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Dear Friends, 
 

When Paul wrote to the talented (but puffed up) 
Corinthians, he reminded them how the character of 
our God shapes our meetings: ‘God is not a God of 
disorder but of peace… [therefore] everything should 
be done in a fitting & orderly way’ (1 Corinthians 
14v33, 40).  Put another way: God brings all the 
complex parts together.  God’s peace creates 
community that’s not neat, simplistic & uniform.  Our 
culture wants ‘order’ through exclusion.  God brings 
the complex together – gifting us differently as parts of 
His body & calling us to use those gifts to bless one 
another.   
 

Mindful of this, we hold our Annual General Meeting 
(AGM or Vestry Meeting) so we can function best for 
Him.  This year, our AGM will be held 11:45am, 7th 
March 2021 at St Paul’s Lithgow.  Everyone is 
welcome & invited to join in what is an important 
aspect of our life together.  There are three things we 
aim to do at the AGM: 
 

First, Reflect on God’s goodness.  Reports from the 
wardens, treasurer, youth & children’s minister & 
myself, give us the opportunity to look back over the 
year – recalling God’s gracious hand upon us.  We’ll 
take time in the meeting to pray with gratitude to our 
generous God. 
 

Second, Re-commit to Christ’s cause.  Our AGM puts 
flesh on ‘knowing Jesus, Serving Jesus, proclaiming 
Jesus.’ The tabled reports are also an opportunity to 
look forward – remembering how we, as Christ’s 
people in Portland, Wallerawang & Lithgow, will live it 
out together.   The realities of putting our Vision into 
practise will be touched on, & there is space to bring 
questions for consideration to the new Parish council. 
 

Third, Recognise church leadership.  God has 
generously gifted His church.  Jesus has gifted His 
church (Romans 12 & Ephesians 4) it means he has 
gifted us.  Our task is to recognise those God-given 
gifts & how they might be used to build His body – we 
need to order His gifts for peace (1 Cor 14).   A 
significant part of our AGM is electing people to 
positions of responsibility.  While we are confident 
God will raise those He wants, we are still to be 
responsible in our voting.  Any baptised adult who 
considers this to be their church & is regular in 
attendance is eligible to vote.  Nomination forms are 
available now.  To assist in wise appointment, these 
are the roles we’ll be voting on: 
 

Wardens: congregation members responsible for 
the Finance & Property of the church - & in the 
absence of a rector, make sure a suitable 
replacement is found for ministry to continue.   2 
are elected by congregational vote & 1 selected 
by the minister.   

 

Parish Council: an optional group to assist the 
minister & wardens.  Primarily the role of Parish 
Council is administration & governance.   They 
create the conditions for good ministry to happen 
- & are in position to prevent some unwise or 
distracting ministries.   At the AGM we vote 
whether or not to have a PC.  If we decide to have 
one, the minister & wardens are automatically on 
it.  The congregation then vote to elect 3, 6 or 9 to 
PC.  For every 3 elected, the rector selects another 
1. 

 

Treasurer: practically responsible for the financial 
management of the church.  They enact the 
decisions of the wardens & Parish Council.   

 

Nominators: responsible to find a new rector.  Each 
year 5 people are elected for the year, with the 
task of finding a new rector… only if there is a 
vacancy.  

 

Safe Ministry Representative: ensures that every 
church activity promotes & protects the wellbeing 
of children.   

 

Synod Representatives*: part of the diocese 
governance.  We are the western edge of Sydney 
diocese.  273 parishes send their rector & 2 
elected representatives to form the diocese 
decision-making body.  These are elected for 3 
years.  Kris Young & Chris Barnett have just begun 
their latest 3 years, so we don’t need to elect in 
2021.  

 

Prior to the meeting consider who you will ‘lay hands 
on’.  All Christians serve – but not in the same way.  
Look at the life, character & skills of the people you 
vote for.   Vote for those whose godliness & gifts align 
with the role we elect to.  Before voting, people need a 
‘hand on the shoulder’ & encouragement to serve in 
certain ways.  Over the next few weeks, prayerfully ask 
people to stand for positions - & should others invite 
you to, prayerfully consider it. 
 
In Him,  
Mark Smith 



Sermon notes:  
Luke 5v33-6v11 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Keeping in Contact 
Ministry contacts: 
Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
 

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
  

Pastoral contacts (Growth 
Group leaders) 
Peter Avery     6352 3059 
Julie Barnett     6352 2553 
James Barnes     0424 825 369 
Erica Debeuzeville  0466 994 741 
Andrew Doran     0466 734 110 
Ralph Fairbairn     0400 302 901 
Jill Hookham     0403 502 181 
Lauren Hookham    0400 295 427 
Philippe Reyter      6352 1803 
Garry Roberts     0400 075 761 
Julie Roberts     0429 911 643 
Anna Smith      0424 340 687 
Declan Smith     0474 231 223 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
 
 

People I need to contact.  After 

reading this & joining in church, 
who are the one or two people God 
put on my heart to contact & pray 
for? 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 
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Word of encouragement: Blessing others through Growth Group  
Anna Smith (10am congregation) 

 

 

There are many wonderful blessings to me being 

part of a Growth Group. Just one of them is having 

a supportive group of people praying for those 

you long to be part of God’s kingdom. Our Friday 

night growth group this year has committed to 

pray for the 2 people on each of our ‘Values and 

1-2-3 discipleship’ bookmarks. Growth group over 

the years has been an excellent source of 

prayerful support and helpful wisdom for me as 

I’ve considered the best way to help others meet 

Jesus.  

During the course of conversation in our first 

meeting for the year, our Friday morning Growth 

Group hit upon the idea of running an Easter 

event, involving the making of a beautiful Easter 

wreath. Making these wreaths is something some 

of us are keen on, and we have friends who also 

would enjoy the process, and of course stunning 

finished product! 

 

 

We are still in the planning stages, but we hope to 

organise an event which is enjoyable, speaks of 

what Easter means to us and enables us to invite 

our ‘not yet Christian friends’ to meet our 

Christian sisters as we work alongside each other 

making a beautiful wreath. 

Growth Groups are ideal to organise such an 

event. The members are people who are invested 

in supporting each other in the task of making 

disciples, prayerful for one another’s friends, and 

just the right size to have a variety of gifts and 

ideas to get something off the ground. What a gift 

and privilege to partner with each other in this 

way.  

Our idea sprang from a casual conversation, and 

now we are planning an event we are pretty 

excited about. As I write this, I’m wondering what 

sort of ideas other growth groups are exploring as 

they seek to help each other in the task of ‘making 

disciples.’ 

We of course would truly appreciate your prayers 

as we plan and invite. 

Other women not part of our growth group are 

very welcome to come and bring their friends too. 

There will be a cap on numbers because of Covid, 

so pre booking will be necessary. Thursday 

evening, 18th March. Pricing to cover the cost of 

the materials is currently being worked out. When 

the details are finalised, nice looking invitations 

will be available to pass on.   

 
 

 
 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name: ANGLICAN PARISH of LITHGOW DIRECT 
GIVING   
BSB -  062591      Account No. – 10085204 
At the bank - Use the above details to make a deposit at 
the bank (CBA) 
Cheque - Send to PO Box 192 Lithgow, NSW, 2790 

Groups that we are able to pass your 
giving on to 

Some choose to give through us to others (by marking their 
giving).  We can do this for the following groups: AFES; 
Anglican Aid; Anglicare; Arise; BCA; CAP; CMS (Newbys); 
Fresh Food; LCEA; Open Doors; MAF (Hadfields); Pioneers 
(Blair); Winter Appeal; Nungalinya College 



Prayer Points 
 

Collect for Sunday – Lord Jesus Christ, for our sake 
you fasted forty days and forty nights: give us grace 
to use such abstinence that, our flesh being 
subdued to the spirit, we may always obey your 
will in righteousness and true holiness, to your 
honour and glory; for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, for evermore.  
Amen. 
 

Monday - Our Archbishop Glenn Davies retires 
March 26th.  Synod meets to elect a new 
Archbishop in the first week of May.  Give thanks 
for Glenn’s service & pray for the raising up of a 
new leader, shaped by this prayer: Lord God, you 
are our eternal shepherd and guide. In your mercy 
grant your Church in this Diocese a shepherd after 
your own heart who will walk in your ways and 
with loving care watch over your people, that your 
name may be glorified; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Tuesday - Pray for those in authority – that their 
leadership would allow truth & love to flourish in 
our land.  Pray especially for Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison, Premier Gladys Berejiklian & Mayor Ray 
Thompson 
 

Wednesday - Praise God for saving us & making us 
the body of Christ.  Give thanks for the way He’s 
gifted us differently.  Thank Him especially for the 
peace & unity at our AGM; our common purpose 
to know, serve & proclaim Jesus; & those who are 
serving in formal positions in church life. 
 

Thursday - Pray that God might keep transforming 
you by His grace.  Pray in light of Paul’s 
encouragement: Finally, brothers, whatever is true, 
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if 
anything is excellent or praiseworthy--think about 
such things. (Philippians 4v8) 
 

Friday - Intercede for those in great need.  Ask that 
God might not forget them, & that their hope 
might not be taken away.  Remember those sick in 
body, mind & spirit – that they might know God’s 
power to heal & save. 
 

Saturday - Reflect on God’s promise in Zephaniah 
3v17: ‘The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty 
to save. He will take great delight in you, he will 
quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with 
singing’.  Let it lead you to praise God. 
 

Collect for Sunday - We beseech you, almighty 
God, look on the heartfelt desires of your servants, 
and stretch forth the right hand of your power to 
be our defence against all our enemies; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Notices 
 

Church Pre-registration ending. Pre-registration has been 

in place to ensure smooth entry & none turned away.  With the 
extra service & the recognition less & less pre-registered – we are 
doing away with the system.  Our hope is this also means some 
who’ve held back, will feel free to come again.   To keep church 
running smoothly, here’s how we can all help: 
- Arrive 5-10 minutes early for church. 
- Use the QR code (download the service NSW app beforehand), 

then ensure the registrar ‘ticks’ you’ve entered.  We still have to 
abide by number regulations. 

- Offer to enter others without a smart phone as your dependant. 
- If you can’t use QR code or be on someone else’s – there will be 

a sheet to write your name & number. 

 
Accommodation required.  A young Christian man, newly 

employed in Lithgow, is looking for either board or people who 
might want to share in rental.  Contact Mark for more information.  

 
Annual General Meeting. On Sunday March 7th, we have our 

Annual General Meeting – or Vestry meeting.  We meet as a parish 
to celebrate our fellowship; give reports about how God has been at 
work in us; share plans for the future; deal formally with our 
finances; & elect people to serve as Wardens, Parish Councillors, 
Nominators & Safe ministry reps. 
 
The challenges of COVID means we’ll meet 11:45am, 7th March at St 
Paul’s.  We are also looking to provide an overflow in the hall, linked 
through technology.  Nomination forms will soon be available – pray 
for God to raise the right people to serve & boldly nominate those 
you think are gifted.  

 

World Day of prayer.  Friday 5th March, people are gathering in 

our area across denominations to pray.  This year’s focus is Vanuatu.  
This year in Portland, it’s held 2pm at the Uniting Church (Wolgan 
St).  In Lithgow it’s 10am at Lithgow Christian Fellowship (Longworth 
St).  At Portland, they’d welcome someone to read the Bible – 
contact Helen Bowie-Johnson. 

 
KYCK2021.  KYCK is a Christian Conference for High Schoolers, 

held in Katoomba over 4 weekends.    Over 6,000 youth gather to 
hear God speak in His Word – this year from Joshua.  Our youth are 
going April 9-11.  Speak to John Young for further details.  
 

Living in the Next Phase.  The book Living in the Next 

Phase by Andrew Cameron has implications for us in our ministry 
with people in later life both within the Church and our 
communities. As a group, we would love to consider these 
implications. If you would like to share in this discussion, join us at 
Gaye and Peter’s home on Monday 22nd February from 7:30 – 
9:30pm.  All are welcome but so we can ensure we are able to 
provide a socially-distanced environment, please RSVP by Sunday 
21st February to Garry on 0400 0757 761 or Julie on 0429 911 643. 
 

 
 
 


