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Dear Friends, 
 
When Christ’s arrival was announced by angels, it was 
announced as a message of ‘Good news & great joy’ 
for all people (Luke 2v10).  It’s a small line, but so 
important to remember as we look to August 9, 16 & 
23 when Archie Poulos will be speaking on ‘Christ: 
Here & beyond’.  Each week is a chance for us to 
rejoice.  To rejoice that Christ is closer than we 
imagine (Aug 9th).  To rejoice that Christ is both your 
Lord & the Lord of the Universe (Aug 16th).  To rejoice 
that Christ invites us to change the world (Aug 23rd).   
The news of Jesus is good news of great joy.  I’d 
encourage you to reflect on that in 2 ways: 
 
First, it’s joy for us.  ‘Knowing God is a relationship 
calculated to thrill a man’s heart’ (J I Packer).   The 
gospel is intellectually engaging & holds up to 
investigation.  But it’s not just about persuading your 
mind.  The joy of the gospel is that it engages ‘your 
whole self’.   Packer also writes:  

‘In the New Testament, grace means God’s love in 
action toward people who merited the opposite of 
love.  Grace means God moving heaven & earth to 
save sinners who could not lift a finger to save 
themselves.  Grace means God sending his only 
Son to the cross to descend into hell so that we 
guilty ones might be reconciled to God & received 
into heaven’. 

That truth is designed to fill us with joy.  God moved 
heaven & earth to save you. 
 
Second, it’s joy for God.  Yes, it’s also joy for all – 
those not yet Christians.  It’s joy for all people.  But 
strikingly, the gospel is joy not only for humanity.  It’s 
joy for God Himself.  Our God is a God of joy 
expressed in the gospel.  Zephaniah 3v17 looked 
forward to it: ‘The LORD your God is with you, he is 
mighty to save. He will take great delight in you, he 
will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you 
with singing.’  God rejoices over the people He saves 
by singing.  Singing is a way of pointing to joy that 
can’t be contained, joy that engages more than the 
mind.  God’s own joy is in redeeming the lost.  JC Ryle 
reflects on Luke 10v21 ‘At that time Jesus, full of joy 
through the Holy Spirit, said, "I praise you, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 

these things from the wise and learned, and revealed 
them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your 
good pleasure.’  Ryle writes: 
 

This is the one instance on record of our Lord 
Jesus Christ rejoicing. We read, that in "that hour, 
Jesus rejoiced in spirit." Three times we are told in 
the Gospels that our Lord Jesus Christ wept. Once 
only we are told that He rejoiced. 
And what was the cause of our Lord's joy? It was 
the conversion of souls. It was the reception of the 
Gospel by the weak and lowly among the Jews — 
when the "wise and prudent" on every side were 
rejecting it. Our blessed Lord no doubt saw much in 
this world to grieve Him. He saw the obstinate 
blindness and unbelief of the vast majority of those 
among whom He ministered. But when He saw a 
few poor men and women receiving the glad tiding 
of salvation — even His heart was refreshed. He 
saw it, and was glad. 
 
Let all Christians mark our Lord's conduct in this 
matter, and follow His example. They find little in 
the world to cheer them. They see around them, a 
vast multitude walking in the broad way that leads 
to destruction — careless, hardened, and 
unbelieving. They see a few here and there, and 
only a few, who believe to the saving of their souls. 
Let this sight make them thankful. Let them bless 
God that any at all are converted, and that any at 
all believe. 
 
We do not sufficiently realize the sinfulness of 
man. We do not reflect that the conversion of any 
soul is a miracle — a miracle as great as the raising 
of Lazarus from the dead! Let us learn from our 
blessed Lord to be more thankful. There is always 
some blue sky, as well as black clouds — if we will 
only look for it. Though only a few are saved — we 
should find reason for rejoicing. It is only through 
free grace and undeserved mercy, that any are 
saved at all. 

 
As we look to the opportunities online church affords 
in August, let’s do so with joy.  
 
In Him, Mark Smith



Readings: Ecclesiastes 2v17-26  
& 1 Thessalonians 4v11-12 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keeping in Contact 
 
Ministry contacts: 
 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
  

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
  

Office Administration 
Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Fridays 9 – 4pm 
 

People I need to contact.  After 

reading this & joining in ‘church’, 
who are the one or two people God 
put on my heart to contact & pray 
for? 
 

 
  

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 
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Words of encouragement: A reflection on J I Packer (by Sam Allberry) 
On 17th July, God called His servant Jim Packer home.  Whilst he wasn’t directly linked to our church (what this page is normally 
given over to) his influence & impact is worth of us gratefully reflecting on.  Sam Allberry knew him better than me (Mark).  He 

writes the following that will bless us all… 
 

 
It’s not unheard of to sleep badly the night before 
preaching. This night, however, was particularly bad.  I 
was still only a few weeks into regular Sunday preaching, 
and I had a particularly complex passage to expound. I 
wasn’t entirely sure I’d understood the passage correctly. 
I’d rewritten the sermon a number of times. I was also 
conscious of the fact that I was preaching to a 
congregation wherein a significant number had advanced 
theological education, and so any theological error would 
be conspicuous. But as I woke on Sunday morning after a 
fitful night, I reminded myself that the only thing that 
mattered was that the sermon be pleasing to God, not 
man. You preach to an audience of one, I kept telling 
myself as I walked into the church service.   
 
