
 

Parish Newsletter for June 28th 2020 
 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
Our Bishop recently advised: ‘Things are moving so fast that I wonder if 
churches should just pause for a moment, analyse where we are at and wait 
for a couple of more weeks to see what happens as we approach July 1. We 
can then make more meaningful plans when we get to that point.’   It’s wise 
advice that we are heeding.  But we need to be careful to understand 
what’s meant by ‘pausing’.  ‘Pausing’ is to do with our method, not our 
mission.  ‘Pausing’ is about our packaging – we are being cautious about 
decisions of whether we meet live or online, & what form ‘live’ takes.  ‘Pausing’ is not about the content of 
what we do & who we are.   
 
There is no ‘pause’ on ‘Knowing Jesus, Serving Jesus, Proclaiming Jesus’.  Lock-down has provided new 
opportunities to know Jesus.  Online church has reconnected us with the housebound & those who’ve moved.  
Restricted social life has seen some invest more regularly & deeply in reading the Bible & listening to edifying 
podcasts.  Lock-down has also provided new opportunities to serve Jesus.  New needs have been recognised – 
from the need for a phone call to shopping done for others.  New gifts are unearthed – like our wonderful 
‘production team’ who serve unseen to bring online church together each week.  Lock-down has also created 
opportunities to proclaim Jesus.  Gospel conversations are had, that without the difficult circumstances, would 
never had been had.  Links to services are shared with those who are outside the field of those we normally 
could invite to church.  There is no ‘pause’ on Knowing, Serving & Proclaiming Jesus. 
 
At our commitment Sunday service last November, I called on the church family to pray shaped by Luke 10v2: : 
‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into 
his harvest field.’   I asked us to pray it personally every day.  I asked us to pray it with one other person once a 
week.  We’ve no need to pause that prayer.  Instead, this is the time to pray it all the more.    With that, pray 
we’d do 2 things: 
 
First, pray we’d keep proclaiming Jesus ‘central’.   With all that’s happening around us, the temptation is to 
allow ‘outreach’ – sharing the good news of Christ with those who don’t know Him as their Lord & Saviour – to 
be sidelined.  The temptation is to forget that proclaiming Jesus is not just important, it’s urgent.  Now is the 
day of salvation!  Pray we’d remember in all this who God has made us as ‘the church’: 

‘God does not merely send the church in mission.  God already is in mission & the church must join Him.  
This also means, then, that the church does not simply have a missions department; it should wholly 
exist to BE a mission’.  (Keller) 

 
Second, pray we’d keep proclaiming Jesus ‘simple’.  With the variety of restrictions on meeting, it can all feel 
too hard & too complex.  I feel it.  I feel the weight of communication when we can’t meet, & the challenge of 
cleaning, distancing, ushering & registering if we do meet.  It feels complex & hard.  Pray we’d remember that 
telling the good news of Jesus is, in reality, really simple.  It’s sharing what you know of Jesus with someone 
else.  It’s that easy.  JC Ryle warned in his day how we can make proclaiming Jesus more complex than it is: 

‘It is a certain fact that deep reasoning and elaborate arguments are not the weapons by which God is 
generally pleased to convert souls.  Simple plain statements, boldly and solemnly made, and made in 
such a manner that they are evidently felt and believed by him who makes them, seem to have the most 
effect on hearts & consciences […]  We need not be so anxious as we often are about fencing, and 
proving, and demonstrating, and reasoning out the doctrines of the gospel.  Not one soul in a hundred 
was ever brought to Christ in this fashion.  We want more simple, plain, solemn, earnest, affectionate 
statements of simple gospel truths’  

 
We pause on decisions around packaging & presentation.  But pray there’d be no pause on who we are in 
Christ. 

