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      June	7,	2020	
	
	
Dear	Partners	of	Freshwater,	
	
There’s	some	important	information	in	this	update.		Make	sure	you	read	it	in	its	entirety.			
	
Regarding	Ministry	
	
Well…..this	has	definitely	been	the	weirdest	time	of	ministry	that	I’ve	ever	been	in.			
	
We	hope	to	see	a	day	in	the	near	future	when	Freshwater	Kids	is	relaunched	during	the	
worship	gatherings.		Unfortunately,	at	this	point,	we	can’t	promise	when	that	will	occur.		
We	will	contact	you	as	soon	as	we	decide	to	proceed.	We’re	waiting	to	hear	from	the	
governor	when	the	state	will	enter	Phase	2	and	what	his	recommendations	for	churches	
will	be.			
	
The	Joshua	House	Church	is	a	church	that	meets	close	to	Lincoln	University	that	will	at	
some	point	later	this	year	be	losing	its	facility	due	to	the	building	of	a	new	roundabout	that	
will	consume	its	current	facility.		We	would	like	to	inform	you	that	we	are	in	talks	with	The	
Joshua	House	and	their	Pastor	Adrian	Hendricks	about	The	Joshua	House	using	our	new	
building	once	it’s	completed.		We	are	working	on	an	agreeable	schedule	that	will	both	
accommodate	their	needs	as	well	as	our	own.		If	we	are	able	to	reach	an	agreement	
regarding	their	use	of	the	Tanner	Bridge	building	we	will	let	you	know.			
	
Regarding	our	current	preaching	schedule,	we’ll	finish	our	study	in	Obadiah	on	June	21.		On	
June	28	we’ll	start	a	10-12	week	study	in	Proverbs	that	we’re	calling	“Adulting.”			
	
Josh	Hettich	has	resigned	as	our	Assistant	Worship	Minister.		He	did	a	tremendous	job	
helping	lead	worship	and	he	will	be	missed.		He	has	accepted	a	new	job	with	the	military.		
Please	pray	for	him,	Kaley,	and	their	soon-to-be	first	child.		We	are	currently	discussing	
what	replacing	his	service	will	look	like.			
	
The	following	is	from	Ben	Wright:	
	

We	have	some	important	news	in	regards	to	our	Life	Groups.		Almost	three	months	
ago	we	made	the	decision	to	have	our	Life	Groups	meet	online,	via	Zoom,	instead	of	
in	person.		While	this	was	completely	necessary	for	that	period	of	time,	we	have	
decided	to	allow	Life	Groups	to	meet	together	again	in	person.		As	things	begin	
opening	back	up	in	our	community,	we	feel	like	this	is	a	wise	and	appropriate	



 
 

decision	to	make.		However,	we	ask	that	you	use	wisdom	in	this	process.		This	might	
mean	wearing	masks,	providing	hand	sanitizer,	eliminating	food	and	drinks,	and	
social	distancing	during	your	group	time,	if	possible.		Also,	not	everyone	is	going	to	
feel	comfortable	about	meeting	in	person	and	that’s	totally	fine!		Each	leader	will	
need	to	make	sure	that	the	people	in	their	group	have	alternative	ways	to	gather	
with	the	rest	of	the	group.		This	can	be	Zoom,	FaceTime,	or	maybe	your	group	meets	
outdoors	during	the	warmer	months.		Leaders	will	need	to	check	with	their	host	
homes	to	see	if	they’re	comfortable	with	meeting	and	host	homes	will	need	to	check	
with	their	leaders.		We	want	to	make	sure	each	Life	Group	is	on	the	same	page.		If	
your	group	isn’t	comfortable	meeting	in	person	yet,	Zoom	will	still	be	available	for	
your	group	to	use.		We	want	to	be	as	safe	as	possible	during	these	times	but	still	
maximize	our	ability	for	community.		If	these	past	three	months	have	taught	us	
anything	it’s	that	community	is	essential	for	a	healthy	church!		If	you	have	any	
questions	about	this,	you	can	contact	Ben	Wright	at	ben@freshwaterjc.com.		

