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Introduction  

 
It is the moral and legal responsibility of Freshwater Church to take reasonable steps to provide a 
safe and secure environment for its members to worship and engage in corporate fellowship.  
These church activities include regularly scheduled church functions as well as less formal social 
activities away from the Freshwater Church campus. We recognize that violence and physical 
abuse in any form is detrimental to the Kingdom of God.  While we desire to afford a spiritual 
ministry to those who abuse others, it is imperative that our church take reasonable steps to 
provide all of our members and guests a safe and secure environment while on church premises or 
while participating in church sponsored activities.  We deplore the sin of the abuser, but we affirm 
that person to be in need of God's redeeming love. 
 
As Christ followers, we believe that spiritual health is attainable for all individuals and our hope 
and prayer is that we will all “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 
(2 Peter 3:18). Regarding a person with a history of one or more sexual offenses, we believe that if 
they commit to an honest and accountable relationship with God, fully witnessed by others, 
Freshwater Church can minister and disciple them, actively supporting their treatment, recovery 
and restoration – both civily and spiritually.   
 
Freshwater Church, through it's Safety Ministry, is committed to providing a network of individuals 
who will hold identified sex offenders accountable as they grow in their relationship with Jesus 
Christ.  Admittedly, Freshwater Church is still a young church body, and our desire to disciple 
convicted and/or registered sexual offenders is a bold step that will require specific training for 
dedicated volunteers, but to do less is not worthy of Christ's example.  Freshwater is committed to 
ensuring those ministering to convicted and/or registered sex offenders will receive appropriate 
training and support from church leadership. 
 
Assuring the safety and security of those in our care, especially our children, and the sanctity of 
our facilities and our programs is a sacred duty.  Freshwater Church must weigh that sacred duty 
with the seeminly conflicting value of participation in the life of the church by a convicted and/or 
registered sex offender.  Recognizing that studies suggest that there is a low likelihood that sexual 
abusers can or will change, we believe that repentance, prayer and pastoral support in 
combination with liflelong professional treatment are crucial to restoring an individual in Christ.  A 
convicted and/or registered sex offender who wishes to be a part of Freshwater Church's services, 
functions and/or sponsored activities should expect to have conditions placed on their 
participation; restrictions which serve to minimize temptation and maximize accountability. 
 
Lastly, if the offender in question has not been charged or convicted of sexual misconduct, but is 
known to have offended, the church leadership will inform the offender that they can not attend 
any Freshwater Church service, function, or sponsored activity until they have fully addressed their 
sins with civil authorities; the first step to restoration is to fully repent, which can not begin 
without satisfying all civil penalties associated with the sexual offense(s).  If Freshwater Church 
leadership or staff become aware of anyone committing any form of sexual misconduct, it will be 
immediately reported to the appropriate authorities. 
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Conditions for Convicted Sex Offenders to Attend Freshwater Church  

 
Freshwater Church recognizes that church attendance and church sponsored community service 
may be helpful for some convicted and/or registered sex offenders ("the offender") seeking to 
rebuild relationships, overcome old behaviors and deepen their faith commitment. Great care 
must be exercised, however, in allowing the offender to attend church sponsored services and/or 
functions because they have a known criminal history of victimizing individuals. Those who have 
committed a sexual crime, and who meet the criteria listed in this document, must adhere to the 
following guidelines in order to attend any Freshwater Church service, function or sponsored 
activity.  
 

 I. Before the convicted and/or registered offender can attend church, they must: 
 

 A. Repent.  All offenders wanting to attend any Freshwater Church service, function or 
sponsored activity must contact the Lead Pastor or Head Elder prior to attending. 

 
 1. Confess.  The offender must confess that they have committed a sexual offense and 

disclose the full nature and details of that offense to church leadership. The church 
elders, in consultation with the Safety Ministry Director, will assess whether the 
church is prepared for each individual offender's assimilation and if each individual 
offender constitutes an acceptable risk. 

