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Dear Friends, 
 
Everyone is 
welcome in 
Christ’s kingdom.  
Race doesn’t 
matter.  Gender 
doesn’t matter.  
Age doesn’t 
matter. God 

values us from the moment of conception.  Psalm 139 
reminds us we are fearfully & wonderfully made; each one 
of us is ‘knitted together’ by God in our mother’s womb.  
The reality of who we are begins at the earliest moment – 
both sinful (Psalm 51v5 ‘Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful 
from the time my mother conceived me.’ NIV) & capable of 
praise (Psalm71v6 ‘Upon you I have leaned from before my 
birth; you are he who took me from my mother's womb. My 
praise is continually of you.’ ESV).  Children are no less 
valuable & responsive to God when they are born.  Christ 
makes an example of children’s capacity for total 
dependence as a model for Christian faith (Matthew 18v3).  
It’s a first order priority that children should be raised in the 
fear & knowledge of God.  As God’s people entered the 
promised land, in Deuteronomy 6, God’s commands were to 
be on their heart & they were to ‘impress them on their 
children’.  They were to share the truth of God at every 
opportunity (talking about them at home & walking along).  
They were to do it formally & informally.   
 
The value of young believers shapes one of our focus for 
2021 as a church: YOUTH.  Our children are not just the 
church of tomorrow, they are an important part of the 
church today.  Our Youth are not simply ‘disciples-in-
making’, they are fellow disciples.  Our youngest members – 
just like our oldest – are vital members of the body of 
Christ.  They are both needed & needing others.   
 
There are lots of ways this finds expression.  Our 5 year plan 
sets out some: 

 
 
Beyond that, let me suggest 4 practical tips to various 
‘categories’ in church. 
 
To younger members: Actively learn discipleship.  You are 
part of Christ’s body & a disciple of Him now.  God has 

provided in older Christians lots of wisdom & godly 
examples.  Get to know older Christians.  Watch their lives.  
Ask them questions about following Jesus.   Don’t hold back 
from being part of church & mixing across ages. 
 
To parents of youth & children: Get your children serving.  
Young disciples are grown as you give opportunity for them 
to express their faith (not simply be filled with information).  
Jocelyn Loane writes helpfully: There are so many little ways 
we can get kids involved that mean so much to them. 
Distributing handouts, serving morning tea, a youth band, 
Bible reading, leading Sunday school, picking up rubbish. 
From many years of observing parent-run activities like 
netball and soccer, I’ve noticed there are two tendencies of 
parents. There are the ones who just turn up and complain 
about how it’s being run, and there are those who get 
involved, actually run it and mostly enjoy it. You are as 
invested as your level of volunteering in any organisation; 
how much more at church? 
 
To all adults: Talk to youth & Children at church.  You need 
them, as much as they need you.  & as the longer 
established followers of Jesus, the onus is on you to pass 
gospel faith & life on.  You can’t entrust the faith to the next 
generation if you don’t know them.  It’s particularly hard in 
COVID – but that means we need to be more creative.  
Again, Jocelyn Loane gives this tip that could easily be 
adapted for your circumstance:  A friend at my church has 
her kids each prepare a question in advance to ask an adult 
guest when they come for lunch. It is so lovely to be asked 
with genuine interest what my favourite colour is! When we 
have guests from church that aren’t the same age as our 
kids, we still ask our kids to hang about and be involved. 
Being part of the body means we’d like them to relate to all 
of it, from the babies to the elderly. 
 
To everyone: Pray for those teaching our children & youth.  
Our current ministry leaders in Children’s & Youth are: 
 

SRE: Primary: Peter & Gaye Avery, Janet Baker, Toni Dean, 
Declan Smith, John Young; Lithgow High: Samuel Ogg 
Glow (Fridays for school years K-6): Andrew Doran, Sam 
Doran, Scott & Tiarne Hookham, Tracy Staines, Sophie 
Young, John Young 
ONE (Fridays for school years 6-12):  Matt & Laura 
Dickson; Mel Hatte, Lise Hodgkinson, Lauren Hookham, 
John Young, 
KFJs (Sunday at Lithgow, up to year 2): Geoff Ogg, 
Adelaide Smith, Matilda Smith 
Tic Tacs (Sunday at Lithgow, school years 3-7): Jill 
Hookham, Lauren Hookham, John Young. 
Portland Kids Church: John Young & various congregants 
(Julie Roberts, Katie Barnes, Toni Dean, James Barnes, 
Sharyn Hewitt) 

