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Dear friends, 
 

Community is no light thing for us as God’s people.  In 
John 17v23, Jesus sees that the visible unity of the church 
is how the world will see the truth of his ministry:  May 
they be brought to complete unity to let the world know 
that you sent me and have loved them even as you have 
loved me.   Christian unity in Jesus’ teaching is not simply 
being in the same place at the same time.  It’s possible to 
be the ‘visible church’ with false teachers present & 
leading.  It’s expected that in the visible church we will 
have ‘outsiders’ (in the language of 1 Corinthians) – 
people who haven’t yet accepted the gospel but have 
come to see if God is really present amongst us.  Christian 
unity isn’t simply being in the same place at the same 
time.  The heart of Christian unity is having the same 
purpose & love.  That’s what unites God the Father, God 
the Son & God the Holy Spirit.  They are ‘one’ because the 
are selflessly committed to the one purpose & always act 
in total love for the other members of the Trinity.  
Christian unity is far more than being in the same place at 
the same time.  It’s why we can be united, even in the 
pain of a pandemic & forced to meet online. 
 

All that said, being in the one place at the one time is a 
great blessing to, support & expression of our unity.  
There’s a reason Hebrews calls us not to neglect meeting 
together – it’s hard to spur others on in Christian living 
from a distance.  Paul frequently calls believers to imitate 
his life as well as his doctrine – you can’t learn godliness 
from others if you don’t see them.  As has been said: 
‘Community itself is one of the main ways we do outreach 
and discipleship, and even experience communion with 
God’ (Keller – Centre Church).    It’s why this year has 
been so difficult for us. 
 

Weighing up the need for Christian Community and the 
restrictions of COVID, we head into December with a plan 
for more face to face meetings.  To outline something of 
our plan, the opportunities & the challenges: 
 

The Summer plan: weekly online & face to face 
meetings.  In December, we will continue to stream 
church at 8am & 10am (also on Youtube to share with 
others & catch up).   Given the value of community, make 
the most of online chat.  Take a risk & share spiritual 
reflections & encouragements in that section.  Given the 
value of community, make the most of ‘church at home’ – 
inviting others round in small, covid-safe ways to enjoy 
online church together. 
 

Also, in December, we will have 2 weekly face to face 
services every Sunday: 

9am at St Paul’s Lithgow (with a children’s programme 
in the hall) 

3pm at St Stephen’s Portland (with a children’s 
programme in the hall) 

Both have limited capacity & require weekly pre-
registration.   
 
All going well, January will continue this pattern – though 
we are looking into changing the form of online church.  
The format of online church we currently create requires 
great effort & hours editing from a very small team who 
have graciously served us all year.   We are looking at how 
to livestream the ‘face to face’ service from January, to 
spare that handful of folk.  A shift to streaming face to 
face will be something we can do long-term for the 
housebound members of church – but it will be ‘less 
engaging’ for those who ‘church’ this way.  
 
The opportunities of 2 form model.  Having online & face 
to face will bless us in many ways.  Face to face will allow 
regulars to see one another again.  Many have pined for 
this.  Online will allow those who can’t, or don’t feel 
comfortable to meet in person, to stay encouraged.  
Realistically, online will remain a major way for those not 
yet part of church to engage with the gospel – as we 
won’t easily be able to take in people who simply turn up 
on the day due to capacity limits.   
 
The challenges of the 2 form model.  As we’ve weighted 
the changes up, there are some challenges that lie before 
us as we meet face to face more:  
Abiding by requirements:  The governments biggest 2 
issues with church gatherings are the 2 things we want: 
Singing & mingling.  We won’t have communal singing.  & 
we need to honour our government in gathering by not 
‘mingling’ after.  We can talk with one another – at 
1.5metre distance.  What makes it doubly hard is that it 
feels few other places in the community are seeking to 
abide by this.  
Turning people away from face to face:  The requirement 
of 4m2 inside means our numbers are limited.  It means 
we will likely turn people away who’d like to come.  For 
those who experience it, I’d commend again ‘church at 
home’ with others.   The creation of more services won’t 
solve it – unless large groups opt to shift service times & 
locations to spread the load.  
Shortage of servants:  Part of why we aren’t going 
immediately to our regular 4 services (or the 5 or 6 that 
would be required to accommodate if all wanted to 
return) is a shortage of people willing to serve.  This is 
particularly the case at our smallest congregations.  For 
some, there’s good reason.  Age & health prevent.   
Should we pursue more in person services, it would 
require people shifting in order to serve. 
 