 
 2. Consent.  The offender must complete and sign a background release consent form 

authorizing a background check. (See attached form)  The fee for the criminal 
history background check is $________. There is an additional $________ fee 
charged depending on the number of states checked. The offender is responsible 
for these fees. 

 
 3. Comply.  If the offender is required to register with the state or complete any other 

conditions of probation or other requirements, they must show proof of compliance 
with all requirements imposed by the state.  

 
 B. Release.  The offender must sign a release form permitting Freshwater Church to 

communicate directly with their sex offender treatment therapist, Community 
Corrections Officer (CCO), parole/probation officer, local police departments, 
surrounding county Sheriff's offices, Missouri Highway Patrol and any other counselor 
regarding their treatment, sentencing, rehabilitation and/or recidivation regarding the 
offense committed. 

 
 1. The FW Safety Director, at the direction of the Lead Pastor and/or Head Elder, will 

ensure the following resources, at a minimum, are investigated and the results of 
the investigation are reported back to the FW Elders: 

 
 a) Open Source Internet Search – Google, Bing, DuckDuckGo, and any other search 

engine as well as social media accounts will be thoroughly researched for any 
related content on the offender and their case. 

 
 b) Database search through Baptist Accountability 
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(https://baptistaccountability.org/list) 
 

 c) Background Investigation – per FW Church Kids / Youth standards, via the FW 
Youth Minister. 

 
 d) Cole County Sheriffs Office – The offender's signed background release consent 

form will allow the FW Safety Director to meet with the Cole County Sheriff's 
Office to discuss the local restrictions placed on the offender. 

 
 C. Restrict.  The offender must sign the individualized covenant detailing the 

restrictions/limitations that are required for the offender to participate in any 
Freshwater Church service, function or sponsored activity.   

 
 1. An offender under community supervision will be required to: 

 
 a) Personally meet with a certified sex offender treatment therapist, his/her 

Community Corrections Officer (CCO), Conference Risk Management Officer (if 
applicable), the Freshwater Elders and the Safety Minsitry Director to determine 
the kinds of involvement that would be appropriate and to develop an 
individualized covenant. 

 
 b) Sign the individualized covenant, along with their certified sex offender 

treatment therapist, CCO, the Conference Risk Management Officer (if 
applicable), and the Lead Pastor or Head Elder (FW Church Official). 

 
 c) Renew the individualized covenant every year with a certified sex offender 

treatment therapist, CCO and the Head Elder, until such time they are no longer 
under community supervision. 

 
 2. An offender not under community supervision will be required to: 

 
 a) Personally meet with the Freshwater Elders and Safety Ministry Director to 

determine the kinds of involvement that would be appropriate and to develop 
an individualized covenant. 

 
 b) Sign the individualized covenant, along with the Lead Pastor or Head Elder (FW 

Church Official). 
 

 c) Renew the individualized contract agreement every two years with the Head 
Elder, or as determined by the Safety Ministry Director. 

 
 D. Resource.  If Accountability Partners are required in the individualized covenant, to 

shield the offender from temptation, suitable Accountability Partners must be 
identified, screened and approved by the Safety Ministry Director. 

 
 1. Approved Accountability Partner(s) are not to be close family members (except on 

rare occasions as approved by the church, therapist, and if applicable, probation 
officer). 

 

https://baptistaccountability.org/list
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 2. Full disclosure of the crime and nature of the sexual offense must be provided to 
the approved Accountability Partner(s). 

 
 3. Clear expectations will be given to Accountability Partners concerning their 

supervision of the offender. 
 

 II. Offenders of sexual crimes that are prohibited from attending Freshwater Church. 
 

 A. Because Freshwater Church wants to be sensitive to and protective of victims and 
potential victims of sexual abuse or assault, known offenders will be prohibited from 
attending Freshwater Church for the following reasons: 

 
 1. If the offender has not confessed or otherwise remanded themselves to civil 

authorities for their crime(s).  Freshwater Church requires civil compliance as the 
first step of restoration. 

