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FAQ’s – March 15, 2020 
 
This document has been created to address questions posed about our previous Partner Update 
(emailed on March 12) regarding COVID-19 and the action steps that we’ve decided to take.  If you have 
not read that document it would be good to do so before reading these FAQ’s.   
 
Isn’t this a bit of an extreme response? 
 
Possibly.  We’re doing the best we can to make wise decisions with the information that we have.  As 
information changes, our plan will continue to remain flexible.  Remember that it is also necessary to 
take into account what “loving your neighbor” (Mark 12:31) looks like in a situation like this.  We do not 
believe that continuing church as usual would be a good example of showing love to others who are 
obviously concerned with this pandemic.  Our goal is to be safe now rather than sorry later.   
 
Isn’t this response not as extreme as it should be? 
 
Possibly.  We’re doing the best we can to make wise decisions with the information that we have.  As 
information changes, our plan will continue to remain flexible.   
 
Will the cancellation of future services impact giving?   
 
Most likely, yes.  To what degree it will be impacted we do not know.  We would encourage you to give 
electronically as many of our expenses are fixed.  Those fixed expenses do not decrease simply because 
of a temporary halt in corporate worship gatherings.   
 
I heard a smart person say XYZ, and their recommendation is different than what you’ve decided to 
implement.  Why aren’t you going with their recommendation? 
 
In crisis situations, misinformation is plentiful.  We agree that it is difficult to know who should be 
trusted and who shouldn’t.  We gathered recommendations from two very competent doctors.  We 
trust their recommendations.   
 
Why are Life Groups being immediately suspended, yet the worship gathering is continuing?  Isn’t the 
risk basically the same for both? 
 
No, the risk is not exactly the same for both.  For example, our homes normally have many more soft 
surfaces than do churches (carpets, furniture, blankets, pillows, etc.) which are much more difficult to 



 
 

disinfect.  Also, in a Life Group setting you have many people speaking for extended periods of time in 
close proximity with one another.   
 
In our corporate gathering we can ensure that it is cleaned properly.  We can listen and pray with 
minimal possible cross-infection.   
 
Why are we only having 1 service? 
 
We anticipate attendance dropping dramatically in the coming weeks.  Therefore, the need for two 
services will not be there.  Also, it is very difficult to adequately clean a church space between services.  
If we have 1 service, we can ensure that the sanctuary and kids classrooms are clean before we enter 
the building.   
 
Why is the California Campus being paused?  Why can’t we keep working on the California facility? 
 
We did not suspend work at California because of an increased risk of exposure to COVID-19.  We 
suspended work because it is no longer as pressing of a need as it had been.   
 
At this point, it’s unreasonable to think that the California Campus will launch anytime this Spring 
because of the unlikelihood of consistent corporate worship gatherings in the near future.  The worst 
time to launch a church is in the summer, as attendance is lowest and guest visits become almost 
nonexistent.  Therefore, since Spring is no longer an option, it’s reasonable to believe that the launch of 
California will not occur before the fall.   
 
Our work in California requires a significant financial investment.  We do believe that that investment is 
worth the cost!  But, we do not believe that it is wise to have thousands of dollars (or, tens of thousands 
of dollars) wrapped up in construction material for a campus that will not launch before the fall, 
especially considering that there might be an extended period of time this spring where we’re not 
meeting at all.   
 
Will work on the JC building continue? 
 
Yes.  Unlike our work in California, our work in JC is very urgent.  Financial commitments to the work 
have already been made.  There is no reason to delay that work.   
 
We will be having work days at the JC property throughout the spring.  We will enforce the same 
sickness rules on the worksite as we will enforce during any worship gatherings.  In addition, no group 
meals will be prepared.  Everyone will be expected to provide their own food.   
 
Is there anything good that is going to come out of this? 
 



 
 

Yes!!!  We will have more resources to devote to the completion of the JC building.   
 
Will your plan continue to change? 
 
Absolutely.  It is impossible to predict the future.  As we receive more information our plans will remain 
flexible.   
 
Where can I get the latest updates on future changes? 
 
We will post pertinent decisions on the Freshwater Facebook Page, in the App, and through emails sent 
to all partners.   
 
I would rather not attend church at all while this situation is unfolding.  Will anyone be angry with me 
if I am not willing to fulfill my serving commitments in the church until this issue is resolved?   
 
Absolutley not!  We love you.  We want what’s best for you.  We expect you to be safe and to not put 
your family at risk in any way that you deem unnecessary.   
 
I still have questions.  Who should I talk to?   
 
You can contact Joshua directly or your assigned Elder. 
 

Joshua Hartley – 573-353-7176 
 
Bryan Dearixon – 573-533-0303 
 
David Ford – 573-418-3377 
 
Jon Nelson – 573-864-1416 
 
Luke Sumner – 660-287-1372 

 


