
Parish Newsletter:  
January 10th 2021 

 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
Last week’s newsletter highlighted our church value: 
‘Devotion to prayer & Bible 
studying the Bible’.  We 
picked up on privilege & 
opportunity of ‘daily quiet 
time’: you spending time 
each day with your Lord, 
reading His Word & speaking 
to Him.   What it didn’t 
highlight is the privilege, 
opportunity & importance of 
not doing it alone.   Matt 
Smethurst has written helpfully of the need we have to 
spend time with others & the Lord.  This newsletter & 
next, I’ll share his work.  The first picks up the collective 
nature of Wisdom & ‘Word-filled friendships’, next week 
Pastors/ministers & the challenge for us all: 
 
For many years I loved Jesus, loved the Scriptures, affirmed 
the importance of community . . . and yet still basically 
approached my Christianity as a solo sport. Now, I never 
consciously thought, I love Jesus but not the church. It was 
more subtle, more like, I love Jesus but don’t really need 
the church. If my Christian life was a meal, the church was 
a side dish: a nice addition but entirely optional.  
I wish someone had gently pointed me to the Bible I loved 
and showed me the breath-taking vision it casts for the 
Christian life—and how stunted mine was by comparison. 
(I’m sure people did, actually, but I was just too blind, or 
unwilling, to see it.)  
Christianity is not a solo sport, thankfully. It is a community 
project, a team effort. 
 
Wisdom Is Collective. None of us opens God’s Word in a 
vacuum. We are complex individuals who come to the 
Scriptures with suitcases of experiences and intuitions, 
beliefs and biases. There is no such thing as a “neutral” 
reading of any book—especially one that makes all-
encompassing claims over our lives.  
In addition, we are all wired differently. While some are 
inclined to read the Bible more academically, others are 
apt to read it more devotionally (these aren’t mutually 
exclusive, though; they should go together). In the world of 
sports, we sometimes hear of a particular athlete who is 
the “complete package.” She can do it all, people say. 
When it comes to understanding and applying Scripture, 
however, no one lives up to that description. It’s 
imperative, therefore, that we approach Scripture 
alongside others, in the context of a diverse community—
otherwise our experiences will limit us, our preferences will 
govern us, and our biases will blind us. 

It’s so easy to impose our pet agendas on God’s Word 
without realizing it. For example, I might read it only in 
light of some personal situation I have experienced or look 
for it to confirm my previously held positions. We 
desperately need other Christians—ideally those who are 
different from us—to function in our lives as both barrier-
setters and barrier-removers, simultaneously keeping us 
from reading wrongly and freeing us to read wisely. 
 
Word-Filled Friendships. The earliest Christians didn’t 
waste any time before rallying together around God’s 
Word. Luke summarizes the rhythm of their lives: “They 
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer” (Acts 
2:42). In today’s highly individualistic society, it’s so easy to 
try to devote yourself to the apostles’ teaching—that is, to 
Scripture—apart from any meaningful fellowship. Of 
course it’s very important to regularly read your Bible 
alone. But the early church set an example that is crucial 
for us to apply: fellowship with others anchored in God’s 
Word and prayer. In fact, this is precisely what Paul tells 
the Colossians:  
Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you 
teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through 
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God 
with gratitude in your hearts. (Col. 3:16) 
It’s a bit unfortunate that our English Bibles don’t say 
“y’all,” since the word “you” in Scripture is pluralized the 
vast majority of the time. One typical example is this 
challenge to all those in the Colossian church to “let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly,” which presumes the 
members aren’t a bunch of spiritual silos. They’re doing life 
together, as a body.  
Did you know that even Peter—rock of the church and 
apostle of the risen Christ—gravely misunderstood his Bible 
and needed someone else to correct him (Gal. 2:11–21)? If 
Peter wasn’t above misreading God’s Word, we’re not 
either.  
Or consider Apollos, whom Luke describes as “a learned 
man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures” (Acts 
18:24). He knew and taught his Bible well. And yet even he 
needed two others, Priscilla and Aquila, who took him 
aside and “explained to him the way of God more 
adequately” (Acts 18:26). Again, if Apollos wasn’t above 
misreading God’s Word, neither are we. 
 
