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Dear Friends, 
 
The slogan ‘Black Lives Matter’ (BLM) has been around for some time, but in 
recent weeks has had a new energy from a tragic source.    The killing of 
George Floyd at the hands of law enforcement officers has been an ugly 
symbol of not just a wicked moment, but a systemic injustice.  BLM has gained 
traction around the world, because systemic racism isn’t just an American 
problem.  It’s our problem too.  In 2009 Rev Dr Peter Adam gave the John 
Saunders Lecture. He spoke on the issue of indigenous peoples in Australia, 

and in particular he addressed the issue of land ownership and recompense:  
“No recompense could ever be satisfactory because what was done was so vile, so immense, so universal, so 
pervasive, so destructive, so devastating and so irreparable.   We European Australians often claim that one 
of the strengths of the Australian character is ‘caring for the underdog’. That claim is hypocrisy – we do not 
act with justice, let alone care.” 

‘Black Lives Matter’ is an issue that touches us.  A study of 11,000 Australians released this week found that 3 in 4 
are biased against the indigenous.  This touches us. It speaks to us as Christians even more loudly, for at least 2 
reasons: 
 
First, Racism has no place in God’s world.  The Bible is clear, we are all made in the image of God (Genesis 1v27-28).  
Every single person is made to reflect the Trinitarian God.  We are made to rule His creation under Him.  We are 
made to relate in selfless love like Him.  You & I are the image of God.  & so is every person you’ve ever met.  It’s 
why sexism has no place in this world.  Nor ageism.  Discrimination in every form denies God’s good creation.  Black 
Lives Matter, because we are all EQUALLY the image of God.  Racism has no place amongst those who are the image 
of God – whether or not people acknowledge God. French Atheist philosopher recently Luc Ferry wrote: 

Christianity was to introduce the notion that humanity was fundamentally identical, that men were equal in 
dignity—an unprecedented idea at the time, and one to which our world owes its entire democratic 
inheritance. 

 
Second, Racism has no place in God’s New Creation.   In Christ, God redeems our humanity.  He doesn’t wipe out 
our individuality.  God re-forms each of us to be like Jesus.   In Christ, our differences are enhanced to bless others & 
glorify God.  When we’re told there is ‘no Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in 
Christ’ (Galatians 3v28), it’s underlining our EQUALITY in God’s Kingdom.  We all access the Father as ‘sons’ – that is, 
with the exact same relationship as Jesus Himself has to God the Father.  It’s not saying we lose our culture, our 
class, our gender, our race – or any aspect of our individual identity.  It’s that those features now form ways for us to 
bless others, rather than divide from them.   The beautiful picture of eternity is not one without race or culture – but 
every race & culture coming together in perfect unity to celebrate in & glorify Christ (re-read Revelation 7, where 
every tribe, tongue & language come before the Lamb’s throne).  Racism has no place in God’s New Creation.  
 
As those who serve the God who made all races, cultures & peoples – we need to do at least 2 things:  Acknowledge 
our sins & seek change.   We need to acknowledge the reality that our hearts harbour sin – including racism - & 
repent of it.   Gene Joo (An Asian-American pastor in NY) wrote honestly about BLM:  

The events of this past week have forced me to reckon, once again, with my callousness. And the Lord has both 
tenderly and savagely unmasked me. He has revealed both enormous blinders of privilege that have prevented me 
from responding to injustice with humility and compassion, and just how entrenched and ugly my sin is…What did 
God feel when George Floyd was killed while those like Tou Thao, an Asian police officer on the scene who 
should’ve helped him, did nothing? Why should black lives matter to me? Not because I matter to them. Black 
lives matter because they profoundly matter to God…Before we jump straight into activism, some of us need to 
take a moment to unearth and repent of the racism and sin in our own hearts. Can we engage in meaningful 
conversations with others, and confess to one another our own failures and lack of concern? This will help us 
better lament with, learn from, and stand alongside our black brothers and sisters. 

 
We need to be honest about our hearts.  Then we need to act.  I’m no expert on this, but it wasn’t hard for me to 
write to Andrew Gee & Paul Toole, asking what our government is doing to address systemic injustice.  It’s the start 
of conversations & action we all need to be part of. 
In Him, Mark Smith  
 



 

 
Readings: Psalm 51v1-8  
& 2 Corinthians 6v3-7v1 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keeping in Contact 
 
Ministry contacts: 
 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
  

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
  

Office Administration 
Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Fridays 9 – 4pm 
 

People I need to contact.  After 

reading this & joining in ‘church’, 
who are the one or two people God 
put on my heart to contact & pray 
for? 
 

