
Parish Newsletter:  
December 19th, 2021 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

At the first Christmas, the Angel comforted Joseph by saying 
Mary’s son will be called ‘Immanuel’ (God with us).   Joseph 
was understandably confused & shaken by the circumstances 
of Mary’s pregnancy.  The angel assured him with 
‘Immanuel’ – God was keeping a promise to save His people;  
‘Immanuel’ – God comes to His people in the least expected 
& most challenging ways;  ‘Immanuel’ – the comfort that 
‘God is with us’.  It comforted Joseph – enabled him to gladly 
obey God.    
 

‘God with us’ is comfort & joy for us too.  A cause for 
gratitude, no matter the year you’ve had.   Psalm 75 opens: 
‘We give thanks to you, O God, we give thanks, for your 
Name is near’.   The proximity of God’s name is more than he 
left a calling card & wandered off.  In Biblical thinking: name 
& being are tied together.  Because God cannot lie or be 
wrong – what he reveals of Himself – His name – is exactly 
who He is.  In John 3v18, to believe in Jesus’ name is to 
believe in Jesus Himself.  To pray in the name of Jesus, is to 
pray in accord with who Jesus is; to pray with Christ’s 
character, mind & purpose.    To have God’s name near, is to 
have God Himself up close. 
 

‘We give thanks to you, O God, we give thanks, for your 
Name is near’.  The line looks forward to the Angel’s 
assurance & the reason for our December celebrations.  At 
Christmas we recall God becoming one of us in the child 
named ‘Jesus’ – meaning ‘YHWH saves’ (the personal name 
for God is written as ‘YHWH’ in the Old Testament); in the 
child called ‘Emmanuel’ – meaning ‘God with us’.  Yes, Christ 
has risen & ascended – but he hasn’t left.  Christ poured out 
His Spirit on all His people & invites us to be ‘baptised into 
the name of the Father, the Son & the Holy Spirit’.  God 
Himself has come close - & remains close.  
 

‘We give thanks to you, O God, we give thanks, for your 
Name is near’.  Knowing Christ, we are invited to be people 
of gratitude.  To be thankful in all circumstances.   GK 
Chesterton said: 

“You say grace before meals. All right. But I say grace 
before the concert and the opera, and grace before the 
play and pantomime, and grace before I open a book, and 
grace before sketching, painting, swimming, fencing, 
boxing, walking, playing, dancing and grace before I dip 
the pen in the ink.”  

Chesterton was showing how the good news opens the 
possibility of gratitude in all sorts of circumstances.  Not just 
that God provides food to sustain – but also hobbies & 
entertainment to delight.   God’s constant presence & 

provision means it’s good & proper for us to feast & give 
generously at Christmas. 
 

‘We give thanks to you, O God, we give thanks, for your 
Name is near’.  We give thanks because we know that 
nothing can separate us from His love.   John 3v16 explains 
Christmas is a recollection of God’s love in giving His Son.  & 
that love will never change.  In Romans 8v31-34, Paul 
celebrates the WORK of God in Christ for us.  Jesus has done 
everything necessary that we can join him one day in glory.   
Jesus Himself intercedes on our behalf.  v33-34, is courtroom 
language of charges & condemnation.  Paul’s recapping what 
he’s already taught in Romans 3v23-24: ‘all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.’  
We stand in the dock – guilty.  Obviously guilty – no hiding it.  
But the very one who has a right to accuse – the only one 
who has acted perfectly – chose not to accuse.  Instead – he 
took our place & died our death on the cross.  Instead of 
accusing us, Jesus is our defence counsel, interceding for us, 
pleading our case.   We give thanks, because all the work 
necessary to take us to glory has been done.  MORE than 
that, Paul delights in the LOVE of God in Christ for us.  This is 
not cold, heartless legalities – v35 ‘Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ?’  He’s more than a defence attorney 
we shake hands with after the trial never to see again – 
Christ loves us & enters into a relationship with us.  & 
Nothing – Nothing – can break it.  Skim over Paul’s list in 
Romans 8 - & nothing from physical pain to the spiritually 
deceptive work of Satan himself can break God’s love for us 
in Christ. 
 

William Cowper was an English lawyer in the 1700s.  He was 
well-educated & respectable, but subject to serious 
depression & schizophrenic episodes.  When he was 32, he 
tried & failed 3 times to commit suicide – driving him to even 
further despair.  Not long after, he came to understand 
Christ’s love for any & every guilty conscience.  Even his.  He 
later wrote a song with these lines:  

There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from 
Emmanuel’s veins; And sinners plunged beneath that 
flood lose all their guilty stains. 

His depression didn’t disappear.  He depended heavily on 
John Newton’s friendship to keep His eyes on Christ the rest 
of his life.  But God’s love for Him in Christ would not let him 
go.  
 

