
 

Parish Newsletter for May 31st 2020 
 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
We’ve been struggling & adapting to maintain God’s instruction: ‘Let us not give up 
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-- 
and all the more as you see the Day approaching.’ (Hebrews 10v25).  I sense a rising hope 
that our time online will soon give way to meeting in person.  Currently, the Parish 
Council are giving careful thought & planning to what meeting together will look like – all 
under diocesan & government guidance.  As keen as many are to start meeting, we’ve still no date.  It’s prudent to assume 
we’ll be gathering ‘online’ for time yet – that we might love those with real health concerns.   
For all those who are keen to be back together again, some of us will be quite enjoying online church.  The convenience of 
prayer, teaching, praise & hearing from others – all in a neat package enjoyed from a lounge more comfortable than any 
pew.   We who are enjoying this format, need to remember that church is participatory – not complacent.  God designed 
church to bring unlikely people together - & it’s in ‘having to love’ the body of Christ that we grow to be like Jesus 
(something we can’t do simply meet with friends & family through online church). 
Please keep praying for our whole church family.  Pray for patience & humility to authorities for those keen to meet.  For 
those tempted to resist ‘re-meeting’: passion & a heart for sacrifice.  Pray for us all, shaped by Peter Adam’s ’11 reasons 
you need to belong to a church’: 
 

1. Because you need the regular support and encouragement of Christian fellowship.  The Christian life is not 
designed to be lived in isolation, and those who try it that way are likely to crash! (See Hebrews 
3:12,13, 10:25; Colossians 3:16.) 
2. Because fellowship provided by Christian friends is no substitute for belonging to a church.  You choose your 
friends because their ideas and style are similar to your own, God puts different people in a congregation so they can 
learn from each other. (See Titus 2:1-10.) 
3. Because gifts can only rightly be used by someone who is a member of a congregation.  Gifts are primarily for the 
congregation, not for the individual and are rightly used to build up the church. The picture of a church as a body tells 
us that our various gifts complement each other. You don’t see a foot or an eye wandering around by itself! 
(See Romans 12:1-13; 1 Corinthians 12.) 
4. Because God’s basic unit is the church, not the individual.  The story of the Bible is that of God making, shaping and 
refining his people, beginning with Abraham. The lives of individuals like David, Isaiah, the Disciples, and Paul have 
their meaning because they are part of God’s continuous community. It has lasted c.4,000 years – and there are no 
signs that God has changed his plan! (see Genesis 12:1-3; Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 2:11-21.) 
5. Because, without it, you are not paying the price of being a Christian.  The ‘solo flight’ is a very attractive style of 
Christianity for some, but it evades a basic element, the cost of discipleship. Jesus called his followers to serve their 
community of faith… to be ‘slave of all’. (see Mark 10:35-45; Ephesians 5:21.) 
6. Because you cannot understand the New Testament properly unless you belong to a church.  Most of the New 
Testament is addressed to churches. If you only read the Bible privately, then you will not be in the right place to hear 
God’s word. You will ‘privatise’ its message, and so misunderstand it. (See most of Paul’s letters.) 
7. Because basic maturity in faith and knowledge is only found in the church.  The Bible clearly teaches that those 
who cannot cope with the church ‘system’ are immature (see Titus 1:5; Hebrews 13:17), and that maturity and fullness 
of faith are discovered as a corporate experience of the Christian community. (See Ephesians 3:14-21; 4:13-16.)  
8. Because sharing in Baptism and the Lord’s Supper is basic to Christian obedience.  We share in these sacraments 
because of the command of Christ. They are not private rites but corporate actions of the body of Christ. A ‘grab and 
run’ approach is wrong; sharing in them means belonging to a church. (See 1 Corinthians 10:16; 11:17-34; 12:13.) 
9. Because submitting to Christian leadership is integral to New Testament Christianity. ‘Going-it-alone’ is okay in the 
short term, but eventually we err if we imagine that we do not need structures and human authority. God’s provision 
of order and authority in the church is his realistic way of helping us. (See Titus 1:5; Hebrews 13:17.) 
10. Because ministry teams, evangelism teams, and Christian societies are no substitute for churches.  Special groups 
and teams are more exciting than churches, because they attract people of similar aims, ideas and abilities. They do 
good work but are not the same as churches, because they are limited in membership and task oriented. Churches 
have to accept everyone, gifted or not, and so they more accurately reflect God’s free grace. (See Titus 3:1-7.) 
11. Because listening to sermons online is no substitute for receiving God’s words in the church you belong to.  We 
are called to grow to maturity in churches, not only as individuals (see above). We need people to whom we are 
accountable for our hearing of God’s words. The sermon you need to hear next Sunday is from your church minister, 
who loves you and prays for you. You cannot assess the lifestyle of the online preacher, so you cannot assess their 
message. We present an edited version of ourselves online: it is people whom we meet who are better able to assess 
us and evaluate our lives. (See Hebrews 3:12,13; Acts 20:28; 2 Timothy 3:10,11) 

