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Why would you bother being a Christian? 
My life is too full as it is…. 

Dan Paterson from questioningchristianity.com tackles this 
question as many of our friends and family use this as an 
excuse not to come to church or not to listen to you talk 
God at the Saturday BBQ. We need to be reminded of what 
purpose we find in Jesus. Dan was once an apatheist, not an 
atheist against Christianity but also not a Christian just 
somewhere in between happily keeping God at arm’s 
length. Now as a Christian evangelist he writes of three 
reasons why you should bother with Jesus. 

“First, the big questions Why is there something rather than 
nothing? What accounts for the rational order of the 
universe? Who are we as human beings? Why are we here? 
From what spring does our consciousness and free will 
originate? Why is right, right, and wrong, wrong? 

Without stifling scientific enquiry into any of these 
questions, the Christian story provides the foundational 
answer that behind the material universe lies an eternal 
mind and that human beings are purposefully made in the 
image of God…. 

This surprising explanatory power of God and the Christian 
story is what prompted C.S. Lewis, having converted from 
atheism to Christianity, to pen these insightful words: “I 
believe in Christianity as I believe the sun has risen, not only 
because I see it, but because by it I see everything else.”  

In effect, Lewis argues that beyond the direct evidence for 
the truth of Christianity, you should take the Christian story 
seriously because of the way it sheds light upon the 
landscape of reality. Perhaps this is one feature of what 
Jesus meant by his claim to be the light of the world (John 
8:12). 

A second reason to rethink apatheism is that, if the Christian 
story is true, then only Jesus offers the cure for our terminal 
human condition. It is no secret that there is something 
seriously wrong with the world. Simply scrolling through our 
newsfeed is all the evidence we need to know that the train 
of this world has left the tracks. And whereas every big 
story, religious or secular, tries to diagnose the fundamental 
problem, the Christian story offers a unique answer.  

According to Jesus, the heart of the human problem is the 
problem with the human heart. That having been created 
for good by God—to love God and love others—we have all 
become damaged by evil. 

To steal a phrase from Alexander Solzhenitsyn, when we look 
deep inside we discover that the dividing line of good and evil 
passes through every human heart, such that none of us are 
wholly innocent. The tragedy of this fall, from who we were 
meant to be to who we are, and the fallout of our collective 
failure, is seen in the very real suffering that now permeates 
our planet. And as much as we might feel fine right now—
untouched by the symptoms of suffering and despair—Jesus’ 
prognosis is that our evil is terminal. Sin leads inescapably to 
death, and judgment thereafter. 

This language about judgment can sound heavy, and no doubt 
it should. But it is in the context of being totally seen, warts and 
all, that we discover just how loved we truly are by God. For 
when we were indifferent towards God, even when we were 
hostile, God demonstrated the depths of His love for us…..  

 

One final reason to rethink apatheism is that God is far 
better than anyone or anything else that we have. Again, 
if the Christian is true, then you and I were made for a 
relationship with God, such that the deepest contours of 
our human nature long for intimacy with our Creator. 

The book of Ecclesiastes in the Old Testament explores the 
insights of a kingly figure who, like many in our world, tries to 
fill that God shaped hole with someone or something else. He 
recounts his extensive romantic and sexual exploits (women), 
the vast projects he undertook (work), the riches he 
accumulated (wealth), and the pragmatic insight he acquired 
(wisdom), but in the end his conclusion was that none of it 
ultimately satisfies. If this is all there is to life, where in a 
godless universe death will simply wash our existence away, 
then anything we do is a chasing after the wind. Everything is 
meaningless. Nothing ultimately satisfies. 

When Jesus turns up on the stage of planet earth he describes 
Himself as the bread of life (John 6:35) and as living water 
(John 4:14). God and God alone can satisfy these deep soul 
hungers that are at the core of who we are, which is why Jesus 
spoke of Himself as coming to offer us life to the full (John 
10:10), infusing meaning and beauty into all of life in a way 
that cannot be robbed from us the way something or someone 
else can.” 

Is it worth bothering with Jesus? My experience, it 
certainly is and nothing this life throws at me has shown a 
better option than complete dependence on Christ.  

Living for Him,   Your brother in Christ James Barnes. 
 



