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September 26th 2021 

 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

God’s heart for the lost & His willingness to include us in 
His work of finding them is no side issue.  As I write this, 
my morning devotional reading is still firmly in mind.  
Passage after passage revealed God’s passion for saving 
sinners.  The ‘daily feast’ reading highlighted Luke 10v2, 
where Jesus says: ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers 
are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send 
workers into His harvest field’.   Christ invites us to pray 
for workers - & be willing to be the answer to that prayer.  
In Bruce’s reflection, he challenges us to pray Luke 10v2 
daily for a month & see what happens.   
 

My next reading from a John Stott devotional looked at 
Philips’s ministry in Acts.  God used Philip in ‘mass 
evangelism’ as he brought Christ to the Samaritans.  Then 
God used him for ‘personal evangelism’ as he explained 
the fulfilment of Isaiah 53 in Jesus to the Ethiopian official.  
Across race, social standing & religious backgrounds, God 
used Philip to bring the good news of Jesus to the lost – 
able to alter his method, but not compromise the 
message.   
 

My ‘unaided’ Bible reading in Philemon brought the same 
thread home.  Paul writes to Philemon on behalf of a 
runaway slave who’s now a brother in Christ.  Paul gives 
thanks for Philemon’s faith in Jesus & love for Christians.  
And his desire for this godly brother is: ‘I pray that you 
may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a 
full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ’ 
(Philemon 6).  The interesting logic is that it by active 
sharing of your faith, that you discover all the good we 
have in Jesus.  As we share in God’s work – we find 
ourselves blessed. 
 

God’s heart for the lost & inclusion of us in the work of 
finding is central.  It’s why each 1 of us is praying for 2 
people we know to come to faith within 3 years (1-2-3).   
It’s why we looking to emerge from lockdown with an 
invitational service on November 7th/8th - ‘Finding light in 
dark times’.   It’s why we won’t cancel it, even if we’re 
exclusively online.  It’s why we are inviting people to 
partner our Youth & children’s leaders in prayer (men 
especially need to step up in this area).  It’s why we are 
not merely giving cookies to the local elderly & isolated – 
they’ll receive a beautiful card with an encouraging word 
& relevant Bible verse.   

 
Sharing in Christ’s passion for saving sinners is the 
framework we need to hear Kathleen Nielsen’s final ‘myth 
about evangelism’.   The first 4 common misconceptions 
were: 1) Evangelism is something I do myself; 2) We 
don’t have to speak the gospel—we just live it. Or at 
least wait and earn the right to speak; 3) Evangelism 
requires special training; & 4) It’s better not to talk about 
hell.    She finishes:  
 

Myth #5: I’ll get to it eventually.  If the eternal torment 
of hell is not a myth, but true, then the myth that we’ll 
eventually get to the task of evangelism is not only self-
deluding but ultimately selfish. The question is whether 
invisible, eternal reality is or isn’t more real to me than 
visible, present comfort. 
 

It was for Jesus. Recently reading through the gospel of 
John, I noticed again how often Jesus talks about his 
Father and being with his Father, in a way that shows 
how real to him was the invisible reality of God and 
heaven—it’s right there. That heaven-mindedness only 
intensified his earthly work, day by day, all the way to 
the cross. May God help us set our minds on 
the real things above—the things that will, in a moment, 
burst through and become visible. 
And then evangelism will be over. Think of it. The Lord 
God will call every single person who has ever lived, 
from all the corners of the globe and out of all the 
graves in the earth and seas, to stand before his 
throne. Do we believe this? 
 

It’s Monday morning as I’m writing. Emails and deadlines 
are waiting. Family is waiting. In the midst of it, may God 
grant me grace to live today with my eyes open and my 
mind and heart full of the Word I heard just yesterday 
with my brothers and sisters and again this morning, as I 
set out for the day. May he make me ready to speak the 
good news, even as I aim to live it out. I’ll fail. I’ll bumble 
my words. But please, Lord, use me, use us, today. 

 

‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  Ask the 
Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send workers into His 
harvest field’.  
 
In Him, Mark Smith



Sermon notes:  Leviticus 19v12-18 & Luke 10v25-42 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 
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Word of encouragement:  Reflections on ‘Leaving a 
living legacy’ – September’s online National 
Grandparenting conference (Bronwyn Webb) 

 

Based on the rewarding experience of attending this conference I would 
recommend all grandparents, surrogates, great aunts and uncles, and even parents 
save the date for next year's event on 2nd and 3rd September 2022, titled 
"Grandparents are the Footsteps for Future Generations "!  
 
