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Dear Friends, 
 
Writing last week on ‘Black Lives Matter’ (BLM) I was deeply aware that I was 
writing as a white, privileged male.  I wrote knowing what I need to do most at 
this time is be ‘quick to listen & slow to speak’ (James 1v19).  That Anything I 
wrote should be written with humility.  Mindful of this, it blesses us all to hear 
from Bishop Chris McLeod (National Aboriginal Bishop).  He writes:  
 

‘The Week of Prayer for Reconciliation’ (The National week for 
Reconciliation) did not go quite as we planned. Not long after it commenced we were all, I am sure, appalled by 
the death of George Floyd in America. It seemed to me to be so violent, senseless and unjust. This senseless action 
has triggered off a series of protests and riots around America, and protests here in Australia. It also reminded us 
that since the findings of the ‘Aboriginal Deaths in Custody’ report (1991) there has been a further 432 deaths in 
custody. Just in the last few days we have also witnessed the violent arrest of an Aboriginal teenager in New South 
Wales. We can see quite clearly that reconciliation means far more than saying the right words and uttering the 
right prayers for one week of the year. Something is very, very wrong with racial equality in both American and 
Australia, and needs to be changed. 
‘The Aboriginal Deaths in Custody’ report makes for harrowing reading. How I wish that it simply described the 
past, as bad as that is, and is not in some way a prophesy of the present. I quickly add that not all police officers 
are violent murderous bullies. There are many fine police officers, just as there are many faithful Christians that 
make up their number. However, there is something wrong within mainstream Australia and America. Something 
deeply wrong with our institutions; including those set up for our wellbeing. It is systemic racism. 
Most people I know would not accept that they are racist, and many take deep offence if you suggest that they 
might be. Systemic racism operates at the deepest levels of our society. Systemic racism, or institutional racism, by 
another name, refers to how ‘white superiority’ functions as the norm. It is the lens by which we see all things. It 
shapes the political system, police force, the educational system, legal system, employment practices, and, yes, 
even our church. It shapes both you and me. All our social contexts are dominated by the, often unspoken and 
unrecognized, premise that being ‘white’, with all its associations, is inherently normative. This is why ‘Black Lives 
Matter’! 
People of colour are just not seen as being on the same level of those who are not. The basic institutions of our 
society were established to serve and protect the dominant ‘white’ culture. ‘Black Lives Matter’ because we need 
to focus our thoughts and actions on those who suffer the most. People will be quick to say ‘but all lives matter’; 
and, of course they do. However, it is far too easy to gloss over the particular when we focus on the general. This 
is why we also focus on violence against women, but we all know violence against anyone is wrong; we focus on 
the protection of the children, but we all know that all people need protection from any form of abuse. Focusing 
on the particular helps us to address the universal. Jesus said ‘… just as you did it to one of the least these who are 
members of my family you did it to me’ (Matt 25: 40). 
The 432 First Nations people who have died since the ‘The Aboriginal Deaths in Custody’ report was released, like 
George Floyd, have names, families, and stories of their past. They had hopes and dreams, and problems and 
issues. Many were arrested for relatively minor crimes. They were human beings with feelings, thoughts and blood 
running through their veins. They had possibilities for change. They are not just numbers. They were like you and 
me. They were God’s children. 
‘The Aboriginal Deaths in Custody’ report made 339 recommendations of which only a few have been enacted, 
and, clearly, given the continued deaths in custody, have not addressed the core issues. What should we Christians 
do? For my part, Jesus provides the model. Jesus showed solidarity with the poor, the outcast, the marginalized, 
and rejected (Luke 4: 18 – 21). Surely, in our context, that is the First Nations peoples, and other people of colour. 
As Christians we should be some of the strongest advocates for justice for First Nations peoples, and work 
tirelessly and prayerfully to see the end of the senseless deaths in custody. Write to your state and federal 
parliamentary member and ask them what they are doing about it. I am! We also need to ask the hard questions 
of ourselves. As a church when it comes to systemic racism we also have some ‘logs to take out of our own eyes’ 
(Matt 7: 5). We have significant changes to make in our own church. As people of the light we can begin to walk in 
the light, and drive out the darkness (John 1: 4). 
‘Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that’ – Dr 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

 
In Him, Mark Smith  



 
Readings: Isaiah 49v8-13  
& 2 Corinthians 7v2-16 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keeping in Contact 
 
Ministry contacts: 
 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
  

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
  

Office Administration 
Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Fridays 9 – 4pm 
 

People I need to contact.  After 

reading this & joining in ‘church’, 
who are the one or two people God 
put on my heart to contact & pray 
for? 
 

