
Parish Newsletter: July 4th 2021 
 

Dear friends, 
 

Our dual focus in 2021 as 
a church is ‘Discipleship’ 
& ‘Youth & Children’.  
We’re praying for God to 
work through us to bring 
others into faith, grow 

them in that faith & see a new generation ‘knowing Jesus, 
serving Jesus & proclaiming Jesus’.    J I Packer’s 4 distinctives 
of mainstream Anglicanism help in this task.  Having already 
noted Biblical, Liturgical & Evangelical, the final mark is 
‘Pastoral’.  It helpfully shows how we can all be a part of 
God’s great work of discipling the nations (including 
Portland, Wallerawang & Lithgow): 
 

Pastoral:   Anglicanism is a pastoral form of Christianity. 
It took shape in a pastoral situation where England was 
already divided into something like ten thousand parishes, 
as they were and are called—local geographical areas, 
each with its own church and priest. That arrangement 
was in place before the Reformation began. And the 
Reformers were thinking of ministry in the parishes at 
every stage in their reforming work. They wanted to 
change the way Anglicans worshiped and the way in 
which Anglicans grew in their faith, but they wanted to do 
this in a way that would ring bells in the parishes, through 
the ministry of the parish clergy to the parish worshipers. 
Anglicanism everywhere in the world is still like that—very 
congregation-oriented, thinking everything out in terms of 
discipling folk in Christ. 
 

In England, the original form of the evangelistic ministry 
of Anglicanism for Anglican parishes—the form it took in 
the sixteenth century when the Prayer Book was put 
together, and the form it was still taking in the 
seventeenth century—was catechetical. The vision was to 
promote the parishioners’ learning through an 
understanding of the substance of the children’s 
catechism (contained in the Prayer Book), and through 
taking part regularly in the worship of Morning and 
Evening Prayer and the Communion service. In all these, 
the themes of sin, grace, and responsive faith are 
embodied, embedded, and expressed; all of it would 
ideally have been properly explained by one’s clergyman. 
Thus parishioners would grow into a living faith in Christ. 
 

That hasn’t always happened, however. And after the 
eighteenth century, people came to think of evangelistic 
ministry the way they still think of it today—as going out 
and reaching out and having special messages given at 
meetings or services specially designed to bring people to 
a firm, personal commitment to Jesus Christ. Already 
when George Whitefield and John Wesley were preaching 
by the end of the 
1730s, they were 
making applications 
at the end of their 
services that we 
would call appeals, 

and the pattern of evangelism in the minds of evangelical 
people has been the same from that day to this. 
 
This image of evangelistic ministry has driven out the 
older thought of evangelism being conducted 
institutionally through a discipleship process that begins 
with catechism, that is, teaching young folk the faith. We 
do not do that now in Sunday school. Usually we just 
teach a Bible story. Catechizing is largely gone. But the 
older pattern was that you teach young people the faith 
in church, and you explain to them the reality of faith and 
worship. Thus you draw them into the worshiping 
fellowship so that they grow into personal faith. 
 

Even today, as in fact has always been the case, the 
majority of people who come to faith do so gradually 
through involvement in some form of Christian worship, 
rather than by standing up in a meeting, signing a 
decision card, or going into the counseling room. The 
latter sort of conversion, of course, is always talked about 
from the pulpit and platforms as if it were the most 
important. Statistically, however, it is not. 
 

Ask in any evangelical congregation: Have most people 
here come to faith basically through an institutional 
discipling process? Or was their conversion something like 
the apostle Paul’s, with the Lord confronting them in crisis 
form prior to their involvement in Christian activity, so 
that they came in from outside? You will find that the 
majority came in the first way, despite the prevailing 
mental image of people coming the second way. 
 

Anglicanism has always been pastoral, always concerned 
with making Christians, primarily in the manner 
described, and then shepherding them. That concern is 
there in the ordinal of the Prayer Book. The minister is 
ordained, first and foremost, to find Christ’s sheep and 
then to walk with them as a shepherd, leading and 
guiding them from the beginning of their spiritual lives 
right through to the end. 
 

In other sections of the evangelical world, the primary 
emphasis has often been on the pastor as preacher or 
controversialist, and the emphasis on his ministry as a 
shepherd of the Lord’s individual sheep has been 
secondary, sometimes quite minimal. Some pastors have 
only ever seen themselves as preachers, persons called to 
hold forth—and for the rest, well, let the congregation 
pastor itself. But that is not the Anglican way; it never has 
been and never will be. Anglicanism is pastorally oriented, 
and the Prayer Book guarantees that. 

