
 

 

WEDDING POLICIES 

 

Freshwater expresses the Biblical conviction that Christian marriage is the spiritual and 

physical uniting of one man and one woman in an exclusive covenant commitment for 

their joint lifetime. 

Christian marriage is God’s unique gift to reveal the union between Christ and His 

church.  As such, wedding ceremonies on church property are spiritual observances of 

worship to God who created marriage.  As worship services, weddings on church 

property shall be officiated by one or more ordained ministers. 

The church may decline to make its facilities and staff available for any wedding if it is 

determined that one or both of the parties are not Biblically and/or legally qualified to 

marry.  Such determinations may be made by the elders, and the pastor may decline to 

perform a wedding. 

Elders make the final decision regarding the use of the church facilities or grounds for 

wedding ceremonies. 

Requests by the bride and groom for other officiating ministers must be approved by the 

elders. 

The lead pastor has the right to set whatever prerequisites (such as premarital 

counseling) he deems appropriate.  

The wedding coordinator has authority in the coordination of the wedding ceremony and 

related activities.  The coordinator is held responsible for the use of the church during 

weddings so therefore, the decisions of the coordinator regarding the decorations, 

ceremony, and music are final. 

The coordinator is not responsible for childcare, and church facilities are not available 

for childcare during the rehearsal, wedding or reception.  

 

 

 



RESERVATIONS & FACILITIES  

A Facility Request Form must be filled out and given to the facilities coordinator and the 

date will be confirmed by the elders.  All facility use policies and guidelines must be 

followed. 

Weddings require a $50 deposit that will be refunded after completion of all stated 

guidelines. Then a meeting with the wedding coordinator must be scheduled.   

No weddings will be scheduled on dates of previously scheduled activities. 

 

MUSIC POLICY 

Four weeks in advance of the wedding, all music choices must be given to the wedding 

coordinator, who will have it approved by the worship leader.  All music for the wedding 

ceremony should be appropriate for a ceremony in a church.  If your music is found to 

be inappropriate, new selections must be resubmitted to the wedding coordinator. 

 

MEDIA POLICY 

If sound and video equipment will be used, a $100 fee (nonrefundable) is required as 

compensation for those that will be running the equipment. Please note that sound and 

computer equipment CANNOT be used by anyone except trained Freshwater 

personnel.  

The media director is responsible for sound, video and lighting.  Video material must be 

given to the wedding coordinator 4 weeks prior to the wedding and if deemed 

inappropriate, it must be edited and resubmitted to the wedding coordinator no later 

than 2 weeks before the wedding.  The wedding coordinator will be in contact with the 

media director. 

Securing accompanists, soloists and other musicians and paying them fees are the 

responsibility of the bride and groom.  These fees are set by the musician and must be 

paid directly to them. 

 

INDOOR DECORATIONS 

Modifications of the stage (removal of equipment etc. on the stage) must be approved 

by the wedding coordinator who will be in contact with the sound technician. Anything 

that will cause defacing or markings cannot be hung from or attached to the ceilings, 

walls or furnishings of any of the facility. Only no-drip wax candles in a glass container 

or electric votives may be used.  No rice, birdseed, confetti, glitter, bubbles, feathers or 

animals may be used inside the building. You are responsible for assigning someone to 

clean up and put away anything used so that the building is in pre wedding condition. 



 

OUTDOOR USE 

Outdoor building grounds clean-up:  Removal of celebratory products, including but not 

limited to rice, confetti, etc, and removal of car decoration waste is the responsibillity of 

the wedding party. 

 

ALCOHOL 

Alcoholic beverages or drugs may not be used on or in the church facilities for any 

events connected with the wedding: rehearsal, wedding, reception and activities 

associated with the reception and wedding.  No one under the influence of alcohol or 

drugs will be permitted to participate in any event associated with the wedding. 

 

RECEPTION 

If you use the church for your reception, the same conditions apply as they do for the 

wedding ceremony.  Music must be approved.  Dancing is allowed. 

The church will be open and available for the florist, caterer, delivery of dresses and/or 

tuxedos, etc. on the day of the wedding.  Clothes can also be left at church the night 

before at the rehearsal. 

The wedding coordinator will remain on the premises for the rehearsal, wedding and the 

reception if it’s held at the church.  Premises are to be vacated and all decorations and 

possessions are to be removed from the church building and left in pre-wedding 

condition at the agreed upon hour.  

The custodian will come in after the wedding and clean the floors, bathrooms etc. she is 

not expected to put equipment/tables or chairs away.  

 

Fees:  Wedding coordinator - $150 

Audio/Visual - $100 - This includes clearing the stage before the wedding, 

rehearsal & the wedding. 

           Custodian -$100 


