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Dear Friends, 
 
Last week’s AGM was a great expression of our 
common heart to know, serve & proclaim Jesus.   
We’re grateful for those who offered themselves for 
service in formal positions (whose service we should 
make a joy - Hebrews 13v7) 
 

Our wardens:  John Stevens & Eric Young 
(people’s); Robert Hookham (Rector’s) 
 
Our Parish Council: David Moffitt, Bronwyn Webb , 
Nick McKinney (people’s); Sue Engeler (Rector’s) 
 
Our Treasurer: Billinda Auld 
 
Our Safe Ministry Representative: Toni Dean 
 
Our Nominators (Parish Representatives):  Chris 
Barnett, Lise Hodgkinson, Tiarne Hookham, Geoff 
Ogg & Garry Roberts 
 
Our Synod Representatives (elected in 2020): Chris 
Barnett & Kristen Young 
 

We also had the opportunity to look back in 
gratitude - & re-commit ourselves in the service of 
Christ as a parish.  As I shared in my Rector’s report 
as we look to the year ahead, as a church family we 
need to take 3 things to heart: 
 
First, Prayer.  We don’t forget last year’s focus.  
Disciples will not be made unless we ask the Lord of 
the harvest to send us.  Praying by name, every day, 
for 2 people you want to see come to Christ in the 
next 3 years is a very simple – but essential – task.  
Don’t limit your prayers to that.  But don’t leave it 
out.  
Pray too for our church family to all be growing as 
Christ’s disciples.  Ask God to make the values we 
uphold, a reality that shapes our individual desires & 
passions.   

Pray for our growth as Christ’s disciple-making 
disciples 
Pray for deepening Devotion to prayer & 
studying the Bible 

Pray we’d Invest deeply in Christian Fellowship 
Pray we’d Seek Justice through loving service 

 
Second, Prioritise the Personal.  The realities of 
COVID means that medium sized & big events are 
tricky (or ‘off the table’).   Instead, it’s all about the 
personal.  In many ways this is a blessing.  It takes 
away our natural instinct to think ‘someone else will 
organise the event that saves people’.  It removes 
the thinking that ‘I don’t have to talk of Christ to 
others in church & beyond church’.  As we look to 
this year, have it sink deeply in your heart & mind: 
God will use you.  God will work through you 
speaking the Word of truth to others.  This is a year 
to worry less about organising events - & focus on 
talking to those you know.   It starts with our 
informal conversations with one another.  When 
speaking of the Spirit’s work in our lives with each 
other becomes usual & natural, it will spill over into 
speaking of the living Christ to those who don’t 
know Him yet.  
 
Third, Look Outward.  The temptation recovering 
from COVID is to ‘baton down the hatches’.  To look 
inward & get things at church ‘back to normal’.  Not 
only may things never be ‘normal’ again – to look 
inwards will spiritually stunt us.  It will open us up to 
the sins of fear, grumbling & discontent.  The 
mature response we need to make is look outwards.  
To look to make the name of Christ honoured in 
more hearts in this area.  To that end, we are 
reappointing a ‘Community pastor’: James Barnes.  
His role is not to care for those already in church – 
but bring the good news of Jesus to those not yet in 
church & encourage us all in that work.  That action 
as a church, needs to be reflected as a mindset in us 
all.  We need to look outward.  We need to see the 
harvest & look up to the Lord of the harvest. 
 
In Him, Mark Smith 
 
PS – At all 3 services on Sunday 21st March, we will 
be commissioning James Barnes & praying for God 
to work through Him & us.  
 

 



Sermon notes:  
Luke 8v1-21 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keeping in Contact 
Ministry contacts: 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
 

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
 

Parish Council 
Sue Engeler    0431 101 476 
Nick McKinney       0450 098 973 
David Moffitt    0409 047 111 
Bronwyn Webb    0416 189 960 
 

Pastoral contacts (Growth 
Group leaders) 
Peter Avery     6352 3059 
Julie Barnett     6352 2553 
James Barnes     0424 825 369 
Erica Debeuzeville  0466 994 741 
Andrew Doran     0466 734 110 
Ralph Fairbairn     0400 302 901 
Jill Hookham     0403 502 181 
Philippe Reyter      6352 1803 
Garry Roberts     0400 075 761 
Julie Roberts     0429 911 643 
Anna Smith      0424 340 687 
Declan Smith     0474 231 223 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
 
 

People I need to contact.  After 

reading this & joining in church, 
who are the one or two people God 
put on my heart to contact & pray 
for? 

 

 
 

 

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 
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Word of encouragement: Anglican Aid  
Tim Swan (CEO of Anglican Aid) will be joining us at all 3 services on Sunday 28th March.  We have 
supported Anglican Aid in the past & are more formally beginning support of a project in Tanzania.  

Anglican Aid says of itself that it’s an aid and ministry support agency of Sydney Anglicans in partnership 
with the global church. 