 
 2. If a victim of the offender attends any Freshwater Church services.  A victim's 

attendance of other church functions or sponsored activities will be handled on a 
case-by-case basis through the FW Safety Director and addressed in the offender's 
Invidualized Covenant. 

  
 3. If the offender has a history of not following established contract agreements with 

other churches. 
 

 4. If the offender does not follow all of the guidelines and conditions of this document 
and their approved individualized covenant. 

 
 III. Church Attendance. 

 
 A. The individualized covenant must be followed at all times. Failure to follow the 

covenant will result in the offender not being allowed to attend any Freshwater Church 
service, function or sponsored activity. 

 
 B. An offender may not be put in any leadership position serving the church. 

 
 C. Corporate Worship. 

 
 1. On platform/stage.  An offender will not be allowed to participate or serve in 

worship or ministry services from the platform/stage of the sanctuary. 
 

 2. Off platform/stage.  An offender may serve, as appropriate and stipulated in their 
individualized covenant, in worship or ministry functions "behind the scenes", 
example: sound / light booth. 

 
 3. During Sunday coporate worship, the offender is allowed to attend service in the 

sanctuary and loiter in the main foryer only before / after the service in which they 
attend.  The offender must leave Freshwater Church campus no later than 15 
minutes after the conclusion of the last Sunday service. 
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 D. FW Life Groups. 
 

 1. On Freshwater Church campus.  An offender is not allowed to attend any Life Group 
activities or meetings which are held in the FW Kids wing of Freshwater Church.     

 
 a) During Life Group activities on Freshwater Church campus, the offender's 

Accountability Partner must be present, if applicable. 
 

 b) The offender is not allowed to loiter in any area of of Freshwater Church campus 
alone, example: restrooms, storage rooms, break rooms, staff offices.  

 
 c) The offender is not allowed to attend any FW Life Group that meets on FW 

campus at a time which coincides with any regularly scheduled FW Youth 
activities that are taking place on FW campus. 

 
 d) The offender under an Individual Covenant with FW Church, regardless of state 

and local restrictions currently imposed, will not be allowed to be on the FW 
campus during any regularly scheduled FW Youth activities without an assigned 
Accountability Partner. 

 
 2. At Freshwater Partner homes.  Before an offender is allowed to attend any Life 

Group activities or meetings at a Freshwater Partner's home, the hosting Partner 
and Life Group Leader will be briefed on the crime and nature of the sexual 
offense(s) committed, and will have sole discretion on whether they are willing to 
grant attendance to the offender. 

 

 3. Any newly attending individuals (non-offenders) will be made aware of the 
offenders situation after their second attendance to the FW Life Group in which an 
offender regularly attends. 

 

 a) A FW Elder will work directly with the FW Life Group Leader to bring the 
offender's background, charges and current situation to the attention of the 
newly attending individuals. 

 

 b) The Accountability Partner (if applicable) will be in attendance for this meeting, 
to ensure any concerns, questions and/or comments are most accurately 
addressed. 

 

 c) This meeting will be documented, in writing, and recorded along with the 
offender's individual covenant on file.  This "living" document file will allow FW 
Elders to ensure that there is no miscommunication as to what has/has not 
been shared in regards to each individual offender. 

 
 E. Off-campus Freshwater Church sponsored functions. 

 
 1. Kidsfest. Will be addressed in the Individual Covenant. 

 
 2. Stars Under the Stars. Will be addressed in the Individual Covenant. 
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 3. Labor for your Neighbor. Will be addressed in the Indvidual Covenant. 
 

 4. ADDITIONAL FUNCTIONS, as needed and addressed in the Individual Covenant. 
 

 IV.  Partner notification of convicted sex offenders attending Freshwater Church. 
 

 A. As long as there is a well established church attendance policy for convicted sex 
offenders, an agreed individual covenant, an Accountability Partner has been assigned 
and the elders, ministry leaders and Life Group leader (if applicable) have been made 
aware that the offender is attending church functions, there is no obligation for 
Freshwater Church to notify additional Freshwater Partners and/or attendees/guests. 

