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Dear Friends, 
A core value of our church is ‘devotion to prayer & studying 
the Bible’.  ‘Devotion’ implies a love for these activities that 
means we want to keep improving & growing.  So, we don’t 
simply talk to each other about what we’re praying, but how 
we might learn to pray better (remember the disciples’ 
request to Jesus in last Sunday’s sermon?).  An article by Ian 
Paul made me reflect on not only what I read in Scripture, 
but how I read it.  Paul argues for ‘Why we should all be 
using printed Bibles’.  It’s worth reading in full 
(https://www.psephizo.com/biblical-studies/why-we-should-
all-be-using-printed-bibles/).  Sharing my following edit of his 
argument, I trust, will keep us talking about how we grow in 
our values: 
 

Navigation:  When a reading is announced, it is quicker and 
easier for those with print Bibles to find the reading, 
especially when the page number in common pew Bibles is 
given. The basic reason for this is that electronic texts are, 
in effect, scrolls; they read across, but are a virtual form of 
a continuous linear text. […] Because of their easy 
navigability, paper books and documents may be better 
suited to absorption in a text. “The ease with which you can 
find out the beginning, end and everything in-between and 
the constant connection to your path, your progress in the 
text, might be some way of making it less taxing 
cognitively, so you have more free capacity for 
comprehension,’ (Mangen).  Surveys indicate that screens 
and e-readers interfere with two other important aspects 
of navigating texts: serendipity and a sense of 
control. People report that they enjoy flipping to a previous 
section of a paper book when a sentence surfaces a 
memory of something they read earlier, for example, or 
quickly scanning ahead on a whim. People also like to have 
as much control over a text as possible—to highlight with 
chemical ink, easily write notes to themselves in the 
margins as well as deform the paper however they choose. 
 

Canon:  When you open a print Bible, you are immediately 
aware of where the text you are reading comes in the Bible 
as a whole. Genesis is at the beginning; the Psalms are in 
the middle. Revelation is at the end. Noticing these, even 
unconsciously, is contributing to your biblical literacy—your 
overall understanding of the shape of the biblical story—
and this is a crucial skill in reading and interpreting well. […]  
Even more importantly, print Bibles naturally give you the 
immediate context of a reading. […] If I have my print Bible 
open, I see as part of my reading the passages preceding 
and following, and with the turn of the page the wider 
context still. This is not simply harder with electronic texts; 
it is not a natural part of the reading process. 
 

Learning and cognition: The issue of canonical 
understanding relates to wide questions about effective 
learning. There is a significant move gathering pace in 
higher education away from electronic resources and 
screens, because the research evidence suggest 
that screens actually inhibit learning for a variety of 
reasons.  […]  I can still remember very clearly where on the 
page certain passages come, not least in relation to 
the Annie Vallotton pictures in the Good News Bible I read 
as a teenager. Our brains are not abstract processors of 
communication; we are embedded in the real world, and 
real-world experiences make a difference to how we think. 
[…] We often think of reading as a cerebral activity 
concerned with the abstract—with thoughts and ideas, 
tone and themes, metaphors and motifs. As far as our 
brains are concerned, however, text is a tangible part of 
the physical world we inhabit. In fact, the brain essentially 
regards letters as physical objects because it does not really 
have another way of understanding them.  We are not 
spirits trapped in physical bodies, waiting to escape to an 
immaterial spiritual world. We are body-soul unities, and 
our future hope is physical, in the resurrection of the dead 
and a new heaven and earth. No wonder the physically of 
texts matters to us. 
 

Real and lasting: For most of us, electronic texts are 
ephemeral whilst printed texts are, in some distinct sense, 
real and lasting. […] Justin Hardin, who teaches in a 
seminary in the States, commented: ‘The other senses are 
deprived when we read electronically. The smell of the 
paper. The weight of the book in our hands. The rustle of 
the pages as we flip to new sections. How can we immerse 
ourselves into the work of reading when we reduce it to a 
screen? (And this doesn’t address silent reading v. reading 
aloud.) I have had technology-free classrooms my whole 
career, and with each crop of students, they find it more 
and more refreshing.’ I find it fascinating to note that 
scripture refers to itself less as ‘what was said’ and more as 
‘it is written’. The inscription of text in a physical form gives 
it a permanence and a reality which electronic texts can 
never have. God made himself known in a physical, 
personal expression in Jesus, and continues to make 
himself known in the physical, written expression in 
scripture. 
 