	
Regarding	a	Student	Minister	
	
Guess	what?		We’ve	hired	a	new	Student	Minister!!!		His	name	is	Kyle	Kennicott.		We’ve	got	
a	bio	and	family	picture	of	him,	Stephanie,	and	their	baby	Abigail	attached	to	this	email.		
Kyle	and	his	family	will	be	moving	to	JC	the	first	week	of	July.		We’ll	make	sure	you	get	a	
chance	to	meet	him	soon	after	they	get	their	feet	on	the	ground	here.		Even	though	the	
student	ministry	is	essentially	“paused”	right	now,	we	trust	that	it	will	be	up	and	running	
again	soon	after	the	pandemic	is	behind	us.		Kyle’s	responsibilities	will	include	the	Student	
Ministry	but	will	also	include	leading	Freshwater	Kids.		Since	Ben	will	no	longer	be	leading	
Freshwater	Kids	we’ll	be	looking	for	other	ministry	areas	to	put	on	Bens	plate.		We’ll	keep	
you	updated	regarding	those	developments	as	soon	as	they’re	implemented.		In	addition,	
we	are	sorry	to	inform	you	that	Kyle	is	a	Cubs	fan.		We	were	just	as	disgusted	as	you	to	
learn	this	news.		We	prayed	to	the	Lord	and	asked	that	God	would	give	us	any	other	
candidate.		Unfortunately,	we	came	to	believe	that	Kyle	would	be	our	“thorn	in	the	flesh”	(2	
Cor	12:7)	given	to	keep	us	humble	and	remind	us	of	our	need	to	see	the	gospel	push	into	
the	heart	of	every	person	on	this	earth,	even	Cubs	fans.		We	are	trusting	that	God,	in	His	
providential	timing,	will	use	Freshwater	to	draw	Kyle’s	heart	away	from	the	wickedness	
that	currently	rests	inside	him	so	that	he	embraces	the	Royals	and,	secondly,	the	Cardinals.		
In	the	mean	time	will	you	please	pray	for	Kyle	and	that	his	heart	is	increasingly	repulsed	by	
the	Cubs,	Bears,	White	Sox,	and	Blackhawks	(That’s	hockey.		Yeah,	I	googled	it).		Stand	
strong	church.		God	can	change	anyone			
	
Regarding	the	Tanner	Bridge	Property	
	
The	following	was	written	by	the	Building	Team:	
	



 
 

These	monthly	updates	have	been	really	difficult	to	write	the	last	couple	of	months,	as	it	
seems	like	a	month	lasts	a	day	and	a	year	at	the	same	time.		There	are	so	many	details	
that	consume	each	day,	but	it	feels	like	nothing	gets	finished.		But,	things	are	getting	
done!			
	

• Most	of	the	drywall	is	hung.		A	couple	of	the	entry	areas	have	not	been	drywalled	
yet	as	the	electrician	has	been	working	with	the	automatic	door	opener	
installers	to	complete	the	door	opener	installation.		Those	areas	are	now	ready	
for	drywall.	

• Cabinets	and	the	safety	fence	for	the	retaining	wall	are	set	to	be	delivered	
tomorrow	(Friday,	June	5th).	

• Bathroom	partitions	were	delivered	today	(Thursday,	June	4th)	
• The	stage	has	been	framed	and	is	ready	for	decking.	
• HVAC	pads	have	been	poured	and	the	HVAC	units	are	being	set	behind	

the	church.	
• Storm	water	drains	have	been	finished	in	the	back	parking	lot	and	Haile	

Construction	is	working	on	finish	grading	for	the	land	and	parking	lot	areas.		The	
parking	lot	is	being	cleared	of	trailers	and	construction	materials	in	preparation	
for	finishing	the	parking	lot.		More	news	to	come	once	we	settle	on	a	vendor.			

• A	volunteer	team	from	the	Marshall	area	will	be	here	and	working	the	week	of	
June	8th	to	the	12th.		They	are	bringing	RVs	and	will	be	staying	in	the	church	
parking	lot.		The	church	is	providing	sandwiches	for	lunch	and	some	of	the	Life	
Groups	are	scheduled	to	provide	the	supper	meal.	

• Last,	but	not	least	we	actually	have	a	working	toilet	and	sink	in	one	of	the	Family	
Restrooms.			
	

