
L A K E W O O D  U M C
R E A C H I N G ,  G R O W I N G ,  A N D  S E R V I N G
As COVID-19 has continued to a�ect the lives of so many of our neighbors in our community, Lakewood 
UMC has continued to reach out in a variety of ways to help those whose lives have been turned upside 
down by COVID-19.
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Letters for Parsons House Residents
The last week of August the Wednesday morning Women’s Bible 
study completed Fierce by Pastor Jennifer Cowart. During this study, 
the ladies learned how to become a “Fierce” woman of God by 
serving others. As an outreach project, this group decided to write 
personal letters to the 28 male and female residents at Parsons 
House, an Assisted Living community in Cypress. Each note included 
a self- addressed, stamped envelope, hoping to receive a return 
note. Our prayer is some long-term relationships will be established.
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Celebration of Appreciation for Houston Methodist Willowbrook Hospital Sta�
On Thursday, September 17, Lakewood honored the employees of Houston Methodist Willowbrook with a celebration event. We 
met in their parking lot at 6:30am and again at 6:30pm to applaud their sta� during shi�t change. Social distancing & wearing 
masks was observed. We provided over 700 individually wrapped snacks for their employee break rooms. Through the heroic 
e�orts of their sta�, many people in our community have received excellent medical care during this pandemic. Not all heroes 
wear capes; many wear scrubs!

R E A C H I N G  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  O U R  P A S T O R
Senior Pastor John Stephenson
Dear Church,

It has been such a joy getting to know so many of you over these past four months. Recently, my family and I were talking over 
dinner about how we feel like we are “home.” The warm welcome we’ve received from you, the members of Lakewood UMC, has 
been the greatest contributor to that feeling. I have greatly appreciated getting to meet many of you in person before or a�ter 
our “in person” worship services as well as by Zoom. While it is always an honor to preach, whether on camera or in person, it 
has been especially wonderful to be able to see your smiling faces on Sundays (I’m assuming you are smiling behind your face 
coverings!) 

I’m very appreciative of how willing you all have been to continue being the church God has called us to be in spite of the 
pandemic. Even with so many challenges, I have witnessed God impacting lives through the ministries of Lakewood UMC. As we 
move toward the end of 2020 and begin to look forward to 2021, I invite you to join me in praying for more and more 
opportunities to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Peace,
John Stephenson
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Matthew 25:35
Several times a week, our Matthew 25:35 food pantry provides 
groceries for families in need. In May, Chick-fil-A contacted us 
and wanted to donate 140 pounds of meat & chicken to this 
ministry. About the same time, the Boy Scouts collected a large 
amount of non-perishable food items in a food drive. We sent 
flyers to Tomball Emergency Assistance Ministries, residents of 
a nearby apartment unit, and a weekly rental motel to let them 
know we had food for families in our community. In July, Lake-
wood started a partnership with a nationwide company, Food 
Donation Connection (FDC) along with our local Chick-fil-A. In 
an e�ort to discourage restaurants from disposing of their 
daily overages, FDC partners a church or charity with a local 
restaurant. We have been very blessed to be partnered with 
our nearby Chick-fil-A. During the summer we have received 
over a thousand pounds of food, including salads and gallons 
of tea & lemonade for our Matthew 25:35 food pantry from this 
partnership with Chick-fil-A. Jesus spoke these words in Mat-
thew 25:35, “When I was hungry & thirsty you gave me some-
thing to eat & drink.” Hundreds of families will receive food & 
drink from this ongoing partnership with FDC and Chick-fil-A. 
We are so thankful to be able to share Jesus in this very mean-
ingful way and provide sustenance to those in need.