This year's conference, organised by the Rev Ian Barnett, CEO and founder of the 
National Grandparent Movement, supported by members and musicians of the 
Figtree Anglican Church, began with a quote from CS Lewis about his own 
grandson- "I pray that he will see Christ in my life and recognise the value of faith", 
and "that the time we have will leave a lasting legacy of encouragement,  faith and 
compassion ". This was the resounding take home message from the 7 speakers of 
the day, accompanied by beautiful musical interludes and a physiotherapist guided 
exercise session as well, with theraband provided!  
 
Rev Ian Barnett spoke of building a path for our grandchildren to follow, being 
involved with them as much as possible and making positive memories to help in 
later life. We need to pass on the power of hope, with Jesus as our focal point, by 
speaking of how God has worked in our lives.  
 
Josh McDowell spoke from his home in the USA about the importance of being 
demonstrative, showing and expressing unfailing love and building strong 
relationships with Christian values. He gave some harsh statistics relating to kids 
whose early relationships were weak or negative becoming angry, rebellious, 
feeling rejected and leading to teenage suicide or imprisonment. "Love cultivates 
the ground to receive the truth".  
 
Rev Dr Andrew Cameron stressed that grandparents can "give from their future", 
with our eyes on heaven- we can "give God" by speaking about our hope in Christ 
and how God has been faithful to us.  
 
Dr Patricia Weerakoon spoke of the importance of intimacy in our lives, being 
deeply known and cared for and knowing and caring for others, an important gift 
to share with grandchildren as well. She quoted Psalm 71 v 17-19 "do not forsake 
me my God till I declare your mighty acts to all who are to come".  
John Anderson AO spoke of the grandparent role in helping children develop a 
moral compass in an increasingly factionalised and distrustful society, "preparing 
the child for the road" and not trying to over-protect by "preparing the road for 
the child"! 
 
Greg Sheridan AO stressed the need to talk more about our faith, about the 
promise of heaven, being kind and truthful and spending time together having fun. 
Ian Barnett and he also discussed his recent book "Christians, the urgent case for 
Jesus in our world".  
 
And Rev Dr Greg Anderson, Anglican Bishop in the N.T. spoke of grandparenting at 
a distance being equally effective and important for a child, as well as 
discussing the need for grandparents in remote areas, and the 2-way blessing of 
being a surrogate grandparent.  
 
At the end of the day we all felt it had been highly engaging and rewarding, and 
felt validated and valued in our grandparent roles. To quote Jay Kesler, "young 
people need what grandparents can give them...a culture connection, a sense of 
their own past, a hope for their own future". In Christ alone, Amen.  

Keeping in Contact 
Ministry contacts: 
Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
 

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Community Pastor (Part-time) 
James Barnes      0424 825 369 
james.barnes@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
 

Parish Council 
Sue Engeler    0431 101 476 
Nick McKinney       0450 098 973 
David Moffitt    0409 047 111 
Bronwyn Webb    0416 189 960  
 

Pastoral contacts  
(Growth Group leaders) 
Peter Avery     6352 3059 
Julie Barnett     6352 2553 
James Barnes     0424 825 369 
Erica Debeuzeville  0466 994 741 
Andrew Doran     0466 734 110 
Ralph Fairbairn     0400 302 901 
Jill Hookham     0403 502 181 
Philippe Reyter      0402 515 165 
Garry Roberts     0400 075 761 
Julie Roberts     0429 911 643 
Anna Smith      0424 340 687 
Declan Smith     0474 231 223 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
 

Ministry Teams & Leaders 
Blessing Relationships (Julie 
Roberts): Seeking to strengthen 
relationships in our community (in 
church & beyond) 
 

Mercy Ministry (George Auld): 
seeking to serve spiritual needs by 
meeting physical & emotional 
difficulties.  
 

Reaching Out (James Barnes): 
Seeking to make disciples of Jesus 
from this town & the world. 
 

Youth & Children’s (John Young): 
seeking to make youth & children in 
our town & church disciples of Jesus 



Prayer Points 
 

Sunday – Lord, give your people grace to 
withstand the temptations of the world, the 
flesh, and the devil, and with pure hearts and 
minds to follow you the only God; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Monday – Praise God that He sustains His 
church in ‘terrible times’ (2 Timothy 3v1) & 
that He knows how to rescue His people (2 
Timothy 3v11). 
 

Tuesday – Give thanks for Christ who 
suffered for ours sake & calls us to follow in 
His steps, shaped by 2 Timothy 3v12 
‘everyone who wants to live a godly life in 
Christ Jesus will be persecuted.’ 
 