Now	for	the	news	on	the	drywall\painting.		Life	Groups	have	been	assigned	an	area	of	
the	church	to	paint	and	clean.		As	the	drywall	finishers	complete	an	area,	those	Life	
Groups	will	be	notified	their	area	is	ready.		The	kids	classrooms	and	hallways	were	
deemed	ready	so	groups	started	painting	in	a	few	of	the	areas.		As	the	main	hallway	was	
painted	it	became	obvious	that	there	was	an	issue,	a	ridge	was	showing	through	the	
paint	near	each	of	the	drywall	joints.		The	drywallers	spent	a	day	or	two	evaluating	the	
issues	and	working	with	the	ridge	trying	to	figure	out	the	problem.		Our	drywall	
contractor	(Kennon	Drywall)	determined	they	believed	it	to	be	a	manufacturing	issue	
with	the	taper	edge	of	the	drywall	sheets.		Kennon	Drywall	called	in	Wildcat	Materials,	
the	drywall	material	supplier.		Wildcat	had	representatives	on	site	at	our	church	that	
afternoon.		They	have	looked	over	all	the	walls	and	materials,	taken	pictures,	and	taken	
samples	back	to	the	drywall	manufacturer.		Both	our	drywall	contractor	and	the	
drywall	supplier	believe	we	have	received	a	defective	batch	of	drywall.		There	are	
currently	negotiations	taking	place	between	our	drywall	contractor,	the	drywall	
supplier,	and	the	drywall	manufacturer	regarding	who	has	to	take	the	financial	hit	for	
the	extra	drywall	compound	and	time	it	will	require	to	build	up	and	further	feather	out	



 
 

the	drywall	joints	to	cover	the	high	point.	
	
Our	drywall	contractor	is	continuing	to	work	with	us	and	is	reworking	the	kids	
classroom	area	again	this	week	to	hopefully	have	us	able	to	paint	again	next	week.	
There	is	one	kids	classroom	we	will	not	be	able	to	work	on	until	the	drywall	issue	is	
settled	with	the	manufacturer,	as	it	has	now	become	evidence	in	the	vendor's	
dispute.		What	this	means	to	us	is	that	we	have	been	slowed	down	for	a	week	or	so	
(hopefully	that	is	all)	being	able	to	get	back	to	painting	and	some	of	the	areas	which	
have	been	painted	may	have	to	have	some	repainting.		It	also	means	it	will	take	the	
drywallers	longer	to	finish	overall	as	there	will	be	additional	mud	coats	which	have	to	
be	applied.									
	
If	you	have	questions	you	can	send	them	to	the	building	team	e-mail	
(buildingteam@freshwaterjc.com)	or	talk	to	any	building	team	member.			

	
Regarding	Money	
	
Giving	remained	steady	for	May.		Thank	you	for	your	consistency	in	giving.		We	were	able	
to	see	a	net	income	of	about	$21,000.		That	net	income	will	be	devoted	to	construction	
costs	at	the	Tanner	Bridge	Property.		The	financial	reports	for	both	our	general	fund	and	
the	Tanner	Bridge	fund	accompany	this	partner	update.			
	
Lastly	
	
I	need	to	be	candid	with	you.		As	the	pandemic	has	progressed	and	as	our	isolation	has	
become	further	prolonged,	I	have	become	very	concerned	for	your	spiritual	wellbeing.		I	
find	myself	burdened	for	your	health	but	unable	to	do	much	about	it.		I	would	just	like	to	
remind	you	that	just	because	our	Life	Groups	and	worship	gatherings	have	been	limited	
does	not	mean	that	your	spiritual	growth	needs	to	stagnate.		To	put	it	another	way,	I	am	
concerned	that	this	period	of	quarantine	has	made	us	unacceptably	lazy	in	our	spiritual	
lives	and	that	getting	“back	in	the	swing	of	things”	is	going	to	be	very	difficult	for	most	of	
us.		Honestly,	I’m	afraid	that	some	of	us	never	will	return.		I	want	all	of	us	to	know	that	the	
devil	dances	in	delight	when	we	enter	a	prolonged	period	of	separation	from	Christ’s	
church.		The	enemy	wants	us	to	ignore	our	spiritual	growth	and	the	spiritual	growth	of	our	
loved	ones.		He	wants	you	to	fall	out	of	the	habit	of	church	attendance,	bible	reading,	
evangelism,	and	prayer.		He	wants	you	to	become	content	with	Sundays	at	home,	or	on	the	
lake,	or	on	a	trail,	rather	than	finding	joy	in	the	gathering	of	the	saints.			
	
Rather	than	allowing	him	to	win,	let’s	pursue	the	Christ	of	the	gospel.		You	can	resist	the	
temptation	to	become	increasingly	spiritually	lethargic	by	pursuing	Christ	even	in	this	



 
 

difficult	time.		You	really	do	have	the	power	to	continue	studying	the	word	and	praying	on	a	
regular	basis.		You	really	do	have	the	power	to	continue	discipling	your	children	rather	
than	allowing	Netflix	and	Disney	Plus	to	disciple	them.		You	really	do	have	the	power	to	
pursue	the	spiritual	disciplines	even	during	differing	levels	of	quarantine.			
	
