
Parish Newsletter:  
April 4th 2021 

Resurrection Sunday 
 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
There are four historically reliably accounts of Jesus’ 
life: Matthew, Mark, Luke & John.  As biographies, they 
are unusually skewed.  2 recount the birth of Jesus – 
the other 2 are content to introduce Christ differently.  
There’s very little mention of his upbringing (only Luke 
gives an incident from Jesus’ childhood).  But all 4 
cover his final week in great detail.  All 4 are showing 
us that the cross & empty tomb are the most 
important part of the story that every person needs to 
be transformed by. Mark’s account has a particular 
style that invites every hearer (you & me included) to 
finish Christ’s story in our lives.  
 
Mark 16 is an unfinished story.  The women are shown 
the evidence in v6 – ‘see he is not here’.  Mary, Mary & 
Salome are explicitly told in v7 ‘Go & tell his disciples & 
Peter’.   What do they do?  V8 ‘Trembling and 
bewildered, the women went out and fled from the 
tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were 
afraid.’  It’s such an anti-climax, that in the following 
centuries, others cobbled together an extended 
ending.  They add all the things they think should’ve 
happened.  Mary Magdalene tells the disciples.  Jesus 
meets with them.  He powerfully commissions them to 
make his good news known & they obey.  They add the 
ending because it’s how we think it should end. 
 
That’s the beauty of Mark’s unfinished story.   It 
personally engages.  Mark really leaves it hanging in v8.  
In the original, the sentence finishes with the 
preposition ‘for’.   We have ‘for they were afraid’, the 
original goes ‘they were afraid FOR…’  It’s left hanging, 
making us engage.  We can’t handle the ‘unresolved 
chord’.  You want to finish the story. 
 
This resurrection Sunday, God is not only warming your 
heart – he’s calling you to finish the story in your life.  
Jesus has risen & is still at work.  How will that good 
news finish in your life? 
 
Will you ‘See & be afraid?’  You might not have seen 
clearly.  You might need to look further into the 
evidence about Jesus resurrection.  If so, don’t hold 
back.  The evidence is there to be seen – make contact 
with me, or another Christian you trust, for direction.   

 
Or you 
might 
have 
seen 
clearly.  
You know that Jesus is alive.  But you are afraid to give 
him control of every moment in your life.  You aren’t 
willing to obey his direction because you think it will 
cost too much, or others will think you foolish.  Like the 
women, you’ve seen & are afraid.  Sir Kenneth Clark 
was a British historian – made famous in the 1960’s 
with the TV series ‘Civilisation’.  He wrote of his 
encounter with grace: 

“I had a religious experience. It took place in the 
Church of San Lorenzo, but did not seem to be 
connected with the harmonious beauty of the 
architecture. I can only say that for a few minutes 
my whole being was irradiated by a kind of heavenly 
joy, far more intense than anything I had known 
before. This state of mind lasted for several minutes, 
and, wonderful though it was, posed an awkward 
problem in terms of action. My life was far from 
blameless: I would have to reform. My family would 
think I was going mad, and perhaps after all, it was 
a delusion for I was in every way unworthy of 
receiving such a flood of grace. Gradually the effect 
wore off and I made no effort to retain it. I think I 
was right: I was too deeply embedded in the world 
to change course. But that I had ‘felt the finger of 
God’ I am quite sure and, although the memory of 
this experience has faded, it still helps me to 
understand the joys of the saints.” 

 
Clark ‘saw & was afraid.  Are you?   
 
Or will you ‘see & tell’.  Will you finish this gospel the 
way you know it should end – so gripped by the risen 
Christ that you live trusting Him, live obeying Him, live 
making Him known?  Today, we celebrate that Christ 
opens eternal pleasures for all who trust Him.  He 
offers eternal life that begins now – a transformed life 
relating rightly to our Maker & those around us.  The 
news of sin & death’s defeat is too good to keep to 
yourself.  Who will you tell? 
 
In Him, Mark Smith 

 



Sermon notes:  
Psalm 16 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 

 

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 
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Word of encouragement:  Partnering with ‘Open Doors’ 
As a church, we stand prayerfully & financially with our Christian sisters & 
brothers who are persecuted for the name of Jesus.  Our mission partners 
‘Open Doors’ share these updates of those following Christ’s path through 

suffering to glory. 