 
In Him, Mark Smith 
 



Sermon notes:  
Luke 9v1-50 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 
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Word of encouragement:  ‘What Easter means to me’ 
  Reflections on Easter from the Wreath-Making event 
 

‘It was a joy for me working with our 2 daughters Ingrid and Penelope, planning 
and preparing the wreath kits. We had a lovely afternoon filling the hall with 
flowers. 
Flowers remind us of the pain of death and the promise of new life, it seems 
appropriate we did this for Easter. Because our family is scattered across NSW 
Easter provides an opportunity to get together.  It’s also a time to pause and 
reflect on the death of Christ and the new life offered to us in his resurrection.’ 
(Jenni Christison – 8am Congregation) 
 
 
‘Easter is for me, the most significant festive season. At Christmas we think 
about the greatest gift that God has ever given. And at Easter we see the 
fullness of that gift and the cost.  
 
On Good Friday I am so aware of the cost. I am humbled by the sacrifice that 
God made on that day.  
 
The bible is clear that the cost of sin is death. And at Easter we see the greatest 
act of love, when Jesus, laid down His life for my sins. And when I think of Jesus, 
the Son of God hanging on that cross, I am completely awestruck to think that 
He did that for me. That I am so precious to God, so deeply loved by God that 
he would die to take away my punishment. He didn’t have to, he didn’t want to 
but He did. What an amazing act of love. And so, on Good Friday I am 
overwhelmed with thankfulness. 
 
And then Sunday. Resurrection Sunday. It’s my favourite. There is something so 
joyful, uplifting and freeing about Easter Sunday. Here I celebrate the 
wonderful promise of eternity with God. Because here sin is finally defeated, 
when Jesus rose from the grave, God defeated death and because of that, I 
don’t fear death. Because of what God did that first Easter means I have the 
assured hope of heaven. And because of that hope, the way I see and interact 
in this life is different. In the darkest of times - there is hope and the Brightest 
moments are full of thankfulness and joy. 
 
That’s what Easter means to me.’  (Chantelle Gill – 10am congregation) 

 

Keeping in Contact 
Ministry contacts: 
Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
 

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
 

Parish Council 
Sue Engeler    0431 101 476 
Nick McKinney       0450 098 973 
David Moffitt    0409 047 111 
Bronwyn Webb    0416 189 960  
 
Pastoral contacts  
(Growth Group leaders) 
Peter Avery     6352 3059 
Julie Barnett     6352 2553 
James Barnes     0424 825 369 
Erica Debeuzeville  0466 994 741 
Andrew Doran     0466 734 110 
Ralph Fairbairn     0400 302 901 
Jill Hookham     0403 502 181 
Philippe Reyter      6352 1803 
Garry Roberts     0400 075 761 
Julie Roberts     0429 911 643 
Anna Smith      0424 340 687 
Declan Smith     0474 231 223 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 

 
Ministry Teams & Leaders 
Blessing Relationships (Julie 
Roberts): Seeking to strengthen 
relationships in our community (in 
church & beyond) 
 
Mercy Ministry (George Auld): 
seeking to serve spiritual needs by 
meeting physical & emotional 
difficulties.  
 
Reaching Out (James Barnes): 
Seeking to make disciples of Jesus 
from this town & the world 
 
Youth & Children’s (John Young): 
seeking to make youth & children in 
our town & church disciples of Jesus 



Prayer Points 
 

Collect for Sunday – Almighty and everlasting 
God, in tender love towards mankind you sent 
your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, to take our 
nature upon him and to suffer death on the cross, 
that all mankind should follow the example of his 
great humility: grant that we may follow the 
example of his suffering, and also be made 
partakers of his resurrection; through him who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now 
and for ever.  Amen. 
 

