough group of such servants that it 
doesn’t fall to the same people every week, we won’t be 
in a position to regularly meet. 
 

Third, right expectations.  Returning will be a joy – seeing 
each other again.  But it will be tinged with sadness, as it 

won’t be ‘like it was’.  We all have to restrain ourselves – 
keeping 1.5 metres as we chat & not bursting into song.  I 
fear that coming together will test our restraint in such a 
way – that our unity will be damaged, rather than built. 
 

Fourth, more adaptation.  Returning face to face won’t 
suit everyone, just as online didn’t suit everyone.  
Currently we pre-record service elements & a handful of 
editors give time to making it a blessing for us.  We are 
looking at different systems for streaming what actually 
happens in the building, as well as the possibility of 
maintaining our current system with face to face.  It’s 
complex: needing prayerful wisdom & more volunteers. 
 

In everything, our great desire remains ‘Knowing Jesus, 
Serving Jesus, Proclaiming Jesus’.  We can only do this 
united.  The key is forbearance.  Christopher Ash writes:   

‘Maintain the unity of the Spirit by forbearance with 
your fellow-believers, even when it doesn’t suit you.  
It’s very interesting that James finds it necessary – when 
writing to Christians under pressure – to warn them, “Do 
not grumble against one another” (James 5:9). Pressure 
does that. It can divide a church. Covid pressures are not 
persecution; but many pastors struggle with the 
divisions they are experiencing. 
Pastor after pastor says they are struggling to hold a 
church together in unity. Just as responses to the 
pandemic divide society deeply, so they divide churches, 
sometimes bitterly, with some really keen to be braver 
and more adventurous (within the government rules) 
and others desperately cautious. Ministers have to lead 
a church through all this, holding together different 
opinions as to how to do things, what “unlocking” might 
mean, which music to have and how, what to do in 
person, what by zoom, and what by livestream, and so 
on. Sometimes it feels as though there are as many 
opinions as there are church members. And it’s hard to 
feel that – as the pastor – you are the pressure point 
where all these opinions clash. 
So let’s learn forbearance. When your church leadership 
have made a decision, abide by it even – especially – 
when you would have chosen differently. Abide gladly, 
loyally, cheerfully, willingly. The unity of the church 
fellowship is a lot more important than what suits me. In 
one of the great understatements of Scripture, Paul says, 
“Christ did not please himself” (Romans 15:3); we are 
called to walk in his footsteps.’ 

 
‘Let us be ready to concede much, & make many sacrifices 
for the sake of peace & unity’ (JC Ryle). 
In Him, Mark Smith 



Bible Readings:  
OT: Psalm 34v1-3 
NT: 2 Corinthians 12 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Keeping in Contact 
Ministry contacts: 
Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
 

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
  

Pastoral contacts (Growth 
Group leaders) 
Peter Avery     6352 3059 
Julie Barnett     6352 2553 
James Barnes     0424 825 369 
Andrew Doran     0466 734 110 
Ralph Fairbairn     0400 302 901 
Jill Hookham     0403 502 181 
Lauren Hookham    0400 295 427 
Philippe Reyter      6352 1803 
Garry Roberts     0400 075 761 
Julie Roberts     0429 911 643 
Anna Smith      0424 340 687 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
 

Office Administration 
Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Fridays 10am – 12pm 
 

People I need to contact.  After 

reading this & joining in ‘church’, 
who are the one or two people God 
put on my heart to contact & pray 
for? 

  

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 
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Dear friends & family, 
 

We've reached that strange time of year where uni is 
wrapping up (already!) but church is gearing up for 
another Term & Christmas! The next few months for 
Sarah will be much more unstructured with lots of big 
picture planning, conferences & less regular catch ups. 
For James the next few months will be filled with lots of 
normal structured things as well as some extra 
preaching & planning for Christmas. 
We'd appreciate your prayers as we navigate this 
season where ministry looks quite different for each of 
us! Please pray that we'd care for each other well, 
have wisdom in knowing when to do say yes to more 
things & when to rest. 
 

On Campus Second half of semester went very quickly, 
particularly with the break week towards the end! It's 
strange finishing a uni year whilst still being online, but 
we're thankful that ministries have been able to 
continue all year.  
 

Whilst we still haven't been able to meet in person on 
campus, there have been opportunities to meet 1-2-1 
with some of the girls in person, to have in person 
socials during break & even watch our last Bible talk 
with a small group of girls at our home. We're 
particularly looking meeting in person for National 
Training Event (NTE) in December & planning for in 
person ministry next year.  
 

Praise God for the joy of in person fellowship. Please 
pray that these times together would be encouraging 
& that particularly those who are first year students or 
new would build good relationships with the group.  
 

We wrapped up our Biblical Theology series before the 
(late!) mid-semester break & the last few weeks were a 
great opportunity for our ministry apprentice Stephen 
to write a series of Bible studies on the book of 
Titus. Praise God for His word & that we can keep 
training people in ministry despite being online.  
 

As we start thinking about next year, I've also had the 
opportunity to be chatting with some 
graduating/graduated women about possibly joining us 
on campus to do a ministry apprenticeship. Please pray 
for wisdom as we have these conversations, for the 
women to be prayerful, seek wise advice & whatever 
decision they make about the future that they would 
be serving God in whatever they do.  
 
While students prepare for exams over the next few 
weeks, we'll be preparing for NTE in December. We're 
excited that we can meet in person as a campus group, 

but it'll look quite different as we won't be meeting 
with students from all over Australia & we won't 
have AFES staff from all over Australia to help run the 
conference! We're very keen to make sure we keep 
the 'Training' part of NTE even though we can't run 
all the usual strand groups with just 3 staff members, 

so we're hoping to adapt some of the material & add in 
some different elements to give some of our student 
leaders training by training other students. Please pray 
for wisdom, faithfulness & clarity as we write & adapt 
training material for NTE. Please pray that students 
would be excited to be trained & that we'd have 
opportunity to invite new students & Year 12 students 
who are heading to uni next year.  
 

