
 

Parish Newsletter for May 3rd 2020 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Our current 5 year plan highlight 4 values: 

- Growing as Christ’s disciple-making disciples 
- Devotion to prayer & studying the Bible 
- Investing deeply in Christian Fellowship 
- Seeking Justice through loving service 

 
This period of lockdown – cut off from our usual appointments – creates space for 

our prayer-life & Bible reading to flourish.  We may well emerge from this period enriched through our connection 
with God.  Other values look more difficult to uphold in this time.  ‘Investing deeply in Christian Fellowship’ seems 
difficult when we can’t meet.  Again, we might discover on other side of COVID-19 that this part of our Christian life 
is enriched too.  If it is, it will be through the blessing of some older technology: the telephone.  Many have already 
told me that although they miss the group interactions – they are receiving more calls than in normal life.   
 
As we invest in each other through the phone, Don Whitney shares some great tips to make the most of it.  He gives 
10 questions to ask.  I don’t share this as a list to constrain natural conversation.  But it does raise areas for us to 
consider in our calls so we care for each other in the LORD well.  Whitney writes: 
 

1. What’s been the most difficult part of these circumstances for you so far? This is more specific than “How are 
you doing?”, which is a question that could result only in a surface answer of “I’m okay.” It recognizes that there 
are challenges to the situation.  
2. What’s been your plan for coping with that (and how has that been working for you)? This may reveal the 
strength or lack of their reliance on the Lord and His Word in this time. 
3. What do Sunday mornings look like for you now? This may indicate whether they are taking advantage of (or 
are even aware of) any livestreaming of worship services or other resources the church is providing for them. 
4. What’s your devotional life been like during this time? Their answer to this may be especially revealing, and 
lead to one of the most important pieces of counsel you can offer.  
5. Where have you been reading in the Bible and how has it ministered to you? This may show that they have no 
plan or direction in their Bible reading. It may also suggest a need for more meditation on what they read. Of 
course, if their answer to the previous question indicates they’ve not been reading the Bible, you’ll want to omit 
this question. 
6. Have you found ways to experience any level of fellowship with other believers? Obviously, an absence of any 
connection with other believers is dangerous. Be prepared to suggest ways where they can regularly talk about 
God and the things of God with other Christians in their current situation. 
7. Have you had any thoughts on how our church could be ministering to one another better at this time? This 
might actually reveal how they think the church should be ministering to them. 
8. Have you had any thoughts on how our church could be ministering to the community better at this time? 
This might help them see how they themselves could be serving others in spite of their current circumstances. 
Moreover, their new perspective may have given them insights or ideas your church should seriously consider. 
9. Would you like for me to recommend some resources to help with your spiritual life during this season?  
These might include websites or videos, resources on the church website, books to download, sermons to hear, 
habits to begin, tips on prayer, family worship, Bible intake, journaling, praying the Bible, serving others, etc. Of 
course, a negative answer to this question may display a self-sufficiency, independent spirit, or apathy that 
presents another set of concerns.  
10. How can I pray for you right now? This question may open their heart in ways nothing yet has. In all cases, do 
close the conversation by praying for the person, and include the encouraging promises of the Gospel in your 
prayer.  
[…] The work of the ministry is essentially “keeping watch over [believer’s] souls, as those who will have to give an 
account” (Hebrews 13:17). That includes the souls under our care with whom we cannot meet in person. In these 
cases, let us faithfully use the tools at our disposal to “do this with joy and not with groaning” (13:17). 

 
In Him,  
Mark Smith 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 
 



 

Readings:  
Psalm 15  
2 Corinthians 1v12-2v11 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keeping in Contact 
 
Ministry contacts: 
 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
  

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
  

Office Administration 
Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Fridays 9 – 4pm 
 

People I need to contact.  After 

reading this & joining in ‘church’, 
who are the one or two people God 
put on my heart to contact & pray 
for? 
 