 
In Him, Mark Smith 
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Readings:  
Isaiah 25v6-9 
2 Corinthians 5v1-6v2 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Keeping in Contact 
 
Ministry contacts: 
 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
  

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
  

Office Administration 
Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Fridays 9 – 4pm 
 

People I need to contact.  After 

reading this & joining in ‘church’, 
who are the one or two people God 
put on my heart to contact & pray 
for? 
 

 
  

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 
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Words of encouragement: Update from our Mission partner, Sarah Vigar 
 

 
Though we haven't been able to see many of you recently, we've been very aware & thankful for your partnership in 
prayer as we've dealt with lots of change & our incompetency in learning new ways of doing ministry! Thank you for 
your prayers! 
 
We'd love for you to join us at a partnership event for CBM (the 
campus group Sarah is serving with), it'll be a chance for us to say 
thank you, to meet the rest of the staff team, hear from some 
students & experience what online ministry has been like for us!  
 
When: Monday 1st June, 7.30-8:30pm 
Where: Your home! We'll be meeting online via Zoom. 
You can join via this link 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86922413065?pwd=ZzJrd1BBVjdlU0NxY3dISjdmRlhPZz09 
Or if you have the zoom app you can enter in the meeting ID & password below... 
Meeting ID: 869 2241 3065 
Password: cbmpenrith 
 

On Campus    
Even though I (Sarah) haven't physically been on campus (& it sounds like we won't be in person for a while), the 
ministry has been continuing online. Please thank God for a relatively smooth transition online & no technical 
issues so far, for students attending regularly still & for those that have been faithfully joining our new prayer 
meetings 3 mornings a week.  
 
It's likely that, despite loosening of restrictions, uni will definitely be online for the rest of this semester & possibly 
part of semester 2. Please pray that we'd have wisdom as we tentatively plan for what ministry in Semester 2 & 
over the break might look like, and for energy & enthusiasm to keep encouraging students online. Whilst doing 
ministry online is not the ideal, I (Sarah) am thankful for the certainty that this gives for what life looks like for the 
next month or so, that new routines can continue and that the flexibility of working from home actually means I can 
do more 1-2-1's than I was previously able to fit into my 3 days on campus. Please pray that I'd be faithful in this 
season of online ministry, have good routines to keep growing in godliness & wisdom to use my time well.   
 
One big ministry over the break that's been affected by COVID-19 is MYC (Mid Year Conference). MYC would 
normally be a big week away with students from all the WSU & ACU campuses, with lots of time in fellowship & 
digging deep into God's word. This year will be a shorter online conference with each campus being more 
independent than normal. There's definite sadness in loosing some of the intensity & fellowship that we'd normally 
have at MYC, but we're thankful that we can still work together & have MYC in a different format. Please pray for us 
as we try to plan, but still be flexible, not knowing what circumstances will be at the end of June & that students 
would be willing to spend more time online digging deeper into the topic of 'Prayer & the sovereignty of God'. 
 
God has been answering your prayers that we'd be able to follow up new students, it's been great having E join a 
bible study recently (particularly since her timetable wouldn't have allowed her to join a group if we were meeting in 
person), I've also been reading Philippians with G (who I've never met in person!) & it was exciting this week to 
finally get 2 first year girls I've been following up since orientation day to meet together with me to read 1 Peter & 
lock in a time for the rest of the semester! Please continue to pray that we'd follow up new students well, that 
they'd get to know other Christian students (not just staff members!) & be spurred on to live as Christian students 
online. 
 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name: ANGLICAN PARISH of LITHGOW DIRECT 
GIVING   
BSB -  062591    Account No. – 10085204 
At the bank - Use the above details to make a deposit at 
the bank 
Cheque - Send to PO Box 192 Lithgow, NSW, 2790 

Giving in the time of COVID-19 
The wardens would encourage all to give online where they are 
able.  If you prefer to give in person, on the first Sunday of each 
month 2 trustworthy people will be on-site to receive offertory.   
The next date is Sunday 7th June:  Lithgow - 11:15-11:30am; 
Wallerawang – 11:45am-12:00pm; Portland – 12:15-12:30pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86922413065?pwd=ZzJrd1BBVjdlU0NxY3dISjdmRlhPZz09


 

Prayer Points 
Collect for Sunday 31st May - O God, the king of 

glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 

with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 

thank you for sending your Holy Spirit to strengthen 

us, and exalt us to where our Saviour Christ has gone 

before, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for evermore.  Amen. 

