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Dear Friends, 
 
We’re committed to ‘Knowing Jesus, Serving Jesus, 
Proclaiming Jesus’.  That motto applies to individual 
Christians.  But the motto can’t be fully applied by any 
one believer.  Thankfully, God gives us each other.  As a 
church – as Christ’s body – together we ‘know, serve & 
proclaim Him’.  This month in church we’ll keep touching 
on different areas to serve Jesus: using your individual 
gifts in partnership with others.  
 
Kevin De Young writes helpfully of serving alongside 
others:  

When we think of Paul, we often think of a spiritual 
giant, going through the Roman world planting 
churches, routing the philosophers in Athens, writing 
the most profound letters ever written, getting 
bloodied by stones, whipped, flogged, and 
shipwrecked–all by himself. A one man superhero. 
Paul didn’t accomplish all this or endure all this by 
himself. He constantly had people around him: co-
laborers, associates, apprentices, friends, partners in 
the gospel. There’s a reason that when Jesus sent out 
the disciples he sent them out in pairs. You are not 
meant to do gospel work by yourself. 
If you want a ministry to be short lived, start it by 
yourself, do it by yourself, and share authority with no 
one but yourself. If you’re really gifted and dynamic, 
you’ll see something grow up for a time. People will 
flock to it because you have a lot of gifts, but then 
when you’re done it will be done. No team, no 
partners, no investment in future leaders, no future 
ministry. 
How do you do ministry? Paul says in 2 Timothy 2v2, 
“What you have heard from me in the presence of 
many others entrust to faithful men who will be able 
to teach others also.” 
A huge part of ministry is constantly training up 
others, releasing others, and empowering others, so 
that they can replicate what you do or replace you 
when you’re done. How are we doing? 

 
Serving with others (‘Team ministry’) is the Christian 
pattern of ministry.  Committing to serve is God’s design 
to bless you:  
  
First, Ministry makes you more like Jesus.  Jesus became 
poor, that we might be rich (2 Cor 8v9).  He came to 
serve, not to be served – even though it cost his life 
(Mark 10v45).  & Jesus invites his followers to be like Him 

in his subversive lesson on greatness: ‘If anyone wants to 
be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all.’ 
(Mark 9v35).  In Christian life it has been helpful 
observed: ‘We are not a church with a minister – but a 
church of ministers’.  Committing to a ministry is an 
opportunity to grow more like Christ.  
 
Second, Ministry is why God gave you gifts.  The 
Corinthian church was a talented group.  They had not 
shortage of gifts.  God’s great lesson to them in 1 
Corinthians 12-14, was teaching them why he entrusted 
so much to them.  The instruction written on every gift 
we possess is ‘use in love’ (1 Cor 13).  Use your gift to 
complement other’s talents (as Christ’s body – 1 Cor 12).  
Sometimes it means don’t use your gifts.  God tells us not 
to use our gifts if it is about self-love, not service (1 Cor 
14).  We all have different gifts & capacities.  Your service 
will - & must – look different to the person who sat near 
you at church last Sunday.  The key questions to ask 
yourself: ‘Am I giving a good account of everything God 
entrusted to me?’ ‘Am I loving as well as I could with my 
gifts?’ 
 
Third, Ministry opportunities abound.  The broad 
ministry teams we have in church are: 
 

Blessing Relationships AIM: to strengthen 
relationships in our community.   
 
Mercy Ministry AIM: to serve spiritual needs by 
meeting physical & emotional difficulties. 
 
Reaching Out AIM: to make disciples of Jesus from 
this town & the world. 
 
Children & Youth AIM: to make youth & children in 
our town & church disciples of Jesus. 
 

Each has more possibilities to bless others than can 
currently be done by those involved.  All the ministry 
teams have more potential than we’ve even come close 
to realising.  Some have built steadily, others have 
struggled to make their desired impact.  Through COVID 
it’s fair to say a lot of momentum was lost.  In the coming 
weeks at church as we hear more of these broad areas of 
service, keep praying.  Pray for God to use you.  Pray for 
God to use us. 
 