This Christmas - & always – may we be people who give 
thanks to ‘Immanuel’, the God who is near!   
Mark Smith



Sermon notes:  Psalm 22v22-31 & Revelation 3v14-22 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 
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Word of encouragement:   
Christ’s Joy & Comfort at Christmas 

(Kris Young – 10am Congregation) 
 

When I was a kid, I had no problem in finding the joy at Christmas. Everything was 
exciting. From the time we set up the Christmas tree, to the time we sang Christmas 
carols, to opening all those wonderful presents, to stuffing ourselves with food, the 
whole season was joyous. But the joy wouldn’t last for long. Eventually, the ripped 
paper would have to be thrown away, or someone would forget to pre-buy batteries, 
or things would break, or there would be a sugar-rush headache, and the glow would 
slip from the celebration season.  
 
As I get older, so many other things crowded out the pure joy of the season. There’s 
the need to make sure I don’t forget anyone on the Christmas list. There’s stress as we 
navigate end-of-year events through changing COVID protocols. Even the fun of 
decorating is tinged with that background anxiety of whether we’ve done enough this 
year, or whether we’re doing it properly. The frenetic rush of doing is sometimes so 
great that I can’t see the reason behind it all.  
 
So how can there be joy in the middle of all of this angst-ridden hurry? How do we find 
the joy and comfort in Christmas? 
 
God knows that these busy, hurried days aren’t the best for us. Hundreds of years 
before Jesus arrived, God spoke through the prophet Isaiah these words: 

“Why spend money on what is not bread, And your labour on what does not satisfy? 
Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, And you will delight in the richest of fare. 
Give ear and come to me; Listen that you may live.  
I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
My faithful love promised to David.” (Isaiah 55:2-3, NIV) 

 
God steps into our feverish labour and says, “Wait. Listen. I’ve got something better 
for you. A promise.” Not the kind of half-hearted promise we make to eat less meat or 
drink less next year. A rich, deep promise of God’s never-ending love. In our 
selfishness, we couldn’t see this love for what it is, and we ditched the Creator for 
things that don’t feed or satisfy. If someone had treated me that way, I think I’d 
struggle to offer something like ‘faithful love’. But God did! 
 
To the people in Isaiah’s time, it was a promise of something far off in the future. But 
thousands of years later, we get to read about the time when God’s promise came 
true. God’s faithful love turned up as a living and breathing human being: Jesus Christ, 
born as one of us, living and experiencing the broken joys and heartaches of humanity, 
not just to hang out, but to fix this messed-up, tragedy-tinged existence. To offer us 
something that lasts long after the wrapping paper has been recycled, long after the 
post-lunch sleepiness has faded away. Jesus came to offer us God’s everlasting love. 
This Christmas, God offers you his love, too. It’s not a cheap love. To make sure you 
could experience. God’s love properly, Jesus had to pay a heavy price by dying on the 
cross. All you need to do is accept the love God offers you by trusting in Jesus’ finished 
work for you. To the hassled and hurried, Jesus says “Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28). This is the real joy and 
comfort of Christmas, Easter, and every other day of the year, too.  

 

 

Thank you for your generosity! Direct Giving details:  
Account Name: ANGLICAN PARISH of LITHGOW DIRECT GIVING   
BSB -  062591      Account No. – 10085204 
At the bank - Use the above details to deposit at the bank (CBA) 
Cheque - Send to PO Box 192 Lithgow, NSW, 2790 
In person – No offertory bag is passed due to COVID, though you can 
place any gift in the box near the church entrance. 

 
 

Keeping in Contact 
Ministry contacts: 
Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
 

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Community Pastor (Part-time) 
James Barnes      0424 825 369 
james.barnes@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
 

Parish Council 
Sue Engeler    0431 101 476 
Nick McKinney       0450 098 973 
David Moffitt    0409 047 111 
Bronwyn Webb    0416 189 960  
 

Pastoral contacts  
(Growth Group leaders) 
Peter Avery     6352 3059 
Julie Barnett     6352 2553 
James Barnes     0424 825 369 
Erica Debeuzeville  0466 994 741 
Andrew Doran     0466 734 110 
Ralph Fairbairn     0400 302 901 
Jill Hookham     0403 502 181 
Philippe Reyter      0402 515 165 
Garry Roberts     0400 075 761 
Julie Roberts     0429 911 643 
Anna Smith      0424 340 687 
Declan Smith     0474 231 223 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
 

Ministry Teams & Leaders 
Blessing Relationships (Julie 
Roberts): Seeking to strengthen 
relationships in our community (in 
church & beyond) 
 

Mercy Ministry (George Auld): 
seeking to serve spiritual needs by 
meeting physical & emotional 
difficulties.  
 

Reaching Out (James Barnes): 
Seeking to make disciples of Jesus 
from this town & the world. 
 

