
Parish Newsletter: July 11th 2021 
 

Dear friends, 
 

NAIDOC week across 
Australia today.  A 
week celebrating the 
history, culture and 
achievements of 
Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander peoples.   It is a great celebration that we as 
Christians should especially embrace.  Dominic Steele 
helpfully explains why: 
 

‘NAIDOC originally stood for ‘National Aborigines and 
Islanders Day Observance Committee’.  Many people don’t 
realise that it was Aboriginal Christians who started 
NAIDOC week. Well, specifically it was the initiative of an 
Aboriginal Christian, William Cooper, who asked the 
churches to start praying for aborigines on what would 
become known as ‘Aboriginies Sunday.’  Up until the 
1960’s Australia’s indigenous people were not Australian 
citizens even though they had been born in Australia and 
their ancestors had lived here for generations before white 
settlement. They weren’t allowed to vote, weren’t counted 
in the census and had less rights than white Australians.  
 

William Cooper was taught to read and write by 
missionaries and came into a personal relationship with 
Jesus. He was also an activist, a unionist, a serious Bible 
reading, church going Christian.  Cooper believed that the 
best thing that had happened for Australia’s first people’s 
was the Christian missions. He believed that all people are 
made in the image of God and are children of God, and 
would argue passionately from the Bible that aboriginals 
ought to be treated as equal citizens in this country.  
 

In 1935, Cooper, who had founded the Australian 
Aborigines League, drafted a petition to go to King George 
V, asking for special aboriginal electorates in the 
Australian Parliament. Cooper presented then Prime 
Minister Lyons with a proposed national policy for 
aborigines. This was rejected. When the request fell on 
deaf ears he co-ordinated Aboriginal marches through the 
streets of Sydney and Melbourne on Australian Day 1936 - 
called ‘The day of Mourning.’   
 

Cooper then sought help from his friends in the church to 
establish ‘Aboriginal Sunday,’ to pray for the success of 
missions and ‘the uplift of the dark people.’ It quickly 
caught on. The first ‘Aborigines Sunday’ was 28 January 
1940. Eventually, almost all churches had special prayers 
for the aboriginal peoples on the Sunday before Australia 
Day. 
 

‘Aborigines Sunday’ down the track was shifted to later in 
the year and now a full week, ‘NAIDOC week.’  It seems 

tragic to me that this doesn’t seem to have any real 
presence in Protestant Churches today, especially when 
Christians in the past through the missions have played an 
extremely prominent role in caring for aborigines and 
advocating for them.  And while we (Christians) have 
forgotten much of this the aboriginal leaders haven’t.  
They are very aware of the past role that Christians played 
in their community lives several generations ago.’ 

 

Cooper’s original vision was to see a ‘day of mourning’ move 
to a ‘day of rejoicing’.   Christians have a vital role in this.  
Dena Gower is an indigenous believer & leader of ‘Ngaama 
ministries’.  She has a simple suggestion for something non-
Indigenous Christians in Australia can do right now: go and 
relate with Indigenous brothers and sisters, engaging with, 
hearing and learning from them.  To quote: 
 

I encourage you to see the difference in cultures, the 
difference in your Western culture compared to our 
Aboriginal culture that God has given us.  God has made 
us special people as well, you know? If you just go and 
hear the voices and feel their presence and the love, 
because we do want to show our love, God’s love.  A lot of 
times people are frightened of us but I think it’s just the 
ignorance and the stereotyping … You really need to just 
go for it.  Every day we got to get up and go out into the 
western world to get our food and to live. That’s it; we’ve 
got to accept that.  I say [to non-Indigenous Australians]: 
‘I’m only asking you to come over to my side, my 
Aboriginal world, just for a couple of hours.’ To come to a 
conference or a workshop or something … Come and feel 
uncomfortable for a couple of hours.  When I get out 
every day, I feel uncomfortable; I’m watched at the 
shopping centre to see if I’m stealing. You get a lot of 
racism and prejudice throughout the day.  Sometimes you 
just ignore it, but sometimes you just say something back.  
I just challenge them to come … God has made us 
Aboriginal people; come and feel the presence of what 
he’s made us.” 

 

This year’s NAIDOC theme is ‘Heal Country’.  We know that 
one day Christ will return & bring real healing – a new & 
perfect creation.   His healing work happens now, as people 
trust Him as Lord Saviour.  He makes one new people – while 
upholding our cultural distinctives.  As we seek to share the 
good news of Christ & unite with others under Him, we’d be 
wise to heed James’ advice & be ‘quick to listen’ (James 
1v19).  There is a lot to celebrate, honour & be thankful for 
in indigenous culture.  We who know the God who created 
all culture should embrace it wholeheartedly! 
 

