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Dear friends, 
 
This year has not been easy.  Yet, as God taught us in 2 
Corinthians 12 last Sunday, His grace is sufficient.  God 
can use ‘fleshly thorns’ for our good – even if the devil 
wants to torment us by hardship.  Without being trite – or 
minimising the pain this year has been – we need to keep 
reflecting on our circumstances shaped by God’s Word.   
This is especially true the more painful you’ve found 
COVID-restrictions.  Brian Rosner’s reflections on 
‘Coronavirus crisis as wilderness’ are very helpful in our 
reflection: 
 

‘All of God’s people effectively live in the wilderness, in 
between the times of our past redemption and our final 
rest. Indeed, First Corinthians and Hebrews directly 
address believers in Christ as wilderness Christians (1Cor. 
10:1–13; Heb. 3:16–19). Today, with so many 
restrictions and privations in place, we might feel that 
this comparison rings especially true. 
 

What, then, is God doing when we find ourselves in the 
wilderness? Moses, in a text that Jesus turns to in his 
own wilderness experience, answers the question: 
 

Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in 
the wilderness these forty years, to humble and test you 
in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not 
you would keep his commands. He humbled you, causing 
you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which 
neither you nor your ancestors had known, to teach you 
that man does not live on bread alone but on every word 
that comes from the mouth of the Lord. Your clothes did 
not wear out and your feet did not swell during these 
forty years. 5 Know then in your heart that as a man 
disciplines his son, so the Lord your God disciplines you. 
(Deuteronomy 8:2-5) 
 

God does three things for those stuck in the wilderness. 
 
1. God Tests Us.  God uses the wilderness to determine 
“what is in our hearts” and discover the limits of our 
obedience. Sadly, Israel failed the test, instead testing 
him ten times (Num 14:22) in return, by grumbling 
(Exod. 14–17; Num. 11) and committing idolatry (Exod. 
32; Num. 25; Deut. 9:7). 
 

Times of difficulty lay bare the condition of our hearts. In 
our present wilderness we do well to be vigilant against 
the sins of sloth, selfishness and self-indulgence, along 

with grumbling and idolatry. This is a time when the 
false gods of nationalism and greed enlist new 
worshippers. It is a time to take stock and to rediscover 
what really matters , for “where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also” (Matt 6:21). 
 
2. God Provides for Us.  The good news in Israel’s 
sojourn in the wilderness was that God provided manna, 
quail, and water from the rock. He continued to lead 
them, despite their disobedience. Their clothes did not 
wear out and their feet did not swell. 
 

Troubling times can cause us to doubt the goodness of 
God. The key thing is to notice and celebrate the 
evidence of God’s kindness and continued care—even 
amidst the hardship and adversity. We might remember 
to be thankful for the necessities of life, modern 
medicine and health professionals, continued contact 
with family, friends and colleagues in new ways, more 
time to notice birds and lilies , online church , and so on. 
In the wilderness, it is natural to lament what God has 
taken away; we should also thank God for what he gives 
us. 
 

3. God Forms Us as His Children.  God used Israel’s time 
in the wilderness to humble the nation, “as a man 
disciplines his son.” God turned the various tribes of 
former Egyptian slaves into a nation. At the end of their 
wilderness experience they had become one people, 
under one God, with one national goal: the conquest of 
Canaan. God can use the discomfort and privations of 
the wilderness for our good. His ultimate purpose is to 
conform us to the image of his Son. 
 

Problems arise for our life stories when something 
unexpected—we might even say, unscripted—comes 
along. This COVID-19 crisis is such a time. No one saw it 
coming, and the upheaval is so enormous that many 
people feel like they have lost the plot and are acting out 
of character. One thing’s for sure, we’re all keen to start 
a new chapter of our lives! 
 

Nevertheless, it is good to remember that extended 
periods of restriction, isolation and deprivation appear 
regularly in the story of the people of God. What is God 
doing in such times? He is revealing our hearts. He is 
providing for us and reassuring us of his goodness. He is 
forming us as his children.’ 