Public:  Books are public; by and large screens are private. 
If you are studying the Bible in a small group, the dynamic 
feels quite different when all are reading print Bibles on 
public display compared with everyone reading on their 
phones. Try it! Scripture is ‘public truth’, public testimony 
about who God is and the person and work of Jesus, and 
we need to keep it public. 

In Him, Mark Smith

https://www.psephizo.com/biblical-studies/why-we-should-all-be-using-printed-bibles/
https://www.psephizo.com/biblical-studies/why-we-should-all-be-using-printed-bibles/
http://books.google.com/books/about/Electronic_journal_literature.html?id=YSFlAAAAMAAJ
http://aisel.aisnet.org/ecis2011/141/
https://www.psephizo.com/biblical-studies/five-essentials-of-biblical-interpretation-1-canon-2/
https://seii.mit.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/SEII-Discussion-Paper-2016.02-Payne-Carter-Greenberg-and-Walker-2.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annie_Vallotton


Sermon notes:  2 Chronicles 24v17-22 & Luke 11v29-12v12 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 
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Word of encouragement:  Spring into new life & tips 
for evangelism (James Barnes, Community Pastor) 

 

It is an odd time to be trying to share your faith, with lockdowns and restrictions 
wouldn’t it be easier to settle in under a blanket and watch Netflix for the rest of 
your life. We know the temptation to avoid the work and pain in reaching out, But 
Pauls letters encourages us and other church’s from in prison. I think we still have 
more freedom and resources than he did. So we need to continue finding the lost 
and broken to pointing them to the only saviour, Jesus. That is the heart of our 
church and that is why we take this opportunity to grow our knowledge and 
experience in how to share our faith in Christ in a real way. 
I have been blessed with lots of sources to grow my evangelistic skills and I hope 
the little I have passed on is encouraging you in what it looks like to see people 
spring into new life with Jesus. If you are after more reading and listening read 
Sam Chan “how to talk about Jesus without being that guy” or Rico Tice “honest 
evangelism, How to talk about Jesus even though it hurts” or if podcasts are your 
thing, search the ‘Speak life’ podcast, or ‘Salt’ conversations with Jenny Salt. We 
are also going to do a training package from the spring into new life outreach 
program with extra content so watch this space. Now though I would love to give 
you a reminder of our 7 tips from our spring into new life clips. 

1) Why do evangelism (The Lord lives in you and speaks through you), 2 cor 4 
10-15 You need to share your faith in your character but also with words. Where 
is your confidence, where do you get the words to speak? GOD! Even when you 
feel you stuff up or said the wrong words it was God’s plan, and He will use it. 
2) What stops us doing evangelism (Pray, Because only the Lord can lift the veil), 
2 Cor 4:1-6 Where do you prioritise Gods mission and your trust in him, keep 
doing what you are doing but with a God focus. 2 cor 5:10-11 God will be our 
Judge so we should be doing his work. 
3) Cultural awareness (see into their heart and preach into their heart), We are 
all different and you need to tailor the way you share the gospel for each person 
(preach the same gospel differently). Talk to people and see what they need and 
show them Jesus provides it to the full. 
4) What do they worship (Recognise everyone worships something and 
Remember only God is worth of worship), Find out what people worship, 
worship is what they treasure in their heart. Get to know them and tell them 
stories from the bible or your life of how Jesus is worthy of following how this 
makes a difference in your life. Push through the pain line and talk God stuff. 
5) Be their unofficial Chaplin, (be there for spiritual wisdom from God) Be there 
to care for people through their life’s troubles carry their burdens with them. 
Share spiritual wisdom from the bible. You have the handbook from the creator 
(the Bible) so share it. 1 Cor 2:12-13 
6) Merge your universes (Be all things for all people), Think of someone you 
know who isn’t a follower of Christ. Go to their things, invite them to your things, 
hang out with Christians and non-Christians together. The more Christians 
people know the more believable the Cristian faith is. Believability is not just 
based on facts, evidence and data. Belief often comes through community, 
friends and family. 1 Cor 9:19, 22-23 
7) Testimony (Share how Jesus is real in your life), 1 John 5:11- 12 You may not 
feel like a bible teacher but you should be bible sharer, share something you 
have recently heard in a sermon or read in the bible. Tell how God has grown 
you to be more faith full to him. A testimony doesn’t need to be your life story a 
short 3-5 minute story of how Jesus is real in your life. If Jesus is real in your life 
he can be real in their life. 

Sharing your faith is a wonderful opportunity and could save a loved-one’s life. It is 
sometimes slow so be patient but when you see a leap forward share it with us so 
we can praise God together. Continue to pray and labour in the Lord because our 
labour in him is not in vain.  Get out there and see what God does, James Barnes.  

Keeping in Contact 
Ministry contacts: 
Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
 

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Community Pastor (Part-time) 
James Barnes      0424 825 369 
james.barnes@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
 

Parish Council 
Sue Engeler    0431 101 476 
Nick McKinney       0450 098 973 
David Moffitt    0409 047 111 
Bronwyn Webb    0416 189 960  
 

Pastoral contacts  
(Growth Group leaders) 
Peter Avery     6352 3059 
Julie Barnett     6352 2553 
James Barnes     0424 825 369 
Erica Debeuzeville  0466 994 741 
Andrew Doran     0466 734 110 
Ralph Fairbairn     0400 302 901 
Jill Hookham     0403 502 181 
Philippe Reyter      0402 515 165 
Garry Roberts     0400 075 761 
Julie Roberts     0429 911 643 
Anna Smith      0424 340 687 
Declan Smith     0474 231 223 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
 

Ministry Teams & Leaders 
Blessing Relationships (Julie 
Roberts): Seeking to strengthen 
relationships in our community (in 
church & beyond) 
 

Mercy Ministry (George Auld): 
seeking to serve spiritual needs by 
meeting physical & emotional 
difficulties.  
 

Reaching Out (James Barnes): 
Seeking to make disciples of Jesus 
from this town & the world. 
 

Youth & Children’s (John Young): 
seeking to make youth & children in 
our town & church disciples of Jesus 



Prayer Points 
 

Each day this week, use both the collect for 
this Sunday & the puritan prayer ‘Meeting 
God’ from Valley of Vision.  As the week 
progresses, express the sentiment in your 
own words.  
 

Collect: Almighty and merciful God, of your 
bountiful goodness keep us from everything 
that may hurt us, that we may be ready in 
body and soul cheerfully to accomplish 
whatever you want us to do; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Meeting God: Great God, in public and 
private, in sanctuary and home, may my life 
be steeped in prayer, filled with the spirit of 
grace and supplication, each prayer 
perfumed with the incense of atoning 
blood. Help me, defend me, until from 
praying ground I pass to the realm of 
unceasing praise. Urged by my need, invited 
by Thy promises, called by Thy Spirit, I enter 
Thy presence, worshipping Thee with godly 
fear, awed by Thy majesty, greatness, glory, 
but encouraged by Thy love.  
 
I am all poverty as well as all guilt, having 
nothing of my own with which to repay 
Thee, but I bring Jesus to Thee in the arms 
of faith, pleading His righteousness to 
offset my iniquities, rejoicing that He will 
weigh down the scales for me, and satisfy 
thy justice. I bless Thee that great sin 
draws out great grace, that, although the 
lest sin deserves infinite punishment 
because done against an infinite God, yet 
there is mercy for me, for where guilt is 
most terrible, there Thy mercy in Christ is 
most free and deep. Bless me by revealing 
to me more of His saving merits, by causing 
Thy goodness to pass before me, by 
speaking peace to my contrite heart; 
strengthen me to give Thee no rest untiI 
Christ shall reign supreme within me in 
every thought, word, and deed, in a faith 
that purifies the heart, overcomes the 
world, works by love, fastens me to Thee, 
and ever clings to the cross.  Amen. 
 

Notices 
Online Church & returning to in-person:  With our government 

releasing the ‘Roadmap out of lockdown’, we’ve more clarity about church 
life.  As a parish, we are looking to Sunday October 31st & Monday 1st 
November as our return to ‘in-person church’.  It will be with tight 
restrictions on numbers – which will loosen from the start of December.  
Until then a service will continue to be livestreamed at 10am on Sunday, & 
it remains on our Youtube channel (LPA Church) for you to watch or share 
later.  That live-stream will remain, even after we return to in-person.  
 

Changes in the government meant some changes to the roadmap.  Please 
pray for Mark & the Parish Council as we seek to work out all the details 
for the life of our church family. 
 

Rosters for in-person church.  New rosters have been assembled 

& sent via email to all who receive church news weekly.  It is sent for 
simplicity that way, whether or not your name is on the roster.  If you need 
it in a different form (eg. printed), contact Mark. 
 

October’s Fresh Food Day.  Despite not being able to meet as 

church, we do have permission to run our Fresh Food Day.  Thanks to all 
who’ve already volunteered their services on Sunday 10th to distribute at 
Lithgow (11:15-12:30) & Portland (4:15-5:30).   
 

‘Growing Conversations about Jesus’:  Anglicare’s Gospel 

Communications Learning consultant, Wendy Potts, is running a free 4-
week online training course called “Growing Conversations about Jesus”.  
The course is open to all Fresh Food & Pantry volunteers across the 
diocese.  It is designed to better equip us all to make the most of the 
opportunity Fresh Food Days provide to introduce customers to Jesus.  The 
sessions run on Tuesdays in the month of November (2nd,9th,16th,23rd) at 2 
different times: 

To register for the 10am – 11:30am TUESDAY session: 
https://www.trybooking.com/BUKFA  
To register for the 1:30pm – 3pm TUESDAY session: 
https://www.trybooking.com/BUKFD  

 

National Church Life Survey.  Every 5 years, in line with Australia’s 

census, all Christians in our country are invited to participate in a church 
census.  This census is across denominations.  We do it mindful of wise 
counsel: ‘Don’t let numbers go to your head, or lack of numbers go to your 
heart’ (Keller).  We participate because ‘Appropriately used, they are a tool 
that can help us in our prayerful aim of reaching every community within 
the geographic reach of our Diocese with the gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ’ (Bishop Hayward, Wollongong).   
We need to sign up in coming weeks to do the survey in November.  With 
options of online & paper, expect to receive a brief email survey from 
church with your preferred form, so we can place an order 
 

October’s Southern Cross:  The diocesan paper is available online 

(only).  Follow the link https://sydneyanglicans.net/about/southerncross 
 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name: ANGLICAN PARISH of LITHGOW DIRECT GIVING   
BSB -  062591      Account No. – 10085204 
At the bank - Use the above details to deposit at the bank (CBA) 
Cheque - Send to PO Box 192 Lithgow, NSW, 2790 
In person – Sunday 3rd October, those who’d prefer to give in 
person can: Lithgow - 8:15-8:30am; Wallerawang – 8:45am-9am; 
Portland – 9:15-9:30am 

Groups that we are able to pass your giving on 
to: 

 

Some choose to give through us to others (by 
marking their giving).  We can do this for the 
following groups: AFES; Anglican Aid; Anglicare; 
Arise; BCA; CAP; CMS (Newbys); Fresh Food; LCEA; 
Open Doors; MAF (Hadfields); Pioneers (Blair); 
Winter Appeal; Nungalinya College 

 

https://www.trybooking.com/BUKFA
https://www.trybooking.com/BUKFD
https://sydneyanglicans.net/about/southerncross

