
 

Lakewood UMC
Reaching, Growing, and Serving
COVID-19 may have slowed down many things in our society, but the number of those in need has only increased. Although Lakewood 
UMC may have appeared to be closed from the outside, it was open for business when it came to helping those in need, including 
members of the church, those in the surrounding community, and people around the world.  


A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR�
Senior Pastor John Stephenson
Dear Church, 

I am so grateful for the opportunity God has given me to serve as Senior Pastor of Lakewood 
United Methodist Church. Even in this season of limited contact, I have felt your warmth in so 
many ways! My family and I have been blessed by the words of encouragement and 
welcome we have received. As I have shared in a couple sermons, I have heard some 
incredible stories about the faithfulness of this church. It thrills me to be part of what God is 
doing through Lakewood UMC in the local community. I look forward to getting to know you 
and spending time together and making memories together as we serve God. Peace be with 
you! 

Love in Christ,  
John


LUMC HAS BEEN REACHING OUT TO ITS MEMBERS:�
Gathering Place 
Before COVID-19, about 45 dedicated volunteers hosted The Gathering Place at LUMC each month. Twenty-five of the volunteers 
partner 1:1 with a guest who has some form of dementia. A 3 ½ hour period of fun each month serves as a vehicle for a relationship 
between a guest & their volunteer & provides a welcome respite for each caregiver who provides for them 24/7/365.


During COVID-19, Gathering Place volunteers had to think outside the box! Since their guests couldn’t come to the church, the 
volunteers decided to come to the guests! This faithful group of volunteers donated items and assembled gift bags, which included 
flags, fans, games, crafts, and an assortment of other fun things, and hand-delivered them to each of the guest’s home. They were 
delighted to receive these special gifts. You may view a slide show of this special delivery at https://youtu.be/3ErZfNwjZrg. Lakewood 
has been hosting The Gathering Place for 9 years. The volunteers love their guests and look forward to seeing them and their 
caregivers. Anyone wanting to attend as a guest or serve as a volunteer should contact Pastor Pam Cline. You may also go to the 
Gathering Place website at lakewoodgathering.org for more information about this amazing ministry.


Prayer Team
During this time of social distancing, the Prayer Team continues to meet every Wednesday at 4 pm. They gather together by Zoom, 
praying with the Holy Spirit’s power and blessings. They lift together:

	 ⍏ The names of those with health concerns

	 ⍏ The families expecting/hoping for children through birth or adoption

	 ⍏ The names of those in the military and those in the healthcare field

	 ⍏ God’s mission teams and missionaries, particularly those supported by Lakewood UMC

	 ⍏ Those who do not yet have a relationship with Jesus

	 ⍏ All online and church service prayer submissions

	 ⍏ Special concerns of our communities

Our Team prays daily with the Holy Spirit for those concerns lifted to them.
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LUMC HAS BEEN REACHING OUT TO THE 
COMMUNITY:
Lakewood Men’s Group
During this time when the church has been closed, the 
Lakewood Men's Group has continued with our charitable 
endeavors. Even though LUMC is not allowing the homeless into 
the building for showers, the Men's group continues to meet with 
them on Wednesday outside the Jones Road entrance and 
provide toiletries, clothing, food, and gift cards. Randy was one 
of the homeless men who was helped by the homeless ministry. 
He passed away on May 17. This is a quote from Randy just a 
few days before he died. With tears in his eyes he said, “I was 
just thinking about how much all of you have done for me.” 
Lakewood UMC was the light of Christ to Randy and made a 
difference not only in his life on earth, but for all eternity.

They have provided Manna bags of food to Hope Center 
Houston for distribution. They also made cash donations to 
Camp Hope, Boys and Girls Country and Hope Center Houston 
to help them purchase needed pandemic supplies, such as 
masks and hand cleaner plus other needed supplies to support 
continued operations.