Monday - Give thanks for God’s great provision.   
Give thanks for the productivity & bounty of the 
earth.  Pray for fruitful harvests & for us to be 
wise stewards of all God has entrusted to us. 
 

Tuesday - Approaching Easter, reflect on the 
woman who honoured Christ by anointing him 
with expensive oil (Matthew 26).  Pray for God to 
fill you with a lavish delight in Christ, that you 
would do beautiful things for Him. 

 

Wednesday - Reflect on Jesus’ willingness to 
humble himself, washing his disciples’ feet on his 
final night (John 13).  Give thanks for His loving 
model & ask that we might be like Him. 
 

Thursday – Intercede by name for all those you 
know who need to be transformed by the 
message of Easter.  Pray too for God to pour out 
His Spirit on our community & take many from 
death to life in Christ.  
 

Friday – Reflect on Hebrews 2v14-15 ‘Since the 
children have flesh and blood, he too shared in 
their humanity so that by his death he might 
destroy him who holds the power of death--that 
is, the devil-- and free those who all their lives 
were held in slavery by their fear of death.’  Praise 
God as the redeemer.  The one who buys back 
those in the slavery of sin & the devil. 
 

Saturday - Remember the sick, ageing & dying.  
Pray for those who live in fear of death & its’ dark 
shadow.  Pray that they might find hope through 
faith in the Risen Jesus. 
 

Collect for Easter Sunday - Almighty and 
everlasting God, in tender love towards mankind 
you sent your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, to 
take our nature upon him and to suffer death on 
the cross, that all mankind should follow the 
example of his great humility: grant that we may 
follow the example of his suffering, and also be 
made partakers of his resurrection; through him 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
now and for ever.  Amen 

Notices 
Easter Services. Good Friday 2nd April – Reflective Communion 

service for all 8am, 10am* & 3pm* (*with children’s programme). 
Resurrection Sunday 4th April – Celebration service for all 8am, 10am* 
& 3pm* (*with children’s programme).  Postcards are available at the 
back of church.  Take as many as you’d like to give to friends & family, 
place in your workplace or favourite café (with permission). 

 

Rosters now available.   Rosters for our 8am, 10am & 3pm 

services have been produced for April to June.  If you think you might 
be on it, please check them carefully.  If you missed out on formal 
serving, it wasn’t intentional – please let Mark know your willingness. 
The roster have been circulated through the weekly email, & some 
printed spares will be at the back of church.  Should you require one 
printed, let Mark know (or ask a friend).  
 

New partnership with Anglican Aid.  This Sunday we 

welcome Rev. Tim Swan (CEO of Anglican Aid) to all our services.   
Our new partnership with Anglican Aid will see us supporting a 
particular project in Tanzania:  Karagwe Disability Program (CBIDO) 
 
The project is explained on their website: The Anglican Diocese of 
Kagera and Anglican Aid are working together to show the love of 
Christ to all people in word and deed. In Tanzania, people living with a 
disability suffer from discrimination, social isolation and lack 
opportunities to break out of the poverty cycle. They can miss out on 
education and medical care, even food and shelter. Babies born with a 
disability are sometimes considered cursed, and there is little hope of a 
better future. 
 
The Community Based Inclusive 
Development Organization 
(CBIDO), also known as Karagwe 
Disabilities, is changing lives 
through their work in the Kagera 
Region by improving medical care, 
rehabilitation and access to 
education and employment. 
Anglican Aid and the Diocese are 
partnering with them as they focus 
on making it possible for children to 
go to school and adults trained so 
they can make a living. They 
provide support for the families, 
disability advocacy and ongoing 
monitoring and evaluation. 
 

No Newsletters, mid-week emails or printed sermons 
in April (after Easter).  Mark Smith will be on annual leave 

between Easter & Anzac Day.  As such, there will be a break on the 
usual information & updates. 
 

Archbishop’s farewell service.  Friday 26th March, 2021 at 

7.00pm.   Whilst the service at St Andrews Cathedral is fully booked, 
you can watch it on https://youtu.be/UVdSh6ryT6M 

 

https://youtu.be/UVdSh6ryT6M

