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Dear Friends, 
 
Like most milestones in 2020, Father’s Day will be 
memorable.  Memorable because it won’t be like 
others.  What is normally a day when many families 
gather, even such gatherings will have a sense of ‘social 
distanced’ separation.   This unusual Father’s Day is still 
a great opportunity to remember the vital roles all 
fathers play.  Even more, it is a chance for us to bask in 
the love of the perfect Father.  3 ways to acknowledge 
this day: 
 
First, Give thanks for loving earthly Fathers.  The 
Scriptures acknowledge the responsibility borne by 
Fathers for their family’s well-being.  In Ephesians 6v4 
& Colossians 3v21, in response to the call for children 
to honour their parents, it is Fathers who are singled 
out.  Fathers are warned not to provoke, exasperate & 
embitter their children, but bring them up in the 
instruction of the Lord.  It is right that we then uphold 
& praise the loving earthly fathers who did just that.  
Many of us are blessed with Father’s who were 
involved in our lives.  Fathers who modelled wisdom, 
who provided for the family’s needs & used their 
authority to serve.  Even if it isn’t your father, you may 
well have seen such good fathers in families around 
you.  Be thankful for such fathers - & (if possible) 
encourage them by affirming the good you’ve 
witnessed in them.   Approaching next Sunday, take the 
time to thank & give thanks for, loving earthly fathers.  
 
Second, Grieve earthly Fathers who failed to love.  We 
must acknowledge that for many, this annual 
celebration is not an easy day.  For some, the pain is 
that their loving earthly father is no longer with us.  For 
many it’s that they never had a loving earthly father 
with them at all.  Some have never known ‘good 
fathers’.  Given the important role fathers play, it is 
right to acknowledge the loss – even it is the loss of 
simply ‘what could’ve been’.  Acknowledging this loss 
might mean asking those who lacked a gracious Father 
how they dealt with it.  It might mean bringing your 
own disappointments & griefs to God.  It might mean 
admitting your own failures, if you were that imperfect 
Father, & ask forgiveness.  It definitely means 

interceding in prayer.  Not smugly, but with the 
wisdom of these words: ‘Humble me in the knowledge 
that I am chief of sinners; when I hear of the sins of 
others, help me to not look upon them with pride, but 
to look upon myself with shame, confessing my own 
sins to you.’ 
 
Third, Delight in your perfect Heavenly Father.  
Whatever your earthly Father was like – in his lavish 
love, God invites us all to be adopted into His family (1 
John 3v1).  Erik Raymond writes how ‘Our Father is not 
like our father’, reflecting on the Lord’s prayer: 

As Christians we must not project an image of God 
upon God but rather receive the one he supplies us 
in his word. […]  Let me provide a few sparkling 
jewels from God’s crown that showcase his 
Fatherhood. These jewels draw us to pray. 
1. God’s Loving Nature.  God is quite unique. God is 
not only loving he is love (1 John 4:8). This passage 
in 1 John reminds us that this love is chiefly 
understood not in terms of a feeling but an event! 
God’s love is displayed through the giving of Jesus 
Christ for us and our salvation. If you ever doubt 
God’s love for you then you need to remember the 
cross. It is the great if…then argument. If God has 
not spared his Son then he will give you everything 
you need, with abundance (Rom. 8:32). God is love 
at his core! Everything that God does and says flows 
from this glorious source. […]  This draws us to pray. 
2. God’s Infinite Knowledge.  Many parents have 
been stymied by various circumstances involving 
their children. Our heavenly Father knows of no such 
dilemma. He has never scratched his proverbial 
head. He is the “only wise God” (1 Tim. 1:17). There 
is no limit to his wisdom or counsel. As a result, we 
can come to him with our needs (he knows them 
already –Mt. 6:8), our future (he ordains it Ps. 
139:16), our pain (he comforts it 2 Cor. 1:3). This 
draws us to pray. 

 
This Father’s Day, whatever your human experience, 
may you find joy in Divine Fatherhood. 
 
In Him, Mark Smith 
 
 



Bible Readings:  
OT: Deuteronomy 8v1-6 
NT: 1 John 2v3-8 & 3v1-10 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Keeping in Contact 
Ministry contacts: 
Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
  

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
  

Pastoral contacts (Growth 
Group leaders) 
Peter Avery     6352 3059 
Julie Barnett     6352 2553 
James Barnes     0424 825 369 
Andrew Doran     0466 734 110 
Ralph Fairbairn     0400 302 901 
Jill Hookham     0403 502 181 
Lauren Hookham    0400 295 427 
Philippe Reyter      6352 1803 
Garry Roberts     0400 075 761 
Julie Roberts     0429 911 643 
Anna Smith      0424 340 687 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
 

Office Administration 
Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Fridays 9am – 12pm 
 

People I need to contact.  After 

reading this & joining in ‘church’, 
who are the one or two people God 
put on my heart to contact & pray 
for? 
 

