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Dear friends, 

On March 22nd we shifted rapidly to online church.  What 
might’ve been a few weeks has stretched beyond 6 
months with no present end to COVID restrictions in 
sight.  We remain constrained to 100 on the site 
maximum – provided we maintain a 4m2 social distancing.  
Our building capacities are limited Lithgow to 58, Wang to 
20 & Portland to 27 (plus children in a separate hall).  We 
can’t sing congregationally & serving food is possible but 
complicated.   While the circumstances haven’t changed 
largely, our feeling about it may have this far in.  The 
church survey we conducted early on saw about 90% of 
respondents choose to remain online – given what a ‘new 
gathering’ might look like.  That may have changed & the 
leadership of the church want to what is best in this 
situation to keep ‘Knowing Jesus, Serving Jesus & 
Proclaiming Jesus’.   This has involved reflection & 
planning. 
 
Reflecting on the past 6 months, Praise God that He has 
been still at work.  We’ve faithfully produced church 
services weekly that allow us to engage with God through 
word, song & prayer.  We’ve maintained a form of 
community through interviews & online chat.  We’ve seen 
new people visit (some believers from other churches, 
some unbelievers), housebound congregants re-join & 
regulars sustained.  Numbers are difficult to determine 
(not least, you can only count screens, not viewers), but 
the table gives a sense: 

 
The high point was Easter.  The complicating factors to 
understand the graph are the increase of ‘home church’ 
viewing & the reduction of streaming times at the start of 
August.  At the same time the services are uploaded to 
youtube for catch-up & sharing.  Anyone can look at the 
viewing numbers, but they range from 48 (3 days after 
the most recent service) to over 400.   Again it’s hard to 
make complete sense of these figures, as it could be the 
same people re-watching, or people watching small 
sections. 
 
At the same time, we produce 65 full printouts of the 
service, sermon & newsletter weekly, that reach both 

members & non-attenders.    We’ve experimented with 
face to face opportunities of prayer meetings (with 
children’s programmes) as well as post-church zoom 
meetings & encouraging ‘home church viewings’.    
 
The obvious blessing is that online is faithful, safe, 
shareable (you can invite others) & open to all.  The 
obvious drawback is that it isn’t the ‘real church’ of face 
to face – harder for encouragement & bringing new 
people into the community of church life.     
 
Planning ahead, We want everyone to be growing & 
maturing as Christ’s disciples.   As such we are still taking 
things month by month.  In November, we will continue 
to meet online as we have been at 8am & 10am.  In 
addition, we will be trialling some face to face ‘new 
gatherings’.   ‘New’ in the sense that it will be church, but 
not as we remember it.   These meetings will still have the 
Bible read & explained, as well as the opportunity to pray.  
We will be together – but everyone spaced 1.5 metres 
apart in set seating.  We will have a time of ‘open 
encouragement’ where any can share of God’s work in 
their life.  Should we choose to have a song (still to be 
confirmed) it will be an item, as congregational signing is 
not allowed.    The dates & locations of these planned 
gatherings are: 

1st November – 3pm at Portland (with children’s 
programme) 
8th November – 8am at Lithgow 
15th November – NONE, as we have our Fresh Food Day 
22nd November – 10am at Lithgow (with children’s 
programme) 
29th November – 12:30 at Wallerawang. 

 
Potentially, this is a great chance to reconnect to each 
other & build others up in the faith.  For these ‘live, face-
to-face’ meetings to happen, we need a response.  We 
need to have a team of volunteers who will register, 
usher & clean.  Ideally, if someone would like to take the 
role of ‘co-ordinating compliance’ would be a blessing.  
Please contact me if you’d like to serve this way.  If we 
don’t have the volunteers in place beforehand, we won’t 
be able to proceed.  The other response is registering 
your intent to come, even if you aren’t in a position to 
serve.  With limited numbers, we are assisted by knowing 
who intends to come. 
 