In Him,  
Mark Smith  

 



This Sunday we welcome our Mission Partner, Cameron Blair 
(with Pioneers, reaching refugees & Uni students in Sydney) 
 
Readings: Psalm 141  
& Revelation 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keeping in Contact 
 
Ministry contacts: 
 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
  

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
  

Office Administration 
Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Fridays 9 – 4pm 
 

People I need to contact.  After 

reading this & joining in ‘church’, 
who are the one or two people God 
put on my heart to contact & pray 
for? 
 

 
  

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 
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Finance Update: the impact of COVID-19   
(Billinda Auld – Parish Treasurer) 

 

We are three months into Covid lockdown and it’s time for a financial update… and the news is amazing! 
 
I reported in March that offertory 
hadn’t changed dramatically, but that 
April would be a telling month due to 
the absence of giving over the plate.  
As it turns out, many of our church 
family immediately started to give 
online instead of over the plate, and 
the increase in the Direct Giving 
account is equivalent to the reduction 
in our offertory given on Sundays. 
This means we currently remain on 
budget for offertory. 
 
Additionally, and incredibly, we 
received 2 anonymous donations in 
April, each approx. $5,000, and 
another similar amount at the start of May.  
 
This is nothing short of a miracle and we thank God for his provision through his faithful servants. 
 
Other giving 
From January to March the following amounts were given to mission and other funds:  

• CMS - $1034 ($107 of which was from Women’s World Day of Prayer held at Portland); BCA - $338; 

Bible Society $80; Arise - $42; Compassion - $27; Nungalinya College $442 (Australia Day retiring 

offertory) 

• Organ - $420 (Total in hand $994) 

• Enid Stahl Trust - $6,514 

• Bereavement Ministry - $100 (Total in hand $1,891) 

 
As I was reading ahead through 2 Corinthians, I was struck by these words: 

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also 
reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all 
things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. As it is written: 

“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their righteousness endures forever.”  
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed 
and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way so that you can be 
generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 

2 Corinthians 9:6-11 
May God bless you all for your generosity. 
Billinda (Treasurer) 

  

Direct Giving details 
Account Name:  
ANGLICAN PARISH of LITHGOW DIRECT GIVING   
BSB -  062591    Account No. – 10085204 
At the bank  
- Use the above details to make a deposit at the bank 
Cheque - Send to PO Box 192 Lithgow, NSW, 2790 

Giving in the time of COVID-19 
The wardens would encourage all to give online where they are 
able.  If you prefer to give in person, on the first Sunday of each 
month 2 trustworthy people will be on-site to receive offertory.   
The next date is today: Sunday 5th July:  Lithgow - 11:15-
11:30am; Wallerawang – 11:45am-12:00pm; Portland – 12:15-
12:30pm 
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Prayer Points 
Collect for Sunday - Graciously hear us, Lord God; and 
grant that we, to whom you have given the desire to 
pray, may by your mighty aid be defended and 
strengthened in all dangers and adversities; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Monday - Pray over this reason for ‘needing church’: 
Because basic maturity in faith and knowledge is only 
found in the church.  The Bible clearly teaches that 
those who cannot cope with the church ‘system’ are 
immature (see Titus 1:5; Hebrews 13:17), and that 
maturity and fullness of faith are discovered as a 
corporate experience of the Christian community. 
(See Ephesians 3:14-21; 4:13-16.)  
 

Tuesday – Reflect on this passage & let it shape your 
praise: A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, 
is God in his holy dwelling. God sets the lonely in 
families, he leads forth the prisoners with singing; but 
the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land. (Psalm 68:5-6)  
Wednesday - Pray over this reason for ‘needing 
church’: Because sharing in Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper is basic to Christian obedience.  We share in 
these sacraments because of the command of Christ. 
They are not private rites but corporate actions of the 
body of Christ. A ‘grab and run’ approach is wrong; 
sharing in them means belonging to a church. (See 1 
Corinthians 10:16; 11:17-34; 12:13.) 
 

