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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR
ASSOCIATE PASTOR TRISH WOODRUFF
Dear Church,

LUMC KIDS
VBS Registration March 14 - July 1!
We will offer a 4-day VBS July 26 - 29, 9am - 12pm for children
ages PreK - Entering 6th Grade
and, NEW this year, Family VBS option Friday, July 30th, 6 8:30pm. Teen & Adult Volunteers can sign-up online as well!
Adults, remember that your children 6 mos - PreK can attend
VBS, so you can volunteer!
Check out our website for registration links and more
information!

Christmas Dinner for many with no home, phone calls of
compassion to exploited women, goodie bags for those with
memory issues - these are all fingerprints of Jesus reaching out to
those in our community who are often pushed to the margins. You,
the people of Lakewood UMC, have eyes to see the people that
many others look right past. May we continue to look outside the
walls of our building, asking God to lead us to places we can reveal
his transformational love.
~Trish

REACHING THE COMMUNITY
ON THE WAY TO BETHLEHEM
Advent 2020 was on the horizon. Questions regarding worship
services, concerts and schedules, coupled with COVID updates
and concerns, seemed to change almost daily.
How could we, as members of the children’s ministry, share the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with children this Advent season?
Moreover, how could we draw others, whose lives swirled in the
hustle and bustle of the secular world, into His story? Could the
Christmas story be told in a different way but still incorporate both
t h e B i b l i c a l Tr u t h s o f t h e p ro m i s e d S a v i o r a n d S c r i p t u r a l
references? A challenging task? Yes. Impossible? No! “For with
God nothing will be impossible.” Luke 1:37
With inspiration from the Holy Spirit, a drive through version of the
Christmas story was “born’. On the Way to Bethlehem was
scheduled for the second Sunday afternoon in Advent. Church
families and members of the community drove through the inside

perimeter of the parking lot pausing at various stations to read
Scripture and view each portion of the Christmas story. (A
condensed version was later designed as an outdoor walk through
experience for interested families closer to Christmas week.)
Becky Rice’s hand sewn Biblical costumes were worn by children
and adult choir members and their families. The angel Gabriel,
census takers, innkeepers, Mary, Joseph, shepherds, an angel
chorus and wise men from the East were lovingly portrayed.
Construction of scenery and a variety of props complimented each
vignette. Set up and take down crews provided invaluable
assistance.
To retell and honor the birth of the Savior in a meaningful way was
our vision and delight. To God be the glory.

Human trafficking is addressed through a partnership with
Rescue Houston/Rescue America and our monthly ‘Call of
Hope’ phone bank.

SHARING CHRISTMAS AT THE HOPE CENTER
To help spread the love of Christmas and to bring cheer, our
Lakewood United Methodist Men really stepped up and did
what they do best: provide a delicious meal! This time the
men were accompanied by some Lakewood women, as five
men and women from Lakewood wheeled in grills and
served up a scrumptious turkey dinner to the 42 guests at
the Hope Center Houston. In addition, they took gift bags
loaded with much-needed items such as blankets,
backpacks, wallets, writing tablets, pens, and hygiene
items. After being greeted, “Merry Christmas,” gift cards
from Chick-fil-a or McDonald’s were given to each guest.
One resident was so overwhelmed with this generosity, he
said, “I can’t believe you are doing this! Nobody ever gave
me nothing…This place is awesome!” Lakewood truly
believes that the Hope Center is “awesome,” which is why
we continue to support it with our prayers, presence, gifts,
service, and witness. Bob Butler, the director of the Hope
Center Houston, stated, “They were blessed because of the
generosity of many who contributed their money, time, and
gifts. However, those most blessed were all of us who saw
the faces of our dear friends light up as they encountered
the love of God in Christ, Emmanuel.”
Pictured: Sue Ellen & Tim Latham and Mark Goddell

For more information or to volunteer in this important
m i n i s t r y,
contact
Maureen
Chavez
at
mfaychavez@gmail.com.