As we continue to look ahead, keep praying that God 
might do His great work, 
In Him, 
Mark Smith 



Bible Readings:  
OT: Psalm 112 
NT: 2 Corinthians 9v1-15 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Keeping in Contact 
Ministry contacts: 
Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
On annual leave 28th September to 
5th October  
  

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
  

Pastoral contacts (Growth 
Group leaders) 
Peter Avery     6352 3059 
Julie Barnett     6352 2553 
James Barnes     0424 825 369 
Andrew Doran     0466 734 110 
Ralph Fairbairn     0400 302 901 
Jill Hookham     0403 502 181 
Lauren Hookham    0400 295 427 
Philippe Reyter      6352 1803 
Garry Roberts     0400 075 761 
Julie Roberts     0429 911 643 
Anna Smith      0424 340 687 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
 

Office Administration 
Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Fridays 10am – 12pm 
 

People I need to contact.  After 

reading this & joining in ‘church’, 
who are the one or two people God 
put on my heart to contact & pray 
for? 

   

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 
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Word of encouragement: Growth Groups in Covid-Restrictions  
(Andrew Doran -10am) 

 

 

This year has certainly been an interesting one for 
growth groups and it has been no different for the 
Wednesday night gathering. At the start of this year 
we were really enjoying meeting at Scott and 
Tiarne’s place with a new location and some 
wonderful new faces too (little Theo and Nora were 
just a couple of the new faces)! But it seemed that 
just as we were settling in, God had something else 
in store for us, for our church, and indeed, our 
world!  
 
Yes, the coronavirus had landed in Australia, lock 
downs began, and our regular meetings stopped….. 
until that is, after a fortnight or so, we gave Zoom a 
try. It was never going to be the same as being 
together in one place but there have been some nice 
surprises along the way. Zoom has made it easier for 
parents with young children to attend and we have 
also had people join us for growth group while they 
have been away on holidays or while not feeling 
100% and waiting on COVID test results. None of this 
would have been possible at our preferred face to 
face gatherings.  
 
We have been able to spend some more time 
catching up as part of our zoom meetings before 
praying and opening the bible. This has been helpful 
while we have missed all the usual opportunities to 

check in with each other. With the time limits of the 
zoom platform, we have also learned to go with the 
flow and not expect everything to work perfectly. 
Usually it doesn’t and that is always good for 
teaching us humility. 
Unable to pour efficiently through a set number of 
study questions, it has been encouraging to see how 
much depth has been discovered in the bible 
passages as the group focussed largely on the text. 
This was helped greatly by the simple study guides 
used in the Psalms and John’s gospel series. By 
God’s goodness, most of us have been able to 
continue meeting and encouraging each other with 
his word despite the last 6 months of physical 
separation.  
 
We have now trialled meeting in small groups of 
three or four in one place and zooming in together 
to connect with the others. It is hoped that this may 
assist those who have found Zoom and internet 
connection difficult. We hope that this mode might 
make it easier for everyone to come along without 
losing those ‘surprising’ benefits that Zoom has 
provided. It is still early days on that one but one 
way or another, the Lord Jesus builds his church. We 
can certainly look forward to looking back to see 
how his hand worked through this year to 
strengthen and mature his people the world over. 

 

 

Giving during COVID-19 
The wardens would encourage all to give 
online where they are able.  If you prefer to 
give in person, on the first Sunday of each 
month 2 trustworthy people will be on-site 
to receive offertory.   The next date is: 
Sunday 1st November:   

Lithgow - 11:15-11:30am;  
Wallerawang – 11:45am-12:00pm;  
Portland – 12:15-12:30pm 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name: ANGLICAN PARISH 
of LITHGOW DIRECT GIVING   
BSB -  062591 
Account No. – 10085204 
At the bank - Use the above 
details to make a deposit at the 
bank 
Cheque - Send to PO Box 192 
Lithgow, NSW, 2790 

Groups we are able to pass 
your giving on to 

Some choose to give through us to others 
(by marking their giving).  We can do this 
for the following groups: AFES; Anglican 
Aid; Anglicare; Arise; BCA; CAP; CMS 
(Newbys); Fresh Food; LCEA; Open Doors; 
MAF (Hadfields); Pioneers (Blair); Winter 
Appeal; Nungalinya College 



Prayer Points 
 
Collect for Sunday - Lord God, without 
you, we are not able to please you; 
mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit 
may in all things direct and rule our 
hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
Monday - Praise God, reflecting on His 
power.  Knowing the chaos of this year, 
recall Psalm 93v1-2 ‘The LORD reigns, 
he is robed in majesty; the LORD is 
robed in majesty and is armed with 
strength. The world is firmly established; 
it cannot be moved.  Your throne was 
established long ago; you are from all 
eternity.’ 
 