In Him,  
Mark Smith 



Sermon notes:  
Luke 5v1-32 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Keeping in Contact 
Ministry contacts: 
Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
 

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
  

Pastoral contacts (Growth 
Group leaders) 
Peter Avery     6352 3059 
Julie Barnett     6352 2553 
James Barnes     0424 825 369 
Erica Debeuzeville  0466 994 741 
Andrew Doran     0466 734 110 
Ralph Fairbairn     0400 302 901 
Jill Hookham     0403 502 181 
Lauren Hookham    0400 295 427 
Philippe Reyter      6352 1803 
Garry Roberts     0400 075 761 
Julie Roberts     0429 911 643 
Anna Smith      0424 340 687 
Declan Smith     0474 231 223 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
 
 

People I need to contact.  After 

reading this & joining in church, 
who are the one or two people God 
put on my heart to contact & pray 
for? 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 
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‘Devotion to prayer & studying the Bible’ is one of our 
church values.  To help us all grow in this area, Bruce 
Dingwall (10am congregation) is blessing us with a 
new initiative: ‘Daily Feast’.  5 days a week, 
devotional material that picks up on the Sundays 
sermon will be available.  
 
You can access it through our Facebook page (it will 
arrive fresh, Monday to Friday).  It will also be made 
available as a package on our website.  Our Instagram 
page will also feature a highlight of the week’s 
devotions each weekend. 
 
You can locate each: 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/lpachurch 
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/lpwchurch/ 
Website: www.lpachurch.org.au  
 

Below is a sample – the first ‘Daily feast’: 
 

Day 1 
14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the 
Spirit, and news about him spread through the 
whole countryside. 15 He was teaching in their 
synagogues, and everyone praised him. 
 
Today we begin a daily devotion series based on 
the readings at church from the previous 
weekend. There will be a devotion 5 days/week.  
 
The context of our passage for this week is that 
Jesus has just undergone baptism at the hands of 
the Baptist (Luke 3:21-23) and been through the 
temptations in the wilderness (Luke 4:12-13). 
Notice how Luke describes it in 3:23 as Jesus 
beginning his ministry. It begins with the glory of 
the baptism and God the Father proclaiming Jesus’ 
sonship and the Spirit descending like a dove. 
What a moment!  This is immediately followed by 
an attack from the evil one as Jesus fasts and 

prays for 40 days to prepare for his public 
ministry. That is life in service of the Father! The 
battle is never far away. The Christian walk will 
never be an easy one. “Be alert and of sober mind. 
Your enemy the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” (1 
Peter 5:8) It is so easy to forget that!  
 
It is interesting that Luke concludes the 
temptation incident with the words “13 When the 
devil had finished all this tempting, he left him 
until an opportune time.” (Luke 4:13), and then 
the very next thing we read is that everyone is 
praising Jesus. (Luke 4:14) Luke repeats that in 
verse 22  where he says “everyone spoke well of 
him”, then in verses 32 and 36 “they were amazed 
at his teaching”. In verse 40 people are flocking to 
him and in verse 41 even evil spirits are 
acknowledging him. For God’s people that can be 
a far more dangerous temptation than the frontal 
attacks of the evil one. How easy it is to drop our 
commitment to the father in order to gain 
people’s approval! How tempting it is to soften 
our stand in order not to be seen as fanatics in a 
culture that is increasingly intolerant to anyone 
who stands up for uncomfortable biblical truths! 
 
Yet,  as we’ll see in the coming days’ devotions, 
Jesus was not swayed by the frontal attack in the 
wilderness and he wasn’t swayed from his mission 
by fame and popularity (verses 42-43) 
  
When are you most tempted to go with the crowd 
rather than stand with Jesus? 
 
PRAYER:  Father lead me not into temptation, but 
deliver me from evil. Amen 
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Prayer Points 
 

Collect for Sunday – Almighty God, who wonderfully 
created man in your own image, and yet more 
wonderfully restored him: grant, we pray, that as your 
Son our Lord Jesus Christ was made in our likeness, so we 
may share his divine nature; we ask this through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Monday - Praise God’s character, reflecting on Psalm 
96v4-7: ‘For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 
he is to be feared above all gods.  For all the gods of the 
peoples are worthless idols, but the LORD made the 
heavens. Splendour and majesty are before him; strength 
and beauty are in his sanctuary.’ 
 