Mother’s Day Donations
Lakewood donated a monetary gift to Gracewood, a local 
shelter for children and their single mothers. The relationship 
between Gracewood and LUMC began through one of our Table 
Groups in 2018. Their website is https://www.gracewood.org/ 
Here is their grateful response:


Hi Patty, I hope you are doing well today! I just left a voice mail at your 
office, and want to follow up with an email. Gracewood is so appreciative 
of the very generous gift from Lakewood United Methodist Church. Our 
families are healthy and thriving and we are so grateful! 
I am praying for you now, today. If there is something in particular we can 
pray about, please let me know. If you’d like to have your staff join us for 
a virtual tour, it runs about 30 minutes on zoom. Please reply and I can 
send you a link to check it out for them! 
We are grateful for you! Sally Reed, Development Officer 

Our other donation went to Rescue America (formerly Rescue 
Houston). Our relationship with Rescue America began years 
ago through our phone bank, Call of Hope, which is made up of 
volunteers who call women caught in a lifestyle that often leads 
to human enslavement (if they are not already) and offers them 
prayer and hope of rescue. Their website is https://
rescueamerica.ngo/.


Lakewood was busy helping many others in our community!
• 66 families: Matthew 25:35 Pantry

• 16 families: Matthew 25:35 Utilities

• 17 families: Matthew 25:35 Rental Assistance

• 600 pounds of food: donated to NAM

• 368 "Haz-Mat" overalls/suits and gowns for Houston 

Methodist Hospital-Willowbrook

• Over 1200 Masks for NAM workers, first responders, nursing 

homes and Title One Schools

• 31 Groups meeting weekly on Zoom


LUMC CONTINUES TO MAKE AN IMPACT GLOBALLY:
Support of Maua Methodist Hospital in Kenya
Lakewood sent a donation to purchase personal protective 
equipment in early April to help them prepare for testing/treating 
people for COVID-19. Here are a couple of their grateful 
responses:


Email from Justus Marete, CEO of MMH
Asante sana Jack, and the Lakewood United Methodist Church 
community. We are very grateful to the Lord for you all for this support 
and the flexibility that you have granted us in using these funds for PPE. 
Everyone is much encouraged here by your act of love here in MMH and 
we are continuing with vigilance by screening all people at the main gate 
and encouraging our staff to continue preparing as the situation on 
Corona virus is getting worse. 
Thank you for your continuing prayers. We will endeavor to keep you 
updated. May the Lord fortify you all and allow us to emerge out of this 
crisis as better people. 
Blessings,  
Justus 

Email from Stanley Gitari, Director of Community Outreach 
Partner Relations at MMH
Dear Jack, 
Thank you very much for this good news, we are so thankful for the 
generous donation to Maua Methodist hospital to help provide PPE 
supplies to keep our staff safe in the midst of Corona virus and patients. I 
know you are facing equally the same challenge but the church has gone 
out of its way to support the ministry here in Kenya. Jack thank you for 
your facilitation. I know things don't just happen without a champion/ 
ambassador...thanks for all you do the for people of Kenya..thank you and 
be blessed. I had informed the management I expected to hear from you 
with kind donation in our daily debriefing meetings. So please accept our 
gratitude to you and the Church..we are thinking about you all in our 
thoughts and daily prayers. Pass our love to all at Lakewood UMC, we 
have no words to express our gratitude and appreciation for your help 
and support. 
With sincere regards,  
Stanley 

A NOTE FROM OUR TREASURER:
I would like to thank everyone for their continued support of 
Lakewood United Methodist Church through Text To Give, Credit 
Card giving, Online Banking, and just plain mailing in a checks. 
Your support has allowed Lakewood to continue to provide 
for others in these troubling times. I encourage you to 
continue to provide food items to the Mathew 25:35 pantry. I 
would also encourage you to give monetary gifts as well. We are 
one of the few area locations that continue to provide for 
mortgage, rent and utility help to area residents. Also, you might 
consider donating to the Pastor's Discretionary Fund as well. 
This provides support for church members who have fallen on 
hard times.

Again, thanks for your generous and continued support.

Bob Peterson  
Church Treasurer 