 
 B. The decision to notify additional Freshwater Partners and/or attendees/guests will be 

based on the offender's adherence to their individualized covenant, and at the full 
discretion of the Freshwater Elders, in consultation with the Safety Ministry Director. 
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Accountability Partner Requirements  

 
DEFINITION OF AN ACCOUNTABILITY PARTNER: For the purposes of the covenant, an 
Accountability Partner shall be a Freshwater Church partner, a mature adult of the same gender as 
the offender, over 25 years of age, designated by the Safety Ministry Director, with no sexual 
misconduct history, and not a relative of the person defined in this agreement.  An Accountability 
Partner shall be provided a copy of the individualized covenant, advised of its content and 
appropriate protocol should concerns arise, and be willing to take this responsibility seriously.  
 
PROTOCOLS FOR ACCOUNTABILITY PARTNERS. 
 

1. Freshwater Church Elders, Deacons, Safety Ministry volunteers and Accountability Partners 
will attend a training session with material provided by _______________________. 

2. There shall be a designated Accountability Partner team leader to whom the other 
Accountability Partners report.  This team leader will report to the Safety Ministry Director.  

3. If the participant is on parole, the Accountability Partner shall be aware of the terms of the 
parole and shall coordinate with the participant’s parole officer or case worker, as 
applicable.  

4. The Accountability Partner shall observe the convicted sex offender at all times while 
attending church sponsored functions. The Accountability Partner will not, to the extent 
possible, allow the participant to be alone with other church members who are not also 
Accountability Partners or the church pastor and under no circumstances will the 
Accountability Partner permit the convicted sex offender to be alone with a minor.  

5. If the Accountability Partner is unable to supervise for any reason, another designated 
Accountability Partner shall be assigned.  In the absence of another designated 
Accountability Partner, the Safety Ministry Director will be assigned. 

6. The Accountability Partner shall accompany the participant when access to restroom 
facilities is needed.  

7. Any observed inappropriate behavior shall be reported to the Safety Ministry Director, who 
will contact the parole officer or case worker (as applicable) and ensure the inappropriate 
behavior is documented.  If the inappropriate behavior is serious, the matter will be 
referred to appropriate police and/or sheriff's departments.  

 
SAFETY MINISTRY DIRECTOR:  _Aaron Doss___________________________ 
 
ACCOUNTABILITY PARTNER TEAM LEADER:  ________________________ 
 
List of designated Accountability Partners (appropriate number for this agreement): 
 
 ______________________________     ______________________________ 
 
 ______________________________     ______________________________ 
 
 ______________________________     ______________________________  
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INDIVIDUALIZED COVENANT FOR CONVICTED SEX OFFENDER (example) 

 
I recognize the concerns and responsibilities of Freshwater Church to ensure a safe and secure 
environment for its Partners and guests, especially minors, and wish to comply with the following 
conditions that would allow my participation in Freshwater Church activities/functions:  
 

1. I will not associate with or be in proximity to any minors attending or participating in any 
church/ school activity. 

2. I will not sit next to a child and if a child sits next to me, I will move to a different seat. I will 
attempt to sit in an aisle seat in the vicinity of my Accountability Partner.  

3. I will not be alone in FW Kids or linger in areas where children are being taught and will not 
go to any area where children’s or youth ministries are being conducted.  I will not go into 
any other area that my Accountability Partner or the church prohibits me from entering.  

4. I will not place myself into, or accept, any position of leadership, authority, or activity that 
may affect or influence children, to include by not limited to corporate worship from the 
platform. 

5. I will under no circumstances take a child home with me or transport him or her anywhere 
at any time, whether by walking, driving or any other means.  

6. I will not develop any special relationships with minor children or their parents outside of 
Freshwater Church, without the express consent of my Accountability Partner. 

7. I will not go to a church member’s home if they have children present without full 
knowledge and prior written consent of the parents, hosts, pastor and Safety Ministry 
Director and activity leader. 

8. I will not hold any church office, or speak or participate in any church function in any 
leadership role or teaching capacity, including but not limited to taking part in any event or 
activity on the platform.  