Our Vision: To see the grace of God overflowing to a world in need. 
Our Mission: To strengthen churches and help transform communities by building relationships between 

Australian Christians and local partners in Australia and overseas. 
Our Values: Our values are informed by reformed, evangelical faith and sound development principles. 

Their latest prayer points are below: 
 

 

Anglican Aid Prayer 
Heavenly Father, 
Whose will it is that all people will be saved, and 
come to a knowledge of the truth, and whose will it 
is that we care for the poor, needy, widows, 
orphans and refugees. 
We pray for the work of The Archbishop of Sydney’s 
Anglican Aid. 
We pray for your grace to fulfil every good work 
that you have prepared for us in advance to do as 
we anticipate the triumphant return of our King and 
Saviour, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 

 
Current Prayer Points 
Pray for the drought and famine in southern 
Madagascar, where hundreds of thousands of people 
are starving. 
• Thank God that the generosity of Australian 

Christians has enabled Anglican Aid to distribute 
large amounts of aid to the region through the 
Diocese of Toliara and the theological students 
who were already sponsored by Anglican Aid 
supporters. 

• Praise God that non-Christian neighbours have 
been moved by the love shown to them. Over 
1000 people have asked to be baptised, and 13 
new churches have been planted. Pray that they 
would continue to grow in their faith. 

• Pray for rain, that the famine would end, and the 
people of the region would get sustainable water 
supplies. 

Heavenly Father, please bring an end to the famine in 
Madagascar and send rain. We pray for your saints as 
they seek to care for those around them. Please 
provide for them all that they need, and fill them with 

your spirit of grace and wisdom. Thank you for those 
who have turned to you in this time. We ask that they 
would continue in faith. We pray that you would raise 
up leaders to shepherd this growing church and that 
your kingdom would continue to grow in Madagascar. 
In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen. 
 
 Pray for the people of Fiji after they were hit by two 
cyclones in December and January, causing widespread 
flooding and damage. 
• Thank God for the provision of clean water, food 

and shelter for those who have lost homes and 
livelihoods through the coordination of the 
Methodist Church of Taveuni, the Bishop of Vanua 
Levu, and the love of Australian Christians. 

• Pray that the church of Fiji may continue to be a 
witness to those around them as they provide aid 
and support with the help of Anglican Aid. 

• Pray for the young people of Taveuni who are 
facing increased unemployment exacerbated by the 
cyclone and COVID. 

Mighty God, please have mercy on the people of Fiji. 
Save them from the devastating effects of the cyclones. 
Open their hearts to the love of Christ as the local 
church seeks to provide them with shelter and clean 
water. May the church be a great witness of your love 
and grace during this time. We ask especially that you 
would provide for the young people seeking 
employment. Through Jesus’ powerful name, Amen. 
 
We greatly value your partnership as we work together 
to see the grace of God overflowing to a world in need. 

 
 

 
 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name: ANGLICAN PARISH of LITHGOW DIRECT 
GIVING   
BSB -  062591      Account No. – 10085204 
At the bank - Use the above details to make a deposit at 
the bank (CBA) 
Cheque - Send to PO Box 192 Lithgow, NSW, 2790 

Groups that we are able to pass your 
giving on to 

Some choose to give through us to others (by marking their 
giving).  We can do this for the following groups: AFES; 
Anglican Aid; Anglicare; Arise; BCA; CAP; CMS (Newbys); 
Fresh Food; LCEA; Open Doors; MAF (Hadfields); Pioneers 
(Blair); Winter Appeal; Nungalinya College 

https://anglicanaid.apms5.com/anywhere/m?s=anglicanaid&m=s_fe2d89fb-38ab-4a73-aedb-88cf13af335b&u=e1jq4wvfdtfm4chg8gr34c9j5mu3ahj55mu30d9n5mwk6ga45n138dtj8933cghk8mw46&r2=d1u78w3k78qjyrbecxp6jrv1dtgpjt1edxt6ebk1emqpurb4c5kp2wv3c5q2uu3ndtkpawhdcdt6jwv9ecppavb5e9kpavk3f4pp2w3gcngprbr&n=4
https://anglicanaid.apms5.com/anywhere/m?s=anglicanaid&m=s_fe2d89fb-38ab-4a73-aedb-88cf13af335b&u=e1jq4wvfdtfm4chg8gr34c9j5mu3ahj55mu30d9n5mwk6ga45n138dtj8933cghk8mw46&r2=d1u78w3k78qjyrbecxp6jrv1dtgpjt1edxt6ebk1emqpurb4c5kp2wv3c5q2uu3ndtkpawhdcdt6jwv9ecppavb5e9kpavk3f4pp2w3gcngprbr&n=4
https://anglicanaid.apms5.com/anywhere/m?s=anglicanaid&m=s_fe2d89fb-38ab-4a73-aedb-88cf13af335b&u=e1jq4wvfdtfm4chg8gr34c9j5mu3ahj55mu30d9n5mwk6ga45n138dtj8933cghk8mw46&r2=d1u78w3k78qjyrbecxp6jrv1dtgpjt1edxt6ebk1emqpcubad4pp6yb3dhqpwt9dc5r70tb1dgqg&n=5


Prayer Points 
 

Collect for Sunday – Almighty God, grant that we, 
who justly deserve to be punished for our sinful 
deeds, may in your mercy and kindness be 
pardoned and restored; through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Monday - Looking to this Sunday reflect on this 
quote to shape your prayers: “A dead Christ I 
must do everything for; a living Christ does 
everything for me.” (Andrew Murray) 
 

Tuesday - Give thanks for all those God has 
placed in authority to maintain justice & restrain 
wickedness.  Pray that all with power would resist 
corruption, love truth & mercy, & walk in humility 
before God. 

 

Wednesday - Give thanks & pray for all involved 
in the criminal justice system.  Pray for ‘justice to 
flow like rivers’ in our nation.  Pray for the 
healing & restoration of victims - & the 
repentance & transformation of perpetrators of 
crime. 
 

Thursday – Remembering your sin that Christ 
paid in full – confess boldly & freely, shaped by 
these lyrics:  

Behold the Man upon a cross, My sin upon His 
shoulders 
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice, Call out 
among the scoffers 
It was my sin that held Him there Until it was 
accomplished 
His dying breath has brought me life I know 
that it is finished 

 

Friday - Give thanks for the world-wide, universal 
church.  Give thanks that God is using the church 
to display His wisdom to the world – as he saves 
the undeserving & transforms them by faith & 
love that spring from hope in Christ. 
 

Saturday - Remembering the empty tomb: reflect 
prayerfully on these lyrics: 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife; 
make us more than conquerors, through thy 
deathless love: 
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home 
above.  
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 
Endless is the vict'ry, thou o'er death hast won. 

 

Collect for Sunday - Father, help us to be like 
Christ your Son, who loved the world and died for 
our salvation.  Inspire us by his love, guide us by 
his example, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen 

Notices 
Job opportunity at Christian ‘not-for-profit’ in 
Lithgow.   Providential Homes are provide temporary 

accommodation to those experiencing homelessness across NSW. 
They recently renovated the accommodation rooms of the Grand 
Central Hotel in Lithgow and are accommodating homeless people in 
the property. We currently have two positions vacant based at 
Lithgow – a Regional Coordinator and also a volunteer live-in 
caretaker.  Details for co-ordinator are on ‘Seek’ 
https://www.seek.com.au/job/51599064, contact Mark for details of 
the caretaker opportunity. 
Providential Homes believe in the power of hope in Jesus Christ and 
their prayer is for an applicant who will partner them in this mission. 
Contact Leonie at leonie.sanderson@providentialhomes.com.au or 
their office on 1300 364 701. 
 

March Fresh Food Day. In partnership with Anglicare, we offer 

pre-packed pantry goods ($5 per bag) & fresh food (we pack here, $2 
per bag).  Volunteers are always needed: Friday 12th March to receive 
& pack (12:30-2pm); Sunday 14th to distribute at Lithgow (11:15-
12:30) & Portland (4:15-5:30).  With church back meeting in person, 
I’d encourage everyone to be involved in welcoming customers (in a 
friendly, Covid-safe way).  Contact Mark.  Don’t underestimate the joy 
of serving alongside church family at this time.   
 

Southern Cross.  Our diocesan paper, Southern Cross, is freely 

available online & also in print (again) at the back of church.  March’s 
edition highlights:  Moore College enrolments double; Glenn Davies' 
final Archbishop Writes; Please pray for Myanmar; Aboriginal 
education and technology; & Forgiveness.  PLUS: news, views, reviews 
and more.Online, you can download at 
https://issuu.com/sydneyanglicans/docs/sc21_03?fr=sMWNiNTI5MjY
zMDU  
 

Easter Services. 

Good Friday 2nd April – 
Reflective Communion 
service for all 8am, 
10am* & 3pm* (*with 
children’s programme). 

Resurrection Sunday 
4th April – Celebration 
service for all 8am, 
10am* & 3pm* (*with 
children’s 
programme). 
 

Serving formally at church.  Rosters for our weekly public 

corporate worship enable us to maintain ‘peace’, demonstrate we are 
the Body of Christ with different gifts, & prevent some from being 
over-burdened.  There are a whole variety of ways to serve – even 
more with COVID tasks.  We welcome volunteers as we prepare the 
rosters for April-June.  IF you are able to help, please contact Mark. 
Also, the particular challenge for 8am has been met (in part) by 
members of 10am joining 8am for 2 months.  If you are willing & able 
to do that for April & May, please let Mark know.  

 

https://www.seek.com.au/job/51599064
mailto:leonie.sanderson@providentialhomes.com.au
https://issuu.com/sydneyanglicans/docs/sc21_03?fr=sMWNiNTI5MjYzMDU
https://issuu.com/sydneyanglicans/docs/sc21_03?fr=sMWNiNTI5MjYzMDU