Sermon notes:  Psalm 32 & Ephesians 2v1-10 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 
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 Word of Encouragement 
Ian Carmichael – Editor - Matthias Media  

Dear growth group member, 
 

I know the train of thought—I have it too. It’s been a busy day at work, and it’s just 
beginning to wind down. My mind turns to the commute home and the evening ahead. 
Oh, that’s right: tonight is Bible study night. I was already feeling physically and mentally 
tired, and now I realise I’ve got to get home, do a quick turn around on dinner, then up 
and out in the cold to head to my home group. Or,  I could stay home, get those nagging 
chores done, quickly watch the next episode of that Netflix series I’ve been enjoying, 
and get to bed at a time more in keeping with the level of fatigue I’m feeling. I’m sure 
my group and the leaders will understand. They always do. 
 

Here are five quick reasons to intentionally derail that train of thought and go to 
growth group. 
 

Because it’s grace, not law:   Of course, going to growth group is not about earning God’s 
approval. Being a Christian isn’t about rule-keeping: “thou shalt go to Bible study every 
week”. And that’s why I should go—because studying God’s word is a joyous reminder of 
God’s amazing grace to me. 
 

Because showing up is a powerful ministry   When I show up at growth group, my action 
testifies to two things: that God and what he has to say is important to me, and that the 
people in my group are important to me. The fact that I gave up my comfortable (self-
focused) night and made the effort to come to meet with God and you should be an 
incredibly encouraging thing for you, as indeed you coming to meet with God and me 
should be encouraging to me. When you think about it, before we even open our 
mouths in the group, we have encouraged each other deeply just by being there. 
 

Because someone is giving you a gift:   Have you ever given someone an expensive gift, 
only for them not to seem to value it at all—perhaps even leave it behind? That’s what 
it’s like for a Bible study leader who has invested considerable time preparing a study to 
help me understand the riches of God’s word, only for me not to show up at the last 
minute. That leader is giving me a gift; I should try to be an appreciative recipient. 
 

Because habits matter:   We all know the verse in Hebrews 10 about “not neglecting to 

meet together, as is the habit of some” (v. 25). I wonder if we tend to read that verse as 

being all about Sunday church? But I’m sure it’s not limited to that; it’s about meeting 

together to encourage each other and stir one another up to love and good works. We are 

doing that in our home groups, not just in our Sunday church. So don’t neglect it. Don’t 

make it a habit to not go; make it a habit to go. 
 

Because it always feels better just after growth group than just before:   I don’t know 
where they come from—although there seems to be a bit of a sulphurous smell 
attached to them—but the negative feelings I have just before Bible study don’t prove 
right. I am almost always glad I went. Don’t trust your pre-Bible study feelings. 
 

Perhaps you can think of other or better reasons for going to growth group than my five. 
Whatever they are, preach them to yourself every week. 
 
Warmly, Ian 

    

Keeping in Contact 
 

Acting Rector 
Bruce Dingwall   0422 305 984 
Sunday & Monday only.  
 

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Community Pastor (Part-time) 
James Barnes      0424 825 369 
james.barnes@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham    0403 506 693 
David Moffitt          0409 047 111 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
 

Parish Council 
Billinda Auld            0499 015 456 
Sue Engeler     0431 101 476 
Nick McKinney       0450 098 973 
Bronwyn Webb    0416 189 960  
 

Pastoral contacts  
(Growth Group leaders) 
Peter Avery     6352 3059 
Julie Barnett     6352 2553 
James Barnes     0424 825 369 
Ray Christison        0419 438 609 
Toni Dean               0413 661 400 
Erica de Beuzeville  0466 994 741 
Andrew Doran     0466 734 110 
Ralph Fairbairn     0400 302 901 
Jill Hookham     0403 502 181 
Philippe Reyter      0402 515 165 
Garry Roberts     0400 075 761 
Julie Roberts     0429 911 643 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
 

Ministry Teams & Leaders 
Blessing Relationships (Julie Roberts): 
Seeking to strengthen relationships in 
our community (in church & beyond) 
 

Mercy Ministry (George Auld): seeking 
to serve spiritual needs by meeting 
physical & emotional difficulties.  
 

Reaching Out (James Barnes): 
Seeking to make disciples of Jesus from 
this town & the world. 
 