 

May we shepherd well, under Christ – the Good Shepherd.  
In Him, Mark Smith 



Sermon notes:  Amos 5v4-24 & Luke 10v25-37 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 
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Word of encouragement: Corinne Ogg 
Mission partner at our Anglicare store & 

10am congregation member 
 

This week I was asked to lead the devotions for our manager’s meeting, we were 
looking at a part of Anglicare’s Mission – Enriching Lives.  It got me thinking about 
what it means to enrich someone’s life.  The passage I was given was Acts 9:36 – 
38. It seemed a strange one at first, but the more I meditated on it two things 
jumped out that gave me a sense of purpose and encouragement – 36In Joppa 
there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she was always 
doing good and helping the poor.    
 

Dorcas was known as a believer and her actions of care to those around her were 
because of her faith.  We are not told much more about Dorcas except that her 
death caused distress to those who received her gifts so much that they begged 
Peter to do something and he restored her life to her.  I’m sure Dorcas continued 
as she had before – using her gifts to enrich the lives of those around her.   
 

This encouraged me as in my role at the Anglicare store both here in Lithgow and 
in Katoomba I try to show my faith in my actions & words.  It’s hard sometimes to 
know if this comes through to people, do they realise I am here because of my 
faith or do they think it’s just a job? Like Dorcas I try to use my skills to enrich the 
lives of those I encounter, customers, volunteers, delivery drivers etc.  I offer to sit 
and listen to those struggling, pray for and with people.  I have been putting up 
bible verses for people to read.  I am known to burst into song at any given time 
loudly praising God.  I’m not sure if my actions are having an impact on those 
around me – I do know I’ve had some great conversations about God & faith.    
 

Even though I spent 21 years at Lithgow High School teaching the students the 
Gospel I think I’ve become better at sharing the Gospel here in the store.  I think 
I’m sharing a more personal view of a Christian; I’m allowing people to see me as I 
am, a flawed human who loves Christ and wants others to know and love him.  We 
have a wide range of customers who come into the store – some who want a 
bargain, some who need a little hand up, others who are broken and in desperate 
need of help, one thing I have tried to put into place is that all our customers are 
treated with the same respect and offered the same level of help – trying to put 
the love and care of Christ into our service of the Lithgow Community.   
 

I love the partnership Anglicare has with our church and having church family 
members join in this mission by volunteering at the store and assisting at Fresh 
Food days, as it means I am not doing this alone  - there is an army of disciples 
marching alongside me sharing the love of Christ in whatever way we can. 

 

Update from the Newbys (CMS Mission partners in the 
Philippines).  We are very grateful for all the prayers and messages we 

received while recovering from Covid. It was a huge comfort and encouragement, 
God answered your prayers, thank you so much! While all 5 of us eventually tested 
positive, the kids were mostly asymptomatic, although Katelyn did have a small 
cough. Michelle went to a local quarantine facility here, basically a hotel with 
medical staff. Paid for by the local government. She really just needed to be able to 
rest. We both came close to requiring oxygen but fortunately our oxygen levels 
remained a whisker above the threshold. We are recovering now and feel much 
better, just find ourselves getting tired easily. God in his kindness has given us two 
wonderful friends back in Australia, one a Respiratory Specialist and the other an 
Epidemiologist (exactly what we needed). We are very grateful for their advice and 
support. It also meant we were able to convince doctors here to prescribe us 
medicine in line with the latest Covid treatments. 

Keeping in Contact 
Ministry contacts: 
Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
 

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Community Pastor (Part-time) 
James Barnes      0424 825 369 
james.barnes@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
 

Parish Council 
Sue Engeler    0431 101 476 
Nick McKinney       0450 098 973 
David Moffitt    0409 047 111 
Bronwyn Webb    0416 189 960  
 

Pastoral contacts  
(Growth Group leaders) 
Peter Avery     6352 3059 
Julie Barnett     6352 2553 
James Barnes     0424 825 369 
Erica Debeuzeville  0466 994 741 
Andrew Doran     0466 734 110 
Ralph Fairbairn     0400 302 901 
Jill Hookham     0403 502 181 
Philippe Reyter      6352 1803 
Garry Roberts     0400 075 761 
Julie Roberts     0429 911 643 
Anna Smith      0424 340 687 
Declan Smith     0474 231 223 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
 

Ministry Teams & Leaders 
Blessing Relationships (Julie 
Roberts): Seeking to strengthen 
relationships in our community (in 
church & beyond) 
 

Mercy Ministry (George Auld): 
seeking to serve spiritual needs by 
meeting physical & emotional 
difficulties.  
 

Reaching Out (James Barnes): 
Seeking to make disciples of Jesus 
from this town & the world. 
 

