
Parish Newsletter:  
December 26th, 2021 
 

Dear friends, 
 

Boxing Day in Australia is, for many, 
recovery from Christmas celebrations.  In 
other parts of the world, today is better 
known as St Stephen’s Day.  It’s a great 
day to reflect on what following Christ 
looks like, by recalling Stephen’s 
example.   We read of Stephen in Acts 7.  
Perhaps the most striking feature of 
Stephen is not his life, or final speech, 
but his death.  In 7v54, his courtroom 
become a lynch mob: When they heard 
this, they were furious and gnashed their 
teeth at him.  But Stephen, full of the 
Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw 
the glory of God, and Jesus standing at 
the right hand of God.   
 

Stephen took to heart Christ’s teaching 
that following him means self-denial 
(Mark 8v34-35). There are all sorts of 
parallels between Stephen’s death & 
Jesus’.  The charges of blasphemy against 
the law & temple – were laid against 
Jesus as well as Stephen.  Both trials 
ended in unjust outcomes. Both were 
taken outside the city walls to be killed.  
Hanging from the cross, Luke 23:46 
records: Jesus called out with a loud 
voice, "Father, into your hands I commit 
my spirit." When he had said this, he 
breathed his last.  As the rocks belted 
into him, Stephen prayed, "Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit." (7v59).  Hanging from 
the cross, Jesus prayed forgiveness on his 
murderers, for they didn’t know what 
they were doing.  Acts 7v60 [Stephen] fell 
on his knees and cried out, "Lord, do not 
hold this sin against them." When he had 
said this, he fell asleep.  Stephen had 
been so reformed by the teaching of 
Christ, that he was able to be faithful to 
death.  He didn’t simply die for Jesus, he 
lived & died like Jesus.  3 features of 
faithfulness til death for us: 

 
First, Daily dying is normal for 
Christians.  What Stephen did was the 
extraordinary end of the ordinary 
Christian life.  Every Christian is called 
to imitate by dying daily.  Someone 
helpfully broke that down to the 5 ‘S’s 
– Submission (willingly put others 
needs before our rights), Sacrifice (give 
in such a way that is costs), Self-denial 
(don’t act on selfish impulses); 
Suffering (rather than receiving 
accolades, we get mocked) & Service 
(do what helps others rather than 
ourselves).   
 
Second, Daily dying is good because it 
bears witness to a fuller life. 
Martyrdom says there something 
greater than what is on offer here. That 
is exactly what Stephen was able to do 
before the Sanhedrin.  In the face of 
worldly powers raging against him, He 
looked to the glory of Christ in heaven.  
His certainty in the face of death, his 
willingness to die for his convictions 
about God, his ability to pray as the 
stones struck – all testified that there is 
something bigger we live & die for.   
 
Third, We face persecution ready to 
forgive.  The book of Common prayer’s 
collect for St Stephen’s day gives this 
helpful guide in how to respond to 
opposition: 

‘Lord Jesus Christ, grant that, in all 
our sufferings in witness to your 
truth, we may learn to look 
steadfastly to heaven and see by faith 
the glory that is to be revealed, and 
filled with the Holy Spirit may learn to 
pray for our persecutors, as Stephen 
your first martyr prayed for his 
murderers to you, blessed Jesus, 
where you stand at the right hand of 
God to aid all who suffer for you, our 
only mediator & advocate. Amen’ 

 

In Him, Mark Smith 

Prayer for the week 
Re-use this prayer each day, 

 re-shaping it into your words: 

Lord our God, you have given us as our 
example the life of Jesus in his home: 

grant that all Christian families may be 
so bound together in love and service 
that we may rejoice together in your 

heavenly home; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Notices 
Summer Services:  For all January 

only, our services are: 
9am Combined in Lithgow (followed by 
bacon & egg rolls) 
5pm BBQ Church in Portland (including 
dinner) 
6pm Monday in Wallerawang (as usual, 
including dinner) 

 

Thanks from the Blairs:  thanks to 

all you prayed for & served at last 
weekend’s refugee youth camp.  Cameron 
writes: ‘We shared with both Muslim & 
Buddhist youth the Lord Jesus, healer of 
all wounds who can save us all from our 
sins.  Praise God!’. 
 

Summer Social:  Everyone’s welcome 

at the Roberts’ Bush Kitchen for a relaxed 
& fun evening. 6:30pm Friday 21st 
January 2022 at ‘Fernbrook’ (Reserve Rd, 
Marrangaroo).  Bring a chair & something 
to share: salad, drinks, bread or sweets.  
RSVP to Garry & Julie. 
 

Fresh Food toiletries sorting day:  
Our March FFD will offer toiletries as well 
as the usual pantry goods & fresh 
produce.  If you are able to assist sorting 
these goods on Saturday 22nd January 
2022, please contact John Wiltshire.  The 
sorting will happen 9am-1pm.  Even if you 
can only offer an hour, all assistance is 
welcome.  

 
 



Sermon notes:  Malachi 4v1-6 & Luke 1v5-25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 

Keeping in Contact 
Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
Annual Leave January 10th-31st  
 

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Community Pastor (Part-time) 
James Barnes      0424 825 369 
james.barnes@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 

Parish Council 
Sue Engeler    0431 101 476 
Nick McKinney       0450 098 973 
David Moffitt    0409 047 111 
Bronwyn Webb    0416 189 960  
 

Pastoral contacts  
(Growth Group leaders) 
Peter Avery     6352 3059 
Julie Barnett     6352 2553 
James Barnes     0424 825 369 
Erica Debeuzeville  0466 994 741 
Andrew Doran     0466 734 110 
Ralph Fairbairn     0400 302 901 
Jill Hookham     0403 502 181 
Philippe Reyter      0402 515 165 
Garry Roberts     0400 075 761 
Julie Roberts     0429 911 643 
Anna Smith      0424 340 687 
Declan Smith     0474 231 223 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 

 

Ministry Teams & Leaders 
Blessing Relationships (Julie Roberts): 
Seeking to strengthen relationships in 
our community (in church & beyond) 
Mercy Ministry (George Auld): seeking 
to serve spiritual needs by meeting 
physical & emotional difficulties.  
Reaching Out (James Barnes): 
Seeking to make disciples of Jesus from 
this town & the world. 
Youth & Children’s (John Young): 
seeking to make youth & children in our 
town & church disciples of Jesus 
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