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Dear Friends, 
 

Our local partnership with Anglicare is significant.  We 
have an Anglicare shop on Lithgow’s Main St.  We have 
Anglicare clothing bins on the grounds of St Paul’s.  We 
work with them every month to run our Fresh Food & 
Mobile Pantry in Portland & Lithgow.   We’ve been 
blessed to have their expertise – like Steve Dinning 
coming to teach us last year on ‘being present & 
listening’.  Members of our church are volunteers & 
workers for Anglicare.  Our partnership with Anglicare is 
a significant blessing – to us & our community.  It is 
therefore worth me sharing this letter from their CEO, 
Grant Millard, addressing recent challenges at 
Newmarch House. 

 
‘As you may be aware, on Monday 22nd ABC Four 
Corners program featured a story about the COVID-19 
outbreak at Newmarch House. Four Corners 
interviewed a number of families of residents from the 
home, throughout the days as the outbreak unfolded.  
Four Corners examined the way in which Anglicare and 
the many government departments involved, 
responded to the outbreak.  Whilst Anglicare was 
approached by the ABC for comment, we were unable 
to correct or confirm information given many of the 
questions related to individual residents and their 
circumstances. 

 
Anglicare has committed to cooperate fully with all 
official inquiries and in due course hope to be in a 
position to better understand what happened and 
what led to this tragic and devastating event. We 
acknowledge that during the initial phase of the 
outbreak, our services were stretched, daily 
communication with families about each resident was 
not possible and some of our response times in service 
delivery were sub-optimal. We apologise for the 
distress this caused. The COVID-19 outbreak was 
unprecedented and despite Anglicare's advance 
planning and COVID-19 preparedness, the outbreak 
overwhelmed our ability to respond in a timely matter 
to families, who were understandably desperate for 
information about their loved ones. 

  
As an organisation we are committed to learning from 
our experience at Newmarch House. We are 
comprehensively assessing and analysing the systems 
and processes that may have impacted our response 
at Newmarch House and we hope to share those 

learnings with the broader aged care sector in due 
course. It is our sincerest hope that our learnings from 
this experience will help to reduce the loss of life or 
distress in any future outbreaks.  We have been 
incredibly grateful for the support we have received 
from NSW Health and the Federal Government, and in 
particular from the specialist team from Nepean Blue 
Mountains Local Health District. We acknowledge the 
compassionate and courageous staff who worked 
tirelessly on the frontline to deliver care and services 
to our residents. Their work enabled Anglicare to work 
to resolve the outbreak as quickly as possible. 

  
Newmarch House is now COVID-19 free and the 
new management team has been working hard to 
ensure a smooth transition for all residents and 
families as we move steadily towards a 
new ‘normal’ at the home. Whilst the outbreak has 
been declared over, we acknowledge the trauma for 
our residents, their families and our staff who have 
lived through this incredibly challenging time.  The 
grief and loss of the lives of so many of our much loved 
residents is still acutely felt by the Newmarch House 
community. The journey to recovery will take time and 
whilst we may heal, we will not forget those residents 
whose lives were lost to this deadly virus.  The 
dedicated Chaplaincy and Pastoral Care team within 
the Home continue to show and declare the love of 
Christ amongst this community as they did throughout 
the outbreak, holding out the hope we have in him. 
Pastoral care, Bible study groups, devotions broadcast 
over the PA and regular Chapel services are all back in 
full swing.  We are committed to working with the 
families of our Newmarch House residents towards 
restoring trust and confidence over the coming 
months. Our thoughts and prayers continue to be with 
those who have suffered both grief and loss over the 
last few months. We plan to remember those residents 
we have lost in memorial services in the coming 
weeks. 
  
As always, I greatly appreciate your prayers at this 
time. It has been a great personal encouragement and 
support. Yours sincerely, Grant Millard (Chief 
Executive officer) 

 
May this give you confidence in our partnership & 
shape your prayers. 
 
In Him, Mark Smith

  



This Sunday we begin a new series in 
Ecclesiastes 
Readings: Ecclesiastes 1v1-18  
& James 3v13-17 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keeping in Contact 
 
Ministry contacts: 
 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
  

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
  

Office Administration 
Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Fridays 9 – 4pm 
 

People I need to contact.  After 

reading this & joining in ‘church’, 
who are the one or two people God 
put on my heart to contact & pray 
for? 
 