As we change again in these complex times, we take heart 
that Jesus lives to intercede for us.  He prays for our 
unity! 
 

In Him, Mark Smith 



Bible Readings:  
OT: Lamentations 3v13-17 
NT: Romans 8v31-39 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Keeping in Contact 
Ministry contacts: 
Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
 

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
  

Pastoral contacts (Growth 
Group leaders) 
Peter Avery     6352 3059 
Julie Barnett     6352 2553 
James Barnes     0424 825 369 
Andrew Doran     0466 734 110 
Ralph Fairbairn     0400 302 901 
Jill Hookham     0403 502 181 
Lauren Hookham    0400 295 427 
Philippe Reyter      6352 1803 
Garry Roberts     0400 075 761 
Julie Roberts     0429 911 643 
Anna Smith      0424 340 687 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
 

Office Administration 
Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Fridays 10am – 12pm 
 

People I need to contact.  After 

reading this & joining in ‘church’, 
who are the one or two people God 
put on my heart to contact & pray 
for? 

 

 

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 

 

www.lpachurch.org.au • office@lpachurch.org.au • PO Box 192, Lithgow • (02) 6351 3070  
St. Paul’s: Railway Parade, Lithgow • St Thomas’: Commens St, Wallerawang • St. Stephen’s: Williwa St, Portland 

 



Word of encouragement: ‘The joy of returning face to face’  
(Katie Barnes – Portland 3pm congregation) 

 

 

It was a Loooooong Break between face to face 
church meetings. But what a blessing it has been to 
be able to meet once again, albeit a little differently. 
It was a bit weird:  

• sitting 1.5m away from each other. 

• not singing along with the worship songs. 

• Being ushered to my seat and staying put for 

the service 

• having a team of people cleaning straight 

after church.  

• having to register to attend and so on. 

None of that weirdness mattered. The joy and 
blessing it was to physically be in church surrounded 
by other Christians was amazing! It felt like coming 
home. All our extended family gathering together to 
hear Gods word and praise His name and worship 
Him. I had a little buzz of excitement all that day 
leading up to church and after.  
 
The need to sit socially distanced from everyone in 
church was different but I felt that I was able to 
focus better on what was being taught. It was just 
God and I for that part. 
 
I thought that I would struggle with not singing. On 
the contrary, I found the time listening to the words 
to be a good time of prayer and communion with 
God.  
Where I was seated I was close enough to have a 
conversation with just 1 person and it was nice to be 

able to focus just on them and we still got to mingle 
and chat with others outside after church.  
 
The cleaning all happened quietly behind the scenes. 
I don’t think anyone felt pressure to have to leave 
and the church was cleaned ready to go for next 
time with a team of people all at once rather than 
just 1 or 2 during the week.  
 
Registering to attend was easy and it meant that we 
could ensure to be able to accommodate those who 
wished to be there.  
 
Although I am so grateful for the hard work that 
goes into online church each week, I can see why 
Hebrews 10:24-25 says: 

24 And let us consider how we may spur one 
another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not 
giving up meeting together, as some are in the 
habit of doing, but encouraging one another—
and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

 
Whether you are an avid church goer or find it 
difficult to get there every Sunday I encourage you 
to strive to get to church each week and meet with 
other Christians regularly so that you may spur one 
another on. 
 