Manna Bags
Manna was an edible substance, which God provided for the
Israelites during their travels in the desert during the 
forty-year period following the exodus from Egypt. Today, Lake-
wood makes Manna Bags to feed our homeless community. 
Between the e�orts of the Lakewood’s Men Group and our 
Student Ministry, over 1,000 Manna Bags have been made 
during the summer. Some of these bags were given to the 
homeless that came to Lakewood for food. A large number of 
these Manna bags were taken to Hope Center Houston, a day 
center for the homeless. Although the Hope Center is tempo-
rarily closed due to COVID, they have been able to continue to 
feed the homeless with these Manna Bags. The Harris County 
Precinct 4 Sheri�’s Department has a Homeless Outreach 
Team, known as the H.O.T. Hundreds of these bags of much- 
needed food were also distributed by the H.O.T. team to the 
homeless community in our area. Each bag included tuna or 
Vienna sausages, cheese crackers, fruit, chips, cookies, granola 
bars, and water. Many thanks for all the generous donations 
that helped feed our homeless community.

Days for Girls
In January 2017, Lakewood United Methodist Women’s Leah
Circle learned of an issue of girls in remote, impoverished 
areas, who had no access to sanitary products. The members 
of Leah Circle felt called to this mission and agreed to make 
30 kits. The Lord had certainly fueled the passion in the 
hearts of these original twelve women. Under the leadership 
of Nancy McCollum and the Leah Circle, this ministry grew 
exponentially. Over 2,000 kits have now been sent to Uganda, 
Kenya, Nicaragua, Zambia, El Salvador, Thailand, Lebanon, 
Afghanistan, Sudan, Somalia and Ecuador. Other local 
churches began to hear about this ministry, known as Days 
for Girls, and as a result, they joined the campaign to send 
kits to young women across the world. Because of this special 
mission, girls would not miss a week of school each month; 
instead, they were able to attend every day. The gi�t they 
received was their education and a chance for a better life. To 
God be the glory!

Pringle Children’s Home
Located in the Carron Hill area of Jamaica, this Chris-
tian-based home was established over 70 years ago to care 
for boys and girls. Children come to Pringle Home from 
situations of neglect & abuse, most having no family 
reference. These children were o�ered education, recreation, 
counseling, employment training, and worship. This year, 
Lakewood UMC Women’s Wednesday morning Bible study 
adopted, by name 29, of the teenage girls that lived at Pringle 
Children’s Home. Each of the Lakewood women bought their 
girl a T-shirt, teen devotional book or Bible, and a necklace or 
bracelet. Most of the jewelry was donated from the Lake-
World store. The gi�ts were lovingly packed in gi�t bags and
mailed to Jamaica in August. A�ter being held up in customs 
for a few weeks the gi�t bags were finally received by 29 very 
excited young women. The Jamaican girls were blessed to 
know that women in Houston loved them, although they had 
never met. “We love because He first loved us.” 1 John 4:19.

I N T E R N A T I O N A L L Y ,  T H E R E  
A R E  O N G O I N G  N E E D S  T H A T
L A K E W O O D  C O N T I N U E S  T O
F A I T H F U L L Y  S U P P O R T !

T  H  I N  K  I N G  
O  U  T  S  I D  E  
T  H  E  B  O X

Lakewood UMC is a community dedicated to strengthening the spiritual foundation of children 
and families. This year, as we are remaining physically distant, it is important for us to find ways 
to provide the same opportunities for spiritual growth as we would in person. In order to 
continue our mission of teaching scripture and prayer through interactive and fun ways, we took 
our Sunday School and VBS online. By combining videos, music, and other visuals, we are able 
to create Bible lessons and give links to worship that we know will help kids continue to grow 
in their knowledge and love of Jesus. We use Google Slides, Google Blogger, Google Classroom, 
Toonly, and video editing so�tware to make all of this possible! MailChimp for our weekly email, 
Facebook, Remind 101, and now Instagram, have all become an avenue by which we reach out to 
families. Mrs. Katie and Mrs. Jill are also continually working, researching, and learning, so the 
quality of the program they provide continues to improve. Behind, and sometimes in front of the 
scenes, we have relied on awesome volunteers and Contemporary Arts and Media sta� to help 
produce some of our big projects, like VBS. Our work looks di�erent these days, without children 
in the building, but our heart and passion have not changed. Children's Ministries at Lakewood 
UMC will always, no matter the format, strive to support families as they help their children to 
build a lasting relationship with their Creator and Savior!