Thursday – Reflect on this passage & let it guide your 
requests: Hear my prayer, O LORD God Almighty; listen 
to me, O God of Jacob. Look upon our shield, O God; 
look with favour on your anointed one. Better is one day 
in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I would 
rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than 
dwell in the tents of the wicked.(Psalm 84:8-10) 
 

Friday - Pray over this reason for ‘needing church’: 
Because submitting to Christian leadership is integral 
to New Testament Christianity. ‘Going-it-alone’ is okay 
in the short term, but eventually we err if we imagine 
that we do not need structures and human authority. 
God’s provision of order and authority in the church is 
his realistic way of helping us. (See Titus 1:5; Hebrews 
13:17.) 
 

Saturday – Continue to intercede for all those denied 
justice in this life – especially on racial grounds.  Pray for 
God’s Kingdom to come & all to be found ready. 
 

Collect for Sunday - Almighty God, protector of all who 
put their trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, 
nothing is holy: increase and multiply upon us your 
mercy, so that with you as our ruler and guide, we may 
pass through things temporal that we finally lose not 
the things eternal; grant this, heavenly Father, for our 
Lord Jesus Christ’s sake.  Amen 
 

Notices 
 

Holy Communion (28th June).  This Sunday, we’ll not 

only welcome our Mission Partner, Cameron Blair, we will also 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  As it’s online, please log in with 
your bread & wine/juice ready.  
 

Prayer meetings in July – 5th, 12th & 19th.   In our 

cautious return to meeting live, we are holding 3 Sunday 
prayer meetings across the parish in July.  The times are set to 
allow members to attend their ‘regular’ online service. The 
prayer meetings will be a mix of set prayers & times of open 
prayer.   

- In Portland, Sunday 5th July at 9:30am 
- In Wallerawang, Sunday 12th July at 9:30am 
- In Lithgow, Sunday 19th July at 11:30am. 

If you intend to come, please let Mark know.  RSVP helps in us 
running it safely & well.  
 

Gratitude & Giving.   At the start of lock-down, we 

raised concerns about what might happen to our church 
financially.  Our treasurer shared on page 3 the details: in 
God’s kindness & through your generosity, we have been 
spared a crisis.  Thank you & praise God!  If you would like to 
give in-person, you can do so Sunday 5th July at each church 
site. 
 

Cleaning, Registration & Ushering teams. All live 

meetings (including the prayer meetings) will require teams 
trained in cleaning, registration & ushering need to be formed 
first.  We welcome volunteers.  So that you know what’s 
involved, we’ve created training clips.  Follow the links to our 
youtube channel. 
Training on Cleaning: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FgHsaPmqIXs&t=1s 
Training on Registration: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i9_2m6yHzlQ&t=7s 
Training on Ushering: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWD9G7kgpBc&t=128s 
  

July’s Fresh Food Day – Sunday 12th.  Our 

partnership with Anglicare in providing Fresh Food & a Mobile 
Pantry remains a vital blessing to others. It’s a hand up, not 
simply a handout.   Around 150 bags of fresh food blessed 
others last month. 
 
In July we welcome more volunteers (to allow for shifts & 
prevent the double-up some had to do).  Volunteer are 
needed on Friday 10th July from 1-3pm (receiving & packing); 
& again Sunday 12th 11:15am at Lithgow, & 4:15pm at 
Portland (to distribute the goods & order the pantry).   
Contact Mark if you’d like to be involved. 
 

GLOW & ONE at Home. Our Youth & Children’s 

ministries take a break after Friday 26th June.  Our online 
resources are still useful to use & reuse on a Sunday.  During 
the school holidays, they will resume July 31st.  How they 
return in Term 3 is to be finalised.  

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus%201.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2013.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%203.14-21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ephesians%204.13-16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2010.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2010.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Corinthians%2011.17-34
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Corinthians%2012.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus%201.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2013.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2013.17
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FgHsaPmqIXs&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i9_2m6yHzlQ&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWD9G7kgpBc&t=128s