 
In Him,  
Mark Smith 



Bible Readings:  
OT: Job 37v23-24 
NT: 2 Corinthians 13 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Keeping in Contact 
Ministry contacts: 
Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
 

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
  

Pastoral contacts (Growth 
Group leaders) 
Peter Avery     6352 3059 
Julie Barnett     6352 2553 
James Barnes     0424 825 369 
Andrew Doran     0466 734 110 
Ralph Fairbairn     0400 302 901 
Jill Hookham     0403 502 181 
Lauren Hookham    0400 295 427 
Philippe Reyter      6352 1803 
Garry Roberts     0400 075 761 
Julie Roberts     0429 911 643 
Anna Smith      0424 340 687 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
 

Office Administration 
Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Fridays 10am – 12pm 
 

People I need to contact.  After 

reading this & joining in ‘church’, 
who are the one or two people God 
put on my heart to contact & pray 
for? 

  

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 
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Word of encouragement: ‘Church at Home’  
(‘Experiencing online church’, Peter Avery – 10am) 

 

 

In my experience, meeting together as God's 

forgiven people face to face is a wonderful 

blessing. I look forward to Sunday church, coming 

into God's presence with others, singing with 

gusto songs that express God's truth, praying 

together, hearing God speaking when the Bible is 

read and explained. Regardless of how things are 

going in my life, at church I am reminded each 

week of the Gospel of grace, of God's free offer of 

forgiveness knowing Jesus has done it all on my 

behalf! I need to be reminded of that regularly. 

Being able to meet in a large group, be 

encouraged and encourage others is something I 

treasure. 

However, that face to face gathering has not been 

my experience of church for more than seven 

months with Covid-19. It has been a difficult time 

indeed. On line church at home can never replace 

the face to face experience of meeting with a 

large group of people. But praise God, his 

purposes for the world are not defeated by 

restrictions brought about by a pandemic.  

Gaye, Leah and I have met in our lounge room for 

online church and had the joy of meeting with 

other members of our Growth Group. We've had 

up to four others at any one time. One of our joys 

has been to enjoy a cuppa afterward and chat 

together. It's great to know that God is present 

when two or three are gathered in his name, not 

just when meeting in a large group. One thing we 

have particularly enjoyed is hearing the stories of 

how people came to know Jesus. These 

testimonies have encouraged us to do the same 

thing in our Growth Group. Last Tuesday Gary 

Eather shared his story that he'd written down, 

being challenged at a wedding he attended about 

50 years ago to move from being a Sunday 

Christian to one who is committed to Christ with 

his whole life. That was a great encouragement for 

others to hear how God has worked in Gary's life.  

Not being able to meet in a large group for Sunday 

church has been difficult this year, but online 

church with a small group has been a joy. God is 

good! 

Peter Avery 

 

 

Giving during COVID-19 
The wardens would encourage all to give 
online where they are able.  If you prefer to 
give in person, on the first Sunday of each 
month 2 trustworthy people will be on-site 
to receive offertory.   The next date is: 
Sunday 6th December:   

Lithgow - 11:15-11:30am;  
Wallerawang – 11:45am-12:00pm;  
Portland – 12:15-12:30pm 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name: ANGLICAN PARISH 
of LITHGOW DIRECT GIVING   
BSB -  062591 
Account No. – 10085204 
At the bank - Use the above 
details to make a deposit at the 
bank (CBA) 
Cheque - Send to PO Box 192 
Lithgow, NSW, 2790 

Groups we are able to pass 
your giving on to 

Some choose to give through us to others 
(by marking their giving).  We can do this 
for the following groups: AFES; Anglican 
Aid; Anglicare; Arise; BCA; CAP; CMS 
(Newbys); Fresh Food; LCEA; Open Doors; 
MAF (Hadfields); Pioneers (Blair); Winter 
Appeal; Nungalinya College 



Prayer Points 
 
Collect for Sunday - Father in heaven, keep your 
household the church steadfast in faith and love, 
that through your protection it may be free from 
all adversities, and may devoutly serve you in 
good works to the glory of your name; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen 
 
Monday - Praise God for His gentleness.  Give 
thanks that he doesn’t treat as us our sins 
deserve, but in Christ has removed them as far as 
east is from the west.  
 