 

INDONESIA CHURCH ATTACK: BELIEVERS WOUNDED IN EXPLOSION ON PALM 
SUNDAY 
‘At least 14 people have been wounded and 1 suicide bomber killed in a 
terrorist attack on a church in Indonesia today, Palm Sunday. The explosion 
occurred at 10:28am local time (GMT 03:30) as worshippers were leaving the 
church service. Police told reporters that two suicide bombers attempted to 
enter the Roman Catholic church in Makassar, South Sulawesi, before an 
explosion happened at the church’s side entrance. “...Some believers have been 
severely wounded, and all present have been traumatised. Their lives will never 
be the same," Sam*, Open Doors’ coordinator for the work in South East Asia, 
said. "We ask the worldwide Church to pray for their brothers and sisters in 
Makassar.”  
 
A security guard tackled one of the suspected bombers, who arrived by 
motorbike and tried to enter the church. Security camera footage showed 
smoke and debris blown onto the road from the blast.  According to a Channel 
News Asia report, five church staff members and four worshippers are among 
the wounded. They say there were few people attending mass due to covid-19 
restrictions. 
 
“In Indonesia, the situation for Christians has been deteriorating in recent 
years..." Sam said, "It’s important that we come alongside when they are 
suffering. They must know that they are not alone.” Easter is a heightened time 
of persecution for the church. There have been regular attacks on the church as 
Christians gather to celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus.  This also 
isn’t the first time churches in Indonesia have been targeted. In 2018 three 
churches were targeted in coordinated attacks in Surabaya, Indonesia where 28 
people were killed and 57 injured. 

 
MYANMAR | CHRISTIANS CAUGHT IN CONFLICT 
As Myanmar’s military intensifies its crackdown on protestors following the 
February coup, already vulnerable Christians have found themselves caught in 
the crossfire. 
 

On 28 February, police raided a church in Lashio, Myanmar, arresting at least 10 
people including four pastors.  As is common across Myanmar, the protestors 
had taken to the streets to protest military rule. When police tried to disperse 
the crowd with tear gas, some demonstrators sought shelter in the church.  
Church official, Sin Wah Aung, said, “They beat up non-protestors as well as 
protestors after they crashed through our gate with their car. They destroyed 
the doors as well.” 
 

Those arrested have since been released. However, according to the Open 
Doors Communications Director for Asia, Jan Vermeer, the danger for Christians 
is still rising. “Both the military and the protestors do not show any signs of 
backing down.  As instability grows in Myanmar, so does our need to pray. With 
the growing violence, believers continue to be caught in between, and we are 
concerned for their safety.” 
 

Pray For Myanmar:  Pray God would bring peace and stability across Myanmar. 
Pray for safety and protection as the church serves as a shelter for many fleeing 
conflict.  Praise God that those arrested have since been released. 

Keeping in Contact 
Ministry contacts: 
Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
 

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Community Pastor (Part-time) 
James Barnes      0424 825 369 
james.barnes@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
 

Parish Council 
Sue Engeler    0431 101 476 
Nick McKinney       0450 098 973 
David Moffitt    0409 047 111 
Bronwyn Webb    0416 189 960  
 

Pastoral contacts  
(Growth Group leaders) 
Peter Avery     6352 3059 
Julie Barnett     6352 2553 
James Barnes     0424 825 369 
Erica Debeuzeville  0466 994 741 
Andrew Doran     0466 734 110 
Ralph Fairbairn     0400 302 901 
Jill Hookham     0403 502 181 
Philippe Reyter      6352 1803 
Garry Roberts     0400 075 761 
Julie Roberts     0429 911 643 
Anna Smith      0424 340 687 
Declan Smith     0474 231 223 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
 

Ministry Teams & Leaders 
Blessing Relationships (Julie 
Roberts): Seeking to strengthen 
relationships in our community (in 
church & beyond) 
 

Mercy Ministry (George Auld): 
seeking to serve spiritual needs by 
meeting physical & emotional 
difficulties.  
 

Reaching Out (James Barnes): 
Seeking to make disciples of Jesus 
from this town & the world. 
 

Youth & Children’s (John Young): 
seeking to make youth & children in 
our town & church disciples of Jesus 



Prayer Points 
 

Each day this week, read over the Psalms of refuge we 
looked at over Easter.  Let the theme of ‘refuge’ shape 
your daily prayer.  As you do, draw on the Puritan 
prayer below & gradually re-work it into your own 
words.  
 
Psalm 31 encourages us: ‘In you, O LORD, I have taken 
refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness. […]  Into your hands I commit my spirit; 
redeem me, O LORD, the God of truth.’ (v1 & 5).  Psalm 
16 opens: ‘Keep me safe, O God, for in you I take refuge. 
I said to the LORD, "You are my Lord; apart from you I 
have no good thing." 
 