Tuesday - Given the ongoing challenges of COVID, pray 
for authorities.  As you pray reflect on Romans 13v1: ‘Let 
every person be subject to the governing authorities. For 
there is no authority except from God, and those that 
exist have been instituted by God.’ 
 

Collect for Ash Wednesday - Almighty and everlasting 
God, you hate nothing that you have made, and forgive 
the sins of all who are penitent: create and make in us 
new and contrite hearts, that we, lamenting our sins and 
acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain from you, 
the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Thursday - Pray for church leaders, reflecting on 1 Peter 
5v2-3: ‘Shepherd the flock of God that is among you, 
exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, 
as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but 
eagerly;  not domineering over those in your charge, but 
being examples to the flock.’ 
 

Friday - Take a moment to ‘speak the gospel to yourself’ 
again.  Remind yourself of the reality of both your sin & 
Christ’s powerful sacrifice.  Spend time in bold & 
confident confession – knowing He’s dealt with your 
failures once & for all. 
 

Saturday - Pray for all Christians, reflecting on Jesus’ 
prayer in John 17v20-23: "I do not ask for these only, but 
also for those who will believe in me through their word, 
that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, 
and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world 
may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you 
have given me I have given to them, that they may be one 
even as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they 
may become perfectly one, so that the world may know 
that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.’ 
 

Collect for Sunday - Lord Jesus Christ, for our sake you 
fasted forty days and forty nights: give us grace to use 
such abstinence that, our flesh being subdued to the 
spirit, we may always obey your will in righteousness and 
true holiness, to your honour and glory; for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
evermore.  Amen. 

Notices 
 

First Fresh Food Day for 2021.  Fresh Food Days took 

a break in January.  But the needs of locals don’t.  In 
partnership with Anglicare, we offer pre-packed pantry goods 
($5 per bag) & fresh food (we pack here, $2 per bag).  
Volunteers are always needed: Friday 12th February to receive 
& pack (12:30-2pm); Sunday 14th to distribute at Lithgow 
(11:15-12:30) & Portland (4:15-5:30).  With church back 
meeting in person, I’d encourage everyone to be involved in 
welcoming customers (in a friendly, Covid-safe way).  Contact 
Mark.  Don’t underestimate the joy of serving alongside 
church family at this time.   
 

Living in the Next Phase.  The book Living in the Next 

Phase by Andrew Cameron has implications for us in our 
ministry with people in later life both within the Church and 
our communities. As a group, we would love to consider these 
implications. If you would like to share in this discussion, join 
us at Gaye and Peter’s home on Monday 22nd February from 
7:30 – 9:30pm. 
  
All are welcome but so we can ensure we are able to provide a 
socially-distanced environment, please RSVP by Sunday 21st 
February to Garry on 0400 0757 761 or Julie on 0429 911 643. 
 

Annual General Meeting. On Sunday March 7th, we 

have our Annual General Meeting – or Vestry meeting.  We 
meet as a parish to celebrate our fellowship; give reports 
about how God has been at work in us; share plans for the 
future; deal formally with our finances; & elect people to 
serve as Wardens, Parish Councillors, Nominators & Safe 
ministry reps. 
 
The challenges of COVID means we’ll meet 11:45am, 7th 
March at St Paul’s.  We are also looking to provide an 
overflow in the hall, linked through technology.  Nomination 
forms will soon be available – pray for God to raise the right 
people to serve & boldly nominate those you think are gifted.  

 

Upcoming Passages. Many like to prepare for Sunday by 

having pre-read the passage.  Pre-reading can help you hear 
God more clearly at Church.  In coming Sundays the 
programme is: 

February 14th    Luke 5v1-32 
February 21st    Luke 5v33-6v11 
February 28th    Luke 6v12-49  
March 7th          Luke 7 
March 14th        Luke 8v1-21 
March 21st        Luke 8v22-56 
March 28th        Luke 9v1-50 
Good Friday      Psalm 31 
Resurrection Sunday   Psalm 16 
April 11th           Psalm 34 
April 18th           Psalm 22 
April 25th           Psalm 146 

 
 