In Him,   
Mark Smith 



Sermon notes:  Genesis 1v1-2v3 & Hebrews 1v1-4 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 
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Word of encouragement: Sue Engeler 
Reflecting on our Church Value: ‘Devotion to prayer & 

studying the Bible’ 
 

A recent daily devotion, based on Psalm 46:10, encouraged readers not to rush 

prayer.  A familiar verse sprung to life - ‘Be still and know that I am God’.  I always 

seem to be rushing from one thing to the next in the busyness of life, but I don’t 

want to rush my time with God, and it is often a challenge.   My aim is to read a 

daily devotion first thing in the morning, so that He is my priority.  When waking I 

try to remember to thank God for the new day given to me and to truly rejoice in 

it.  I also ask for His help to reflect Jesus in both my words and deeds in the coming 

day.  This great plan doesn’t always work.  Sometimes it’s an early start for work, 

so daily devotion gets pushed to the end of the day.  Whatever time it happens, 

my goal is to make it valuable time spent in God’s Word, without the rush.   I don’t 

want God to be just another item on my to-do list.  I have been challenged many 

times to be still and remember who God is.  When I feel myself drifting away this is 

where I start.  

After many years of Bible reading, it’s wonderful how familiar many of the verses 

are.   Surprising too how the words challenge me about my actions, priorities and 

how I reflect Christ in my life each day, in simple day-to-day activities and 

important life issues.  Often a little gem will be revealed that carries me through 

the day ahead and gets me on the right track to encounter life’s hurdles, or 

perhaps a reflection at the end of the day and a need to humble myself and ask 

forgiveness.  Some days I feel like I’m just going through the motions.  At these 

times I need to be still and listen attentively for His voice.  I know I need to 

prayerfully open His Word if I want to hear what He is saying. 

The daily prayers in the weekly newsletter provide a great starting point for prayer, 

especially those that are a focus for the week, like the Puritan prayers from ‘the 

Valley of Vision’.  These old words provided a great basis for true reflective prayer.  

I found them both challenging and humbling and a great inspiration.  Our series on 

the Psalms at Growth Group has also encouraged praying from the Bible, which 

has been a helpful skill to master for prayers relating to all aspects of life.  I love 1 

Thessalonians 5:17 - ‘pray continually’.   God really wants to hear from me!  How 

comforting to know I can pray to Him at any time in all situations.   

In these uncertain times I’m reminded of God’s plans to prosper and not harm, to 

give hope and a future (Jeremiah 29:11).  What better incentive to keep engaging 

Him, both by reading His Word to find out what He’s saying to me today (and every 

day), and bringing everything to Him in prayer, knowing He listens, and my life is 

firmly in His hands now and forever. 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name: ANGLICAN PARISH of 
LITHGOW DIRECT GIVING   
BSB -  062591      Account No. – 10085204 
At the bank - Use the above details to make 
a deposit at the bank (CBA) 
Cheque - Send to PO Box 192 Lithgow, NSW, 
2790 
In person – COVID safety prevents us 
passing the offertory bag, but you are 
welcome to put your giving in the box at the 
back of church each Sunday. 

Groups that we are able to pass 
your giving on to: 

 
Some choose to give through us 
to others (by marking their 
giving).  We can do this for the 
following groups: AFES; 
Anglican Aid; Anglicare; Arise; 
BCA; CAP; CMS (Newbys); Fresh 
Food; LCEA; Open Doors; MAF 
(Hadfields); Pioneers (Blair); 
Winter Appeal; Nungalinya 
College 

Keeping in Contact 
Ministry contacts: 
Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
 

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Community Pastor (Part-time) 
James Barnes      0424 825 369 
james.barnes@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
 

Parish Council 
Sue Engeler    0431 101 476 
Nick McKinney       0450 098 973 
David Moffitt    0409 047 111 
Bronwyn Webb    0416 189 960  
 

Pastoral contacts  
(Growth Group leaders) 
Peter Avery     6352 3059 
Julie Barnett     6352 2553 
James Barnes     0424 825 369 
Erica Debeuzeville  0466 994 741 
Andrew Doran     0466 734 110 
Ralph Fairbairn     0400 302 901 
Jill Hookham     0403 502 181 
Philippe Reyter      6352 1803 
Garry Roberts     0400 075 761 
Julie Roberts     0429 911 643 
Anna Smith      0424 340 687 
Declan Smith     0474 231 223 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
 

Ministry Teams & Leaders 
Blessing Relationships (Julie 
Roberts): Seeking to strengthen 
relationships in our community (in 
church & beyond) 
 

Mercy Ministry (George Auld): 
seeking to serve spiritual needs by 
meeting physical & emotional 
difficulties.  
 

Reaching Out (James Barnes): 
Seeking to make disciples of Jesus 
from this town & the world. 
 

Youth & Children’s (John Young): 
seeking to make youth & children in 
our town & church disciples of Jesus 



Prayer Points 
 

In light of NAIDOC week, spend the week praying shaped by Peter 
Adam’s pray for Australia Day. 
 

Gracious heavenly Father,  We thank and praise you for your creation of 

this world, including this land of Australia. We praise you for its beauty 

and its bounty, for mountains, hills and plains, for rivers, creeks and 

seas, and wonderful variety of animals, birds, and sea-creatures.  

We praise you for the peoples to whom you first entrusted this land, 

each one made in your image, and all loved by you. We thank you for 

their careful management of the land, for the strength of their 

communal life, and the richness of their culture.  

We lament the damage done to them by the arrival of the British in 

1788. For the loss of life, land, language, livelihood, culture, and the 

damage done to structures of their communities. We grieve the sins of 

coveting, theft and murder committed by the invaders, and their failure 

to recognise the God-given human dignity and rights of the indigenous 

people. We lament the damage done to this land by greed, bad 

management, arrogance and ignorance. We pray that indigenous 

people may find their rightful place as citizens, and that their voices 

would be heard in our society. We pray that you would help us close the 

gap in the provision of health, education, housing, justice, and 

opportunity.  

We praise you for Christians who came to Australia, who continued in 

their faith, who prayed and read their Bibles, who lived to honour you, 

who loved their neighbours, who planted churches, and who worked for 

gospel growth in their own generation, and for generations to come.  

We thank you for Christian people who tried to defend the indigenous 

people, who provided for them, who brought them the gospel of the 

Lord Jesus, who translated the Bible into their languages, and who 

recognised their common humanity. At the same time we grieve their 

mistakes, and any damage they did, while trying to do good.  

We thank you that Australia has provided a new start for people from 

many countries in every generation. We especially praise you that many 

who arrived with very few resources have been able to find education, 

training, and employment, and have enriched our common life.  

Please forgive Australia for our greed, our worship of money, 

possessions, comfort and happiness, and our neglect of you, your Son, 

and your salvation. Please reform and revive your churches, that we 

may be a shining light for our nation, may serve your will for this 

country, and may bring many to saving faith in Christ. We thank you for 

indigenous Christians, and pray that they would continue in faith, love 

and hope.  Please raise up the next generation of leaders for their 

communities and churches, and prosper their work and ministry.  

Please give us good government, wise policies, justice and equity, and 

the ability and wisdom to tackle the major issues long-term of our day. 

Please rid us of corruption, incompetence, selfishness, greed, 

inequalities, and self-indulgence. Help us to contribute generously to our 

neighbouring nations, and to our world.  

Please have mercy on all Australians, and teach us to trust in your Son 

and our Saviour, to love you, and to love our neighbours. May your 

name be sanctified in Australia, your kingdom come, and your will be 

done.  

For Christ’s sake,  Amen 

Notices 
Extension of the latest COVID 
restrictions.  As has been the case for the 

past 2 Sundays, we are grateful that our parish 
is beyond the Blue Mountains.  It means we 
can continue to meet, whereas other churches 
nearby are purely online.  Again, our public 
corporate worship is impacted this Sunday, 
11th July.  Currently, the restrictions are 
shifted back another week & we hope will be 
lifted by the 18th.  Changes are: 
- No singing whatsoever 
- Mandatory wearing of masks inside the 

church building.  If you haven’t brought 
your own, disposable masks are available 
at the entrance. 

- Limited seating.  At Lithgow our capacity 
is 60, & Portland is 27.  We are again 
required to sit in front of place-cards.  
Because sitting in pairs puts the 
distancing ‘out’ with those in the 
surrounding rows, we ask for your grace 
to sit ‘alone’.  

Unfortunately, we have another difficult 
Sunday – more complicated with Fresh Food 
Day.  Pray for swift relief & that we might bear 
with one another in love throughout this.  
 

Youth & Children’s ministry.   All 

youth & Children’s ministry are returning from 
Sunday 18th July (KFJs, Tic Tacs & Portland Kids 
church) & Friday 23rd (Glow & ONE).  Pray for 
God to work powerfully amongst these 
ministries - & SRE (returning when school 
resumes) 
 

July’s Fresh Food Day.  Sunday 11th is 

our Fresh Food Day.  Many serve formally (& 
help is always welcome).  Everyone has the 
opportunity to informally make clients 
welcome.   We’d ask everyone to wear masks 
& be conscious of social distancing measures.  
 

Gratitude for informal service.  God 

graciously provides our needs through his 
people.  As we enter church each week, it’s 
easy to not notice a lot of un-rostered, unseen 
serving.  Thanks to those who make our 
grounds & buildings great places to be – from 
outside (gardening & mowing) to inside 
(cleaning & ordering the church building’s 
appearance).  
 

Newsletter availability.  With many 

keeping form gathering, feel free to take extra 
newsletters & drop them to those 
housebound.  Boxes on the church doors also 
have newsletters with a service outline & 
script of the sermon.  

 