 
  

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 

 

www.lpachurch.org.au • office@lpachurch.org.au • PO Box 192, Lithgow • (02) 6351 3070  
St. Paul’s: Railway Parade, Lithgow • St Thomas’: Commens St, Wallerawang • St. Stephen’s: Williwa St, Portland 

 



Word of encouragement:  Finance Update (from our Treasurer, Billinda Auld) 
 
We are indeed living in extraordinary times. Just over 1 month ago, we presented a ‘stretch’ budget to the parish, in 
the hope of growing our church resources to spread the gospel even more effectively than we currently do. 
The very next week, COVID-19 hit and our world seemed to shrink, rather than stretch, as we were encouraged to 
self isolate in our homes.  
Through it all, I can’t help but think this could be a time of revival - a time to reflect on what really matters in life and 
a time to share our church far and wide – simply by sending the link to our online services to our friends and family 
so they can taste the wonderful worship we enjoy each and every weekend. And, they are able to do this 
anonymously, without fear of the ‘roof falling in’ – oh wait… that happened last year and we survived despite the 
seeming catastrophe! 
 
From a finance perspective, the onset of the pandemic has triggered the need to carefully watch our finances to 
make sure we can continue to operate through the crisis and come out the other end ready to grow again. 
 
Because it’s only early days, it is hard to see the early financial impact on our church. As you can see from the graph, 
our giving did drop last month but it is above the same period last year.  

 
 

Next month we will see a more dramatic 
effect, because of the absence of giving 
over the plate.  
In an average year, the combined total 
giving over the plate by our 3 churches is 
approx. $8,000/month. In April, a total of 
$1,600 was collected on the one Sunday 
that we had someone at each church for 
collection. As you can see, at this rate it 
wouldn’t take long for our savings to be 
depleted. 
Fortunately, other offertory has been 
separately sent or delivered to church as 
cash and cheque, and there has been an 
increase in the number of people giving 
online.  

 
We are so thankful to God for our very generous church family who are continuing to give at their usual level and/or 
saving their usual giving for a time that they can provide it for banking.  
 
Where our means allow, we must honour God by continuing our rate of giving because, more than ever, his work 
needs to be done and we need to have the resources to do it.   
 
To help you, the following is a list of the ways you can continue to give: 
 
Online - Our bank details: BSB 062591 Account No. – 10085204 Acct name: Anglican Parish of Lithgow Direct Giving  
 
At the bank - Use the above details to make a deposit at the bank 
 
Cheque - Send to PO Box 192 Lithgow, NSW, 2790 
 
In person - Deliver to church office during opening hours (check the newsletter p.2 for this information), or 
Deliver to church on the collection day, the first Sunday of each month (Sunday 3rd May, 7th June etc).  Times are: 

St Paul’s Lithgow  -  11:15-11:30am 
 St Thomas’ Wallerawang – 11:45am-12:00pm. 
 St Stephen’s Portland – 12:15-12:30pm 
  

At this time of separation, it’s important to encourage one another by sharing how God has worked in us 
& continues to work through us.  Email your personal testimonies to Mark (400-500 words). 
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Prayer Points 
 

Sunday 3rd May – Almighty God, you alone can order 
the unruly passions of sinful men: grant to your 
people that they may love what you command and 
desire what you promise, that so, among the many 
and varied changes of the world, our hearts may 
surely there be fixed where true joys are to be 
found; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Monday 4th May – Reflecting on the power of God’s 
word, pray over this verse: John 1v1-3: ‘In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the 
beginning.  Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made.’ 
 

Tuesday 5th May – Reflecting on the impact of our 
words, pray over this verse: Proverbs 15v4 ‘The 
tongue that brings healing is a tree of life, but a 
deceitful tongue crushes the spirit.’ 
 

Wednesday 6th May – Reflecting on the power of 
God’s word, pray over this verse: Hebrews 4v12-14 
‘For the word of God is living and active. Sharper 
than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to 
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges 
the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in 
all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is 
uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to 
whom we must give account.  Therefore, since we 
have a great high priest who has gone through the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to 
the faith we profess.’ 
 