 
  

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 
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Words of encouragement: Church Missionary Society (CMS) Lasting Appeal 

As a church, we partner with many Missionaries & organisations to proclaim Jesus locally & around the world.  One 
of our partners is CMS (Church Missionary Society).  Howard & Michelle are our current partners, serving in the 
Philippines (thought COVID-19 ‘trapped’ them in Australia).  Each year, CMS hold’s its ‘Lasting Hope Appeal’ – we will 
have a clip in the Sunday service about it, featuring Michelle & Howard.  CMS General Secretary, John Lovell, writes 
this encouragement:   
 

Nothing can spoil the lasting hope we share through Jesus. 
As our fragile world longs for the security that only Christ can bring, I am comforted that God has given his 
children “new birth into a living hope… and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade” (1 Peter 
1:3-4).  Our world desperately needs to hear these words of eternal hope in Jesus. Praise God that he is 
enabling our missionaries to share hope in many ways – even through CMS workers who are new to their 
locations. 
M and O are CMS workers who arrived in Dubai, UAE just before COVID-19 hit. Being in lockdown brings its 
challenges for connecting with the wider church, but it has also given M and O new opportunities to serve at 
their partner church and college – to train, teach, preach and organise. 
They share, “[The lockdown] has forced us to invest heavily in the few leaders that we have gotten to know, 
that they can continue to build up the wider church through their existing relationships. 
“The frustration of meeting leaders online is mixed with a profound gratefulness that we are forced, from 
day one, to equip others for the work of ministry rather than trying to do it all ourselves.”  Your partnership 
in mission is enabling workers like M and O to seize opportunities to share lasting hope in Jesus, and to build 
up members of God’s church. 
M and O continue, “We have been grateful for God's provision through our generous supporters. As many 
around us are seeking to make ends meet, we are freed up to seek their joy and progress in the faith. 
“God has answered the prayers of our supporters in getting us settled on location just in time, and continuing 
to provide opportunities for us to share hope. Though we have been locked down, God's word is not 
chained.” 
 
Thank you for investing in long-term gospel ministry across cultures, so that M and O, 
along with our other missionaries, can share the gospel of lasting hope.  There are just 
over 30 days left to partner in this year’s CMS Lasting Hope Appeal, and support CMS 
missionaries as they proclaim God’s love in these difficult times.  If you are in a position 
to joyfully give to support this important gospel work, you can do so 
at lastinghope.cms.org.au. 
Thank you for partnering with us, as we pray for our world to know the true and lasting 
hope of Jesus.  In Christ, John Lovell 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name:  
ANGLICAN PARISH of LITHGOW DIRECT GIVING   
BSB -  062591    Account No. – 10085204 
At the bank  
- Use the above details to make a deposit at the bank 
Cheque - Send to PO Box 192 Lithgow, NSW, 2790 

Giving in the time of COVID-19 
The wardens would encourage all to give online where they are 
able.  If you prefer to give in person, on the first Sunday of each 
month 2 trustworthy people will be on-site to receive offertory.   
The next date is today: Sunday 5th July:  Lithgow - 11:15-
11:30am; Wallerawang – 11:45am-12:00pm; Portland – 12:15-
12:30pm 

At this time of separation, it’s important to encourage one another by sharing how God has 
worked in us & continues to work through us.  Email your personal testimonies to Mark  

(400-500 words). 

 

https://cms.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=134f1f2a9249839206742c4b8&id=9ce0c2dbf3&e=6023a831e4
https://cms.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=134f1f2a9249839206742c4b8&id=5c20709d94&e=6023a831e4


Prayer Points 
Collect for Sunday - Lord God, the strength of all who put their 
trust in you: mercifully accept our prayers, and because through 
the weakness of our mortal nature we can do nothing good 
without you, grant us the help of your grace, that in keeping 
your commandments we may please you both in will and deed; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
Monday – Pray over this reason for ‘needing church’: Because 
you need the regular support and encouragement of Christian 
fellowship.  The Christian life is not designed to be lived in 
isolation, and those who try it that way are likely to crash! 
(See Hebrews 3:12,13, 10:25; Colossians 3:16.) 
 