Tuesday - Reflect on Christ’s great commission: 
‘make disciples of all nations, baptising them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 
I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age.’  Pray for all 
Christ’s people to be disciple-making disciples.  
Pray for those in your life who aren’t yet 
followers of Jesus. 
 
Wednesday - Give thanks that God shows no 
favouritism.  Pray that this aspect of God’s 
character would be obvious in your life, & in the 
life of our church. 
 
Thursday - Pray for all marriages and families in 
Australia. Use & adapt the following prayer: 
Heavenly Father, grant that our families may be 
places of communion and prayer, authentic 
schools of the Gospel and small domestic 
Churches. Make us ever more mindful of the 
sacredness and beauty of the family in God’s 
plan. 
 
Friday - Reflect on the lyrics of this hymn, & let it 
lead you to praise: 

Nothing in my hand I bring, Simply to the cross I 
cling; 
Naked, come to Thee for dress; Helpless look to 
Thee for grace; 
Foul, I to the fountain fly; Wash me, Saviour, or 
I die. 

 
Saturday - Give thanks that God cares for the 
widow & orphan – those in great need & 
vulnerability.  Pray for those in our community in 
weakness, to find peace & protection in Christ.   
 
Collect for Sunday - God our refuge and strength, 
the author of all godliness, hear the devout 
prayers of your church: and grant that what we 
ask in faith we may surely obtain; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, Amen 
   

Notices 
 

Online Church in November.  Every week in November, we 

continue to stream church at 8 & 10am.  This is still a great ‘first step’ 
into church for those who’ve never been in our buildings! 
 

Trialling ‘New Gatherings’ in November.  We plan to meet 

face to face for a form of church in November, even as we continue 
online.  Our first was in Portland last Sunday.  The coming dates & 
locations are: 

15th November – NONE, as we have our Fresh Food Day 
22nd November – 10am at Lithgow (with children’s) 
29th November – 12:30 at Wallerawang. 

To make this a reality, we need to use our gifts in love.  If you can 
serve in ushering, registration, cleaning or ‘co-ordinating compliance’, 
please contact Mark. 

 

CAP Home Budgeting Course. CAP Money is a free course to 

help people manage their money better, learn to budget, save and 
spend well.  The course runs over 3 weeks (one night a week for about 
2 hours) and is a great way for church members & the broader 
community to hone their financial skills, and alleviate financial 
stress.  We are looking to run another course prior to Christmas for 
those interested.  If you are, or know someone who might be, please 
contact Chris Barnett at chrisjbarnett@bigpond.com or 0419 437 339. 
 

November Fresh Food Day – Sunday 15th.  In partnership 

with Anglicare, we offer pre-packed pantry goods ($5 per bag) & fresh 
food (we pack here, $2 per bag).  Volunteers are always needed: 
Friday 13th November to receive & pack (12:30-2pm); Sunday 15th to 
distribute at Lithgow (11:15-12:30) & Portland (4:15-5:30).  Contact 
Mark.  Don’t underestimate the joy of serving alongside church family 
at this time. 
 

Southern Cross. Our diocesan paper, Southern Cross, is freely 

available online.  November’s edition covers: Rejoicing at the opening 
of Stanhope Gardens; Getting the most out of church; The War you 
didn't know about.  Feature articles include Discipling screen-native 
kids; The new Christian sports show; Cranmer's strategy for 
evangelism.  Follow the link https://magazine.sydneyanglicans.net/    
If you would like a printed copy of Southern Cross, please contact 
Mark. 
 

Christmas 2020.  This year has been ‘dark’, but Christmas we 

reminds us light came into the world.  Due to COVID restrictions (not 
singing), we won’t 
have our traditional 
Carols service.  
Christmas Eve & 
Morning, we will have 
opportunities to 
celebrate Christ both 
online & in person.  
Details will be out next 
week, but even now be 
praying for those you’ll 
invite.  

 
 

mailto:chrisjbarnett@bigpond.com
https://magazine.sydneyanglicans.net/