In Him, Mark Smith 

 

 

PS – Remember online church is 9am only in January.   It 
is accessed through a different platform (youtube).  
Please read additional document that explains it simply & 
with pictures. 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/3-common-ways-to-read-scripture/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/3-common-ways-to-read-scripture/
https://www.esv.org/Acts%202%3A42/
https://www.esv.org/Acts%202%3A42/
https://www.esv.org/Col.%203%3A16/
https://www.esv.org/Gal.%202%3A11%E2%80%9321/
https://www.esv.org/Acts%2018%3A24/
https://www.esv.org/Acts%2018%3A24/
https://www.esv.org/Acts%2018%3A26/


Sermon notes:  
Psalm 100 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Keeping in Contact 
Ministry contacts: 
Senior Minister 
Mark Smith     0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Thursdays  
 

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418 610 655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 
 

Wardens 

Robert Hookham   0403 506 693 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
Eric Young               0429 664 436 
  

Pastoral contacts (Growth 
Group leaders) 
Peter Avery     6352 3059 
Julie Barnett     6352 2553 
James Barnes     0424 825 369 
Andrew Doran     0466 734 110 
Ralph Fairbairn     0400 302 901 
Jill Hookham     0403 502 181 
Lauren Hookham    0400 295 427 
Philippe Reyter      6352 1803 
Garry Roberts     0400 075 761 
Julie Roberts     0429 911 643 
Anna Smith      0424 340 687 
John Stevens           0438 473 862 
 
 

People I need to contact.  After 

reading this & joining in church, 
who are the one or two people God 
put on my heart to contact & pray 
for? 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
 

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 
 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 
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Job Opportunity: Community Pastor.   
We are currently looking for a mature & godly Christian with a passion for the lost to work part-time with 
our church.  The role’s focus is to ‘Bring new people to faith in Christ, active in the life of Christ’s body, 
by: 1) Implementing a clear system that takes outsiders to committed disciples of Christ serving in our 
parish; 2) Evangelising local unbelievers in the area (including Lithgow – prioritising Portland & 
Wallerawang); & 3) building the current congregations in Wallerawang & Portland. 
 

Feel free to make this known to those you might think suitable.  Contact Mark for more details of the role 
& to apply.  Applications close January 22nd, 2021 

 
Bible Reading:  

With restrictions on handing out Bibles, over the next few Sundays we will print the passages (breaking & reducing our 
usual encouragements section) as we get into the rhythm of bringing our own Bibles.  Today, we have the passage we’ll 
focus on in the sermon. 
 

 

Old Testament reading: Psalm 100 
 
A psalm. For giving thanks.  

1  Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. 
 2 Worship the LORD with gladness; come 
before him with joyful songs. 
 3 Know that the LORD is God. It is he who 
made us, and we are his; we are his 
people, the sheep of his pasture. 
 4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his 
courts with praise; give thanks to him and 
praise his name. 
 5 For the LORD is good and his love 
endures for ever; his faithfulness 
continues through all generations. 

NT reading: Philippians 4v4-6 
 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it 
again: Rejoice! 
 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. 
The Lord is near. 
 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but 
in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God. 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name: ANGLICAN PARISH of LITHGOW DIRECT 
GIVING   
BSB -  062591      Account No. – 10085204 
At the bank - Use the above details to make a deposit at 
the bank (CBA) 
Cheque - Send to PO Box 192 Lithgow, NSW, 2790 

Groups we are able to pass your giving 
on to 

Some choose to give through us to others (by marking their 
giving).  We can do this for the following groups: AFES; 
Anglican Aid; Anglicare; Arise; BCA; CAP; CMS (Newbys); 
Fresh Food; LCEA; Open Doors; MAF (Hadfields); Pioneers 
(Blair); Winter Appeal; Nungalinya College 



Prayer Points 
 

Each day this week, pray daily the collect from 
our Prayer Book & the Prayer of Devotion 
(Puritan prayer from ‘Valley of Vision’).  As the 
week continues, we-work the prayers into your 
own language. 
 