Tuesday - Remember the sick & 
grieving.  Pray that they might 
experience God as ‘the father of 
compassion & God of all comfort’ (2 
Corinthians 1v3-4) 
 
Wednesday - Reflecting on Psalm 112v1 
(‘Praise the LORD. Blessed is the man 
who fears the LORD, who finds great 
delight in his commands’) pray that our 
church family would find great delight 
in Christ’s ways. 
 
Thursday - Pray for all Christian people, 
shaped by our church values: ‘Growing 
as Christ’s disciple-making disciples’; 
‘Devotion to prayer & studying the 
Bible’; ‘Investing deeply in Christian 
Fellowship’; & ‘Seeking justice through 
loving service’ 
 

Friday - Give thanks for the Holy Spirit’s 
work on our behalf – pleading our 
cause, convicting us of truth & 
interceding when we don’t know what 
to pray 
 

Saturday - Ask forgiveness for all your 
sins – things you’ve done & things 
you’ve failed to do.  Ask with full 
confidence in Christ’s delight to forgive. 
 

Collect for Sunday - Almighty and 
merciful God, of your bountiful 
goodness keep us from everything that 
may hurt us, that we may be ready in 
body and soul cheerfully to accomplish 
whatever you want us to do; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Notices 
 

Southern Cross. Our diocesan paper, Southern Cross, is freely available 

online.  October’s edition covers: ‘Rugby League Chaplaincy; The problem with 
race; Melbourne’s COVID struggle; China re-writing John 8; Religious freedom; 
PLUS: news, views, reviews and more.  Follow the link 
https://sydneyanglicans.net/southerncross   
If you would like a printed copy of Southern Cross, please contact Mark. 

 

October Fresh Food Day – Sunday 18th.  Our Fresh Food days are a 

‘help up, not a handout’.   Even better, they are a chance to build connections 
with our community – demonstrating God’s love & giving chances to speak of 
Christ.  In partnership with Anglicare, we offer pre-packed pantry goods ($5 per 
bag) & fresh food (we pack here, $2 per bag).   
Volunteers are always needed: Friday 16th October to receive & pack (12:30-
2pm); Sunday 18th to distribute at Lithgow (11:15-12:30) & Portland (4:15-
5:30).  Contact Mark to be involved 
 

Building a safer community.  Help us to build a safer and more 

supportive Anglican Church for people who have experienced domestic 
violence. Join a research project aimed to help improve church practices. If you 
have had an experience of domestic violence and a current or previous link with 
the Anglican Church, please share your perspective. The online survey is 
anonymous and anyone can take part. Go to 
surveys.ncls.org.au/NAFVP/experience to find out more.  
 

‘Invite someone Home’ for online church – 25th October  
Given the challenges of this period, in October we pause our 3pm prayer 
meetings to create space for other opportunities for community on a Sunday.  
On October 25th, ‘invite someone home’ for online church.  Copying the model 
of some, invite another (or a few) to watch online church with you & enjoy 
catching up afterwards.  A great chance to reconnect with those beyond your 
Growth Group – especially those who might not have access to online church.  
 

Trialling ‘New Gatherings’ in November.  As the cover letter 

discusses, we are hoping to meet face to face for a form of church in 
November, even as we continue online.  The dates & locations are: 

1st November – 3pm at Portland (with children’s programme) 
8th November – 8am at Lithgow 
15th November – NONE, as we have our Fresh Food Day 
22nd November – 10am at Lithgow (with children’s programme) 
29th November – 12:30 at Wallerawang. 

If you can serve in ushering, registration, cleaning or ‘co-ordinating 
compliance’, please contact Mark. 

 

Living in the next phase (Book discussion): Saturday 31st 
October   Andrew Cameron’s book is useful to think through life & godliness 

in both the comfortable & uncomfortable stages of later life.  The book is 
available from www. deaconessministries.org.au or 1300 896 530.   
All who are approaching or in that stage are welcome to meet & reflect on the 
issues the book raises (under Julie & Garry Roberts’ guidance).   A Covid-safe 
face to face gathering will be at Erica & Ian DeBeuzeville’s, 10-11am on 
Saturday 31st October.  To make the most of the time, read the book noting: 
light bulbs (what stands out for you), question marks for what you don’t 
understand and arrows for what applies for you 
It’s still possible to join that meeting, simply contact the Roberts (Garry 0400 
075 761 or Julie 0429 911 643) 
 

 

https://sydneyanglicans.net/southerncross