 
  

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 
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Words of encouragement: Tracy Staines on behalf of ARISE (Orphanage in the Philippines)  
 

We are so thankful for your continued support.  Your support is allowing amazing 
things to be done and Children's lives to be changed forever. We hope everyone is 
doing ok during the current COVID situation and you and your family are safe. We 
were meant to be going back to the Philippines at the end of March to spend a 
month at Arise. We were so excited about seeing the children and staff again but 
of course we were unable to go. I hope it's not too long till we get to see them all 
again, we miss them all so much. 
 
The school is going really well. The children are learning better than they ever have 
and are thriving with the individual attention they are able to receive in the smaller 
classes. Below is a photo showing 10 students that can now go into their age 
appropriate grade. Ailene, the first name on the list was 16 when she graduated 
primary school last year. After just a year at Lovelace academy (the Arise school) 
she has now accelerated to year 11. It is so exciting what these children can achieve. 

 
The lockdown has been hard for the children and staff, unlike Australia, in the 
Philippines people are only allowed out of their homes once a week to buy food. The 
children are on their 8 week summer break at the moment which is usually spent at 
the beach just a short walk from Arise. It's also the hottest time of the year so the 
children are missing cooling off in the ocean. I'm so glad I'm not trying to keep 40 
children entertained during lock down. 
The poor are extremely vulnerable at this time. Because people are not allowed out 
of their homes they can not work and unlike you and I they don't have a pantry and 
fridge full of food, most don't even own a fridge. They don't have any 
savings  because they get paid cash each day they work which is only enough to buy 

food for their family for that day. And they don't receive help from their government like we do. 
 
Jack and Tammy Fairweather (owners of Arise ) have been helping the poor in the community by buying 
food,  putting it into packs and delivering it to the most needy.  They were given a permit which allowed them 
to leave Arise and deliver the food.  Without the food packs these families would literally not eat, I don't know 
about you but I find this hard to comprehend,  I have always had enough food to feed myself and my children. 
Below are some pictures of the food being handed out. 
 
When things get back to normal I'm going to start taking groups over to help out and spend time with the 

children.  Let me know if you are interested.   Thank you again Tracy, Mick and Rene  

Direct Giving details 
Account Name:  
ANGLICAN PARISH of LITHGOW DIRECT GIVING   
BSB -  062591    Account No. – 10085204 
At the bank  
- Use the above details to make a deposit at the bank 
Cheque - Send to PO Box 192 Lithgow, NSW, 2790 

Giving in the time of COVID-19 
The wardens would encourage all to give online where they are 
able.  If you prefer to give in person, on the first Sunday of each 
month 2 trustworthy people will be on-site to receive offertory.   
The next date is today: Sunday 5th July:  Lithgow - 11:15-
11:30am; Wallerawang – 11:45am-12:00pm; Portland – 12:15-
12:30pm 



Prayer Points 
 

Collect for Sunday - Lord God, the unfailing helper and 

guide of those whom you bring up in your steadfast fear 

and love, keep us, we pray, under the protection of 

your good providence, and give us a continual 

reverence and love for your holy name; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Monday - Pray over this reason for ‘needing church’: 

Because God’s basic unit is the church, not the individual.  

The story of the Bible is that of God making, shaping and 

refining his people, beginning with Abraham. The lives of 

individuals like David, Isaiah, the Disciples, and Paul have 

their meaning because they are part of God’s continuous 

community. It has lasted c.4,000 years – and there are no 

signs that God has changed his plan! (see Genesis 12:1-

3; Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 2:11-21.) 