Collect for Sunday – Eternal Father, who 
declared Jesus our Lord to be your beloved 
Son at his baptism: grant that we and all who 
have become his members through baptism 
may rejoice to be your children and the 
servants of all men; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen 
 
Prayer of Devotion (from the Valley of 
Vision) 
 
God of my end, it is my greatest, noblest 
pleasure to be acquainted with Thee and with 
my rational, 
immortal soul; it is sweet and entertaining to 
look into my being when all my powers and 
passions are united and engaged in pursuit of 
Thee, when my soul longs and passionately 
breathes after 
conformity to Thee and the full enjoyment of 
Thee; no hours pass away with so much 
pleasure as those spent in communion with 
Thee and with my heart.  
 
O how desirable, how profitable to the 
Christian life is a spirit of holy watchfulness 
and godly jealousy over myself when my soul 
is afraid of nothing except grieving and 
offending Thee, the blessed God, my Father 
and friend, whom I then love and long to 
please, rather than be happy in myself! 
 
Knowing, as I do, that this is the pious 
temper, worthy of the highest ambition, and 
closest pursuit 
of intelligent creatures and holy Christians, 
may my joy derive from glorifying and 
delighting Thee.  
 
I long to fill all my time for Thee, whether at 
home or in the way; to place all my concerns 
in Thy hands; to be entirely at Thy disposal, 
having no will or interest of my own. Help me 
to live to Thee for ever, to make Thee my last 
and only end, so that I may never more in one 
instance love my sinful self.  AMEN 

Notices 
 

Joining a Growth Group in 2021.  Growth Groups exist to 

help every member grow in godliness.  It means Growth Groups are 
more than Bible Study groups – but not less; they are more than 
social groups, but not less.   January is the ideal time to join, re-join 
or shift groups.  On Sunday 17th, official sign-up forms will be 
available – or contact Mark directly to join.  
 

Online Church in January – 9am only.  We now live-stream 

the 9am ‘in person’ service.  We’re no longer pre-recording & editing 
the services (a special thanks to the small handful who served us so 
faithfully through 2020 in doing this).  Instead a single fixed camera 
will show what’s happening at church, through a system that 
interacts with what’s on the screen (for clarity with clips, creeds, 
prayers & song lyrics).  Our hope is that this format will create a 
different form of unity. 
IMPORTANTLY, it means shifting to youtube, instead of 
‘church.online’ to participate.  Full details are in the additional 
document. 
 

‘In person’ Church in January.  We meet this month 9am at 

Lithgow & 3pm at Portland.  If you’ve held back to leave space for 
others, please don’t’ hold back.  While we’ve not exceeded our 
Covid-capacity any Sunday in December (not even close recently), 
it’s still wise to pre-register with Mark – it speeds up entry, as well as 
avoids disappointment.  
The QR code (Service NSW) makes ‘checking-in’ swift, but it’s still 
possible to check in with paper & pen.  A list of those pre-registered 
is at the door, with space to tick if you used the QR code, or write 
your phone number if you didn’t. 
 

Fresh Food dates for 2021. We run Fresh Food Days in 

partnership with Anglicare.  It’s a help up, not a hand-out.  We seek 
to meet people’s physical & relational needs – that ultimately, we 
point to Jesus who can meet their spiritual needs.   We welcome 
more volunteers in 2021 to receive, pack & share these goods.   We 
take a break in January from our Fresh Food Days.  Dates for 2021 
are: 

Feb 14               May 16             Aug 15             Nov 14 
Mar 14              Jun 13              Sep 12               Dec 12 
Apr 18               Jul 11                Oct 10   

 

Advance notice: MATE.  Well known Christian sexologist, 

speaker and author, Patricia Weerakoon will be speaking at MATE 
Day 2021.   MATE Day is a Mountains Training Event for all God's 
people, and is held in the Upper Blue Mountains. With special 
seminars for kids, teenagers, adults and seniors, it caters for people 
of all ages.  Patricia will be speaking to adults and teenagers about 
God's Word on sex and relationships.  MATE Day Saturday 28th 
August 2021.  
 

Classifieds: A second hand electric Oven (60 Watt) is offered free 

to a new home.  Separately, a young woman new to town is looking 
to share rent in the area.  With both, contact Mark for more 
information.  

 
 