Youth & Children’s (John Young): 
seeking to make youth & children in our 
town & church disciples of Jesus 

Thank you for your generosity! Direct Giving details:  
Account Name: ANGLICAN PARISH of LITHGOW DIRECT GIVING   
BSB -  062591      Account No. – 10085204 
At the bank - Use the above details to deposit at the bank (CBA) 
Cheque - Send to PO Box 192 Lithgow, NSW, 2790 
In person – No offertory bag is passed due to COVID, though you can 
place any gift in the box near the church entrance. 
Enid Stahl Trust – Please mark any additional gifts ‘Enid Stahl’ (whether 
in a marked envelope, or with direct transfer) 



 
Prayer Points 

 

Sunday Collect - Almighty God, whom 
truly to know is everlasting life: Grant 
us so perfectly to know your Son 
Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, 
and the life, that we may steadfastly 
follow his steps in the way that leads 
to eternal life; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
Monday - Praise Christ for serving us 
at great cost.  Pray that God might 
grow in you the same attitude of 
humility in serving Him & others. 
 
Tuesday - Give thanks for all willing to 
stand for election & represent us.  
Pray for our nation’s & unity as we 
head to another vote.  Ask God to 
place over us leadership that will see 
His kingdom flourish & His will done 
on earth. 
 
Wednesday - Remember the sick, 
ageing & dying.  Pray for those who 
live in fear of death & its’ dark 
shadow.  Pray that they might find 
hope through faith in the Risen Jesus. 
 
Thursday - Give thanks for God’s 
great works – both creation & 
salvation.  Pray that we might all work 
like Him – to bless others & build 
loving communities.  Pray for those 
whose work is unfulfilling, dangerous 
or stressful.  Remember those 
underemployed seeking work. 
 
Saturday - Pray that you might grow 
our church family in knowing Jesus 
more deeply, serving Jesus more 
passionately & proclaiming Jesus 
more boldly. 

Notices 
 

Invitation to Rev. Mark Smith's Commencement of Ministry: 
 

The wardens of St Michael’s Cathedral Wollongong are pleased to invite you to a 
service for the Commencement of Ministry of The Reverend Mark Smith as Senior 
Canon of St Michael’s Cathedral Wollongong in the Cathedral on Saturday 28 
May 2022 at 1:30pm. Corner of Church and Market Streets, Wollongong. 
 

To RSVP email office@wollongonganglican.org . Afternoon tea will be served in 
the church grounds after the service. 
 

Smith’s Farewell Photos: If you would like to see photos from the Smith's 
Farewell, please email the office [ office@lpachurch.org.au ] with your request. A 
return e-mail will provide the link for access to the photos. 
 

Food With Friends: the Blessing Relationships Ministry Team is keen to devote 

May as the month for catching up; building on the blessing of sharing our lives with 
each other. 
 

A sign-up sheet is available at each Church, please consider how you will be involved. 
You can bless others as a host or a guest. Please let Julie Roberts know if you would 
like to be involved! Contact Julie, ph. 0429 911 643, or e-mail: 
juliegarryroberts@bigpond.com  
 

10am Serving Opportunity: Loving Service is in the DNA of Christians. If you 

would like to express this desire to serve our 10am Sunday service is wanting some 
people to be rostered on to click the button for presentation slides. There is no need 
for computer skills it will be all set up ready to go, all you need is to be able to read 
the words on the slide and push a button at the end of each slide. Training will be 
provided and kindness from everyone while you are learning. If this is a way you can 
serve us all please speak to John Young or James Barnes. 

 

Christianity Explored: 
 

 

It is not too late to join or invite a friend to our 
Christianity Explored course. 
 
 

 

For more details: contact James Barnes - call 0424 825 369. 
The course is held in: 
 

Portland: Wednesday evenings from 4th May 2022, 6pm – 8pm. 10 Saville St. 
Dinner provided. 
Lithgow: Friday evenings from 6th May 2022, 4.50pm-6.10pm. St Paul’s Anglican 
church Parish centre – 2 Roy St.      Glow will be on at the same time for k-YR6 aged kids 

 

Our Church Bulletin: Over the coming weeks the format of the bulletin will be 

changing. We do not have sufficient resources to maintain the 4-page format and will 
be reducing the size to a 2-page format. 
 

Notices for this Newsletter:  

Please send any notices to office@lpachurch.org.au  
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