   

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 
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Word of encouragement: 
Keeping up to date with our Mission 

partners ‘Open Doors’  
(serving persecuted Christians worldwide) 

 

 

Our church prayerfully & financially support the work 
of ‘Open Doors’.  If you’d like to be better informed in 
this support, sign-up to receive their updates: 
https://www.opendoors.org.au/sign-up/  Here are 
some recent updates, examples of what you’ll receive. 
 

Several churches across China are being converted 
into ‘Cultural hubs’ in the hope that Christians with 
renounce their faith. 
 

Flowing Stream Church was recently accused of 
“Occupying the village’s cultural base” after it was shut 
down by authorities.  “[The Chinese government] is 
afraid that more people, including less educated 
people, are turning to the church for their spiritual 
needs and not to official nationalism and patriotism,” 
one expert told Time Magazine.  Soon after its closure, 
Flowing Stream Church was reopened as “Yangzai 
Township Flowing Stream Village Cultural Service 
Centre”, a centre designed to promote socialist and 
nationalist thought. 
 

Another nearby church has since met a similar fate.  In 
a recently released video, authorities documented the 
“Successful transformation of Christians through 
education”. According to officials, a “Monotonous 
cultural life” and lack of education is what drives 
citizens towards religion. 
 

By transforming churches like Flowing Stream Church 
into cultural hubs, authorities hope that locals will be 
encouraged to renounce their faith, professing no 
other leader than the president of the Communist 
Party. 
 

In the face of increasing pressure and uncertainty, 
please be praying for the Chinese church.  
Pray For China: 

• Pray members of churches shut down by 

authorities will continue to meet together and 

seek the Lord wholeheartedly. 

• Pray that restrictions and propaganda will only 

increase the church in faith, strength and 

boldness. 

• Pray that God be preparing the hearts of Chinese 

authorities to receive His Word and accept His 

love. 

 
One church in northeast Nigeria has revealed 
extremist group, Boko Haram, has taken the lives of 
8,370 of its members. 
 

In a press conference, Reverend Joel Billi, from the 
Church of the Brethren, stressed the far-reaching and 
systematic persecution by Boko Haram.  “Over 700,000 
members have been displaced, with only seven out of 
60 District Church Councils not directly affected,” he 
said. 
 

According to Rev Billi, 300 branches of the church have 
either been burned or destroyed. As well as countless 
homes and properties. This has forced at least 25,000 
church members into refugee camps in neighbouring 
Cameroon.  The extremist group has also abducted 
several of the church’s leaders. Among them, 217 
Chibok schoolgirls who were kidnapped in 2014. 112 
remain missing.  However, despite the violence and 
mass displacement, Archbishop Benjamin Argak 
Kwashi says attacks targeting Christians are being 
largely neglected by the country’s authorities. 
 

“This thing is systematic. It is planned. It is calculated.  
Every time we have raise our voices to say to the 
government what is going on, they always produce a 
narrative that it is farmers’ and herders’ clashes. That 
narrative is a false cover up because honest people will 
be sleeping in their homes at night that will be 
massacred, but it will be said that it was a clash. That is 
far from the truth.” 
 

To be a Christian in northern Nigeria is hard, even life-
threatening. As attacks continue, please be praying for 
the church.  Pray For Nigeria: 

• Pray the members Rev Billi’s church will find 

grace, peace and healing despite the constant 

threat of violence. 

• Pray members of Boko Haram will hear the gospel 

and come to know Jesus. 

• Pray authorities will stand against persecution 

with action and strength. 
 

Giving during COVID-19 
The wardens would encourage all to give 
online where they are able.  If you prefer 
to give in person, on the first Sunday of 
each month 2 trustworthy people will be 
on-site to receive offertory.   The next 
date is: Sunday 6th September:   
Lithgow - 11:15-11:30am;  
Wallerawang – 11:45am-12:00pm; 
Portland – 12:15-12:30pm 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name: ANGLICAN PARISH 
of LITHGOW DIRECT GIVING   
BSB -  062591 
Account No. – 10085204 
At the bank - Use the above details 
to make a deposit at the bank 
Cheque - Send to PO Box 192 
Lithgow, NSW, 2790 