Wednesday – Praise God for speaking 
clearly & ask that He’d take away every 
barrier to you hearing His voice, reflecting on 
2 Timothy 3v16-17 ‘All Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, so 
that the man of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work.’ 
 

Thursday – Knowing that one day everyone 
will stand before God’s judgement throne – 
commit yourself to Him & ask Him to speak 
His Word through you, mindful of 2 Timothy 
4v2 ‘Preach the Word; be prepared in season 
and out of season; correct, rebuke and 
encourage--with great patience and careful 
instruction.’ 
 

Friday – Pray for the good news of Jesus to 
spread to every nation, tribe & people.  
Remember especially our mission partners as 
you pray over 2 Timothy 4v17 ‘the Lord stood 
at my side and gave me strength, so that 
through me the message might be fully 
proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it.’ 
 

Saturday – Give thanks for God’s permanent 
presence with His people, shaped by 2 
Timothy 4v22 ‘The Lord be with your spirit. 
Grace be with you all.’ 
 

Sunday – Lord God, without you, we are not 
able to please you; mercifully grant that your 
Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule 
our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Notices 
‘Cookies and a card’ – deliverers wanted: Thanks to all those 

who’ve enthusiastically offered to bake.  We’ve enough offers that ‘bags of 
cookies with a card of encouragement’ will not only get to residents & staff 
in Aged Care by the long weekend – it can also be shared more broadly.   
To make this happen, we are now looking for volunteers to deliver to 
homes in our LGA.  If you’d like to serve this way, please contact George 
Auld 0418 418 821 or gbauld@westnet.com.au 
 

Prayer partnership with Y&C ministry leaders.  ‘I’d like to say 

a huge thank you all those who have signed up as Prayer Partners for our 
Youth and Children’s ministry leaders. There are still more leaders and 
ministries that we would dearly love to cover in prayer. Fellas, I’d like to 
make a special call out to you, but we’d love more women and men to join 
in.  In Christ, John’ 
 

In-Person Offertory.  The wardens would encourage all to give online 

where they are able.  If you prefer to give in person, given the ongoing 
restrictions, on the first Sunday of October 2 trustworthy people will be 
on-site to receive offertory.   Come in person on Sunday 3rd October:  
Lithgow - 8:15-8:30am; Wallerawang – 8:45am-9am; Portland – 9:15-
9:30am 
 

Online Church 10am livestream & catchup:  With our 

lockdown extension confirmed beyond 10th September, we are unable to 
meet in person for public corporate worship at Lithgow, Wallerawang or 
Portland.  A service will be livestreamed at 10am on Sunday, & it remains 
on our Youtube channel (LPA Church) for you to watch or share later.  
There are also resources for younger members. 
 

Making the most of this time:  Complex times call for creative 

solutions.  If you’ve ideas to grow God’s kingdom at this time that you’d 
like to invite others to join you in making a reality – contact relevant 
Ministry Team leaders (Julie, James, George or John) or Mark.  
 

Rostered serving.  Given the limits on in-person church, our rostered 

formal service on a Sunday has largely not been called on.  Those rosters 
will run out – possibly before we are meeting again.  As new rosters are 
optimistically prepared, please let Mark know if you’d prefer not to serve 
as previously rostered – or keen to step in. 
 

Lifting our voices to God.  If you missed the encouraging online 

diocese-wide prayer & praise meeting last Wednesday, you can catch up 
here:    https://praytogether.online/ 
 

Pioneers Connect.  Our mission partners the Blairs serve with 

Pioneers.  7:30pm, 18th October all are invited to an online event: ‘For a 
great prize’.  Cross cultural workers will share what motivated them to take 
the gospel to unreached people groups.  RSVP to info@pioneers.org.au to 
receive your link to the event.  

 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name: ANGLICAN PARISH of LITHGOW DIRECT GIVING   
BSB -  062591      Account No. – 10085204 
At the bank - Use the above details to deposit at the bank (CBA) 
Cheque - Send to PO Box 192 Lithgow, NSW, 2790 
In person – Sunday 3rd October, those who’d prefer to give in 
person can: Lithgow - 8:15-8:30am; Wallerawang – 8:45am-9am; 
Portland – 9:15-9:30am 

Groups that we are able to pass your giving on 
to: 

 

Some choose to give through us to others (by 
marking their giving).  We can do this for the 
following groups: AFES; Anglican Aid; Anglicare; 
Arise; BCA; CAP; CMS (Newbys); Fresh Food; LCEA; 
Open Doors; MAF (Hadfields); Pioneers (Blair); 
Winter Appeal; Nungalinya College 

 

mailto:info@pioneers.org.au

