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Dear Friends, 
 
This year will be one of continues short-term planning.  
We’ve a dual-focus for the year in discipleship & Youth.  
That foci will be sharpened in on the personal much 
more than the ‘big event’.  That foci will be month to 
month as we anticipate COVID restrictions varying at 
points. 
 
That same short-term planning impacts our Public 
worship gatherings.  Through December & January we 
returned to 2 regular in person services.  From December 
to January, our form of online church shifted (& we are 
still refining our live-stream system).  Looking to 
February, we shift again.  Here are the key details we all 
need to know: 
 
Increasing from 2 to 3 ‘in person services’ in February & 
March.  From Sunday 7th February, we increase the 
number of our face to face meetings.  The change will be 
felt in Lithgow.  The combined service we’ve had over the 
past 2 months will split back to our usual 8am & 10am 
times.  Many will rejoice at having their ‘Sunday rhythm’ 
back.  Some will be glad to not have to remember the 
different time.  We make this decision in large part 
because 9am is getting close to full (COVID limited 
capacity) & we’ve no desire to ever turn a person back at 
the door of church.  Again, pre-registration is a help.  
Even more, arriving early to be registered & seated really 
blesses others (eg.it allows online church to start ‘on 
time’; it allows those serving in ushering to be able to not 
worry about that role & focus on worshipping Christ).   To 
underline those times from February 7th: 

8am at St Paul’s Lithgow (classic service) 
10am at St Paul’s Lithgow (contemporary with 
children’s programme) 
3pm at St Stephen’s Portland (contemporary with 
children’s programme) 

 
Another time change for online church.  With the shift to 
2 morning services at Lithgow, the time for online church 
moves back an hour to 10am.  There is effort by a skilled 
few in making the live-stream happen on the day 
(different to the previous way we did online church 
where the editors prepared a service to play at many & 
various times through the day).  As such, we will only 
live-stream one service each Sunday through our 
Youtube channel.  For those who choose to stay in this 
form, the capacity for chat exists – but it requires you 
having a Youtube account.  To underline that time: 

10am live-streamed online church (through 
Youtube, available ‘permanently’ afterwards for 
catchup) 

 
Help is needed at 8am.  The greatest challenge in 
creating 2 services at Lithgow is COVID cleaning between 
services.  After the 8am service, we will need people to 
vacate a little faster than at the combined service, so 
cleaning can be done for the next service.  Ideally that 
will mean 8am congregation exiting through the 
courtyard area to minimise crossover.  There is a greater 
challenge though.  From previous numbers and 
volunteering, returning to 8am & 10am won’t solve some 
issues.   If everyone came back to their usual services, 
8am would have space & 10am would have to turn folk 
away.  Also, if the same folk returned to their usual 
services, 8am lacks volunteers for compliance, cleaning, 
registration & ushering to occur properly. 
 
As such we’re asking for help.   We need able bodied folk 
from 10am (who don’t use the children’s programme) to 
commit for 2 months to attend 8am & serve there.  
Ideally, we’d have a group of at least 20 make that solid 
commitment.  IF you are willing, please let me know 
ASAP, so I can roster appropriately.  
 
Prayer is essential for Wallerawang.  Our congregation 
at Wang is new & fragile.  As February starts, the Growth 
Group based in Wang will restart.  At the moment, we 
aren’t meeting as a congregation.  Please pray for the 
raising up & appointment of a new community Pastor 
(part-time) that might give the opportunity to re-start 
Wang with great energy.   
 
More proactive encouragement of others is still 
required.  Hebrews 10v24-25 says: ‘And let us consider 
how we may spur one another on towards love and good 
deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are 
in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--
and all the more as you see the Day approaching.’ (my 
emphasis).  The writer doesn’t assume spurring fellow 
Christians to godliness will happen automatically.   We’re 
called to ‘consider how’ we spur others.   We need to 
give thought & effort to how we will help each other 
grow in Christ.  In these times, those words ring loudly. 
 