Tuesday – Give thanks that all humans are the image of 

God.  Pray against the sin of racism in your own & 

other’s hearts.  Pray for justice for those discriminated 

against & for healing between peoples.  

Wednesday - Pray over this reason for ‘needing 

church’: Because, without it, you are not paying the price 

of being a Christian.  The ‘solo flight’ is a very attractive 

style of Christianity for some, but it evades a basic 

element, the cost of discipleship. Jesus called his followers 

to serve their community of faith… to be ‘slave of all’. 

(see Mark 10:35-45; Ephesians 5:21.) 

Thursday – Praise God for the church – Christ’s 

gathering of people from all nations, tribes & tongues 

made ‘One’ in Him.  Give thanks for the Heavenly 

Gathering that will bring us perfectly together & pray 

that the church would be an example of harmony to the 

world. 

Friday - Pray over this reason for ‘needing church’: 

Because you cannot understand the New Testament 

properly unless you belong to a church.  Most of the New 

Testament is addressed to churches. If you only read the 

Bible privately, then you will not be in the right place to 

hear God’s word. You will ‘privatise’ its message, and so 

misunderstand it. (See most of Paul’s letters.) 

Saturday – Give thanks for the Indigenous people of 

this land. Give thanks for the gospel’s growth in 

Aboriginal community & pray for it to relieve the social 

ills that damage so many indigenous people. 

Sunday - Graciously hear us, Lord God; and grant that 
we, to whom you have given the desire to pray, may by 
your mighty aid be defended and strengthened in all 
dangers and adversities; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

Notices 
 

Online Church in June & July.   Thank you to all 

who’ve read the letter (Steps to New gatherings) & 
responded with your preference regarding remaining online 
or returning to ‘live meetings’ ASAP.  Around 75 people have 
responded - & 90% lean to remaining online longer. 
 
If you missed the letter, it is still available at our website or 
contact Mark directly to be sent it. 
 
You may be aware, the government has lifted the numerical 
limit for public worship.  However, the restrictions on 
communal singing & social distancing remain.  It means we 
are still only able to accommodate 58 in St Paul’s (40 in 
Lithgow’s hall); 20 in St Thomas’; & 25 in St Stephen’s (any 
extras in the hall would compromise our children’s ministry).  
Mindful of all this we will be running online services still 
through all June & all July. 

 
Prayer meetings in July.   In our cautious return to 

meeting live, we are holding 3 Sunday prayer meetings 
across the parish in July.  The times are set to allow 
members to attend their ‘regular’ online service. The prayer 
meetings will be a mix of set prayers & times of open prayer.   

- In Portland, Sunday 5th July at 9:30am 
- In Wallerawang, Sunday 12th July at 9:30am 
- In Lithgow, Sunday 19th July at 11:30am. 

If you intend to come, please let Mark know.  RSVP helps in 
us running it safely & well.  
 

Cleaning, Registration & Ushering teams. All live 

meetings (including the prayer meetings) will require teams 
trained in cleaning, registration & ushering need to be 
formed first.  We welcome volunteers.  So that you know 
what’s involved, we’ve created training clips.  Follow the link 
to our youtube channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FgHsaPmqIXs 
  

Thanks: June’s Fresh Food Day & Working Bee.  
Our partnership with Anglicare in providing Fresh Food & a 
Mobile Pantry continues to bless many.  Thank you to all 
who were involved in making it happen, & those who prayed 
for this ministry.  Last Sunday (14th) 58 customers were 
served at Lithgow and 34 at Portland (plus some bags 
delivered in advance).  52 bags were later taken to LINC & 
other charities.  
 
Thanks too, to those who served at Saturday’s working bee 
at St Paul’s – continuing to care for the property God has 
entrusted us.  
 

GLOW & ONE at Home. Our Youth & Children’s 

ministries continue online this term.  Our online resources 
are also useful to use & reuse on a Sunday.  During the 
school holidays, they will take a break.  How they return in 
Term 3 is to be finalised.  

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2012.1-3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2012.1-3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2016.18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.11-21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2010.35-45
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%205.21
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FgHsaPmqIXs