Pictured: Annual Fair Trade Bake Sale

GATHERING PLACE
SOCIAL OUTREACH
Social Outreach is a Lakewood Mission Team focused on
the theme of Micah 6:8: “He has shown you, O mortal, what
is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”
Our goal is to raise awareness and be active participants in
the struggle with social justice issues through
demonstrating merciful love to our church community and
the larger human community. The primary focus has been
two-fold: encouraging the use of Fair Trade products and
doing what we can to help stop human trafficking.
Fair Trade products have been promoted through an annual
bake sale of home-made delights, all made with at least one
Fair Trade ingredient. In addition, the team has assembled
and distributed Easter Baskets, that include some Fair
Trade items to those needing some extra love. In prior years
there has been a Fair Trade cooking school, and we look
forward to a similar event in the future.

SHARING GOD’S BLESSINGS WITH MAUA
METHODIST HOSPITAL
Lakewood UMC is grateful to be able to share a
portion of God’s Blessings with Maua Methodist
Hospital (MMH). Although Lakewood could not
support Maua physically, we were able to support
them financially. Lakewood, under Missions
Coordinator, Jack Aulick, sent a donation to the
Service Fund of the hospital in the amount of $20,000!
This donation was funded by a Lakewood Sunday
School class, individual donations, and Lakewood
Missions. The donations were made to help in various
ways, with over half of it to be used for PPE,

necessary supplies, and for personnel. In addition,
the funds will help in supporting education, for
building a home for a family in the Aids Orphan
Program, and in providing insurance for the families in
greatest need. Hopefully, Lakewood can resume its
summer mission trips to Kenya to continue the
partnership we have started there. As Jack states, “I
give thanks to Him From Whom All Blessings Flow
that Lakewood could support this hospital in this way.
It is a joy enabled by our God that we may support
the needs of MMH. Thanks to all of you who made this
possible.”

Pictured: Team assembling Easter Baskets

A CALL OF HOPE
If you could provide just a word of love or encouragement
to someone trapped in a life they would like to escape,
would you take that opportunity? That is exactly what the
LUMC Social Outreach Team did when they jumped at the
opportunity to partner with Rescue America (formerly
Rescue Houston) to help reach individuals who are sexually
exploited and looking for an escape from that life. Houston
is a major hub for Human Trafficking, with more than 680
points of sale or exploitation in the greater Houston Area.
For this reason, Rescue America has a 24/7 hotline that
empowers the sexually exploited to exit the life via the 24/7
hotline and emergency assessment program. As part of this
partnership, LUMC created a branch of this phone bank,
Call of Hope, in which men and women call individuals
advertised on known sex trafficking sites and offer a
message of hope and a way out. They are reminded they
are valuable and loved by God and the community.
One call can be life-changing for these abused individuals.
If you would like to be part of the effort to stop human
trafficking in our area, The Call of Hope phone bank
normally meets the third Thursday of each month from 7:00
– 8:00 PM, with a brief on-site training at each gathering.
Due to the current pandemic, we are hoping to begin again
in March. For more information on Call of Hope, please
contact Stephenie via email at slhuffm@hotmail.com or
832-875-9481.

Gathering Place is a vital LUMC ministry that provides a
monthly day out for people with dementia and their
caregivers.
March, 2020, was our last in-person meeting due to COVID.
In May we decided to deliver bags bi-monthly, filled with
goodies to our care partners. We began in June to prepare
our themed goodie bags and distributed them six times
throughout the year. Our awesome volunteers were very
responsive with their donations and made deliveries to our
care partners’ homes. February’s bags not only contained
many Valentines and candy, but also framed pictures
donated by Cherry Posey and Ruby Samuelson.
For more information about volunteering with the Gathering
Place, please contact Frank or Jean Miller
(jeanmm523@hotmail.com) or David Samuelson. Prior to
COVID, meetings were on the second Monday of the month.
We miss working with our care partners, and pray we will be
able to begin again when it is safe to do so.

Pictured: Ruby Samuelson handing over a Valentine delivery!