Tuesday – Pray shaped by these words from 2 Peter 1v3-4: ‘His 
divine power has given us everything we need for life and 
godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his 
own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very 
great and precious promises, so that through them you may 
participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the 
world caused by evil desires.’ 
 
Wednesday - Pray over this reason for ‘needing church’: 
Because fellowship provided by Christian friends is no substitute 
for belonging to a church.  You choose your friends because their 
ideas and style are similar to your own, God puts different people 
in a congregation so they can learn from each other. (See Titus 2:1-
10.) 
 
Thursday - Pray shaped by these words from 2 Peter 1v5-9: ‘For 
this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith 
goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-
control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, 
godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly 
kindness, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing 
measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and 
unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But if 
anyone does not have them, he is near-sighted and blind, and 
has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins. 
 
Friday -  Pray over this reason for ‘needing church’: Because 
gifts can only rightly be used by someone who is a member of a 
congregation.  Gifts are primarily for the congregation, not for the 
individual and are rightly used to build up the church. The picture 
of a church as a body tells us that our various gifts complement 
each other. You don’t see a foot or an eye wandering around by 
itself! (See Romans 12:1-13; 1 Corinthians 12.) 
 
Saturday - Pray shaped by these words from 2 Peter 1v10-11: 
‘Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your 
calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will 
never fall, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.’ 
 
Collect for Sunday - Lord God, the unfailing helper and guide of 
those whom you bring up in your steadfast fear and love, keep 
us, we pray, under the protection of your good providence, and 
give us a continual reverence and love for your holy name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Notices 
 

Steps toward ‘New Gatherings’.   A letter 

was emailed this week & printed for those who gather 
printed editions from the boxes on our church doors.  
It outlined the next steps for returning to ‘New 
Gatherings’.  If you did not receive it, please contact 
Mark. 
 

Cleaning, Registration & Ushering teams. 
Our hope is to meet in person to pray in our church 
buildings for prayer in July (numbers limited currently 
to 50 in Lithgow, 20 in Wang, 25 in Portland).  Teams 
trained in cleaning, registration & ushering need to be 
formed first.  We welcome volunteers. 
So that you know what’s involved, we’ve created 
training clips.  The first, on ‘Cleaning’ is there to be 
viewed (it takes 12 minutes to watch).  Follow the link 
to our youtube channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FgHsaPmqIXs 
Next week, we’ll release clips on Registration & 
Ushering. 
 

St Paul’s Working Bee – Sunday 13th.  
Whilst we aren’t meeting in person, we are preparing 
to return by caring for our grounds.  Saturday 
13th June. 10:00 am to 1:00pm, all are welcome to join 
for a working bee.  The jobs to be undertaken include: 
Pruning; Weeding; Mulching and spreading manure; 
cutting grass and whipper snipping.   
Contact John Collett (0403 030 212) or Nick McKinney 
(0450 098 973) to register your involvement. 
  

June’s Fresh Food Day – Sunday 14th.  Our 

partnership with Anglicare in providing Fresh Food & a 
Mobile Pantry is needed now more than ever. It’s a 
‘hand up, not simply a hand-out’.   This month we’d 
welcome more volunteers (to allow for shifts & 
prevent the double-up some had to do).  Volunteer 
are needed on Friday 12th June from 1-3pm (receiving 
& packing); & again Sunday 14th 11:15am at Lithgow, 
& 4:15pm at Portland (to distribute the goods & order 
the pantry).  We’ve shifted the time back at Portland, 
to allow members of that congregation to serve more 
easily.  We open to the public on the Sunday 11:30-
12:15 at Lithgow & 4:30-5pm at Portland.   
Contact Mark if you’d like to be involved. 
 
 

Southern Cross. Our diocesan paper, Southern 

Cross, is now freely available online.  June’s edition 
covers: A COVID-19 doctor asks us to pray; Churches 
to reopen?; CBTB foodbank goes far and wide; 
Isolation and loneliness; Is religious freedom a human 
right?; Tik toks and more.  The link to read & 
download is: 
https://sydneyanglicans.net/southerncross 
 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%203.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hebrews%203.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hebrews%2010.25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%203.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus%202.1-10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus%202.1-10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.1-13
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FgHsaPmqIXs
https://sydneyanglicans.net/southerncross