Which is when I saw J. I. Packer sitting in the 
congregation. “Are you kidding me?” I muttered to 
myself. “Great. So it’s an audience of one and J. I. 
Packer.”  I’m guessing it would be intimidating for pretty 
much any fledgling preacher to discover Packer was 
visiting his church that week––the man has been a world-
renowned theologian for many decades. But Packer 
wasn’t just a global theological authority; he had been 
one of the key influences on my Christian life from its 
earliest days, not to mention someone whose example 
had shaped the course of my ministry. 
 
Packer, the Theologian.  When I first became a Christian 
and began exploring Christian truth, Packer––along with 
John Stott and C. S. Lewis––was one of the first names I 
encountered. Like so many others I quickly had a copy 
of Knowing God thrust into my hands. Packer’s chapter 
“The Jealous God” would change my life and fuel a 
concern for God’s reputation and glory. (I’ve since worn 
my way through or given away multiple copies.) From the 
beginning of my Christian life, I knew this was an author I 
could trust. If I saw his endorsement on a Christian book I 
knew it would be worth reading. (I was to quickly 
discover quite how many books this would potentially 
lead me to read!)  From the beginning of my Christian life, 
I knew this was an author I could trust.  Some years later, 
when my faith in the trustworthiness of Scripture was 
being challenged by theological liberalism, it was Packer’s 
two books ‘Fundamentalism’ and the Word of 
God and God Has Spoken that brought me the clarity that 
I so needed. They’re both volumes to which I regularly 
return.  
 
Packer, Churchman.  But it wasn’t just Packer the 
theologian who meant to much to me; it was Packer the 
churchman. Like Lewis and Stott, Packer was an Anglican. 
As I felt called to ordination in the Church of England, I 
became more and more immersed in the theological 
controversies exploding in global Anglicanism. Packer’s 

clarity and boldness gave so many of us courage to 
contend for biblical truth in our own Anglican contexts.  It 
wasn’t just Packer the theologian that meant to much to 
me; it was Packer the churchman.  In June 2002 the synod 
of the Anglican diocese to which Packer belonged voted 
for the production of a service for blessing same-sex 
unions. Packer was among those who walked out of the 
synod in protest. He went on to explain: 

Why did I walk out with the others? Because this 
decision, taken in its context, falsifies the gospel of 
Christ, abandons the authority of Scripture, 
jeopardizes the salvation of fellow human beings, and 
betrays the church in its God-appointed role as the 
bastion and bulwark of divine truth. 
This was a defining moment in the Anglican world. 
Which would matter most to evangelicals—
denominational peace or doctrinal fidelity? 

Packer’s actions triggered a process that led to him 
receiving discipline from the Anglican Church in Canada. 
But his clear and uncompromising stance was the 
example and catalyst many of us needed to do what we 
could do in the fight for truth in the Anglican 
Communion. Packer quickly became instrumental in the 
newly formed Anglican Church in North America. One of 
his final labours was in serving as the theological editor 
for To Be a Christian: An Anglican Catechism, published in 
2020 by Crossway. 
 
Packer, Theologian.  But Packer’s influence hasn’t just 
been pivotal for the Anglican church. He has had a 
significant influence on the wider church scene. He 
taught at Regent College, Vancouver, beginning in 1979, 
shaping many generations in their Christian thinking and 
devotion. 
He was a prolific author, continuing to write into his 80s 
and 90s. His books made him a household name to 
Christians around the world. Packer also served as the 
general editor for the English Standard Version of the 
Bible, and as theological editor for the ESV Study Bible—
two projects that had an incalculable affect for Christ 
globally.  Packer was the epitome of what might be called 
a devotional theologian. 
  
But it may be two of his final books, Weakness Is the 
Way and Finishing Our Course with Joy, that most reflect 
the heart of this servant. Packer was the epitome of what 
might be called a devotional theologian. He was, to be 
sure, a theological mind of the first order. But with Packer 
theological study was never theology for theology’s sake. 
One of the most significant things he learned in his 
discovery of the Puritans is the centrality of deep 
affection for Christ. It’s this––more than anything else––
that permeated his ministry, and that will continue to 
bless the church for decades to come. 