Youth & Children’s (John Young): 
seeking to make youth & children in 
our town & church disciples of Jesus 



Prayer Points 
 

Given the current resurgence in 
COVID cases in our nation, each day 
this week use the ‘collect’ & prayer 
in times of COVID to shape your 
prayers: 
 

Collect for 4th July: Almighty God, we 
pray that the course of this world 
may be so peaceably ordered 
through your guidance that your 
church may joyfully serve you in all 
godly quietness; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen 
 

Prayer during time of COVID-19 
Sovereign Lord, you are the hope 
and healer of your people and have 
promised a world where there is no 
more sickness or crying or death.   
By your death and resurrection you 
have set your people free from the 
penalty of sin and death.   
 

We pray your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. 
Please prosper the work of those 
who are administering vaccine 
distribution; strengthen those who 
are treating the sick; comfort those 
who are mourning the loss of loved 
ones or living in fear of this disease.   
 

Give to governing authorities 
wisdom in their management of this 
crisis, and give to your people your 
peace beyond understanding, 
generous and wise hearts and a 
renewed trust in your sovereign 
goodness and glory.   
 

Turn the hearts of many now 
experiencing fear and anxiety that 
they may find that peace which is 
the fruit of the death and 
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, in whose name we pray, 
Amen. 
 

Notices 
Clarity about latest COVID restrictions.  We are grateful that our 

parish is beyond the Blue Mountains.  It means we can continue to meet, 
whereas other churches nearby are purely online.  Our meetings are changed for 
this Sunday, 4th July.  Currently, the restrictions will be lifted by the 11th.  Changes 
are: 

- No singing whatsoever 
- Mandatory wearing of masks inside the church building.  If you haven’t 

brought your own, disposable masks are available at the entrance. 
- Limited seating.  At Lithgow our capacity is 60, & Portland is 27.  We are 

again required to sit in front of place-cards.  Because sitting in pairs puts 
the distancing ‘out’ with those in the surrounding rows, we ask for your 
grace to sit ‘alone’.  

This is another difficult Sunday.  Pray for swift relief & that we might bear with 
one another in love throughout this.  
 

Re-uniting our church family.   For three Sundays of the school holidays, 

KFJs, Tic Tacs & Portland Kids Church take a break.  On 27th June, 4th & 11th July, 
children will be a part of the whole service, with kids packs.  This is a great 
chance for us to reconnect, for younger members to ‘learn’ church life & for us to 
express our unity in Jesus.  It’s also a refreshing time for those who lead our 
children to refresh.   
Pray for them – especially John Young, who is taking annual leave (28/6-18/7). 
 

July’s Fresh Food Day.  In partnership with Anglicare, we offer pre-packed 

pantry goods ($5 per bag) & fresh food (we pack here, $2 per bag).  Volunteers 
are always needed: Friday 9th July to receive & pack (12:30-2pm); Sunday 11th 
July to distribute at Lithgow (11:15-12:30) & Portland (4:15-5:30).  With church 
back meeting in person, I’d encourage everyone to be involved in welcoming 
customers (in a friendly, Covid-safe way).   As John Wiltshire continues to 
recover, please contact Mark Smith to volunteer your service this month.   
 

Offertory envelopes.  While the majority of the church family use direct 

transfers to give, some prefer to give cash on a Sunday.  With COVID safety, we 
receive those gifts through the box at the back of church (both Lithgow & 
Portland).  Envelopes are available, if you find them helpful in planning your 
generosity.  Contact Mark for them 
 

Gratitude for informal service.  God graciously provides our needs 

through his people.  As we enter church each week, it’s easy to not notice a lot of 
un-rostered, unseen serving.  Thanks to those who make our grounds & buildings 
great places to be – from outside (gardening & mowing) to inside (cleaning & 
ordering the church building’s appearance).  
 

Receiving New Rosters.  Rosters give formality & structure to our serving 

on a Sunday.  It’s a small part of the way we all love each other.  New rosters for 
all congregations are available at the back of church in print – or ask Mark for a 
soft copy.  

 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name: ANGLICAN PARISH of LITHGOW DIRECT GIVING   
BSB -  062591      Account No. – 10085204 
At the bank - Use the above details to make a deposit at the bank (CBA) 
Cheque - Send to PO Box 192 Lithgow, NSW, 2790 
In person – COVID safety prevents us passing the offertory bag, but you 
are welcome to put your giving in the box at the back of church each 
Sunday. 

Groups that we are able to pass your 
giving on to: 

 

Some choose to give through us to others (by 
marking their giving).  We can do this for the 
following groups: AFES; Anglican Aid; Anglicare; 
Arise; BCA; CAP; CMS (Newbys); Fresh Food; 
LCEA; Open Doors; MAF (Hadfields); Pioneers 
(Blair); Winter Appeal; Nungalinya College 