Monday - Praise God, reflecting on these words 

from Psalm 100: Shout for joy to the LORD, all the 

earth.  Worship the LORD with gladness; come 

before him with joyful songs.  Know that the LORD is 

God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his 

people, the sheep of his pasture. 

Tuesday - Pray for our mission partner: Mark Muss 

(Anglican Chaplain to Lithgow Correctional Centre).  

He’ll be joining us for church on 7th June 

Wednesday - Give thanks for our Wardens & Parish 

council (Robert Hookham, John Stevens, Eric Young, 

Billinda Auld, James Barnes< Nick McKinney & 

Bronwyn Webb).  Pray they would be wise & 

energetic in creating the conditions for us all to use 

our gifts & build Christ’s church – especially in these 

complex times. 

Thursday - Give thanks that Jesus humbled himself 

(Philippians 2).  Pray that you might grow in humility 

– putting others needs first, like our Lord did. 

Friday - Give thanks for the privilege of work – not 

just paid work, but all opportunities to use God’s 

gifts to build communities of love.  Pray that God 

would use your work, to increase the love of God & 

others.  Pray for those without the paid work they 

need, for God to sustain them. 

Saturday - Ask God to guard your speech - The 

mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life (Proverbs 

10v11).  Confess to him the sins of your tongue. 

Collect for Sunday 7th June - Almighty God, who 

taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending 

to them the light of your Holy Spirit: grant to us by 

the same Spirit to have a right judgement in all 

things and always to rejoice in his holy comfort; 

through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever.  Amen 

Notices 
 

CAP Home budgeting Course.  CAP Money teaches 

people from all walks of life how to create a budget and prevent 
bad debt. CAP (Christians Against Poverty) are passionate to run 
this video-based course through the local church, to release 
people in our community from the burden of debt, poverty and 
its causes. We are running the course again for church members 
& the community: 
3 Thursday nights: 7-9pm, 11th, 18th & 25th June at Lithgow 
Church Hall (small groups allowed under new restrictions).  
Contact Chris Barnett chrisjbarnett@bigpond.com  
 
 

Catch up & share online church, Glow & ONE.  If 
you missed a previous service – or think it would be helpful for 
someone else – all online church is available at our youtube page.  
Either go to youtube & search ‘Lithgow Anglican’, or use this 
direct link 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnuMfxexSgmazKVkzjDCbk
w 
The same possibility is there for our children’s ministry GLOW & 
youth ministry ONE.  A great resource for our younger members 
& their friends.  You can find it through our youtube page or this 
direct link 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs6P3zNC6S85ZEKaxsO69x
w 
 
 

June’s Fresh Food Day – Sunday 14th.  Our partnership 

with Anglicare in providing Fresh Food & a Mobile Pantry is 
needed now more than ever. It’s a hand up, not simply a hand 
out.   In June we’d welcome more volunteers (to allow for shifts 
& prevent the double-up some had to do).  Volunteer are needed 
on Friday 12th June from 1-4pm (or part), Sunday 14th  11:15am at 
Lithgow, & 4pm at Portland.  Contact Mark if you’d like to be 
involved. 
 

Discovering Christianity (3-2-1).  Lockdown is the 

perfect opportunity to explore Christianity in the ‘privacy’ of 
online resources.  3-2-1 is a website with clips & questions that 
explain the gospel.  To quote: ‘If Christianity is a house, consider 
321 ‘the grand tour’. You’re invited to step inside and have a look 
at the Christian faith from within.’  Check it out yourself, & then 
share with friends & Family: http://three-two-one.org/  
 

Sarah Vigar’s online partnership event.  Our mission 

partner, Sarah, invites all to join them via zoom on  Monday 1st 
June from 7.30-8.30pm, you'll get to meet the staff team & some 
of our students, hear what ministry online has looked like & how 
they’re hoping to grow in the future, as well as ask questions of 
staff & pray for the ministry.  All the details are on page 3 of this 
newsletter 

 

At this time of separation, it’s important to encourage one another by sharing how God 
has worked in us & continues to work through us.  Email your personal testimonies to 

Mark (400-500 words). 
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