I’d	like	to	invite	you	to	join	me	in	a	time	of	prayer	and	fasting	for	our	church	and	for	those	
who	might	be	suffering	most	from	spiritual	lethargy.		Of	course,	those	of	you	that	choose	to	
participate	might	be	those	that	are	least	affected.		Nonetheless,	would	you	join	me	in	
praying	and	fasting	for	those	that	at	this	point	have	halted	their	pursuit	of	Christ,	worship	
of	Him,	and	discipling	of	their	children?		I	will	be	fasting	June	8-12.		I	will	be	praying	that	
God	would	convict	our	hearts	of	our	apathy	and	that	he	would	remind	us	of	our	need	to	
continue	fervently	pursuing	Him	even	during	this	weird	and	strange	time.		Would	you	join	
me?			
	
God	bless,	

	
Joshua	Hartley	–	Lead	Pastor	
	
P.S.	Kursten	Schwarz	needs	help	installing	a	chandelier.		If	you’re	interested	in	helping	
please	text	her	at	573-469-2342.			
 



Kyle Kennicott 
 

 
 
Kyle was born and raised in the suburbs of Chicago. With Kyle not growing up in a 
Christian home, he came to know Christ as his Savior in 2009 while in High School. After 
graduating from High School, his youth leaders at church encouraged him to pursue 
ministry by attending Moody Bible Institute where he graduated with a degree in 
Biblical Studies. While at Moody, he met his wife Stefanie who grew up in Brazil as a 
missionary kid. Since their marriage in 2016, Kyle and Stefanie moved to Youngstown, 
Ohio so that Kyle can further his training for ministry at Old North Church’s Ministry 
Apprenticeship Program. He and his wife have one daughter, Abigail Sola, who is the 
cutest little girl you will ever meet. Kyle enjoys running long distant races to get a shiny 
medal and participating in friendly competition, whether that be through board games, 
sports, or cheering on Chicago’s teams over all others. Kyle is passionate about 
proclaiming Christ by the Word of God to all ages with the hopes that believers will grow 
to be mature in the Lord. Kyle and Stefanie consider themselves truly blessed to be 
joining and serving the Freshwater family. 
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Current Month Since Inception
May 31, 2020 June 2019 to Current

Transfer In From Freshwater TTB 11,027.07 836,555.26
Refunds/Other Deposits 0.00 53.00
Loan Draws 82,425.26 1,710,109.05
     Deposits 93,452.33 2,546,717.31

     Expenditures
Architect 0.00 3,000.00
General Requirements 2,422.89 42,419.64
Site Preparation 0.00 144,032.86
Foundation and Slab 0.00 283,477.10
Building and Erection 62,789.15 846,504.15
Exterior Doors, Windows and Entrances 0.00 51,875.29
Interior Construction 33,861.08 227,706.76
Plumbing 0.00 110,855.70
Stormwater 0.00 102,734.63
HVAC 6,509.12 341,065.15
Electrical 799.48 168,297.90
Fire Protection 0.00 56,311.22
Parking and Sidewalks 0.00 0.00
Insurance and Permits 0.00 12,186.88
Fire Alarm System 0.00 72.93
Cabling - Telephone and Computer 2,052.86 2,499.92
Retaining Wall 3,482.43 112,035.16
Parking Lot Changes 0.00 9,805.00
Interest Payments 6,035.66 27,037.94
Water Wall 0.00 99.99
     Expenditures 117,952.67 2,542,018.22

Checking Account Balance as of May 31, 2020 4,699.09
   Checks Not Cleared
     1120 - 5/18/20 Brooks Crawford 143.67
     1122 - 5/28/20 Wildcat Drywall 633.87
     1123 - 5/28/20 Jobsite Sanitary Toilets 75.00
     Debit - 5/28/20 Menards 520.58
Bank Account Balance as of May 31, 2020 6,072.21                          

Mid America Bank - May 31, 2020 Balances
Mid America Checking Account 6,072.21
Mid America Loan Draws* 1,720,921.70
Mid America Loan Remaining Balance 1,039,078.30
* Includes $10,812.65 loan fees which did not go through the checking account.

Freshwater Mid America Bank Construction Checking Account
May 31, 2020