 
  

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 
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Words of encouragement: Knowing, Serving & Proclaiming Jesus in lockdown  
(Sharyn Hewitt – Wallerawang congregation) 

 
 

 
Hello to my church family whom I do miss seeing 
regularly both at church and growth group, 
 
Lockdown has been difficult in many respects but 
has also provided a means to demonstrate 
resilience and rethinking of our purpose in God’s 
world that perhaps wouldn’t have happened 
without such measures.  
  
My world was enlarged in many ways as contact 
with family and church family contracted.  This is 
because it has been exciting to see church done 
differently and it has provided opportunities to 
invite people to on-line church that you couldn’t 
normally invite.   We have had birthday parties via 
Zoom that have included people who wouldn’t 
normally be able to come and phone, text and 
messaging have increased.   At the same it has also 
been a period of uncertainty, challenge and distress 
at the many scenes and sadness experienced by 
people across the world.   It has also been a 
challenge to even “attend” church live because of 
the flexibility on-line provides.  Technology has not 
always worked well, and I wearied of the novelty 
fairly quickly too!! 
 
The first two weeks of lockdown for me was a 
period of rest.  I didn’t really even realise I needed a 
rest until it was forced upon us.  I do believe that 
God can even use something as dreadful as Covid 
19 to bring about good for his people, even if 
perhaps it is not entirely visible at first.   
 
I know that the shutdown has brought many 
hardships to many people and in the quiet times it 
has really been possible to pray for and about these 
things.  The Prayer Mate App has provided some 
really good ways to pray for our world, our 
government, our hospital staff and our people.   

It has been a great blessing to receive 
encouragement, phone calls, and texts and even go 
on walks with people, keeping to government 
guidelines.  I probably have done more exercise and 
enjoyed more of God’s world walking to meet with 
others than at any other time.  I have been so 
grateful for these excursions and calls, sharing 
stories and encouraging and being encouraged in 
faith and prayerfulness.    
 
As restrictions ease and gradually life returns to 
some sense of normalcy, I pray that I will not forget 
the God who has brought a great sense of comfort 
in amongst much of the fear I have experienced.  I 
am so very thankful for online bible study and 
seeing familiar faces each week, for church and the 
behind scenes organising required to sustain our 
church.  I praise God for hospital workers around 
the world but especially for Lithgow hospital and 
the staff there who are generous and kind in 
extraordinary times.  I have written this verse, from 
YouVersion Bible app, on my steering wheel  (I have 
an old car!!) as a constant reminder of God’s 
supreme sovereignty and my need to respond to 
His call on my life.  
 

Psalm 28:7 
The Lord is my strength and my shield. 
I trust him with all my heart.   
He helps me, and my heart is filled with joy. 
I burst out in songs of thanksgiving.  

 
I pray that many others will come to know a God 
who is sovereign even over Covid 19. 
 
Yours in Christ 
Sharyn Hewitt 

  

Direct Giving details 
Account Name:  
ANGLICAN PARISH of LITHGOW DIRECT GIVING   
BSB -  062591    Account No. – 10085204 
At the bank  
- Use the above details to make a deposit at the bank 
Cheque - Send to PO Box 192 Lithgow, NSW, 2790 

Giving in the time of COVID-19 
The wardens would encourage all to give online where they are 
able.  If you prefer to give in person, on the first Sunday of each 
month 2 trustworthy people will be on-site to receive offertory.   
The next date is today: Sunday 5th July:  Lithgow - 11:15-
11:30am; Wallerawang – 11:45am-12:00pm; Portland – 12:15-
12:30pm 



Prayer Points 
Collect for Sunday - Almighty God, protector of all who put 
their trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing 
is holy: increase and multiply upon us your mercy, so that 
with you as our ruler and guide, we may pass through 
things temporal that we finally lose not the things eternal; 
grant this, heavenly Father, for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake.  
Amen 
 

Monday – Reflect on 2 Corinthians 1v3-4 & let it shape 
your prayer: ‘Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all 
comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can 
comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves 
have received from God.’ 
 

Tuesday - Pray over this reason for ‘needing church’: 
Because ministry teams, evangelism teams, and Christian 
societies are no substitute for churches.  Special groups 
and teams are more exciting than churches, because they 
attract people of similar aims, ideas and abilities. They do 
good work but are not the same as churches, because they 
are limited in membership and task oriented. Churches 
have to accept everyone, gifted or not, and so they more 
accurately reflect God’s free grace. (See Titus 3:1-7.) 
 