Youth & Children’s (John Young): 
seeking to make youth & children in 
our town & church disciples of Jesus 



Prayer Points 
 

Sunday Collect: Raise up your great power, Lord and 
come amongst us to save us; that, although through 
our sins we are grievously hindered in running the 
race that is set before us, your plentiful grace and 
mercy may speedily help and deliver us; through the 
sufficiency of your Son our Lord, to whom with you 
and the Holy Spirit be honour and glory, now and for 
ever.  Amen. 
 

Monday – Reflect on the wonder of the Son 
becoming human & let John’s words shape your 
prayers: ’The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory 
of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full 
of grace and truth.’ (John 1v14). 
 

Tuesday – Thank God that he welcomes those who do 
nothing but depend - & calls the children to come to 
him.  Give thanks for the children in your life (family, 
neighbours or those in the local school) & pray that 
they might know & follow Jesus 
 

Wednesday – As Christmas approaches, praise God 
inspired by these lyrics: 

Christ, by highest Heav’n adored; Christ the 
everlasting Lord; Late in time, behold Him come, 
Offspring of a virgin’s womb. Veiled in flesh the 
Godhead see; Hail th’incarnate Deity, Pleased with 
us in flesh to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel. Hark! the 
herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Thursday – Remember our Mission partner Mark 
Muss (Anglicare chaplain to Lithgow Correctional 
Centre).  Pray for God to use him to bring the 
message of true spiritual freedom to all.  Pray for our 
Christian brothers in that institution to shine Christ’s 
light in a dark place. Pray for all prisoners, that they 
might have true peace from the message of 
Christmas.  
 
 

Christmas Eve – Give thanks that Christmas is the 
message of restoration for a broken & hurting world.  
Pray for comfort & relief for all who are suffering at 
this time (physical, emotional, mental, relational & 
spiritual).  Pray they’d find wholeness & healing in 
Jesus – the one born to give hope! 
 

Christmas Day – Almighty God, you have given us 
your only Son to take our nature upon him and as at 
this time to be born of a pure virgin: grant that we, 
being born again and made your children by adoption 
and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever. 
Amen. 
 

Sunday Collect:  Lord our God, you have given us as 
our example the life of Jesus in his home: grant that 
all Christian families may be so bound together in 
love and service that we may rejoice together in your 
heavenly home; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and 
for ever. Amen. 

Notices 
Compassion Sponsorship: Opportunity remains to sponsor a 

child from the Philippines, after Bruce Boyle’s visit on Sunday 5th.  If 
you had taken further time to prayerfully consider sponsoring, the 
profiles of several children are still available.  Contact Mark Smith for 
details.   
 

Changes to Restrictions:  From Sunday 19th, masks are no 

longer be required & there are no capacity limits.  Of course, you are 
welcome to remain masked out of concern for others.  We continue 
to register with QR code in on paper as you enter church. 
 

December Southern Cross:  This month’s Diocesan paper is 

available in print at the back of church. 
 

Christmas 2021:  Christmas is a wonderful time for us to both 

celebrate Christ come to us & invite friends & family to discover the 
JOY He brings to our world.  Postcards 
to aid inviting are available.  Our 
services are: 

6pm, Friday 24th outdoor Carols at 
Portland 
8am, Saturday 25th classic Anglican 
readings & Carols at Lithgow 
10am, Saturday 25th Carols, 
readings & Kid’s spot at Lithgow 
9am, Sunday 26th combined service 
in Lithgow 
3pm, Sunday 26th ‘regular’ service 
at Portland. 

 

Christmas & Beyond:  The Bible Church hosts a Christmas Day 

lunch open to all.  This year requires a TICKET (Available for free at 
the Anglicare store).  If you are able to assist in set-up or running, 
contact Craig Rayner 0456 560 018. 
 

Pop-up Carolers:  All are welcome to celebrate Christmas 

through ‘pop-up’ Carolling in Portland (Tuesday 21st, 7pm outside 
Gindaay) & Cullen Bullen (Thursday 23rd, 7pm school car park).  The 
Carols will be classics.  Contact Janet Baker 0426 830 147. 
 

Summer Services:  For all January only, our services are: 

9am Combined in Lithgow (followed by bacon & egg rolls) 
5pm BBQ Church in Portland (including dinner) 
6pm Monday in Wallerawang (as usual, including dinner) 

 

Summer Social:  All are welcome at the Roberts’ Bush Kitchen 

for a relaxed & fun evening. 6:30pm Friday 21st January 2022 at 
‘Fernbrook’ (Reserve Rd, Marrangaroo).  Bring a chair & something 
to share: salad, drinks, bread or sweets.  RSVP to Garry & Julie. 
 

Fresh Food ‘toiletries sorting’ day:  Our monthly Fresh 

Food Days enable us to offer a ‘help up, rather than a hand out’.  
Our March FFD will increase the help, by offering toiletries as well as 
the usual pantry goods & fresh produce.  If you are able to assist 
sorting these goods on Saturday 22nd January 2022, please contact 
John Wiltshire.  The sorting will happen 9am-1pm.  Even if you can 
only offer an hour, all assistance is welcome.  
 
 

 