Groups we are able to pass 
your giving on to 

Some choose to give through us to 
others (by marking their giving).  We can 
do this for the following groups: AFES; 
Anglican Aid; Anglicare; Arise; BCA; CAP; 
CMS (Newbys); Fresh Food; LCEA; Open 
Doors; MAF (Hadfields); Pioneers (Blair); 
Winter Appeal; Nungalinya College 

https://www.opendoors.org.au/sign-up/


Prayer Points 
 

Collect for Sunday - Merciful God, it is by your gift 
alone that your faithful people offer you true and 
acceptable service; grant that we may so faithfully 
serve you in this life that we fail not finally to obtain 
your heavenly promises; through the merits of Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
Monday – Reflect on Psalm 101v1-3 & let it shape 
your prayer ‘I will sing of your love and justice; to you, 
O LORD, I will sing praise.  I will be careful to lead a 
blameless life--when will you come to me? I will walk 
in my house with blameless heart.  I will set before my 
eyes no vile thing. The deeds of faithless men I hate; 
they shall not cling to me.’ 
 
Tuesday – Use Jesus’ actions in John 13v1 to form 
your prayer: Now before the Feast of the Passover, 
when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 
out of this world to the Father, having loved his own 
who were in the world, he loved them to the end.. 
 
Wednesday - Reflect on Psalm 121v1-2 & let it shape 
your prayer: ‘I lift up my eyes to the hills--where does 
my help come from? My help comes from the LORD, 
the Maker of heaven and earth.’ 
 
Thursday - Use Jesus’ words in John 13v15-17 to 
form your prayer: ‘For I have given you an example, 
that you also should do just as I have done to you.  
Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than 
his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one 
who sent him.  If you know these things, blessed are 
you if you do them.’ 
 
Friday - Reflect on Psalm 130v3-5 & let it shape your 
prayer: ‘If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, 
who could stand? But with you there is forgiveness; 
therefore you are feared. I wait for the LORD, my soul 
waits, and in his word I put my hope.’ 
 
Saturday - Use Jesus’ words in John 13v34-35 to form 
your prayer: ‘A new commandment I give to you, that 
you love one another: just as I have loved you, you 
also are to love one another. By this all people will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another.’ 
 
Collect for Sunday - Almighty and eternal God, grant 
that we may grow in faith, hope, and love; and that 
we may obtain what you promised, make us love 
what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 

Notices 
 

Southern Cross. Our diocesan paper, Southern Cross, is 

now freely available online.  September’s edition covers: 
What the needy need; Beach Missions on hold; saved from 
a cult; Why I’m not at church yet; Ready for the ‘sex talk’; 
PLUS: news, views, reviews and more.  Follow the link 
https://sydneyanglicans.net/southerncross   
If you would like a printed copy of Southern Cross, please 
contact Mark. 
 

Joining a Growth Group:  Growth Groups exist for 

every member to grow in godliness.  Currently they meet 
not just at different times during the week, but also in 
different forms: online zoom groups; phone conference 
call; & ‘face to face’ socially distanced.  With the challenges 
of not meeting in person, Growth Groups are an ideal way 
to be encouraged personally & encourage others around 
God’s Word. 
 
If you’ve never joined one, this is the time.  If the format of 
your current group isn’t working (eg. You’d prefer zoom to 
face to face), you’re able to swap. 
Please contact Mark to find the right group. 
 

KYCK.  KYCK is a conference for High Schoolers.  October 

10th KYCK is running a livestream event.  Our youth group 
‘ONE’ will take part (making a day of it).  Contact John 
Young for details. 
 

Online Church: We livestream services at 8 & 10am 

each Sunday.  You can catch missed services on 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnuMfxexSgmazKVkzjD

Cbkw  We also have individual elements of the service 
(interviews, kids talks etc) set apart, ready to share with 
friends & family 
 
 

‘Face to face prayer’ – Sundays at 3pm: 

September 6th – Wallerawang 
September 13th – Fresh Food Day – no prayer meeting 
September 20th – Portland (with children’s programme) 
September 27th – Lithgow (with children’s programme) 

If you intend to come, please let Mark know.  RSVP helps in 
us running it safely & well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September Fresh Food Day – Sunday 13th.  In 

partnership with Anglicare, we offer pre-packed pantry 
goods ($5 per bag) & fresh food (we pack here, $2 per bag). 
 
Volunteers are always needed: Friday 11th September to 
receive & pack (12:30-2pm); Sunday 13th to distribute at 
Lithgow (11:15-12:30) & Portland (4:15-5:30).  Contact 
Mark. 
 

 
 

https://sydneyanglicans.net/southerncross
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnuMfxexSgmazKVkzjDCbkw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnuMfxexSgmazKVkzjDCbkw

