
 

Parish Newsletter for May 10th 2020 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Under normal circumstances many people would be gathering with family – 
honouring & celebrating with their Mum.  Mother’s Day is a chance to give 
expression to those who’ve served so graciously all our lives.  For others, today 
is difficult – recalling failures to love, missed opportunities & the loss of those 
we love.  As God’s people, Mother’s Day gives us a chance to reflect on family 
– even as we are apart.  Not simply our biological families, but also our 
spiritual family.  3 ways to make the most of this day as Christians 

 
First, Give thanks for mothers.  Apart from your own success in parenting (or that of your parents), 
motherhood is honourable.  God bestows honour on the position in creation, when he establishes us in His 
image to relate like Him & rule the world under Him.  This can’t be done alone, & certainly can’t be done 
without mothers.  Motherhood is designed to fit God’s design in creation.  Even more, God tasks parents with 
the responsibility of being the primary teachers about life & God’s ways (Deuteronomy 4 or Proverbs 1v8).  
Mothers aren’t just essential to building society, they are essential in building the character of society.  It’s no 
wonder God calls children to honour their father & mother (Exodus 20 & Ephesians 6).  As Christians, today is a 
chance to thank God for not only our own mothers – but all mothers.  We do it by praising God for ordering our 
world with mothers & also in affirming mothers in their role.  
 
Second, Give thanks for those who were spiritual parents to us.  The Christian life is a family.  Jesus promises 
to those who have to forsake their own families for the Kingdom of God, that they will receive 100-fold blessing 
– including new mothers (Mark 10v30).  This understanding shaped Paul’s ministry.  As you read his words, take 
a moment to consider who that describes in your own Christian walk. 

As apostles of Christ we could have been a burden to you, but we were gentle among you, like a mother 
caring for her little children.  We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the 
gospel of God but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us.  Surely you remember, brothers, 
our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached 
the gospel of God to you.  You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were 
among you who believed.  For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own 
children,  encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his 
kingdom and glory. (1 Thessalonians 2v6-12) 

For some of us, Paul’s words capture our own biological parents – who took their spiritual responsibility 
seriously.  For others, we think of women & men who took us under their wing, & over the years ensured we 
grew in Christ.  Today is a chance to thank God for them (& if they aren’t yet home in glory – to express thanks 
to them for their ‘spiritual parenting’). 
 
Third, Give thanks for the privilege of being in God’s family.  Perhaps the greatest assurance we can have as 
Christians is the doctrine of adoption.  God calls us his child, makes us heirs & allows us to call Him ‘Father’.   JI 
Packer writes: ‘If you want to judge how well a person understands Christianity, found out how much he makes 
of the thought of being God’s child, and having God as his Father.  If this is not the thought that prompts & 
controls his worship & prayers & his whole outlook on life, it means that he does not understand Christianity 
very well.’   Today is a reminder – no matter what our human parents were like – we’ve the perfect parent in 
God Himself! 
 
In Him, 
 
Mark Smith 
 
 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 
 



 

We break from 2 Corinthians, as Bishop Gary Koo preaches 
from Romans 5.  Readings: Isaiah 40v25-31 & Romans 5v1-11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keeping in Contact 
 
Ministry contacts: 
 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
  

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
  

Office Administration 
Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Fridays 9 – 4pm 
 

People I need to contact.  After 

reading this & joining in ‘church’, 
who are the one or two people God 
put on my heart to contact & pray 
for? 
 

 
  

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 

 

www.lpachurch.org.au • office@lpachurch.org.au • PO Box 192, Lithgow • (02) 6351 3070  
St. Paul’s: Railway Parade, Lithgow • St Thomas’: Commens St, Wallerawang • St. Stephen’s: Williwa St, Portland 

 



The situation of our Mission Partners: Church Missionary Society (CMS) 
 
CMS have a general note on their website:  
“God is our help and strength, an ever present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1). The psalmist was facing a crisis very different from 
that which we are facing today, but the same assurance stands. Our God is our refuge and we must look confidently to him in 
times of trouble. In verse 10 of the same Psalm we read these words: “Be still and know that I am God: I will be exalted among 
the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 
Even as the world closes its borders, God’s mission cannot be locked down, or restricted. More than ever the world needs to 
hear the good news that Christ has risen and has overcome the world. We are committed as ever to see a world that knows 
Jesus.  The spread of the Coronavirus COVID-19 is having a continuing global effect, as most governments worldwide have closed 
borders and moved into lock down arrangements to limit its further spread. This has significant implications for our missionaries. 
We have been in regular contact with them all and can report that all are well and coping with the current restrictions. We are 
working with them to ensure that they are managing risk appropriately and have good pastoral care strategies in place. 
 
The vast majority of our missionaries on location will remain where they are and follow their government directions. For most 
this means lock down for the time being. But their mission work continues as they find new ways to communicate with others, 
to disciple, to teach and to share the gospel. Over the coming months we will hear many unexpected stories of how God has 
used them for his glory. Please pray that under these trying circumstances they will continue to preach the gospel, love their 
neighbours and be a witness to the goodness of God. When much of the world is gripped in fear, we have the opportunity to be 
a witness to the hope and confidence we have in Christ and our God who drives out all fear. 
 
Some missionaries have reluctantly taken the opportunity to return to Australia because of particular medical and family 
concerns. Some others have opted to bring forward their home assignment aware that travel restrictions may have prevented 
them returning when they had planned. 
 
Our missionaries currently on Home Assignment will remain in Australia for the foreseeable future. Of course, Home Assignment 
will look very different for them as churches operate on-line.  Please be in prayer for our missionaries and for CMS. Whilst 
mission will look different for a while, together we continue to work towards the same goal to share Christ with this around the 
world, so that name of Christ will be exalted. 
 
John Lovell (General Secretary - CMS NSW & ACT) wrote the following to active supporters: 

CMS has always existed to set apart, equip and support missionaries who cross cultures to share the gospel of Jesus Christ.  We 
remain committed to this purpose. 
  
The coronavirus is already having an impact on our financial support and we have been working hard to address the economic 
challenges that face us in the coming months.  The Board and management have carefully and prayerfully responded to this 
situation to ensure that the CMS Fellowship can continue to send and support all of our existing missionaries.  Four members 
of our staff team have been made redundant. This has been a difficult decision to make, and I want to acknowledge the 
gracious and godly response of these staff members in light of this difficult news. 
  
For the next three months, the majority of our staff, including myself, have chosen to reduce their pay by 20%. And many of our 
missionaries currently in Australia and disrupted by the pandemic have also volunteered to be on a reduced pay during this 
time. 
  
Our priority is to keep sending and supporting workers who share the love of Jesus throughout the world. God-willing, we hope 
to do this until Jesus returns. But for this I need your help.  We are a Fellowship, and we all have a part to play. Our staff team 
and our missionaries have been playing their part amidst these challenging circumstances. What part will you play?  I know 
many of you have lost jobs and livelihoods in this crisis. My heart goes out to you, and I want to ask that you continue to stand 
with our Fellowship in prayer.  For those in a position to do so, would you consider increasing your financial support of CMS, so 
that we can continue to support our gospel workers?  Will you also pray for a strong result in the upcoming CMS Lasting Hope 
Appeal, which is critical to our ongoing support for CMS missionaries? 

At this time of separation, it’s important to encourage one another by sharing how God has worked in us 
& continues to work through us.  Email your personal testimonies to Mark (400-500 words). 

 
Direct Giving details 

Account Name: ANGLICAN PARISH of LITHGOW DIRECT 
GIVING   
BSB -  062591    Account No. – 10085204 
At the bank - Use the above details to make a deposit 
at the bank 
Cheque - Send to PO Box 192 Lithgow, NSW, 2790 

Giving in the time of COVID-19 
The wardens would encourage all to give online where they 
are able.  If you prefer to give in person, on the first Sunday of 
each month 2 trustworthy people will be on-site to receive 
offertory.   The next date is Sunday 7th June:  Lithgow - 11:15-
11:30am; Wallerawang – 11:45am-12:00pm; Portland – 
12:15-12:30pm 



Prayer Points 
 

Sunday 10th May – Almighty God, you show to those 
who are in error the light of your truth so that they 
may return into the way of righteousness: grant to 
all who are admitted into the fellowship of Christ’s 
service that they may renounce those things that are 
contrary to their profession and follow all such 
things as are agreeable to it; through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen 
 
Monday 11th May – Open Doors reports that women 
face gender specific persecution (such as forced 
marriages as a form of religious attack).  Pray that 
women of the persecuted church will remain 
steadfast, finding rest and comfort in God’s 
promises. Pray for safety and protection over 
women persecuted for their faith. Pray that women 
all around the world will be strengthened to follow 
Jesus, no matter the cost. 
 
Tuesday 12th May -  Reflect on this prayer of Agur 
(Proverbs 30v7-9) & make it your own: "Two things I 
ask of you, O LORD; do not refuse me before I die: 
Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither 
poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. 
Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and 
say, 'Who is the LORD?' Or I may become poor and 
steal, and so dishonour the name of my God.’ 
 
Wednesday 13th May – Give thanks for patience of 
God.  He is not slow in keeping His promises but is 
allowing time for salvation.  
 
Thursday 14th May - Pray for every aspect of our 
church life to reflect accurately our desire to be 
‘Knowing Jesus, Serving Jesus, Proclaiming Jesus’. 
 
Friday 15th May – Reflect on 2 Corinthians 12v8-9 & 
let it shape your prayer: ‘Three times I pleaded with 
the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, 
"My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the 
more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's 
power may rest on me.’ 
 
Saturday 16th May - Knowing the compassion of 
Christ for the lost: ‘The harvest is plentiful but the 
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.’ 
(Matt 9v38) 
 
Sunday 17th May - Heavenly Father, the giver of all 
good things, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and 
grant that by your holy inspiration we may think 
those things that are good, and by your merciful 
guidance may perform them; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, Amen 

Notices 
 

Discovering Christianity (3-2-1).  Lockdown is the perfect 

opportunity to explore Christianity in the ‘privacy’ of online 
resources.  3-2-1 is a website with clips & questions that explain 
the gospel.  To quote: ‘If Christianity is a house, consider 321 ‘the 
grand tour’. You’re invited to step inside and have a look at the 
Christian faith from within.’  Check it out yourself, & then share 
with friends & Family: http://three-two-one.org/  
 

Southern Cross. Our diocesan paper, Southern Cross, is now 

freely available online.  May’s edition covers: Ministry in a COVID-
19 world; Radical rethink for Moore Missions; Newmarch House 
Coronavirus culture shock; Sex Q and A; Some good news; PLUS: 
news, views, reviews and more.  Follow the link 
https://sydneyanglicans.net/southerncross  
 

Caring for your marriage - & other resources.  
Christian, Congregation member and mental health professional, 
Suzanne Carson, has already provided a 15 minute clip of advice to 
care for yourself during lockdown (on our youtube).  Her latest 
resource is ‘Caring for your marriage in times of stress’.  Watching 
it is 10 minutes well spent.  If you have any particular topics you’d 
like addressed (as a single or couple), write suggestions in the 
comments on the youtube page. 
Suzanne also recommends for couples the ‘Small things often’ 
podcast (from the Gottman Institute): give your relationship a 
boost in less than 5 minutes.  Checkout their website too 
https://www.gottman.com/ 
 

Fresh Food Day – 17th May.  Our partnership with 

Anglicare in providing Fresh Food & a Mobile Pantry is needed now 
more than ever. It’s a hand up, not simply a hand out.  
This month we’d welcome more volunteers (to allow for shifts & 
prevent the double-up some had to do).  Volunteer are needed on 
Friday 15th from 1-4pm (or part), Sunday 17th  11:15am at Lithgow, 
& 4pm at Portland.  Contact Mark if you’d like to be involved. 
 

Catch up & share online church & Glow.  If you missed 

a previous service – or think it would be helpful for someone else – 
all online church is available at our youtube page.  Either go to 
youtube & search ‘Lithgow Anglican’, or use this direct link 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnuMfxexSgmazKVkzjDCbkw 
The same possibility is there for our children’s ministry GLOW.  A 
great resource for our children & their friends.  You can find it 
through our youtube page or this direct link 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs6P3zNC6S85ZEKaxsO69xw 
 

Update from Samuel Ogg (Mission partner, SRE 
Lithgow High).  I wanted to share with you an update on the 

state of SRE in schools at the moment. I'm sure most of you are 
aware that SRE has been paused during the current pandemic and 
is not set to return until schools return to normal operations.  
Whilst this is frustrating, there is now an online portal where 
parents and students can access SRE material both for primary and 
high school. The website is christiansre.com.au and there is a 
combined Christian SRE tab.  
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