 

 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name: ANGLICAN PARISH of LITHGOW DIRECT GIVING   
BSB -  062591 
Account No. – 10085204 
At the bank - Use the above details to make a deposit at the 
bank (CBA) 
Cheque - Send to PO Box 192 Lithgow, NSW, 2790 

Groups we are able to pass your giving 
on to 

Some choose to give through us to others (by marking 
their giving).  We can do this for the following groups: 
AFES; Anglican Aid; Anglicare; Arise; BCA; CAP; CMS 
(Newbys); Fresh Food; LCEA; Open Doors; MAF 
(Hadfields); Pioneers (Blair); Winter Appeal; Nungalinya 
College 

 



Prayer Points 
 
Each day this week, use John 
Stott’s ‘Trinitarian prayer to start 
your day: 
 
Heavenly Father, I worship you as 
the creator and sustained of the 
Universe. 
Lord Jesus, I worship you, Saviour 
and Lord of the world. 
Holy Spirit, I worship you, sanctifier 
of the people of God. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit. 
Heavenly Father, I pray that I may 
live this day in your presence and 
please you more and more. 
Lord Jesus, I pray that this day I 
may take up my cross and follow 
you. 
Holy Spirit, I pray that this day you 
will fill me with yourself and cause 
your fruit to ripen in my life: love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control. 
Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, 
three person in one God, have 
mercy upon me.  Amen.  
 
Each day this week, use this 
puritan prayer to close your day: 
 
O Lord God, now grant me the 
grace not only to rest my body this 
night, but to have my spiritual 
repose, in soul and conscience, in 
your grace and love, that I may let 
go of all earthly cares so I might be 
comforted and eased in all ways. 
And because no day passes that I 
do not sin in so many ways, please 
bury all my offences in your mercy, 
that I might not lose your 
presence. Forgive me, merciful 
Father, for Christ's sake. And as I 
lay down in sleep to safely awake 
again only by your grace, keep me 
in a joyful, lively remembrance that 
whatever happens, I will someday 
know my final rising—the 
resurrection—because Jesus Christ 
lay down in death for me, and rose 
for my justification.  
In his name I pray Amen. 
   

Notices 
 

Church in November (online & face-to face).  Every week in November, 

we continue to stream church at 8 & 10am.  This is still a great ‘first step’ into church 
for those who’ve never been in our buildings!  Face-to-Face we have 2 more ‘trials’: 

22nd November – 10am at Lithgow (with children’s) 
29th November – 12:30 at Wallerawang. 

To make this a reality, we need to use our gifts in love.  If you can serve in ushering, 
registration, cleaning or ‘co-ordinating compliance’, please contact Mark. 
 

Church in December.  The cover letter explains in detail, but in brief, we 

remain online for December at 8am & 10am.  We are also trialling 2 weekly ‘face to 
face’ services: 

9am at St Paul’s Lithgow (with Children’s programme) – capacity 58 in church 
3pm at St Stephen’s Portland (with children’s programme) – capacity 27 in church 

Pre-registration with Mark each week is important to avoid disappointment.  
 

CAP Home Budgeting Course. CAP Money is a free course to help people 

manage their money better, learn to budget, save and spend well.  The course runs 
over 3 weeks (one night a week for about 2 hours) and is a great way for church 
members & the broader community to hone their financial skills, and alleviate 
financial stress.  We are looking to run another course prior to Christmas for those 
interested.  If you are, or know someone who might be, please contact Chris Barnett 
at chrisjbarnett@bigpond.com or 0419 437 339. 
 

Christmas 2020.  This year has been ‘dark’, but Christmas we reminds us light 

came into the world.  Due to COVID restrictions (not singing), we won’t have our 
traditional Carols service.  Christmas Eve & Morning, we will have opportunities to 
celebrate Christ both online & in person.   

ONLINE: Christmas Day at 8am & 10am 
IN PERSON:  

Christmas Eve, 6pm at Portland (outdoors) 
Christmas Day at 9am (with children’s programme in hall) 

Promotional cards will be available.  Prayerfully consider the best way of making the 
most of this celebration of Christ – whether it’s bringing family & friends to a service 
in person, or engaging online church from home with those you celebrate Christmas 
with.  
 

 
 
 

mailto:chrisjbarnett@bigpond.com