In Him,  
Mark Smith 
 

 

PS – from this Sunday, please start bringing your own 
Bible to church until we are able to hand them out again 
(post-COVID) 



Sermon notes:  
Luke 3v1-22 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Keeping in Contact 
Ministry contacts: 
Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
 

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
  

Pastoral contacts (Growth 
Group leaders) 
Peter Avery     6352 3059 
Julie Barnett     6352 2553 
James Barnes     0424 825 369 
Andrew Doran     0466 734 110 
Ralph Fairbairn     0400 302 901 
Jill Hookham     0403 502 181 
Lauren Hookham    0400 295 427 
Philippe Reyter      6352 1803 
Garry Roberts     0400 075 761 
Julie Roberts     0429 911 643 
Anna Smith      0424 340 687 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
 
 

People I need to contact.  After 

reading this & joining in church, 
who are the one or two people God 
put on my heart to contact & pray 
for? 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 
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Word of encouragement: Children’s 
& Youth Brainstorming session  
(John Young, Youth & Children’s 

minister) 
 

The Bible is clear that Jesus is the only way that people 
can be saved! The apostle Peter declares in Acts 4:12: 

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given to mankind by which we 
must be saved.”  Jesus is the only one who can save so 
sharing the message of Jesus is of vital importance. 
People of all ages and stages need Jesus. So we need 
to share Jesus! 

 
On Friday the 15th Jan all those currently serving in 
youth and children’s ministry in our church gathered to 
think about ways we might share Jesus with a special 
focus on Children and Youth. Our God loves children; 
Jesus famously rebuked His disciples for blocking 
Children from coming to Him. But even much earlier in 
the we read of God’s love of Children. In Deuteronomy 
6 we read: 

4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 
one. 5 Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength. 6 These commandments that I give you 
today are to be on your hearts. 7 Impress them on 
your children. Talk about them when you sit at 
home and when you walk along the road, when you 
lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as 
symbols on your hands and bind them on your 
foreheads.9 Write them on the doorframes of your 
houses and on your gates. 

 
Here Moses is reminding God’s people who God is and 
how they are to relate to Him as they set to enter the 
promised land. I love this passage partly because it’s 
not just aimed at the grown-ups, God has a heart for 
the children to be in relationship with Him even way 
back here. But I also love the diversity in method.  

v7“Talk about them when you sit at home and when 
you walk along the road, when you lie down and 
when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your 
hands and bind them on your foreheads.9 Write 

them on the doorframes of your houses and on your 
gates.” 

There is no ‘one’ set way, no ‘one’ method that is the 
correct strategy. It’s much more, “use all the ways, all 
the methods, all the opportunities.” 
 
In the course of our meeting we split into discussion 
groups 3 times to pray together and brainstorm. Here 
is what we prayed and discussed; 
Session 1 
Pray: spend time thanking God for His love of young 
people, and for the youth and children’s ministries that 
have blessed you (parents and grandparents sharing 
Jesus with their kids, that person who modelled 
following Jesus to you as a child, Christian camps, 
Scripture, church-based programs etc. 
Discuss Qu 1. Imagine there were no children and 
youth ministry currently happening in our area. What 
would be 1st priority to share Jesus with young 
people? (ie. What would you do, set up, etc. ?) 
 
Session 2 
Pray: spend time praying for the young people in this 
area. Pray for those who know and follow Jesus. Pray 
for those who have heard of Him but as yet don’t 
follow Him. And pray for those that have never heard 
of Jesus. 
 
Discuss Qu 2. Are there youth or children’s ministries 
that you would love to see happen in our area? (ie. 
Maybe completely new ideas, reworking old ideas etc.) 
 
Session 3 
Discuss Qu 3. What resources would be needed to 
minister in the ways you’ve thought up/discussed? 
(Think: material, personnel, training etc)  
 
Pray: spend time asking God to provide what we need 
to share Jesus with young people in our area. Pray for 
wisdom in decision making. Pray for material 
resources; money, equipment, access etc. Pray for 
human resources; godly, able and accredited people, 
training of new leaders etc. 
 
Thank you to all those attended and those with whom I 
spoke over the phone. I feel greatly encouraged by 
your love of Jesus and desire to share Him with the 
young people in our area. 
 
There were many great ideas suggested on the night 
and more send through via email/phone calls later.  I 
look forward to hearing more still and sharing some of 
the ideas and things we are praying about in the 
future. 
 