Wednesday - Reflect on 2 Corinthians 1v20 & let it shape 
your prayer: ‘For no matter how many promises God has 
made, they are "Yes" in Christ. And so through him the 
"Amen" is spoken by us to the glory of God.’ 
 

Thursday - Pray over this reason for ‘needing church’: 
Because listening to sermons online is no substitute for 
receiving God’s words in the church you belong to.  We 
are called to grow to maturity in churches, not only as 
individuals (see above). We need people to whom we are 
accountable for our hearing of God’s words. The sermon 
you need to hear next Sunday is from your church minister, 
who loves you and prays for you. You cannot assess the 
lifestyle of the online preacher, so you cannot assess their 
message. We present an edited version of ourselves 
online: it is people whom we meet who are better able to 
assess us and evaluate our lives. (See Hebrews 
3:12,13; Acts 20:28; 2 Timothy 3:10,11) 
 

Friday - Reflect on 2 Corinthians 2v10-11 & let it shape 
your prayer: ‘If you forgive anyone, I also forgive him. And 
what I have forgiven-- if there was anything to forgive-- I 
have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, in order 
that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of 
his schemes.’ 
 

Saturday - Reflect on 2 Corinthians 2v17 & let it shape your 
prayer: ‘Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God 
for profit. On the contrary, in Christ we speak before God 
with sincerity, like men sent from God.’ 
 

Collect for Sunday - Almighty God, we pray that the course 
of this world may be so peaceably ordered through your 
guidance that your church may joyfully serve you in all 
godly quietness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Notices 
 

Prayer meetings in July – 5th, 12th & 19th.   In 

our cautious return to meeting live, we are holding 3 
Sunday prayer meetings across the parish in July.  The 
times are set to allow members to attend their ‘regular’ 
online service. The prayer meetings will be a mix of set 
prayers & times of open prayer.   

- In Portland, Sunday 5th July at 9:30am 
- In Wallerawang, Sunday 12th July at 9:30am 
- In Lithgow, Sunday 19th July at 11:30am. 

If you intend to come, please let Mark know.  RSVP helps 
in us running it safely & well.  
 

July’s Fresh Food Day – Sunday 12th.  Our 

partnership with Anglicare in providing Fresh Food & a 
Mobile Pantry remains a vital blessing to others. It’s a 
hand up, not simply a handout.   Around 150 bags of 
fresh food blessed others last month. 
 
In July we welcome more volunteers (to allow for shifts & 
prevent the double-up some had to do).  Volunteer are 
needed on Friday 10th July from 1-3pm (receiving & 
packing); & again Sunday 12th 11:15am at Lithgow, & 
4:15pm at Portland (to distribute the goods & order the 
pantry).   
Contact Mark if you’d like to be involved. 
 

 

Christ: Here & Beyond – Our August 
Mission.  We haven’t paused on ‘proclaiming Jesus’.  

Over 3 Sundays in August, we have a guest preacher 
joining us for our mission, ‘Christ: Here & Beyond’.  
Archie Poulos (head of Moore College’s department of 
ministry) will join us 9th, 16th & 23rd August.  These will be 
great services for friends, family, neighbours & colleagues 
– especially if they don’t yet follow Jesus). 
 

Cleaning, Registration & Ushering teams. All 

live meetings (including the prayer meetings) will require 
teams trained in cleaning, registration & ushering need to 
be formed first.  We welcome volunteers.  So that you 
know what’s involved, we’ve created training clips.  
Follow the links to our youtube channel. 
Training on Cleaning: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FgHsaPmqIXs&t=1s 
Training on Registration: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i9_2m6yHzlQ&t=7s 
Training on Ushering: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWD9G7kgpBc&t=1
28s 
  

GLOW & ONE at Home. Our Youth & Children’s 

ministries take a break after Friday 26th June.  Our online 
resources are still useful to use & reuse on a Sunday.  
During the school holidays, they will resume July 31st.  
How they return in Term 3 is to be finalised.  

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus%203.1-7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%203.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%203.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hebrews%203.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2020.28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim%203.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Timothy%203.11
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FgHsaPmqIXs&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i9_2m6yHzlQ&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWD9G7kgpBc&t=128s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWD9G7kgpBc&t=128s