 

Hi everyone, I hope the past 8 months haven't been to 
tough and you've felt God's loving arms around you. 
As most of you would know, Mick, Rene and myself 
moved back from the Philippines last year to raise 
money after the Arise school opened in June  2019. 
Arise still has all the costs running the childrens home 
but now have the added costs of running a school and 
paying 11 teachers and a principal. The school has been 
such a blessing to not only the Arise children but also 
the poor children in the community. All of the children's 
grades have improved since the school opened and 
some of the children have been able to skip grades 
because of the smaller classes and better teaching.  If 
you have seen our promotional video about Arise and 
the school you might remember kikay. Kikay graduated 
primary school at the age of 16 but after a year at the 
Arise school was able to pass an exam enabling her to 
join her peers in year 11. 
 I knew it was going to be tough raising money, but 
between bushfires and covid this has been an almost 
impossible task. Unfortunately one of Arise's main 
supporters had to stop there funding because of 
personal reasons.  This was a huge blow to both the 
children’s home and the school.  
Please let me know if you are able to help support Arise 
at $10 a week which is tax deductible, even $5 a week 
would help so much. You can contact me on 
0417641404  
Or by email tracystaines9767@gmail.com  
Please keep praying for the amazing work that is done 
at Arise. Thank you, Tracy  
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Prayer Points 

 
Collect for Sunday - Merciful Lord, grant to your 
faithful people pardon and peace, that they may be 
cleansed from all their sins, and serve you with a 
quiet mind; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Monday - Remember those in struggling 
relationships – or struggling with relationships that 
have completely broken.  Pray for their healing & 
to find satisfaction in knowing Jesus. 
 

Tuesday - Praise God who controls & is intimately 
involved in our world – sending rain (join in thanks 
for God sending rain & relieving recent drought).  
Pray for those who bear the impact of drought & 
flood, as we wait for the new creation.  
 

Wednesday - Give thanks for those who serve in 
the Armed forces.  Pray for them & the chaplains 
who minister to them.  Ask for chaplains for gospel 
clarity & gifts of wisdom, holiness, diligence & zeal, 
that they may open the eyes of the blind, comfort 
the suffering & speak peace to the dying.  
 

Thursday - Praise God for his character – 
remembering his name: The LORD, the LORD, the 
compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, 
abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining 
love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, 
rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty 
unpunished; he punishes the children and their 
children for the sin of the fathers to the third and 
fourth generation." (Exodus 34v6-7) 
 

Friday - Pray & expand on this prayer from 
Anglicare: ‘Almighty God, giver of life & light, send 
your salvation through all the world.  Keep us 
mindful of the needs of others & help us to be wise 
stewards of all you have entrusted to us.  Bless 
Anglicare & all who serve in its fellowship.  May 
there always be a glad & prayerful response to 
appeals made for the work.  Guide us to those who 
need our help, & grant us the power of our Holy 
Spirit to love & serve you at all times, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen’. 
 

Saturday - Pray for all Christians reflecting on the 
hymn-lyrics:  

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, naught be 
all else to me, save that thou art; 

thou my best thought by day or by night, waking or 
sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

Collect for Sunday - Father in heaven, keep your 
household the church steadfast in faith and love, 
that through your protection it may be free from 
all adversities, and may devoutly serve you in good 
works to the glory of your name; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, Amen 
 

Notices 
 

 

Online Church in November.  Every week in November, we 

continue to stream church at 8 & 10am.  This is still a great ‘first 
step’ into church for those who’ve never been in our buildings! 
 

Trialling ‘New Gatherings’ in November.  We plan to 

meet face to face for a form of church in November, even as we 
continue online.  Our first was in Portland last Sunday.  The coming 
dates & locations are: 

8th November – 8am at Lithgow 
15th November – NONE, as we have our Fresh Food Day 
22nd November – 10am at Lithgow (with children’s) 
29th November – 12:30 at Wallerawang. 

To make this a reality, we need to use our gifts in love.  If you can 
serve in ushering, registration, cleaning or ‘co-ordinating 
compliance’, please contact Mark. 

 

CAP Home Budgeting Course. CAP Money is a free course to 

help people manage their money better, learn to budget, save and 
spend well.  The course runs over 3 weeks (one night a week for 
about 2 hours) and is a great way for church members & the broader 
community to hone their financial skills, and alleviate financial 
stress.  We are looking to run another course prior to Christmas for 
those interested.  If you are, or know someone who might be, please 
contact Chris Barnett at chrisjbarnett@bigpond.com or 0419 437 
339. 
 

November Fresh Food Day – Sunday 15th.  In 

partnership with Anglicare, we offer pre-packed pantry goods ($5 
per bag) & fresh food (we pack here, $2 per bag).  Volunteers are 
always needed: Friday 13th November to receive & pack (12:30-
2pm); Sunday 15th to distribute at Lithgow (11:15-12:30) & Portland 
(4:15-5:30).  Contact Mark.  Don’t underestimate the joy of serving 
alongside church family at this time. 
 

Southern Cross. Our diocesan paper, Southern Cross, is freely 

available online.  November’s edition covers: Rejoicing at the 
opening of Stanhope Gardens; Getting the most out of church; The 
War you didn't know about.  Feature articles include Discipling 
screen-native kids; The new Christian sports show; Cranmer's 
strategy for evangelism.  Follow the link 
https://magazine.sydneyanglicans.net/    
If you would like a printed copy of Southern Cross, please contact 
Mark. 
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