Thursday 7th May – Reflecting on the impact of our 
words, pray over this verse: Proverbs 13v3 ‘He who 
guards his lips guards his life, but he who speaks 
rashly will come to ruin.’ 
 

Friday 8th May – Reflecting on the power of God’s 
word, pray over this verse: John 6v68 ‘Simon Peter 
answered [Jesus], "Lord, to whom shall we go? You 
have the words of eternal life.’ 
 

Saturday 9th May – Reflecting on the impact of our 
words, pray over this verse: James 3v5-6 ‘Likewise 
the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes 
great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on 
fire by a small spark.  The tongue also is a fire, a 
world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts 
the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on 
fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.’ 
 

Sunday 10th May – Almighty God, you show to those 
who are in error the light of your truth so that they 
may return into the way of righteousness: grant to 
all who are admitted into the fellowship of Christ’s 
service that they may renounce those things that are 
contrary to their profession and follow all such 
things as are agreeable to it; through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen 

Notices 
 

Catch up & share online church & Glow.  If you missed 

a previous service – or think it would be helpful for someone else – 
all online church is available at our youtube page.  Either go to 
youtube & search ‘Lithgow Anglican’, or use this direct link 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnuMfxexSgmazKVkzjDCbkw 

 

The same possibility is there for our children’s ministry GLOW.  A 
great resource for our children & their friends.  You can find it 
through our youtube page or this direct link 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs6P3zNC6S85ZEKaxsO69xw 
 

Resources for dealing with COVID isolation.  
Christian, Congregation member and mental health professional, 
Suzanne Carson, has already provided a 15 minute clip of advice to 
care for yourself during lockdown (on our youtube).  A new 
resource from her will be up over the weekend.  If you have any 
particular topics you’d like addressed (as a single or couple), write 
suggestions in the comments on the youtube page. 
 

Suzanne also recommends for couples the ‘Small things often’ 
podcast (from the Gottman Institute): give your relationship a 
boost in less than 5 minutes. 
 

May’s Fresh Food Day.  Thanks to the groups of 10 who 

served at our adapted Fresh Food.  There were lessons learnt to be 
more efficient for next time (we strongly expect to be under the 
same conditions).  Whilst it was smaller than usual (32 shoppers at 
Lithgow & 26 at Portland) the blessings went broader.  Another 30 
bags were home delivered & the remainder got to others in need 
through LINC. 
Next month we’d welcome more volunteers (to allow for shifts & 
prevent the double-up some had to do).  Volunteer are needed on 
Friday from 1-4pm (or part), Sunday 11:15am at Lithgow, & 4pm at 
Portland.  Contact Mark if you’d like to be involved in May. 
 

Onsite offertory collection – 3rd May.  Thank you for 

your ongoing generosity to the work of the gospel locally & 
beyond.  If you prefer to give in-person, rather than ‘direct giving’, 
next Sunday 2 trustworthy people will be ready to collect at the 
following times & places: Lithgow  -  11:15-11:30am; Wallerawang 
– 11:45am-12:00pm; Portland – 12:15-12:30pm 
 

Camera for recording & Volunteers to learn editing.  
Currently our equipment restricts where we can record church & 
adds to the work of those editing.  If you have quality recording 
equipment (relatively new) you could loan to church, please 
contact John Young.  If you’d like to learn & serve in editing 
services, speak to Mark or John. 
 

Anglicare store.  Currently the Anglicare store has closed.  

However, every Wednesday 10am-2pm, a staff member will 
answer phone (6351 3088), advise customer of what products are 
available in Pantry, conduct $10 eftpos phone transaction advise of 
local delivery or specify a pick up time from shops back 
door.   Volunteers for delivery welcome!  

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnuMfxexSgmazKVkzjDCbkw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs6P3zNC6S85ZEKaxsO69xw