9. I agree to maintain an accountability network with individuals as defined by the church and 
make sure my whereabouts at church or church activities are known at all times to those 
individuals, and to church leadership as required.  

10. I will not attend any functions at another church or congregation without the attendance of 
an approved Accountability Partner and will, if so attending another church or 
congregation, fully comply with the requirements of this agreement and the requests of the 
approved Accountability Partner.  

11. I authorize the church to obtain information regarding myself from my parole officer, case 
worker, governmental agencies or other persons who might have information relative to my 
criminal records.  

12. I agree to comply with any court-mandated or parole restrictions, conditions, treatments, 
and/or requirements and recognize that these take precedence over any less restrictive 
parts of this covenant. Any conflict between this covenant and court-mandated restrictions 
will be resolved in favor of the court-mandated restrictions.  

13. I understand and agree that the church, in fulfilling its responsibilities in providing a safe 
environment for its Partners and guests, will disclose an account of my past behavior and 
criminal history to parents, ministry leaders, partners, volunteers, and all other persons 
who may need to have such information in order to meet their parental or supervisory 
responsibilities within Freshwater Church. 

14. I understand that the provisions of this Individualized Covenant do not create any personal 
and/or legal rights against Freshwater Church, any of it's partners, officers, employees, 
agents, directors or volunteers (together, the “Church”). I hereby waive any rights and 
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release and discharge the Church from and against any and all claims or causes of action 
whatsoever that I may have now or in the future against the Church arising out of or in any 
way connected with my participation in church activities or resulting from my execution or 
performance of this covenant. I further agree to indemnify and hold the church and its 
agents, partners, employees, volunteers, visitors, invitees, directors, and officers harmless 
for any claim, lawsuit or damages that I may cause directly or indirectly, including but not 
limited to those related to my actions or inactions at the Church or performance of non-
performance of this Agreement.  

15. I consent to the disclosure of any of my personal information including but limited to 
anything relating to or arising out of any of my activities at the church or during the term of 
this agreement, to any person as the Church may deem necessary, in their sole discretion, 
for the purposes of implementing this agreement or protecting any person. I agree to sign a 
release of information for the Church to communicate with my probation officer, case 
worker, counselor, or therapist, and to release any personal information about me to any 
third party, upon that party’s written request and upon notice (written or oral) to me of 
said release.  

16. This agreement shall remain valid until mutually terminated by a writing signed by the 
Church and myself. The obligations stated herein shall survive termination, for so long as 
the Church deems it necessary, in its sole discretion, for the purposes of protecting any 
person. Should I wish to transfer my attendance, participation, or membership to another 
congregation, a copy of this document will be sent to them.  

17. I swear and affirm, under penalty of perjury, that I have fully disclosed to the church, the 
pastor, the elders and the Safety Ministry Director all aspects of my personal history, 
including all details related to my criminal convictions, the sentences related thereto and 
treatments and counseling received. I agree that if it is discovered that I have not fully 
disclosed such details, the church may terminate any further participation in any church 
activities. Further, I have read and understand the above conditions and agree to abide by 
them. If at any point I break one of the above conditions or in any way breach the terms of 
this Agreement, I recognize that I shall not be allowed to attend church activities sponsored 
by Freshwater Church and that I will be reported to the appropriate governmental, police 
and/or parole authorities, as required by law or otherwise stated herein, and that the 
Church may be entitled to injunctive relief to enforce the obligations herein and as 
otherwise required. Dated this __________day of ______________________________, 
20_____. 

 
 ____________________________   _________________________ 
Name of Participant     Name of Freshwater Church official 
 
____________________________   _________________________ 
Signature of Participant    Signature of Freshwater Church offical 

For Church Use Only 

Copy of agreement to Participant on _________________________ 

Copy of agreement to Freshwater elders on ____________________ 

Copy of agreement to Safety Ministry Director on _______________ 

Copy of agreement to Accountability Partner on _________________ 

 