  

https://www.amazon.com/Knowing-God-J-I-Packer/dp/083081650X/?tag=thegospcoal-20
https://www.amazon.com/Fundamentalism-Word-God-J-Packer/dp/0802811477/?tag=thegospcoal-20
https://www.amazon.com/Fundamentalism-Word-God-J-Packer/dp/0802811477/?tag=thegospcoal-20
https://www.amazon.com/God-Has-Spoken-J-I-Packer/dp/1473637090/?tag=thegospcoal-20
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2003/january/6.46.html
https://www.amazon.com/Be-Christian-Anglican-Catechism/dp/143356677X/?tag=thegospcoal-20
https://www.amazon.com/ESV-Study-Bible-Bibles-Crossway/dp/1433502410/?tag=thegospcoal-20
https://www.amazon.com/Weakness-Way-Trade-Paperback-Strength/dp/1433563835/?tag=thegospcoal-20
https://www.amazon.com/Weakness-Way-Trade-Paperback-Strength/dp/1433563835/?tag=thegospcoal-20
https://www.amazon.com/Finishing-Our-Course-Joy-Guidance/dp/1433541068/?tag=thegospcoal-20


Prayer Points 
 
Collect for Sunday 26th - Lord of all power and 
might, the author and giver of all good things, graft 
in our hearts the love of your Name, increase in us 
true religion, nourish us with all goodness, and so by 
your mercy keep us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
A daily prayer from the ‘valley of vision’ (a 
collection of puritan prayers).  This week, use this 
prayer each day.  As the days progress, adapt it 
more to ‘your language’ as you speak to the Lord:  
 

Lord, High and Holy, Meek and Lowly, 
 
Thou hast brought me to the valley of vision, 
where I live in the depths but see thee in the 
heights; 
hemmed in by mountains of sin I behold thy glory. 
 
Let me learn by paradox 
that the way down is the way up, 
that to be low is to be high, 
that the broken heart is the healed heart, 
that the contrite spirit is the rejoicing spirit, 
that the repenting soul is the victorious soul, 
that to have nothing is to possess all, 
that to bear the cross is to wear the crown, 
that to give is to receive, 
that the valley is the place of vision. 
 
Lord, in the daytime stars can be seen from 
deepest wells, 
and the deeper the wells the brighter thy stars 
shine; 
 
Let me find thy light in my darkness, 
thy life in my death, 
thy joy in my sorrow, 
thy grace in my sin, 
thy riches in my poverty, 
thy glory in my valley.  Amen. 

 
Collect for Sunday 2nd - Almighty God, whose never-
failing providence governs all things in heaven and 
earth: we humbly ask you to put away from us all 
hurtful things, and to give us whatever may be 
profitable for us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Notices 

Christ: Here & Beyond – Our August Mission.  We 

haven’t paused on ‘proclaiming Jesus’.  Over 3 Sundays in August, 
we have a guest preacher joining us for our mission, ‘Christ: Here 
& Beyond’.  Archie Poulos (head of Moore College’s department of 
ministry) will join us 9th, 16th & 23rd August.  These will be great 
services for friends, family, neighbours & colleagues – especially if 
they don’t yet follow Jesus). 
 

Online Church Times: To create opportunity to meet face to 

face for prayer, from 2nd August, we will only livestream services 
at 8 & 10am each Sunday.  You can catch missed services on 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnuMfxexSgmazKVkzjDCbkw 
 

Communion Sunday 2nd August:  At online Church, we 

will share in the Lord’s Supper.  Because we aren’t physically 
meetings, please prepare by having your own bread & wine/juice 
ready before the service. 
 

Prayer meetings in July & August.   Our July prayer 

meetings have been a great chance to meet face to face & do the 
vital ‘gospel work’ of prayer.   Over 3 Sundays, nearly 50 gathered 
for prayer.    
In August, we will hold prayer meetings every Sunday at 3pm: 

Sunday 2nd – Portland (with children’s programme) 
Sunday 9th – Lithgow (with children’s programme) 
Sunday 16th – Wallerawang (Fresh Food Day) 
Sunday 23rd – Portland (with children’s programme) 
Sunday 30th – Lithgow (with children’s programme) 

If you intend to come, please let Mark know.  RSVP helps in us 
running it safely & well.  Decisions have not been made about the 
format of church in September yet, but this month gathering sizes 
have been further restricted. 
 

GLOW & ONE: ‘Face to face’. Our Youth & Children’s 

ministries take a break after Friday 26th June.  Our online resources 
are still useful to use & reuse on a Sunday.  They will resume July 
31st ‘face to face’ as the restriction on children’s social distancing is 
lifted (though some restrictions mean the form won’t be exactly as 
before lockdown).  
 

 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name:  
ANGLICAN PARISH of LITHGOW DIRECT GIVING   
BSB -  062591    Account No. – 10085204 
At the bank  
- Use the above details to make a deposit at the bank 
Cheque - Send to PO Box 192 Lithgow, NSW, 2790 

Giving in the time of COVID-19 
The wardens would encourage all to give online where they 
are able.  If you prefer to give in person, on the first Sunday of 
each month 2 trustworthy people will be on-site to receive 
offertory.   The next date is: Sunday 2nd August:  Lithgow - 
11:15-11:30am; Wallerawang – 11:45am-12:00pm; Portland 
– 12:15-12:30pm 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnuMfxexSgmazKVkzjDCbkw

