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Dear Friends, 
 

The gospels are full of tiny details that are worthy of 
attention.  In part, the details in these records of Christ’s 
life are evidence this is history, not fiction.  John’s 
gospel ends with the disciples having an unsuccessful 
night fishing.  The risen Jesus stand on the beach & tells 
them to try again.  They haul in 153 fish (John 21v11).  
The main point is Jesus’ recommissioning them as 
fishers of men & that He’ll provide an abundant catch.  
But why 153?  All the theories scholars have for the 
number suggests a simple point: it really happened.  
Details are evidence of history, not fiction. 
 

Another blessing of ‘detail’ is that details teach us.  They 
show us how to respond.  In John 4, Jesus declares 
himself the source of living water that satisfies eternally 
(4v14) & the long-promised Messiah (v25).  The main 
point of John 4 is revealing Jesus.   But the easily missed 
detail shows us how to respond.   The Samaritan woman 
encounters Jesus & ‘left her water jar, went into town & 
told the men’ to come meet Christ (v28).  Leaving her 
water jar is a small detail.  Until you remember it’s why 
she was there in the first place – to get water!  The 
details reveals her life was overturned by Jesus, her 
priorities shifted from looking to her immediate need, to 
sharing Jesus with those who despised her, that their 
need would be met.   She meets Jesus & becomes an 
‘inviter’. 
 

The details are a great blessing for us.  We know Jesus is 
real.  We know He’s who everyone needs.  In August we 
have a focussed time of inviting so others might 
encounter Jesus for themselves.  A gifted speaker, 
Archie Poulos, will join us on 9th, 16th & 23rd.  The theme 
is ‘Christ: here & beyond’ & will be great for you, your 
friends & family.  We’ll stream at 8am & 10am, so that 
we can pray ‘face to face’ at 3pm (rolling locations).   
You can have others watch it at your place or send them 
the link to watch in the comfort of their home.  This 
August is a chance for us to be ‘inviters’.  Sam Chan 
gives this advice to be a good inviter & take the 
awkwardness away: 
 

1. Try to make your friends their friends.  Many 
people today find the story of Jesus completely strange 
and unbelievable. How strange? Imagine what you 
would think if someone told you they’d been abducted 
by aliens and flown off to Jupiter: that’s how the story 
of Jesus sounds to your friends. It’s a weird story with 
weird miracles and weird ideas.  But what is it that 
makes Christianity seem so weird and implausible? We 

might think that it’s a matter the intellect—reason and 
data. But sociological studies indicate that the most 
important factor for determining what we see as 
plausible is actually social. We find it easier to believe 
something the more people around us believe it. And 
we find it less easy to believe in something when we 
don’t know anyone who believes it.  This is one reason 
why we find it so hard to do evangelism on our own. If 
you’re the one schmuck in that footy club or cooking 
class who believes in Jesus then you’re fighting the 
force of social conditioning. 
A better way is to try to help our non-Christian friends 
to become friends with our Christian friends. We need 
to bring our worlds together. We need to invite our 
non-Christians friends along when we do things with 
our Christian friends. Maybe we should be thinking 
about shared accommodation or having them over for 
family meals (see point 3). 
 

2. Go to their things before inviting them to yours.  If 
we never go along to the things our non-Christian 
friends invite us to, but then expect them to come to 
ours, we’re acting like Amway salesmen. It’s awkward 
and embarrassing and it’s unlikely to work.  But if we 
go along to their things—their kids’ birthday parties, or 
their sporting events, or their graduations, then it’s 
going to be natural for them to come to ours. If the 
“event” we ask them to is just one of the many things 
we do with them it won’t feel so awkward. 
 

3. Prepare the way for the gospel with coffee and 
dinner.  Australians are incredibly private people when 
it comes to their personal lives. They find it threatening 
to talk about serious things; they even find it difficult 
to go into a stranger’s house. They feel uncomfortable 
in private territory—both spiritual and physical. 
That means we Christians need to work at building up 
trust. For example, it’s going to feel awkward if we try 
to talk to them about the Gospel if we haven’t had 
them around for dinner. And they’re not going to be 
ready to come around for dinner until we’ve had them 
around for something more casual like coffee. But even 
coffee might seem a bit much for some people at the 
start. Maybe we need to try something that is a bit 
more casual and public, like a BBQ in the backyard for 
the neighbours or a cheap store-bought-pizza night. 

 

May God work in life’s ‘details’ to bring many to Him 
this August. 
 
In Him, Mark Smith   



Readings: Ecclesiastes 4v7-12  
& Acts 15v36-41 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keeping in Contact 
 
Ministry contacts: 
 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
  

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
  

Office Administration 
Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Fridays 9 – 4pm 
 

People I need to contact.  After 

reading this & joining in ‘church’, 
who are the one or two people God 
put on my heart to contact & pray 
for? 
 

 
  

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 
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Words of encouragement: Caitlin Ogg (Mission Partner, CSU Bathurst)  
 

 
First on my prayer list is the girls I disciple. I am so 
thankful for their faith and constant perseverance to 
keep growing. Since being online I have been blessed 
with such encouragement by their desire to meet up 
regularly, and keep digging into God’s word. I am going 
through some quite difficult passages with those I 
meet up with, and their willingness to struggle in the 
passage with me and ask many questions has brought 
lots of joy to the hours we spend together over the 
screen. As we hit the 6 month mark of the year, I am 
becoming soberly aware of the fact that I only have 
about 6 more months with them in this way, which 
brings a good bit of sadness. 
 

Please pray for these next 6 months that I have with 
them. Pray for wisdom and guidance in how I can best 
encourage, equip, and train them before I say 
goodbye. I have full confidence in the work our Father 
is doing in their hearts, and that even without me 
there, he who began a good work in them will carry it 
to completion when we stand together before him and 
the throne. I would particularly appreciate your 
prayers for A* and M* who are hopefully graduating 
this year and will be sent out to serve God in a new 
season of their life. Pray that these 6 months I will be 
able to lovingly prepare them for this new season. 
 

And thanks be to God that the restrictions have 
lightened here, which means I can meet up with them 
from now on in person and invite them round for 
dinner catch ups and time together.  
  
Secondly our Mid Year Conference is still on, but has 
taken a more online look for this year. We will be 
hosting a three day mini conference with the students 
from Wagga, Orange, Albury and Bathurst. We’ll be 
looking deeply at the character of God and dealing 
with some big tricky words like aseity, immutability 
and God’s love, faithfulness and goodness. It’s a shame 
that we can’t meet physically but thankfully God’s will 
is still in action and we can trust his power over our 
own. 
 

Pray for the students coming along to MYC, that they 
will grow in understanding of God’s character and that 
it may move them to worship God with reverence and 
awe. And please pray for the staff and I as we navigate 

how to connect with the students, through this 
medium to disciple them. 
 

Lastly and personally, please keep praying for me. My 
role has changed so much as I shared when this all 
started. The goals I set for this year, were to grow in 
my capabilities of being a better bible study leader, 
leading strand groups at MYC and NTE were something 
I was really looking forward to help grow me in these 
areas. However, it seems that God’s plans were 
different to mine, and he thinks I need to grow in other 
ways. But I’m just not quite sure what that is right 
now. Currently this apprenticeship is looking more like 
my journalism days, than a ministry apprenticeship. I 
host our Tuesday Night Live show, do a lot of 
production work and planning for that, and do a lot of 
editing and graphic design work. In my stubbornness 
and hard heartedness, I’m struggling to see how God is 
growing me in this area. I also have some hard 
decisions to make in the coming week about what I 
need to focus on for the rest of the year, whether I 
continue scripture or not, what opportunities I have, 
like writing an evangelistic talk for a women's event, or 
new opportunities I have with the students because of 
the changes Covid has brought.  
 

Please pray that I would come to an understanding of 
the work God is doing in my heart through his way and 
not my own, that I may gain a willing and submissive 
heart and that I will make these decisions with wisdom 
that is centred around the cross and God's will not my 
own.  
 

One lesson I have reflected on is how he is answering 
my prayers on dealing with my pride. While I may feel 
quite confident in these tasks, he is helping me see 
that it is not about me and my competency and 
abilities but rather about the cross of Christ, and 
his message being preached weekly. And so there is no 
room for pride and boasting here in myself. I was 
convicted of this over apprentice conference recently, 
and encouraged to seek out how through all that I 
am doing, people may see clearly Christ in all his glory. 
So my prayer is that those watching may forget me and 
what I do during this time and instead see only the 
saviour.  
As always with love and thankfulness,  Cait. 

  

Direct Giving details 
Account Name:  
ANGLICAN PARISH of LITHGOW DIRECT GIVING   
BSB -  062591    Account No. – 10085204 
At the bank  
- Use the above details to make a deposit at the bank 
Cheque - Send to PO Box 192 Lithgow, NSW, 2790 

Giving in the time of COVID-19 
The wardens would encourage all to give online where they are 
able.  If you prefer to give in person, on the first Sunday of each 
month 2 trustworthy people will be on-site to receive offertory.   
The next date is today: Sunday 2nd August:  Lithgow - 11:15-
11:30am; Wallerawang – 11:45am-12:00pm; Portland – 12:15-
12:30pm 



Prayer Points 
 
Collect for Sunday - God our Father, you have 
prepared for those who love you such good things 
as pass man’s understanding: pour into our hearts 
such love towards you, that we, loving you above 
all things, may obtain your promises which exceed 
all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Monday - Reflect on 2 Corinthians 4v16-18 & let it 
shape your prayer: ‘Therefore we do not lose heart. 
Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet 
inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our 
light and momentary troubles are achieving for us 
an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we 
fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is 
unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is 
unseen is eternal.’ 
 
Tuesday – Praise God for His compassion on the 
lost.  Thank Him for His heart as a ‘shepherd’ to 
leave the 99 & bring back the one.  Pray by name 
for those you want Christ to rescue.   
 
Wednesday - Reflect on 2 Corinthians 5v11 & let it 
shape your prayer: ‘Since, then, we know what it is 
to fear the Lord, we try to persuade men. What we 
are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to 
your conscience.’ 
 
Thursday – As we look to our online August 
mission – Christ: here & beyond – pray for Archie 
Poulos as he prepares to speak.  Pray for God to 
speak clearly Archie, that he might speak the 
gospel clearly to us, our friends & family.    
 
Friday - Reflect on 2 Corinthians 5v14-15 & let it 
shape your prayer: ‘For Christ's love compels us, 
because we are convinced that one died for all, and 
therefore all died. And he died for all, that those 
who live should no longer live for themselves but 
for him who died for them and was raised again.’ 
 
Saturday – As the world continues to suffer the 
disruption of COVID-19, pray for God to act 
mercifully.  Pray for him to bring good from evil & 
ask for His kingdom come.  Give thanks for those 
serving on the frontline of battling the pandemic & 
pray for all suffering at this time.  
 
Collect for Sunday - Lord of all power and might, 
the author and giver of all good things, graft in our 
hearts the love of your Name, increase in us true 
religion, nourish us with all goodness, and so by 
your mercy keep us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Notices 
 

Christ: Here & Beyond – Our August Mission.  We 

haven’t paused on ‘proclaiming Jesus’.  Over 3 Sundays in August, 
we have a guest preacher joining us for our mission, ‘Christ: Here & 
Beyond’.  Archie Poulos (head of Moore College’s department of 
ministry) will join us 9th, 16th & 23rd August.  These will be great 
services for friends, family, neighbours & colleagues – especially if 
they don’t yet follow Jesus). 

 

GLOW & ONE: ‘Face to face’. Our Youth & Children’s 

ministries take a break after Friday 26th June.  Our online resources 
are still useful to use & reuse on a Sunday.  They will resume July 
31st ‘face to face’ as the restriction on children’s social distancing is 
lifted (though some restrictions mean the form won’t be exactly as 
before lockdown).  
 

Online Church Times: To create opportunity to meet face to 

face for prayer, from 2nd August, we will only livestream services 
at 8 & 10am each Sunday.  You can catch missed services on 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnuMfxexSgmazKVkzjDCbkw 

 
Prayer meetings in July & August.   Our final prayer 

meeting for July is this Sunday in Lithgow, 19th July at 11:30am. 
These have been a great chance to meet face to face & do the vital 
‘gospel work’ of prayer.  If you intend to come, please let Mark 
know.  RSVP helps in us running it safely & well.  
 
In August, we will hold prayer meetings every Sunday at 3pm: 

Sunday 2nd – Portland (with children’s programme) 
Sunday 9th – Lithgow (with children’s programme) 
Sunday 16th – Wallerawang (Fresh Food Day) 
Sunday 23rd – Portland (with children’s programme) 
Sunday 30th – Lithgow (with children’s programme) 

Decisions have not been made about the format of church in 
September yet. 
 

Southern Cross. Our diocesan paper, Southern Cross, is now 

freely available online.  July’s edition covers: Christian mental 
health & COVID-19; Senior minister shortage; COVID prayer for 
missionaries; Faith when business suffers; PLUS: news, views, 
reviews and more.  Follow the link 
https://issuu.com/sydneyanglicans/docs/sc20_07?fr=sNTNlMTExM
jE0MzQ 
  

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnuMfxexSgmazKVkzjDCbkw
https://issuu.com/sydneyanglicans/docs/sc20_07?fr=sNTNlMTExMjE0MzQ
https://issuu.com/sydneyanglicans/docs/sc20_07?fr=sNTNlMTExMjE0MzQ