In Christ, 
John 

 
 
 



Prayer Points 
 

Collect for Sunday - Almighty and everlasting 
God, mercifully look on all our infirmities; and in 
all our dangers and necessities stretch out your 
right hand to help and defend us; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Monday - As schools return, pray for all places 
of education & learning – that the Holy Spirit 
would bless all with wisdom & knowledge.  Pray 
especially for an outpouring of the Spirit that 
brings teachers & students to a knowledge of 
Jesus: the way, the truth & the life. 
 

Tuesday - Give thanks on Australia Day for the 
vast number of blessings we enjoy in this 
nation.  Give thanks for the gospel coming with 
the ministry of Richard Johnson on the First 
Fleet - & how it has spread & impacted 
Australian culture.  Pray for the gospel to 
continue to transform Australians.  Remember 
especially the disenfranchised in our society: 
minority groups & our indigenous people. 
 

Wednesday - Pray for our Mission Partner:  
Samuel Ogg (teaching the gospel in Lithgow 
High) as a new school year begins.  Pray with 
thanks for all those who teach SRE in local 
primary schools.  Ask God to move in parents’ 
hearts to allow their children to be part of SRE 
& for God to save children through the great 
news of Christ.  
 

Thursday - Give thanks that Jesus understands 
our weakness & frailty.  Pray for those you 
know who are overwhelmed or struggling in 
weakness – whether physical, mental, 
emotional or spiritual. 
 

Friday - Pray for our church, reflecting on 1 
Thessalonians 1v2-3: ‘We always thank God for 
all of you, mentioning you in our prayers. We 
continually remember before our God and 
Father your work produced by faith, your labour 
prompted by love, and your endurance inspired 
by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.’ 
 

Saturday - Give thanks that God lets his mercy 
flow so freely to our rebellious world.  Pray for 
the work of Anglican Aid – who bring relief in 
both word & deed to many in need around the 
world 
 

Collect for Sunday - Lord God, you know us to 
be set in the midst of so many great dangers 
that by reason of the frailty of our nature we 
cannot always stand upright: grant us such 
strength and protection as may support us in all 
dangers and carry us through all temptations; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Notices 
 

Joining a Growth Group in 2021.  Growth Groups exist to 

help every member grow in godliness.  It means Growth Groups are 
more than Bible Study groups – but not less; they are more than 
social groups, but not less.   January is the ideal time to join, re-join 
or shift groups.  Official sign-up forms are currently available – or 
contact Mark directly to join.  
 

Preliminary Theological Certificate (PTC).  Moore College’s 

PTC is a great correspondence programme, designed to stretch & 
deepen your knowledge of God.  Subjects include books of the Bible, 
Apologetics, Doctrine, Ethics & Church History.  A few people in the 
church family are looking to form a group to tackle a subject 
together.  If interested, contact Mark, James Barnes or George Auld. 
 

Church in January.  Church exists this month in two forms: ‘In 

person’ at 9am (Lithgow) & 3pm (Portland); or ‘Online’ – 
livestreaming the 9am service through our Youtube channel.   
For in person church, it still helps to pre-register & arrive early to 
allow time to check-in. 
 

Church in February.  From February, we shift again.  In person 

church will be at 8am & 10am in Lithgow, as well as 3pm at Portland.  
Online church will shift to a livestream of the 10am service.   Further 
assistance is needed to make it run smoothly (detailed in the cover 
letter), with some 10am regulars needed at the 8am to both balance 
numbers & serve in cleaning, ushering & registration. 
 

Annual General Meeting. On Sunday March 7th, we have our 

Annual General Meeting – or Vestry meeting.  We meet as a parish to 
celebrate our fellowship; give reports about how God has been at work 
in us; share plans for the future; deal formally with our finances; & elect 
people to serve as Wardens, Parish Councillors, Nominators & Safe 
ministry reps. 
The challenges of COVID means we’ll meet 11:45am, 7th March at St 
Paul’s.  We are also looking to provide an overflow in the hall, linked 
through technology.  Nomination forms will soon be available – pray for 
God to raise the right people to serve & boldly nominate those you 
think are gifted.  
 

Mother’s Union Conference 
 

 
 
 