Refuge (from Valley of Vision) 
O Lord, Whose power is infinite and wisdom infallible,  
order things that they may neither hinder, 
nor discourage me,  
nor prove obstacles to the progress of Thy cause.  
 

Stand between me and all 
strife, that no evil befall,   
no sin corrupt my gifts, zeal, attainments.  
 

May I follow duty and not any foolish device of my own.  
 

Permit me not to labour at work which Thou wilt not 
bless,  
that I may serve thee without disgrace or debt.  
 

Let me dwell in Thy most secret place under thy 
shadow,  
where is safe impenetrable protection from the arrow 
that flieth by day,  
the pestilence that walketh in darkness,  
the strife of tongues, the malice of ill-will,  
the hurt of unkind talk, the snares of company,  
the perils of youth, the temptations of middle life,  
the moumings of old age, the fear of death.  
 

I am entirely dependent upon Thee  
for support, counsel, consolation.  
Uphold me by Thy free Spirit,  
and may I not think it enough to be preserved from 
falling,  
but may I always go forward,  
always abounding in the work Thou givest me to do.  
 

Strengthen me by Thy Spirit in my inner self  
for every purpose of my Christian life.  
All my jewels I give to the shadow of the safety that is in 
Thee— 
my name anew in Christ, my body, soul, talents, 
character,  
my success, wife, children, friends, work,  
my present, my future, my end.  
Take them, they are Thine,  
and I am thine, now and for 
ever.  Amen.  

Notices 
No Newsletters, mid-week emails or printed 
sermons in April (after Easter).  Mark Smith will be on 

annual leave between Easter & Anzac Day.  As such, there will 
be a break on the usual information & updates. 
 

‘Combined Church’ on April 11 & 18.  Parish Council 

continues to monitor the situation of the freedoms & 
restrictions we have in our meetings.  On April 11th & 18th, the 
children of 10am & 3pm will be in church & part of the full 
service (instead of their separated programme).  It’s exciting to 
meet together those weeks. 
 

Fresh Food Day in April. In partnership with Anglicare, 

we offer pre-packed pantry goods ($5 per bag) & fresh food (we 
pack here, $2 per bag).  Volunteers are always needed: Friday 
16th April to receive & pack (12:30-2pm); Sunday 18th to 
distribute at Lithgow (11:15-12:30) & Portland (4:15-5:30).  
With church back meeting in person, I’d encourage everyone to 
be involved in welcoming customers (in a friendly, Covid-safe 
way).   
John Wiltshire oversees this ministry. Please contact him to 
volunteer your service this month (with Mark away, there won’t 
be the usual follow-up reminder of regulars).  John can be 
contacted: jww1942@hotmail.com or 0400 764 270 
 

Ministry Teams.  Ministry teams exist for 2 reasons: First, 

Action.  We want to bless others in the name of Jesus.  We 
want God-given gifts to be used in love – recognising we are all 
different & therefore our discipleship passions are different.   
Second: Relief.  Committing to a ministry team doesn’t mean 
doing everything in that team’s area.  It relieves the pressure to 
be involved in everything run in church life (eg. those 
committed to youth & children aren’t compelled to attend a 
mercy ministry).  In Term 2, we’ll look to refresh our ministry 
teams & see people recommit to them.  To give a flavour of 
current possibilities & ministries for your prayers as you 
consider committing: 
 

Youth & Children’s:  Regular ministries during Sunday Services; 

Special Religious Education (SRE) in local schools; leading in ONE & 
Glow; Holiday camps (eg. Soccer); prayer for the next generation 
 

Reaching Out: Running Christianity Explored & Discipleship Explored; 

Promoting & contacting our mission partners; Help run occasional 
outreach opportunities (eg. winter feast); Maximising the joy & 
possibilities of Easter & Christmas; Engage the community through 
surveys & inviting to gospel events; encourage/equip the church in 
evangelism 
 

Blessing Relationships: Courses for ‘stages of life’: single, marriage, 

parenting, ‘the next phase’; Involvement in friendship over food 
within the church community (Social meals across parish);  Exploring 
pastoral care of those outside Growth Groups. 

 

Mercy Ministry: Serving in our monthly ‘Fresh Food Sunday’ & 

Winter Appeals; Nursing Home Ministry; Strengthening the 
bereavement ministry; Providing meals in times of crisis.  Running the 
CAP in home/personal finance management. 
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